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on the freedom of the Press in India, and for the revival of the system of 
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ERRATU M. 
Page 159, Vote No. 26. For £23,000 read £2,300. 
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EIGHTH VOLUME OF SESSION 1897. 





HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Saturday, 31st July 1897. 





BILLS FROM THE COMMONS. 
The following Bills were brought from | 
the Commons and read the First time : — 





Wicklow Harbour (Advances) Bill— 


(The Earl of Denbigh).—(No. 208.) 
Education (Scotland) Bill—(Lord 
| Balfour). —(No. 209.) 
Burials Joint Committee  Bill— 


| (Lord Belper).—No, 210.) 


Dangerous Performances Bill—(Lord 
| Belper).—(No. 211.) 


Yorkshire Coroners 


Bill — (Lord 


| Belper).—(No. 212.) 


Stipendiary Magistrates Jurisdiction | 
(Scotland) Bill—(Lord | | 
(No. 201.) 

Military Manceuvres Bill—(The Mar- | 
quess of Lansdowne).—(No. 202. ) 


Licensing (Scotland) G Amendment | 


Bill—(Lord Balfour).—(No. 203.) | 

District Councils (Water Supply | 
Facilities) Bill—(Zord Harris).—No. 
204.) 


Expiring Laws Continuance Bill—(The 
Prime Minister).—(No. 205.) 

Archdeaconry of London (Additional | 
Endowments) Bill (Lord Aldenham).— 





_ (No. 206.) | Z 
| to be printed, and to be considered on 


Public Works Loans Bill—(The Prime 
Minister)—(No. 207.) 


VOL. LII. [rovrrt sertzs. | | 


WORKMEN (COMPENSATION FOR 
ACCIDENTS) BILL. 


Returned from the Commons, with 
several of the Amendments agreed to; 


several others agreed to, with Amend- 
, ments; and several others disagreed to, 


| with reasons for such disagreement ; and 


with a consequential Amendment to the 


Bill: The said Amendments and reasons 


Tuesday next.—(No. 200.) 
A 
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COLONIES (GENERAL). 

Proceedings of a Conference between 
the Right Honourable the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies and the Premiers 
of the self-governing Colonies, at the 
Colonial Office, London, June and July 
1897: Presented (by Command), and 
ordered to lie on the Table. 


House Adjourned at Twenty Minutes before 
Fight o’Clock, to Monday next, a 
Quarter past Four o’Clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Saturday, 31st July 1897. 





Mr. Speaker took the Chair at Twelve 
o'clock. 

POONA OUTRAGES 
(PERSONAL EXPLANATION). 

Sm W. WEDDERBURN (Banffshire) : 
With the permission of the House, 
I desire to make a_ personal ex- 
planation, because by to-day’s Indian 
telegrams I see that Professor Gokhlee 
acknowledges without reservation that he 
was misled by his correspondents, and 
that he withdraws his charge against 
British soldiers engaged in plague opera- 
tions in Poona. [“ Hear, hear!”] As I 
was the means of introducing Professor 
Gokhlee, with other Indian witnesses, to 
Members of this House in the Conference 
Room, and thus afforded him an oppor- 
tunity of making these statements, I 
desire unreservedly to express my deep 
regret that, directly or indirectly, I should 
have aided in giving currency to a charge 
which proves to have been unfounded. 
[Cheers.] 

Sm JAMES FERGUSSON (Man- 
chester, N.E.): If I am in order I should 
like to ask the hon. Member whether it 
is also the case that Professor Gokhlee 
attributes some statements— 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order! The 
hon. Member is not in order in raising 
a discussion upon a personal explanation. 
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ORDERS OF THE DAY, 





MILITARY MANCUVRES BILI. 
As amended by the Standing Com- 
mittee, considered. 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL (Donegal, S.) 
said that he was entirely opposed to the 
policy of this Measure, but that he should 
defer stating his objections to it until it 
came on for Third Reading. He desired, 
however, to refer to a statement he had 
made the other night as to the conduct 
of a young officer in connection with the 
subject. On reading the report of his 
speech the next morning in Zhe Times, 
he thought that his language had been 
far too strong, and, as he should not enjoy 
his holiday if he felt that he had given 
needless cause of offence to any Gentle- 
man, he begged to express his regret that 
he had been led to use such language. 
[“Hear, hear!”] The hon. Member 
moved the following clause :— 


DURATION OF ACT. 


“This Act shall continue in force till Decem- 
ber 31, 1899, and no longer, unless Parliament 
shall otherwise determine.” 


The object of his Amendment was to 
retain the control of the House of Com- 
mons over this Bill when it became law. 
It was not just that, where a Measure 
gave the military authorities such high- 
handed powers over the rights of private 
individuals it should be made permanent 
and there irrevocable except with the 
assent of the House of Lords. He denied 
that under the present new rules of pro- 
cedure relating to Supply, the House 
of Commons could keep its control over 
the Measure by refusing the money neces- 
sary for carrying out the provisions of 
the Measure, because towards the close 
of the Session the Government might 
force the Vote for the expenses through 
the House by closuring all discussion upon 
it upon the last “appointed” day. He 
begged to move the new clause which 
stood upon the Paper in his name. 
[““ Hear! ” 

*Tuz UNDER SECRETARY or STATE 
For WAR (Mr. Broprickx, Surrey, 


Guildford) said that by moving the 
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clause the hon. Member suggested that 
the Government should go back upon the 
whole principle of their Bill, which was 
that the military authorities should have 
power permanently to carry out the 
manceuvres. In these circumstances he 
could not accept the clause. [ Hear, 
hear! ”] 

Mr. J. DILLON (Mayo, E.) said that 
there could be no doubt that this Bill 
proposed to set aside the ordinary 
rights of the subject in certain cases. If 
the Measure passed in its present form 
the House of Commons would lose all 
control over it, because the whole 
machinery of the Bill evidently contem- 
plated that it should be of a permanent 
character. If the Bill were made a tem- 
porary one only the House of Commons 
might refuse to allow it to be renewed, no 
matter what the House of Lords might | 
desire ; but if it were passed as a per-| 
manent Measure the House of Commons | 
could not repeal it without the consent of 
the House of Lords. It would be no safe- | 
guard whatever that the Order in Council 
putting the Act in force should be sub- | 
ject to disallowance by an address of | 
both Houses of Parliament, because the | 
Government might put down the Motion | 
for the address at the bottom of the list | 
of Government Orders of the Day every | 
night, and thus tire out those who were | 
opposed to the provisions of the Act} 
being put in force; or they might, by'| 
suspending the Twelve o'clock Rule, | 
bring the matter on at a time when the | 
House was worn out. The fact that the | 
House had to vote the money to defray | 
the expenses of putting the Act in force | 
afforded no security whatever, because | 
the expenses might be provided for in a/ 
supplementary Estimate which the House 
might have no opportunity of discussing. | 
One never could tell how new rules would | 
work and what developments might | 
follow them. Already he saw that notice | 
had_been ‘given within the last few days | 
of certain “supplementary Estimates— 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order! The! 
hon. Member is travelling beyond the) 
subject of the clause under discussion. | 

Mr. DILLON said that he was aware of | 
that—[laughter]—but he was merely en- 
deavouring to show that the fact that | 
the House of Commons was to vote the | 
money necessary to defray the expenses | 
of putting the Act into operation would | 
afford no security whatever. He should | 


H 
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support what appeared to him to be the 
very moderate demand of his hon. 
Friend. [“ Hear, hear!” 

Mr. ARTHUR JEFFREYS (Hamp- 
shire, Basingstoke) said that he had many 
soldiers in his constituency, and among 
them there was a strong and unanimous 
feeling that the Bill should be passed and 
made permanent. He had even heard 
this excellent Government abused for not 
having forced the Bill through last year. 
The agriculturists in his constituency had 
had a good deal of experience of 
manceuvres, and they liked them. 

Mr. W. WOODALL (Hanley) said that 
he could not agree with his hon. Friends 
in desiring that this Bill should be tem- 
porary. Under the safeguards provided 
by the Bill there would be ample oppor- 
tunity of discussing the operation of the 
Bill—far more than if it were included in 
| the Expiring Laws Continuance Bill. How- 
ever, the important concessions made by 
the Government entirely justified the 
opposition to the Bill of last year. Un- 
fortunately, the areas available for ma- 
noeuvres in this country were very few, 
and the provision that no area might be 
utilised more than once in five years 
might be found inconvenient. He knew 
some parts of the country where the 
manceuvres would be welcomed. 

Mr. J. CARVELL WILLIAMS (Notts, 
Mansfield) said that this was a very dras- 
tic Measure, and some of its provisions 
were of an experimental character, so 
that it was most likely that amendment 
would be found necessary after a time. 
If the clause were agreed to, manceuvres 
could be carried on for two years, and 
thus the necessary experience would be 
| afforded of the working of the Bill. If 
the Measure worked well, there would be 
no difficulty in obtaining the renewal of 
the Bill. 


Maneeuvres Bill. 


Motion made, and Question put, “ That 
the clause be Read a Second time.” 


The House divided :—Ayes, 16 ; Noes, 
94.,—(Division List, No. 353). 


Clause I,— 


POWER TO AUTHORISE EXECUTION 
MILITARY MAN(CEUVRES. 

(1.) Her Majesty may, by Order in Council, 

authorise the execution of military manceuvrea 

within specified limits and during a specified 

period not exceeding three months. Provided 


A 2 


OF 





7 


Military 


that the same limits, or any part thereof, shall 
not be specified more than once in any period 
of five years. 

(2.) Whenever it is proposed to make any 
such Order a draft thereof shall, not less than 
six months before the Order is to come into 
force, be sent to the council of each county, 
county borough, district, and parish wholly or 
partly within the specified limits, and in the 
case of the New Forest to the court of ver- 
derers; and notice of this intention to make 
the Order shall, not less than three months be- 
fore the Order is to come into force, be adver- 
tised in at least two papers circulating. gene- 
rally within the district. 

(.) The draft Order shall not be submitted 
to Her Majesty in Council until it has Jain 
before each House of Parliament for thirty 
days on which that House is sitting, nor unless 
each House presents an Address to Her Majesty 
praying that the Order may be made. 


Mr. MACNEILL moved in Sub-section 
(1) to leave out “three months” and in- 
sert “one month.” The object of the 
Amendment was to provide that the 
manceuvres might be authorised for a 
. period not exceeding one month, instead 
of three months, as proposed in the Bill. 
He pointed out that under the Bill as it 
stood, agricultural operations over the 
land taken might be entirely stopped 
during a quarter of the year while it was 
given over to the military power. He 
begged to move formally, having no in- 
tention to divide the House on the 
subject. 

*Mr. BRODRICK said the shortest time 
possible was taken in the Bill, and he 
could not accept the Amendment. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Mr. H. C. STEPHENS (Middlesex, 
Hornsey) moved to leave out “five” and 
insert “ten,” so that land once taken for 
military manceuvres should be exempted 
for a period of ten years afterwards. No 
doubt it was said that whatever damage 
was done, whether small or considerable, 
would be paid for ; but enormous damage 
might occur from prejudice and appre- 
hension, created by specifying of parti- 
cular land. Take the case of a residen- 
tial estate. Three-fourths of its value 
might consist in its value for residential 
purposes ; but when once it was marked 
down as land which might be taken re- 
currently for military manceuvres, any 
land valuer would at once say its market 
value was reduced from that of a first- 
class residential estate to the probability 
of a third-class agricultural estate. They 
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might do damage of many thousands of 
pounds that would never be recognised 
atall. He thought longer breathing time 
ought to be allowed. 


Tue FINANCIAL SECRETARY 10 
tHe WAR OFFICE (Mr. Powett- 
Wituams, Birmingham, 8.) hoped his 
hon. Friend would not insist on pressing 
the Amendment to a Division. The point 
was carefully considered in Grand Com- 
mittee, and last year, when the Bill was 
before Parliament, the concession made 
of five years was regarded by all those 
who had raised difficulties as being a 
very substantial one in the direction of 
meeting their wishes. It ought to be re- 
membered, too, that if the Amendment 
were carried, not even a small corner of 
an area, once taken, could be used again 
for ten years to come, and that might 
have a most serious effect in preventing 
manceuvres from taking place. 


Mr. J. C. FLYNN (Cork Co., N.) sup- 
ported the Amendment, remarking that 
the arguments advanced in favour of it 
were unanswerable. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Mr. J. CALDWELL (Lanarkshire, 
Mid) moved to leave out “ papers,” and 
insert “ newspapers.” 


Amendment agreed to. 


: 
“3 


Clause 


POWERS EXERCISEABLE FOR PURPOSES OF 
MANCUVRES. 


Where an Order in Council under this Act 
authorises the execution of military manceuvres, 
such persons as are under the authority of Her 
Majesty engaged in the manceuvres (in the Act 
referred to as the authorised forces) may, under 
the direction of the Secretary of State within 
the specified limits and during the specified 
period, 

(a) pass over, and encamp, construct military 
works, and execute military manceuvres on 
any authorised land ; and 

(b) supply themselves with water from any 
authorised sources of water, and, for that 
purpose, dam up any running water. Pro- 
vided always, that such damming up of 
water does not interfere with the exercise 
of any trade or industry, and that nothing 
in this Act shall authorise the taking > 
water from any source of supply belonging 
to a private owner, except subject to the 
supply shown to be required by such 
owner. 
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Provided as follows— 

(1.) Nothing in this Act shall authorise entry 
on or interference with (except for the pur- 
pose of using authorised roads) any dwell- 
ing-house, farmyard, garden, orchard, 
pleasure greund or nursery ground, burial 
ground, ground attached to any place of 
worship, or school, or any premises 
enclosed within the curtilage of or attached 
to any dwelling-house, or any enclosed woo-l 
or plantation. 

(2.) The officer in command of the authorised 
forces shall take care that there is no inter- 
ference with earthworks, ruins, or other 
remains of antiquarian or historical interest, 
or with any picturesque or valuable timber, 
or other natural features of exceptional 
interest or beauty, and shal] cause all lands 
used under the powers conferred by this 
Act to be restored as soon and as far as 
practicable to their previous condition. 

(3.) Subject to the provisions of this Act 
with respect to— 

(a) “y closing of roads and footpaths ; 
an 


(b) obstruction of or interference with 
military manceuvres ; and 
(c) entering or remaining in a camp, 
nothing in this Act shall prejudicially affect 
any public right or any right of common. 


Mr. DILLON moved to leave out 
“construct military works.” What was 
meant by “military works?” If they 
gave unlimited control to the military to 
construct military works they might 
do an amount of mischief to an orna- 
mental demesne which would take 
years to remedy, and which it would 
be difficult to estimate in value. 
He gathered from the Under Secretary 
for War that the intention was to 
construct military works as if troops 
were engaged in actual battle. If that 
was so, then there was nothing to 
protect the ornamental grounds of any 
residents from destruction and injury 
which it might take years to efface, and 
for which it would be impossible for 
any arbitrator to appraise the fair com- 
pensation which should be paid. 

*Mr. BRODRICK thought that the 
hon. Member had forgotten the strong 
limitation which was embodied in Sub- 
sections (1) and (2) of the clause which 
forbade officers to interfere with a recog- 
nised park or the like, and especially 
safeguarding anything of natural interest 
and beauty. The officer, first of all, was 
not allowed from the point of vie 7 of 
expense to interfere with these objects, 
and then there was a safeguard with 
regard to the expense. Officers were not 
so foolish as to turn up grounds and 
spoil them where compensation would 
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| necessarily have to be paid. The limita- 
_ tion to five years was a most substantial 
/ concession, and the Government could 
'not go any further without completely 
, hampering the utility of the Bill. 

| Mr. CARVELL WILLIAMS said 
| that the explanation was good so far as 
it went, but it did not go far enough. 
| Was it meant by military works the 
‘erection of buildings or anything of a 
' permanent character 4 

| *Mr. BRODRICK: No; nothing of 
_ the kind. 

| Mr. CARVELL WILLIAMS was 
'glad to hear this, for they were all 
familiar with certain schemes for the 
jerection of fortifications to defend 
_London ; and there were people who 
seemed to have the possibility of 
| invasion on the brain. 

| Mr. MACNEILL asked the Solicitor- 
| General for an explanation of the phrase 
| —‘**construction of military works.’ 
| Did it include the construction of camps, 
mines, trenches and counter trenches, 
blockhouses and forts? The clause 
| would give a free hand to officers all over 
the country. The works should be 
| limited to the erection of a few covered 
itrenches, because the construction of 
military works as explained would be 
| against popular rights. 

| *Mr. BRODRICK said that as there 
| was an apprehension on the subject he 
| was ready to make the clause read that 
the works should not be of “ a permanent 
character.’’ 





Amendment by leave withdrawn. 


*Mr. BRODRICK moved after 
‘* works’’ to insert “ not of a permanent 
character.’’ 


Amendment agreed to. 


Mr. MACNEILL moved to strike out 
the proviso in paragraph (b) permitting the 
military authorities to dam up running 
water provided that it did not interfere 
with any trade or industry. It was 
needful of course to give the troops a 
fair supply for their requirements, but 
the section permitted the diversion of 
ornamental water and running water. 

Tue SOLICITOR GENERAL (Sir 
Rospert Fintay, Inverness’ Burghs) 
hoped that the hon. Member would not 
ipress his Amendment. Sometimes it 
| 
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was necessary in the course of mancuvres | this, that unless they put in words to 
that horses should be watered, and that | qualify the sub-section, a man might 
some running water should be dammed get troops tramping through his back 
for that purpose. The protection given | kitchen—[laughter|—in order to get, a 
in the sub-section was ample, but the|short cut. Under this sub-section as it 
power was necessary. | stood, if the troops thought they could 
| get a short cut to one of the authorised 
|roads they would have a perfect right to 
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Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Mr. CALDWELL moved in para-| 
graph (b) to leave out “ exercise,” and to | 
insert “carrying on.” 


Amendment agreed to. 


Mr. STEPHENS moved after 
“owner” to insert “or public au-| 
thority.” 


Amendment agreed to. 


*Mr. BRODRICK moved to insert at 
the end of Sub-section (6) that there 
should be no interference with the water 
supply of a private owner “or of those | 
entitled to use such water supply.” ‘This | 
would cover the case raised by the hon. 
Member for Mid-Lanark who was 
anxious to protect the rights of tenants 
as well as of owners in Scotland. 


Amendment agreed to. 


Mr. FLYNN moved to leave out the 
words (‘‘ except for the purpose of using 
authorised roads.”) He did not understand 
the sub-section as it stood, and asked for 
some explanation. It seemed to imply that 
for the purpose of using authorised roads 
the troops might enter on all the kinds of 
private property specified. At any rate, 
it was vague and difficult to understand, | 
and he hoped some explanation would be 
given. 

*Mr. BRODRICK said he thought the 
hon. Gentleman had not quite appre- 
ciated the object of the words. If they 
were omitted, the military might be 
entirely barred from the use of long lines 
of road across country covered in some 
cases by woods and parks. The pro- 
vision had been accepted by those who 
would be most affected by it The whole 


value of the mancuvres would be spoilt 
if the words were taken out. 

Mr. DILLON said the explanation 
showed that the hon. Gentleman had not 





carefully studied the sub-section (which 
he proceeded to quote). 


Solicitor General. 


'go in at the back door and out at the 


front. [Much laughter.| He maintained 
that that was the meaning of the sub- 
section, and challenged the right hon. 
Gentleman to prove the contrary. Whiat- 
ever the sub-section forbade might be 
done under the exception contained in 
the parenthesis. 

*Mr. BRODRICK said if the hon. 
Member would look at Clause 5 he 
would see that the Commissioners might 
determine what were to be authorised 
lands and roads. They could not deter- 
mine that which was not a road to be a 
road. 

Mr. DILLON asked what was the 
meaning of putting in this provision if 
there was nothing else in the Act 
authorising interference with dwellings, 
farmyards, etc. If there was nothing of 
the kind in the Act the sub-section was 
absolutely unnecessary. It was perfectly 
manifest that without the sub-section 
there was something in the Act giving 
this power. 

*Mr. BRODRICK : No. 

Mr. DILLON: Then why put in the 
sub-section? It was preposterous. As 
a layman, he was entitled to some 
explanation. It appeared to him as clear 
as daylight. Either the words of the 
sub-section were silly, absurd, and un- 
necessary, and ought not to be there, or 
else they had some meaning. And the 
meaning to any ordinary man, and he 
believed the legal meaning too—though 
he did not profess to be a legal authority 
—was this, that if the troops saw fit to 
pass through a dwelling-house or a farm- 
yard, or any other place forbidden by 
the sub-section, for the purpose of 
entering upon an authorised road, the 
words which his hon. Friend proposed to 
omit specifically authorised them to do 
so. [“Oh!” and “Hear, hear!”] He 
invited the hon. Gentleman to show on 
what ground he denied that interpre- 
tation. 


Tue SOLICITOR GENERAL: I 


His point was | think the hon. Gentleman would see that 
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what he had said was based on a miscon- 
ception. If he will look at the fifth 
clause, he will see that the Military 
Manceuvres Commission had power to 
make orders to determine what land, 
roads, and sources of water shall be 
‘authorised land, roads, and sources of 
water ” within the meaning of the Act. 
The word “ land” is a very general term ; 
and if it is not guarded it might be 
extended so as to enable the Com- 


Military 


missioners to make orders for the use of | 


houses, and gardens attached to them, 
and soon. I think that after this ex- 
planation the hon, Gentleman will see 
that the epithets he bestowed upon the 
sub-section as being ridiculous and un- 
necessary, are not deserved. 

Mr. DILLON: I did not say it was 
ridiculous and unnecessary. I said that 
either it was necessary or it was not. I 
am content to leave it to any lawyer to 
say ifI am not right. The contention 
of the Solicitor General was that it was 
entirely unnecessary, because he said that 
under Clause 5 the Military Commission 
had no power to order any interference 
with roads and houses— 

Tue SOLICITOR GENERAL: No. 
What I said was, that it was necessary 
in order to restrict the generality of the 
words in Clause 5. 

Mr. DILLON : 
tention. 

Tue SOLICITOR GENERAL: Then 
we are agreed—{laughter|—and I do 
not care to stop to inquire by what 
process we have come to that agreement. 
[Laughter.] If you were to leave the 
general terms of Section 5 unqualified, 
it might be extended to enable the Com- 
missioners to make orders that land 
should be considered as ‘‘ authorised 
land ” which ought to be exempted ; and 
you want this sub-section in order to 
qualify those general terms. [Mr. Dion: 
‘‘Hear, hear!’’| To that extent we 
are in absolute agreement. Perhaps I 
misunderstood the hon. Gentleman in 
supposing that he stigmatised the sub- 
section as ridiculous and unnecessary. 
Then the hon. Gentleman objects to 
these words “except for the purpose of 
using authorised roads.” The only ap- 
plication to those words which is in- 
tended is in the case specified by my 
hon. Friend, where you have roads run- 
ning through the kinds of property de- 
scribed in the sub-section. Suppose you 





That is my con- 
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have a wood with roads ‘running across 
it. It might be said,{ifj you did not in- 
troduce this qualification, ‘‘ You are not 
entitled to go on a private road which 
crosses a line of wood, because thereby 
you are entering the wood.” It is per- 
fectly obvious that you must introduce 
such a qualification, because otherwise if 
you have a wood 20 miles long only tra- 
versed by private roads you might block 
out a great part of the country from the 
troops for the purposes of the manceuvres. 
| I don’t think hon. Gentlemen need be 
| under any apprehension that under these 
| 


Maneuvres Bill. 





words a dwelling-house can be construed 
jasaroad. [ Laughter. | 


Mr. DILLON said he was sorry to in- 
terrupt. His point was—and he was con- 
vinced he was right—that in the place 
in which the words were inserted they 
did give the power of passing through a 
dwelling-house or a yard for the purpose 
of entering on an authorised road ; and 
if the object of the right hon. Gen- 
tleman was only to give power to pass 
through woods, the only thing he had to 
do was totransfer the parenthesis contain- 
ing the words of exception to the end of 
the sub-section. 


Tue SOLICITOR GENERAL: You 
will have sometimes a road which may 
pass through other places mentioned 
here. You might have a road crossing 
a pleasure ground or running through 
an orchard. Of course the Commis- 
sioners would not use their powers 
in an unreasonable way. But we are 
quite prepared to make it perfectly clear ; 
and if it will meet the hon. Gentleman’s 
views we will say “to the extent of using 
authorised roads.” 


Mr. DILLON: I agree to that. 

Tae SOLICITOR GENERAL: That 
is what the words mean at present ; but 
if it satisfies the hon. Gentleman we will 
alter the words “for the purpose of 
using” to “ to the extent of using.” 

Mr. DILLON : I accept. 

Mr. FLYNN, by leave, withdrew his 
Amendment. 

Tue SOLICITOR GENERAL moved 
to amend the clause by inserting “to 
the extent” in the place of “for the 
purpose.” 


| 





| 
| 
| Amendment agreed to. 
i 
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Mr. CALDWELL moved to amend 
the clause by inserting after “ dwelling 
house” the words— 


“land attached to any place of worship, 
school, factory, workshop, store, or premises 
used for carrying on any business or manufac- 
ture.” 


*Mr. BRODRICK: Of course there 
is not the slightest intention of entering 
any of these places, but I have no 
objection. to putting in the words. 


Amendment agreed to. 


sCOMMONS} 





Mr. FLYNN moved, in Sub-section 
(2), after “forces” to insert “in any 
portion thereof.” 


*Mr. BRODRICK resisted the Amend- 
ment on the ground that the responsi- | 
bility imposed by the second proviso ofthe | 
clause was responsibility which ought to 
fall on the officer in command. It 
was he who ought to see that the) 
provisions or clause were carried out. | 

| 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. | 


*Mr. BRODRICK moved in Sub-| 
section (2) after the word “beauty” to 
insert — 


“and shall be empowered to prevent trespass 
or damage to property by persons not belonging 
to the forces.” 


He explained that the object was to 
enable the commanding officer to prevent | 
sightseers from doing damage. | 

*Sir C. DILKE (Gloucester, Forest of 
Dean) said that in 1871 the manceuvres 
were carried out admirably, and that 
the only difficulty that arose was due to 
the fact that the troops were accompanied 


by sightseers who did a good deal of | 


damage. It was very desirable that 
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Clause 3,— 


POWER TO CLOSE ROADS. 

(1.) “Two justices of the peace may, if they 
shall think fit, on the application of a commis- 
sioned officer in command of the authorised 
forces or part thereof, by order, suspend, fora 
time not exceeding forty-eight hours, any right 
of way over any road or footpath within those 
limits and within their jurisdiction. Provided 
that any such Order shall only be made with 
regard to any county, or main, or parish road 
by at least two justices, not being military 
officers in command of the forces, sitting in petty 
sessions in the petty sessional division or 
divisions within which such road or part of road 
to be stopped is situate, and for a time not 
exceeding twelve hours, and after seven days 
notice of such intended application published in 
a newspaper circulating in the district, and 
subject to such terms and conditions as may be 


| required by the said justices for the protection 


of individuals or of the public or of public 
bodies.”’ 

(2.) “The officer in command of the 
authorised forces shall cause such public notice 
ot the Order as the justices may require to be 
given not less than twelve hours before the 
Order comes into force, and shall give all 
reasonable facilities for traffic whilst the Order 
is in force.” 


Mr. DILLON moved in Sub-section 
(1) after the words “Two justices of 
the peace” to insert the words “not 
being military officers in command of 
the forces.” 


Amendment agreed to. 


Mr. MACNEILL moved to leave 
out “ forty-eight ” and to insert “ twelve” 
as the period during which a right of 
way over a road or footpath could be 
suspended. 

*Mr. BRODRICK could not accept 
the Amendment. It was possible to 
imagine a footpath running straight 
through a camp and that camp might 
have to remain in the same place for two 
nights. In such cases it would be 
necessary to stop the right of way for 
48 hours. He might mention that 
last year an Amendment was moved 


after conference between the General from the other side of the House which 
Commanding and the county police would have allowed a right of way to be 
practical steps should be taken on such | suspended for three months. [Laughter.| 
occasions to prevent damage from being | He had been generous, and had reduced 
Dion | the period to two days. 


He was glad to think that oe Mr. DILLON quite recognised that 
Amendment would call the General’s 


it would be necessary to control the use 
attention to the importance of the point.| of footpaths running through a camp. 
|The presence of strangers in the camp at 
- hours might, of course, be a great 


Amendment agreed to, 
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nuisance. He believed, however, there | 
was a large number of small, | 
narrow, private roads leading to the | 
main roads; and it would be a 
great hardship upon many people if!) 
such bye lanes were closed even for | 
48 hours. In some cases the effect | 
would be to cut off communication 
with the outside world for that time. 
He hoped, therefore, that command- 
ing officers would be directed to exercise 
this right with some _ regard to 
the convenience of the inhabitants of 
localities. He thought that leave might 
be given to use the roads for necessary 
purposes at certainshours in the morning 
and evening. - 

Mr. POWELL-WILLIAMS thought 
that the hon. Member need be under no 
apprehension. When manceuvres had 
taken place in the past and footpaths 
had been stopped, the officers in command 
had always given reasonable facilities to 
people who were accustomed to make 
use of them, and he had no reason to 
believe that that practice would be dis- 
continued in future. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Tue SOLICITOR GENERAL moved 


to substitute “within the specified 
limits” for the words “within those 
limits.” 


Amendment agreed to. 


Tue SOLICITOR GENERAL moved 
to substitute “at least one” for “a” 
before the words “ newspaper circulating 
in the district.” 


Amendment agreed to. 


Mr. CALDWELL moved to insert 
the word “generally” after the words 
“newspaper circulating.” 


Amendment agreed to. 


Clause 4,— 


MILITARY MANCEUVRES COMMISSION. 


(1.) Whenever an Order in Council is made 
under this Act a Commission (in this Act called 
the Military Manceuvres Commission) shall be 
formed consisting of as representative members 
(a) and (4). 

(2) two persons appointed by the council of 
each county and one person appointed by 
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the council of each county borough (if 
any) wholly or partly within the specified 
limits ; and 

(b) if those limits include any part of the 
New Forest, two persons appointed by 
the court of verderers ; and 

(c) such other persons, being resident owners 
or occupiers of land within those limits, 
as may be appointed by the Secretary of 
State, but not exceeding in number 
the representative members actually 
appointed. 

(2) The commission may act by three of their 
number, and notwithstanding any vacancy in 
their number. 

(3.) Any question arising at any meeting of 
the Commission may be decided by the majority 
of those voting on the question, and if the votes 
are equal the chairman of the meeting shall have 
a second or casting vote. 


Mr. MACNEILL moved in paragraph 
(a), after “ borough ” to add— 


“and each district council representing a 
population of not less than 1,000 should send a 
representative to the Manceuvres Commission.” 


He wanted a fair representation of public 
opinion. He contended that it was 
absolutely essential that they should have 
some popular representation of the public 
view. He hoped that the Under Secre- 
tary would be able to accede to this. 
What they wanted was that this Bill 
should not compromise the rights of the 
people. It was absolutely essential to 
have persons in touch who had local 
knowledge. 

*Sir C. DILKE said in practice such a 
course would be impossible. In several 
parts of the country the effect of the 
Amendment would be to create a very 
large and altogether unworkable body. 
The difficulty was the extraordinary 
number of Urban District Councils in 
some counties. In Cornwall it would 
add fifty, increased to 100, if the War 
Office exercised its right. 

Mr. DILLON said that as they had 
no County Councils this power would be 
necessary for the Boards of Guardians so 
that they might protect the public 
interest, the difficulty might be overcome 
by fixing the population. 

Mr. W. B. BEACH (Hants, Andover) 
said he was sure full consideration would 
be given to all claims brought before it. 


Question put, “That those words be 
there inserted.” 


The House divided :—Ayes, 26 ; Noes, 
130.—(Division List, No. 354.) 
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Mr. DILLON said he understood the 
Under Secretary accepted the principle 
of the following Amendment which he 
had on the Paper—in Paragraph (c) to 
leave out “but not exceeding in number 
the representative members actually ap- 
pointed,” and insert,— 





“provided always that the representative 
members actually appointed exceed in number 
the persons appointed by the Secretary of 
State.” 


He would not, therefore, move the Amend- 
ment. 


*Mr. BRODRICK moved to leave out 
from “State” to “appointed,” and to 
insert,— 


“provided always the persons appointed 
under the foregoing provisions of this Section 
exceed in number the persons appointed by the 
Secretary of State.” 








Mr. DILLON thanked the right hon. 
Gentleman for having accepted the} 
Amendment. They had been so fairly | 
met by the right hon. Gentleman and | 
had obtained such substantial concessions | 

. . xe | 
that he would advise his Friends to move | 
no more Amendments. [“ Hear, hear! ”] | 


Amendment agreed to. 


Mr. CALDWELL moved in Sub-ection 
(3), to leave out “may,” and to insert 
“ shall.” 


Amendment agreed to. 


Clause 6,— 


COMPENSATION FOR DAMAGE. 


(1.) Where an Order in Council authorises 
the execution of military manceuvres, full com- 
pensation shall be made out of money to be 
provided by Parliament for any damage to 
person or property or interference with rights, 
arising from putting in force any of the provi- 
sions of this Act, and whether or not oc- 
casioned by the acts or defaults of the 
authorised forces, including therein all expenses 
reasonably incurred in protecting person, pro- 
perty, rights, and privileges, and any damage 
by reason of excessive weight or extraordinary 
traffic caused to any highway for the repair 
of which any public body or any individual 
is responsible. 

(2.) The Military Mancuvres Commission 
shall, with the concurrence of the Treasury, 
appoint a compensation officer or compensation 
officers to determine as speedily as possible any 
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claim for compensation under this Act, and 
settle the amount payable. 

(3.) The Commission may make regulations 
with respect to the procedure for making and 
determining claims for compensation, for 
limiting the time within which claims must be 
made, and for regulating the mode in which 
compensation is to be paid. 

(4.) If the amount of compensation is not 
settled by agreement between the compensation 
officer and the claimant, the difference between 
them shall be referred to arbitration, and for 
this purpose the service in manner directed by 
the regulations of a notice of claim for com- 
pensation shall be treated as a submission to 
arbitration within the meaning of the Arbitra- 
tion Act 1889, and that Act shall apply 
accordingly. 


Maneurres Bill. 


Amendment made: In Sub-section (1), 
after “rights,” insert “or privileges.”— 


(Mr. H. C. Stephens.) 


Clause 7,— 
OFFENCES. 


(1.) If, within the limits and during the 
period specified in an Order authorising mili- 
tary manceuvres under this Act, any person— 

(a) wilfully and unlawfully obstructs or 
interferes with the execution of the 
manceuvres ; or 

(5) without due authority enters or re- 
mains in any camp, 

he shall be liable on summary conviction to 
a fine not exceeding forty shillings, and he 
and any animal or vehicle under his charge 
| may be removed by any constable, or by, or 
| by order of, any commissioned officer of the 
| authorised forces. 

| (2.) If within the limits and during the 
| period aforesaid any person— 

| (a) without due authority moves any flag 
| or other mark distinguishing any lands ; 
or 

| (b) maliciously cuts or damages any tele- 
graph wire laid down by or for the use 
of the authorised forces, 

| he shall be liable on summary conviction to 
| a fine not exceeding five pounds. 


| Amendment made: In Sub-section (2), 
| paragraph (qa), after “ distinguishing,” in- 
sert “ for the purposes of the manceuvres. 


| (Afr. Stephens.) 


Clause 8,— 


APPLICATION TO SCOTLAND. 


In the application of this Act to Scotland— 
(1.) References to a county borough shall 
be construed as references to a royal 
burgh, parliamentary burgh, or police 
burgh. 

(2.) Cases of compensation not settled by 
agreement shall be settled as questions 
of disputed compensation under Sub- 
section 10 of Section twenty-five of the 
Local Government (Scotland) Act 1894. 
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Amendments made: 
(1), leave out “ police 
Sub-section (1), after 


In Sub-section 
”: at the end of 
“burgh,” insert 


“the Burgh Police (Scotland) Act 
1892”; insert, after the words last 
added— 


“the expressions Council of District, or Dis- 
trict Council, shall mean district committee 
acting under the Local Government (Scotland) 
Act 1889, of the county council, where no such 
district committee exists.” 


Insert after the words last added— 


“the expressions Petty Sessions, or Petty 
Sessions Division or Divisions, shall mean 
justices of the peace court.”—(Mr. Caldwell.) 


*Mr. BRODRICK hoped that the House 
would now allow him to take the Third 
Reading. 

Mr. DILLON said that as the right 
hon. Gentleman had treated them so 
courteously, he hoped his hon. Friends 
would not object to the Third Reading 
being taken. 

*Mr. CARVELL WILLIAMS joined 


with the hon. Member for East Mayo in| 


acknowledging the very conciliatory spirit 
in which the right hon. Gentleman had 
conducted the Bill through the House. 
He desired to add that the improve- 
ments which had been effected in the Bill 
amply justified the opposition which had 
been offered to previous Measures. 


Bill Read a Third time amid cheers, 
and passed. 


SUPREME COURT OF JUDICATURE 
(IRELAND) BILL. 


Considered in Committee. 


[The Cuarrman of Ways and Mzans, Mr. 
J. W. Lowruer, in the Chair. | 


Clause 1,— 


AMALGAMATION OF EXCHEQUER DIVISION 
WITH QUEEN’S BENCH DIVISION. 


(1.) The Exchequer Division shall be fused 
and amalgamated with the Queen’s Bench 
Division of the High Court, and the Lord Chief 
Baron of the Exchequer shall take rank in the 
Queen’s Bencn Division next after the Lord 
Chief Justice, and in all other respects shall 
have and enjoy the same title, rank, prece- 
dence, patronage, rights, salary, and emolu- 
ments as he had and enjoyed immediately 
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before the passing of this Act; and shall have 

the same rights in relation to appointments 
| to the offices held by the existing officers of 
the Exchequer Division (save the office of 
| master) and in relation to any office which may 

be created in substitution for any such exist- 
| ing office, as if such new office were in the 
| office in the Exchequer Division. 

(2.) Any order which may be made, during 
| the continuance in office of the Lord Chief 
| Baron, for consolidating, or reducing the num- 
| ber of the existing offices in the Queen’s Bench 
| and Exchequer Divisions, shall state which of 
the new or continuing offices shall, for the 
purposes of this section, be deemed to have 

een created in substitution for an existing 
office in the Exchequer Division. 

(3.) All causes and matters pending in the 
Exchequer Division, and all causes and matters 
which would have been assigned to that Divi- 
sion, if this Act had not passed, shall be 
assigned to the Queen’s Bench Division. 


Mr. DILLON moved to leave out 
“and the Lord Chief Baron of the Exchequer 


shall take rank in the Queen’s Bench Division 
next after the Lord Chief Justice,” 


and to insert— 


“the Lord Chief Justice shall take rank in the 
Queen’s Bench Division next after the Lord 
Chief Baron.” 


He failed to understand on what principle 
the Government had proposed to give the 
present Lord Chief Justice precedence 
over the Lord Chief Baron. He himself 
was not an admirer of the judiciary in 
Ireland, but he could not conceive how 
any one who thought the Irish Judges 
were an honour to the Bench could re- 
concile himself to seeing, in the event of 
this amalgamation, the Chief Justice of 
the Queen’s Bench taking precedence over 
the Chief Baron of the Exchequer. Would 
it be contended that the legal knowledge 
or the position as a Judge of the present 
Chief Justice of the Queen’s Bench could 
be placed in competition for a single 
moment with that of the Chief Baron? 
[“ Hear, hear!”] The Chief Baron had 
been for 25 years the head of the Court 
of Exchequer in Ireland, occupying that 
position when the present Chief Justice 
was a very insignificant member of the 
outer Bar. Was this proposal to place 
the Chief Justice in point of honour and 
of precedence over the head of the Chief 
Baron a reward for his zeal on the famous 
occasion when he wept in Court while 
defending himself and 14 other Irish 
traversers who were charged with criminal 
conspiracy, and when he declared, with 
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the tears coursing down his cheeks, that 
the accused were the noblest young men 
whom he had ever known? [Laughter.] 
Were the Government so grateful to Sir 
Peter O’Brien for that noble speech, in 
which he denounced the Government of 
the day for their oppressive laws and for 
their infamous prosecutions, that they 
were now anxious to reward him by giving 
him this precedence? [Cheers.] At the 
time of the prosecutions to which he re- 
ferred he was himself young and innocent 
enough to imagine that a barrister who 
was paid his fee for defending prisoners 
believed all he said, and when Mr. Peter 
O’Brien—as he then was—described the 
defendants as gallant young men who 
were risking their lives in defence of the 
liberties of their people he was affected, 
and his emotion was rendered still more 
intense when he actually observed the 
tears trickling down the cheeks of his 
counsel. [Laughter.| But as they grew 
older many of the illusions of youth 
passed away, and he lived to hear the 
same Mr. Peter O’Brien, as Attorney 
General, five years afterwards in another 
Government prosecution, denouncing him 
and other Irishmen as among the most 
infamous scoundrels who ever lived. 
[Laughter.] 

*Tuz CHAIRMAN or WAYS anv 
MEANS: The hon. Member is aware that 
if any attack is to be made on a Judge 
there is a proper way of doing it—by 
Motion in this House. [“ Hear, hear! ”] 
I do not see how the personal ques- 
tion can be brought up on this Amend- 
ment. The only question now before 
the Committee is whether the office 
of Chief Justice or Chief Baron is to take 
precedence, and therefore any Debate 
must be confined to the comparison be- 
tween the two offices. [‘ Hear, hear! ”] 

Mr. DILLON observed that the Court 
of Exchequer was to be amalgamated 
with the Queen’s Bench, and the question 
was whether in that amalgamation the 
Chief Baron ought to take precedence 
over the Chief Justice. He was perhaps 
straying a little from the strict rules of 
order by old recollections. His conten- 
tion was that this was essentially and 
largely a question of the personal stand- 
ing of the two men. He had had to criti- 
cise and condemn the action of the Chief 
Baron, notably in the Woodford cases, 
when he thought he sentenced men most 
unfairly, but undoubtedly his Lordship 


Mr. Dillon. 
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had the reputation of being one of the 
greatest lawyers on the Irish Bench, and 
if his Court was to be amalgamated with 
that of the Queen’s Bench it was only 
right that he should be given that pre- 
cedence in rank and position to which 
his reputation and knowledge as a lawyer 
and his standing on the Bench plainly 
entitled him. [“ Hear, hear!”] He asked 
the Government what was their justifica- 
tion for saying that Sir Peter O’Brien 
should be given precedence over a man 
who could teach him more law in a fort- 
night than he had ever learned in the 
whole course of his life. [‘ Hear! ”] 
*Tue CHAIRMAN or WAYS anv 
MEANS: The last statement of the hon. 
Gentleman seems distinctly to trench 
upon the Rules of the House. The hon. 
Gentleman is now criticising the legal 
ability of the Chief Justice, and if he 
desires to take exception to that there is 
a proper way of bringing the question 
before the House. It must be done by 
a distinct Motion ; this is not the proper 
opportunity of raising it.  [* Hear, 
hear! ”] 

Mr. DILLON should be glad if it was 
in his power to bring such a Motion be- 
fore the House, because he thought he 
could make out a strong case against the 
Chief Justice and the whole history of 
his appointment. He recognised that that 
was entirely out of order on the present 
occasion. The Government, however, 
had brought in a Bill to abolish the posi- 
tion of the Chief Baron by fusing his 
Court with that of the Queen’s Bench, 
and to place the present occupant of that 
great office second in rank to his junior 
in the profession, to his junior on the 
Bench, and his junior in legal knowledge. 
The Chief Baron was himself indifferent 
to this question of precedence and 
honour, but the Government ought not 
to take advantage of that to place him. in 
a subordinate position to one who was in 
every respect his inferior. [“ Hear, 
hear!”] He held that this was a question 
between persons, and not between offices. 
He was informed by those having a 
knowledge of legal matters to which he 
had no claim that such a proceeding was 
without precedent in this country or in 
Ireland. The custom in Judicature 
Acts had always been to recognise the 
position of the chief of the Court to be 
amalgamated until he resigned or died. 
In these very high offices of State this 








25 Supreme Court of {31 Juty 1897} Judicature (Ireland) Bill. 


question of precedence was a matter to 
which most men attached a good deal of 
importance, and it was not customary in 
connection with amalgamation to lower 
aman from the position of precedence 
and rank he had occupied for a number 
of years. The Government said the 
Chief Baron had raised no objection, and 
it was to his credit if that was so, but 
that did not relieve the Government! by the acceptance of the Amendment 
from the responsibility of dealing / than the Chief Baron himself. He hoped 
honestly and fairly with this matter. | the Motion would not be pressed. 

He did not profess to express the opinion; Mr. EDWARD CARSON (Dublin 
of the Bar, but he believed that this) University) thought it was quite evident 
Amendment would give voice to the| that the hon. Member for Mayo was 
universal opinion in Ireland of the out-! simply taking the opportunity of doing 
side public that the Chief Baron by his| what he was always prepared to do—to 
long service, his great legal acquirements, | make an attack on the Judges of Ireland. 
and high character in the Court to be [Cries of “Oh, oh!”] He was sure the 
amalgamated, was entitled to precedence | Committee were glad that the Chairman’s 
over a man who could not for a moment ruling prevented the manceuvre going to 
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and had forced the immediate amalgama- 
tion of the Exchequer Court with the 
Court of Queen’s Bench, but that was 
altogether wide from the fact. The 
Government would never have made the 
proposal if they had not ascertained 
beforehand that the Chief Baron was 
perfectly ready and willing to acquiesce 
in it, and nobody would be more pained 








compare with him in ability and quali- | 


fications. 


Tue CHIEF SECRETARY ror IRE- 


LAND (Mr. Geratp Ba.rour, Leeds, | 
Central) said the hon. Member had | 


expressed curiosity to 
what arguments the 
could possibly support the proposal 
against which his Amendment was 
directed, and in a few sentences he 
thought he could convince even the hon. 
Gentleman, notwithstanding the recollec- 
tions he had introduced into the discussion, 
that the Amendment was unreasonable. 
The question was not one as between man 
and man, it was a question as between 
one office and another office. At the 
present time the Lord Chief Justice as 
such takes precedence over the Chief 
Baron, and the Government in their 
Bill simply left this matter as they found 
it. They had not raised any personal 
question, but if the Committee were to 
accept the Amendment that would be 
precisely the question that would be 
raised. If the Amendment were adopted 
the existing Order would be inverted, 
substituting a new Order and thereby 
inflicting a very serious slur on the 
present occupant of the office of Lord 
Chief Justice. In whose interest was the 
Amendment proposed? Certainly not in 
that of the Chief Baron. He assured 
the Committee that this clause had the 
full concurrence of the Chief Baron. 
[‘*Hear, hear!’’?] The hon. Member 
had spoken as if the Government had 


know with 
Government 


the extent to which no doubt the hon. 
Member wished to carry it. For many 
years he had had the honour of knowing 
| both the Judges mentioned, and he 
could say that if there was one man 
more than another in the whole profession 
who would deprecate the Amendment of 
the hon. Member it was the Lord Chief 
Baron himself, who he was aware had 
the greatest possible friendship and ad- 
miration for the Lord Chief Justice— 
(laughter from Nationalist Members|— 
the greatest possible friendship— intimate 
friendship and greatest admiration of 
the Lord Chief Justice for his attain- 
ments as a lawyer anda Judge. [‘ Hear, 
Lear!”|] He was perfectly certain that, 
so far as the Lord Chief Justice was con- 
cerned, he would much rather have the 
words in the Bill giving him his proper 
precedence struck out than that any 
proposal of the nature of that suggested 
by the hon. Member should be enter- 
tained. What was the position at the 
moment of the Lord Chief Justice? As 
President of the Queen’s Bench and as 
Chief Justice he was chief or head of the 
common law Bar of Ireland, and this 
Motion was made, not as against any 
proposal to take away any precedence 
the Chief Baron already had, but made 
with a view to deposing the Lord Chief 
Justice from the high position he had 
enjoyed, and it could only be put forward 
with a view of causing annoyance. 
[Cries of “Oh, oh!”| It was an attempt 





forced this proposal on the Chief Baron | to give vent to a kind of personal spite 
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against the Lord Chief Justice [Cries of 
“ Order !” 

Mr. MACNEILL rose toorder. Was 
it not contrary to the rules of order to 
accuse a Member of personal spite ? 

*THE CHAIRMAN or WAYS anp 
MEANS said the hon. Member had not 
been attacked. 

Mr. CARSON said it was to give 
vent to personal spite, and the hon. 
Member knew that from his position the 
Lord Chief Justice could not answer. 

Dr. CLARK (Caithness) rose to order. 
Was it order for an hon. Member to 
attribute motives to another? The right 
hon. Gentleman had imputed personal 
spite as the motive for the course the 
hon. Member had taken. He had always 
understood it was not in order to impute 
motives. 

*THE CHAIRMAN or WAYS anp 
MEANS: It is not in order to impute 
motives, and if the right hon. Gentleman 
the Member for Dublin University has 
imputed a motive I am sure he will see 
it is undesirable to do so and will not 
do so. 

Mr. CARSON said he did not want 
to impute any personal motive, and, if he 
had done so, did not in the least wish to 
persevere. If what he had said bore that 
construction it would be doing exactly 
what he deprecated the hon. Member 
doing in relation to the Lord Chief 
Justice of Ireland. The only argument 
he bad heard put forward for the Amend- 
ment was that one of the Judges was 
senior to the other, the Chief Baron to 
the Lord Chief Justice. It was an 
absolutely ridiculous argument, as the 
hon. Member must know. As _ well 
might it be said that the Lord Chief 
Justice of England ought to be deposed 
from his high position because he was 
one of the junior Judges on the Bench. 
It was said that one was a better lawyer 
than the other, but it had never yet been 
suggested that the position of Judge 
should be filled up after competitive 
examination. He had only risen to 
deprecate these attacks, founded on no 
substantial ground or argument what- 
soever, and he hoped the House would 
appraise at their true value the charac- 
ters of Irish Judges as given by hon. 
Members opposite. [‘ Hear, hear! ”] 

Mr. FLYNN said that the question 
of man against man was really raised by 
vhe Bill itself. He did not wish to 


Mr. Edward Carson. 
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appraise the respective merits of the 
Chief Baron and the Lord Chief Justice ; 
that had been Jong since settled by 
public opinion and the Bar of Ireland. 
Here was a senior Judge of great reputa- 
tion and high standing, and the Govern- 
ment put this indignity upon him of 
placing over him another Judge, whose 
qualifications he would not discuss, and 
which, notwithstanding the absence of 
competitive examination, had been fairly 
estimated as not equal to those of the 
Chief Baron on any point. It was unfair 
to the Chief Baron to put the alternative 
before him of agreeing or disagreeing 
with the Bill. The Amendment of his 
hon. Friend had the approval of public 
opinion in Ireland, and if any invidious 
comparison between one who was a great 
lawyer and one who was not was raised, 
it was the Government who had raised 
the issue in the clause. 

Mr. DILLON said the answer of the 
Chief Secretary had not convinced him. 
At present the Chief Baron was head of 
a Court, and from that position he was 
to be degraded. He should certainly 
proceed to a Division. 

Mr. DAVID SHEEHY (Galway, 
S.), who was indistinctly heard, was 
understood to support the Amendment. 


Question put: “That the words pro- 
posed to be left out stand part of the 
clause.’’ 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 120 ; 
Noes, 32.—(Division List, No. 355.) 


Clause 2,—- 


AS TO JUDGESHIPS IN QUEEN’S BENCIL 
DIVISION. 

(1.) One of the existing vacancies in the 
office of puisne Judge of the Queen’s Bench 
Division of the High Court shall not be filled 
until the occurrence of the vacancy next ensuing 
after the passing of this Act in the office of 
Judge of the Probate and Matrimonial Division. 

(2.) The other such vacancy shall be filled by 
the appointment of the Honourable Walter 
Boyd, and that appointment shall be effected by, 
and on the passiny of this Ac’, 


Mr. DILLON moved in Sub-section 
(1) to leave out the words “one of.” 
This Bill, in its main lines, was nota 
reform but a job. There were many 
abuses connected with the judicial system 
of Treland, but the greatest abuse was 
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involved in the relation of judicial 
salaries to the emoluments earned by the 
leaders of the Bar. So great had been 
the falling off in legal business in the 
country and in the general prosperity of 
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There were in Ireland 17 Judges. Two 
of them received £2,000 a year, and the 
others received from £3,500 to £8,000 a 
year, the latter being the monstrous salary 
paid to the Lord Chancellor. One would 


the country that, at the present moment, | imagine that if the Government found 


in saying that there were not six 


barristers in Ireland earning £2,000 a| 


ear. 
Te in Ireland thought themselves well 
off if they were making £2,000 a year. 
It was a question of the utmost impor- 
tance to consider what ought to be the 
proportion between the salaries of the 
Judges and the salaries commonly 


earned by the leaders of the Bar in| 


he believed he was well within the mark |it necessary to abolish any Judgeships 


they would abolish some of the more 
highly paid offices. It was evident, how- 


[A laugh.| The leaders of the |ever, that this Government had said to 


themselves, “ let us abolish the lower paid 
Judges, so that we may say to the world 
that no man can be got toact as a Judge 
for less than £3,500 a year.’ That was 
an admirable idea in the interests of the 
Bar. The two Bankruptcy Judgeships, 
to which were attached salaries of £2,00U 


order to secure for the Judicial Bench|a year, were to be abolished. When 
the very best talent which the Bar could | making such a proposal the Government 
give. In Ireland, at the _ present| were bound to give the Committee some 
moment, there existed a relation between | grounds for the belief that competent 
the salaries of the Judges and the! mencould not be procured to do the work 
earnings of the barristers such as existed | for £2,000 a year. The Bankruptcy 
in no other country in the world.| Court in Dublin had existed for a long 
Tf the same relation between the salaries | time, and no one had found fault with 


of the Judges and the earnings of the 
leaders of the Bar were to exist in 
London as existed at present in Dublin, | 
they would have to raise the salaries of 
the English Judges to about £15,000 a 
year. It was perfectly well known that 
when leaders of the Bar in England 
accepted Judgeships, they generally con- 
sented to a considerable reduction in 
their incomes. That was _ perfectly 





right, because a man accepted a Judge- 
ship for several reasons ; he was willing | 
to accept an oflice giving him a 
lesser income because he obtained 
dignity of position, security of seudiion, | 


it. Judge Boyd was to be transferred 
to the Queen’s Bench Division at a 
salary of £3,500. Judge Boyd was glad 
to accept a Judgeship in the Bankruptcy 
Court at £2,000 ten years ago when he 
could have no idea that this Bill would be 
introduced. What had happened in the 
business of the Bankruptcy Court, or in 
the general level of the incomes of Irish 
Barristers, to justify the Government in 
saying that in future no man could be 
got to do the duty at £2,000 a year? He 
maintained that nothing had happened 
to justify such an assertion. As a matter 
of fact, the volume of legal business had 





and an assurance of a good retiring | decreased, and he did not think the 
allowance after a certain number of years’ | Government were even justified in keep- 
service. The terms ought to be sufficient | ing the number of Irish Judges at that 
to tempt the best intellects of the Bar, | which was contemplated by the Bill. 

but not such as to permit them to double) Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said that 
the incomes they were now making by | the only two Judgeships in Ireland, apart 
their profession. The sound principles | from the County Courts, which were paid 
which obtained in England had been) at a salary of £2,000, were the Bank- 
departed from in Treland. The reason|ruptey Judgeships. All the Judges of 
was to be found in the history of the| the High Court received £3,500, and it 
Union and in the whole political history | was for the hon. Member for Mayo to 
of the country. The educated classes of | show that that salary was too high. The 
Treland had been corrupted—[‘ hear | hon. Member forgot that when Judge 
hear !”|—and partly because the salaries, Boyd became a Judge of Queen’s Bench 
of the Irish Judges had been maintained | he would have to deal with the whole of 
at double the figure which would easily | the Bankruptcy business, which, up to 
command the best intellect of the Bar of; the time of Judge Miller’s death was 
Ireland. That was the main abuse con-| shared with that Judge. In the some- 
nected with the Judiciary in Ireland.| what misplaced anxiety of the hon. 
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Member to reduce the salaries of the Irish 
Judges he had forgotten the amalgama- 
tions and consolidations which were the 
principal objects of the Bill. Every re- 
former of the judicial system in Ireland 
had long been anxious to amalgamate the 
Bankruptcy Court with the Court of 
Queen’s Bench, but the hon. Member 
would sacrifice that result merely for the 
sake of reducing salaries. The Govern- 
ment could not accept the Amendment. 

Mr. MICHAEL DAVITT (Mayo, 8.) 
said that the right hon. Gentleman had 
forgotten that the work of all the Judges 
in Ireland was decreasing year by year 
in consequence of diminishing population 
and litigation. But at no time in the 
history of the Irish Bench had Irish 
Judges worked as laboriously as did the 
Judges in England. Even after the Bill 
became law the number of Judges in 
Ireland would be far out of proportion 
to the number in England, There would 
be 17 for a population of a little over 
four millions. On the same scale England 
would have nearly 140 Judges. Crime 
and litigation in Ireland, too, were much 
less than in England relatively to the 
population. The cost of the administra- 
tion of the law in Ireland was £2,600,000 
a year. On the same scale England 
would pay £15,000,000 a year. Would 
not English Members protest against 
such a charge? Why, then, did they 
not support Irishmen in their protest ! 
This was a dishonest and “stop-gap” 
Bill, the object of which was to prevent 
the carrying out of any real reform. 

Mr. J. COGHILL (Stoke-on-Trent) 
said that most people were of opinion 
that there were too many Judges in 
Treland, and that the Judges were too 
highly paid. {Vationalist cheers.| When 
the Chief Secretary found hon. Members 
opposite in the mood to assist in reducing 
the Irish Bench he was surprised that 
the right hon. Gentleman did not avail 
himself of the opportunity. [ Vationalist 
cheers. | 

Mr. CARSON said that the hon. 
Member for Stoke spoke no doubt with 
an intimate knowledge of the internal 
condition of Ireland, and his statements 
as to the overmanning of the Bench were 
most interesting. [Laughter.] He 
wished to state emphatically—and he 
had no personal interest in the 
matter—that this Bill reduced the 
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number of Irish Judges to the very 
Mr. Gerald Balfour. 


{COMMONS} 





32 


Judicature (Ireland) Bill. 


extreme limit possible under existing 


circumstances. Any further reduction 
would require the repeal of every single 
Act of Parliament at present regulating 
the judicial system in Ireland. The 
whole of the circuit system would have 
to be altered, and the system of sum- 
moning jurors, who at present were often 
brought from inconvenient distances. 
In addition, the real business of the 
country people of Ireland—the civil bill 
appeals—would have to be left undone. 
That was an almost perfect system for 
the poor. It enabled every case heard 
before a Connty Court, on the mere 
service of notice, to be taken before a 
Judge of a High Court sitting on the 
spot, and rehearing all the evidence. 
There were 4,000 or 5,000 of those 
cases every year. When hon. Members 
demanded a further reduction in the 
number of Judges did they wish to 
interfere with that system? Then a 
change would have to be made in the 
Court of Appeal in Ireland. That would 
| be most undesirable, because a strong 
Court of Appeal was very necessary in 
Ireland, Irish suitors not being able to 
afford an appeal to the House of Lords. 
If the duties of the Bench were still 
further subdivided it would no longer be 
possible to have more than occasional 
sittings of the Court of Appeal. 
To his mind nothing could be more 
calamitous than to so alter the system of 
judicature as to take away any of the 
existing advantages that were to be 
gained by having a strong appellate 
tribunal sitting in Dublin. The argu- 
ment derived from relative population 
was not a fair test. Take, for instance, 
the Appeal Court. There was one 
| Appeal Court in Ireland, and only two 
in London ; but they could not therefore 
| say the Court of Appeal in Ireland ought 
| to be abolished. Whatever the number 
|of cases that came before them, it was 
| absolutely necessary the Court of Appeal 
|should be there for such cases as arose. 
As to the question of the relative incomes 
made by Irish barristers and the salaries 
of Irish Judges, he entirely joined issue 
with the figures of the hon. Member for 
East Mayo. He did not believe that the 
incomes of the Irish Bar had been 
reduced to the figures cited. At all 
events, if they had, he could state 
positively that it must be within the last 
three or four years, because when he was 
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more intimately acquainted with the 
Trish Bar, there certainly were a very 
large number of men in Dublin who were 
making sums equal to the salaries that 
were given to the Irish Judges in the 
superior Courts—£3,500 a year—and he 
believed at the present time there were 
several men who were making incomes in 
dv ance of the salaries given to the 
Judges. The comparison of England 
and Treland was a most unfortunate 
one, and for this reason, that they 
did get at the Irish Bar the best 
talent and the most successful for 
the incomes that were by statute 
given to the Judges. That they did not 
get at the English Bar, and without in 
the least degree wishing to make any 
invidious comparisons, he did not think 
that the majority of the Judges who were 
appointed in England were men who 
make any great sacrifice in relation to 
their incomes when they go on the 
Bench. [An Hon. Member: ‘‘ £12,000 
or £15,000 a year!”] These were not 
men who took Puisne Judgeships. And 
when he cast his mind over the more 
recent appointments, if their incomes 
were to be tested, the House would be 
amazed at the incomes of some of the 
men who had been promoted. He would 
also say that, in his opinion, appoint- 
ments to the Bench ought to have no 
relationship to the income a man was 
making at the Bar. It did not follow 
that because a man was making a large 
income at the Bar he was therefore the 
most suitable man for the Bench. That 
was a statement which any lawyer would 
entirely agree with. On the grounds he 
had indicated, he saw no justification for 


Supreme Court of 


{31 Juty 1897} Judicature (Ireland) Bill. 





| 


34 


Mr. DAVITT said the right hon, and 
learned Gentleman was always ready to 
sneer either at a fellow-countryman or 
any English Members who had the 
courage to utter a word of sympathy with 
Ireland. {Nationalist cheers.| The right 
hon. Gentleman had made a very able 
speech in defence of his brethren of the 
Bar in Ireland, and had lauded them to 
the skies at the expense of Members of 
the same profession in England. He 
seemed to forget that one of the greatest 
Judges, Chief Justice Whitehead, once 
said of the Irish Bar that it was one of 
the most corrupt professions in the world. 
If the present number of Judges in this 
greatcountry, with its teeming population 
and its enormous trade and commerce, 
could carry on the administration, why 
could not a number of Judges relative to 
the population and the trade and commerce 
of Ireland dosimilar work? The number 
of Judges in Ireland ought to be cut 
down to ten or eight. That would be 
quite enough to carry on the Courts in 
Ireland if Irish Judges attended to their 
work like English Judges, and did not 
do so much political work for the right 
hon. Gentleman and men of his political 
party. [Cheers.| And if the profession 
of the Bar in Ireland was so profitable, 
why had the right hon. Gentleman fled 
the country and come over here ? 
[Cheers.| The right hon. Gentleman’s 
presence here in England and his speech 
were ample proof that they were entitled 
to cut down the number of Judges in 
Treland. 

Mr. FLYNN supported the Amend- 
ment, and pointed out that at the present 
moment the Irish Judges had been going 


the attack made, whether on the salaries | round and getting white gloves all over 
or on the number of Judges as they | the country, so little had they to do at 


would be after the Bill was passed ;| the assizes. 


and, for his own part, he suggested that 
in this matter of maintaining the Irish 
Bench, its high position and its great 
traditions, it was not for this House to 
be considering in any niggardly or cheese- 
paring way whether they were to add on 
this or take away that from a great 
institution which had hitherto worked 
well in Ireland. He would recommend 
his hon. Friend, before he again gave the 
House his interesting opinions, to make 
himself a little more acquainted with the 
institution which he had ventured to 
attack. 


VOL, LIT. [rourrH sertss. ] 





The Chief Secretary seemed 
to forget that there had been a great 
devolution of bankruptcy business in 
Treland, and that since the establishment 
of local Courts in Cork and Belfast, a 
large amount of work hitherto done by 
the Superior Courts in Bankruptcy in 
Dublin had vanished. If there was to 
be a reform of the judiciary system, it 
would be this, that Judge Boyd be 
retained in his present position as a 
single Judge of the Court of Bankruptcy 
and at the same salary, and _ that 
vacancies in the Court of Queen’s 
Bench should not be filled up; that 
would be a saving of three of the 
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higher positions, and a salary of £2,000 
would be ample to recompense any 
Judge in transacting that business. 
He showed that on the basis of popula- 
tion there was an excess of £163,000 in 
the legal salaries of Ireland as compared 
with those in this country. He had been 
informed by one well acquainted with the 
Irish Bar that over 90 per cent. of those 
practising would be glad to take a County 
Court Judgeship. 

Mr. DILLON could not admit the 
correctness of the Chief Secretary’s state- 
ment that Judge Boyd would have to do 
the work of two Judges. He had seen 
it stated in a Dublin newspaper the other 
day that the Recorder of Antrim and 
Belfast discharged more Bankruptcy 
Court business than the Bankruptcy 
Judge in Dublin. His salary was less 
than £2,000; but here it was proposed 
to raise the salary of the Bankruptcy 
Court Judge to £3,500. If the Govern- 
ment would agree to the suggestion that 
Judge Boyd should come into the Queen’s 
Bench at £2,000, and that the salaries of 
future Puisne Judges should be £2,000, 
his objection would be withdrawn. But 
he objected to a system whereby, under 
the guise of a Reform Bill, the Govern- 
ment were really perpetrating a job. 

Mr. J. J. SHEE (Waterford, W.) com- 
mented on the discrepancy between the 
view of the Chief Secretary and the in- 
tention of the Bill. The Chief Secretary 
had stated that the main object of the 
Bill was to effect a consolidation of courts 
and offices in Dublin, but the intention 
of the Bill was to reduce the admittedly 
extravagant expenditure of the Irish 
judiciary. 

*Mr. J. G. WEIR (Ross and Cromarty) 
advised the Government to bring forward 
a substantial reform, and not tinkering 
legislation like this. It appeared to him 
that Ireland was eaten up with Judges. 
[Laughter.| The Chief Secretary for Ire- 
land made a remark with which he agreed 
—that if you impose extra work on a 
man you ought to give him extra pay. 
If Judge Boyd was fit to do double work 
and get double pay, they had either given 
him far too little work to do hitherto, 
or they were going to work him to death 
in the future. They had been told, how- 
ever, that the work of the Judges in Ire- 
land was falling off considerably, and to 
double the pay of one of them was simply 
monstrous. It was not fair that Ireland 
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should be burdened with these heavy 
charges and with this excessive number of 
Judges, and it appeared to him that the 
whole business was very much like a poli- 
tical job—as though they were keeping 
a place warm for some younger man. 
[Jrish cheers.} He should certainly vote 
with the hon. Member for East Mayo if 
he went to a Division. 


Question put, “That the words ‘one 
of’ stand part of the clause.” 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 113 ; 
Noes, 32.—(Division List, No. 356.) 


Mr. DILLON moved to omit Sub-sec- 
tion (2). He said the House had been 
condemned to a forlorn and dreary after- 
noon sitting for the purpose of rewarding 
Judge Boyd by an addition of £1,500 to 
his salary, and he did not think hon. 
Members, when they went home to 
dinner, would be able to reflect that they 
had done very much useful public ser- 
vice that day. [“Hear, hear!”] He 
maintained that the Chief Secretary for 
Ireland had not, up to that moment, 
attempted to give a single reason why 
Judge Boyd should be paid £3,500 a year 
for doing what he had been doing for two 
years for £2,000 a year. He did not 
believe that it was proposed to throw any 
additional work upon Judge Boyd. 
| Nothing of the kind. Either he had not 
| had sufficient work to occupy his time in 
the past, or—as he believed was the fact 
—the business of his Court had decreased 
so much that one Judge was perfectly 
| able to do it. As he had pointed out, 
the wording of the subsequent section— 
| which said that the Lord Lieutenant 
| should assign one Judge of the Court of 
| Queen’s Bench in future to do the work 
|of the Bankruptcy Court, while Sec- 
| tion (4) provided that this Judge should 
| have all the nowers of the Bankruptcy 
Court—was sufficient to show that the 
Government expected—no doubt on good 
information—that one Judge would be 
enough to do all the Bankruptcy busi- 
ness. Did the Government mean to tell 
them that they were going to ask one 
man to do two men’s work? He never 
heard of a Judge doing two men’s work in 
Ireland, and he did not believe it would 
ever be done there. He did not believe 
there was a shadow of justification for 
this increase of Judge Boyd’s salary 
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unless it were to be in the shape of a 
reward for political services. That was 
the ground of his objection to the whole 
Bill, and especially to this section—that 
it proposed to increase the salary of 
Judges in Ireland without any excuse 
whatever, and that it therefore came 
within the definition of a political job. 
[Irish cheers.| They heard the other day 
a statement made in reference to Judge 
Boyd, when mention was made of his 
great services in defending Mr. William 
0’Brien—though he could hardly see why 
that should be stated as a claim for his 
promotion as an Irish Judge. No doubt 
he had on a certain occasion ably de- 
fended Mr. William O’Brien from the 
attacks made upon him by a gang of men 
then located at Dublin Castle. But he 
could hardly fancy that was the reason 
for rewarding him, for he found that this 
gentleman, who was held up to the ad- 
miration of the House of Commons for 
his able conduct as an advocate in defend- 
ing Mr. O’Brien, within two months took 
a brief for Mr. French, the leader of this 
Dublin gang, whom he defended with the 
same fidelity and ability as he had dis- 
played on behalf of Mr. O’Brien, and in 
the course of defending Mr. French e- 
nounced his former client in the most 
scandalous manner. [Laughter.| Seeing 
that, as counsel for Mr. O’Brien, the in- 
famous character of Mr. French must 
have come to his knowledge, it did appear 
to be rather a singular thing that he 
should have afterwards taken up the 
defence of Mr. French. He had himself 
but little doubt that the action of the 
Government in regard to Judge Boyd was 
based on the fact that he placed his Court 
at the service of Dublin Castle when it 
was wished to imprison men who had won 
the confidence of the Nationalist Party. 
Unfortunately in Ireland the Bench was 
manned by political partisans, and that 
evil was not likely to be remedied as long 
as there were such high judicial salaries 
to tempt the Irish Bar. 

Tue FIRST LORD or tue TREA- 
SURY (Mr. A. J. Batrovr, Manchester, 
E.) said that he did not intend to occupy 
any time by a defence of Judge Boyd, 
who was an eminent Judge requiring no 
defence at his hands. But the hon. 
Member charged the Government with 
attempting to perpetrate a job in favour 
of an-individual member of the Bench. 
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If the hon. Member referred to the pro- 
posal to give an increased salary to that 
individual, he would point out to him 
that a Bill was not necessary for the pur- 
pose, and that there was not the slightest 
ground for supposing that the failure of 
this Bill to pass would in any way injure 
the prospects of Judge Boyd. The only 
result of the failure of the Bill would be 
to perpetuate what was admitted to be an 
undesirable state of things in connection 
with the Irish Bench. But the chief 
reason for his rising was to say that the 
Government could not ask the House of 
Commons to sit for an indefinite period. 
[‘‘ Hear, hear!”] He was himself most 
anxious that the Bill should pass, and 
he did not suppose that hon. Gentlemen 
below the Gangway opposite really de- 
sired to kill it. But they were pursuing 
a course which must have that result. 
Unless the Bill could be got through 
Committee that day, hon. Members must 
know that it could not survive, having 
regard to the period of the Session which 
had been reached. He therefore would 
ask hon. Members to assist the Govern- 
ment to pass the Measure through the 
present stage. If impediments were to 
be put in the way, there would be no 
probability of their being able to com- 
plete this legislation this Session, nor, 
as far as he could see, in the course of 
any near Session. The responsibility 
must rest upon those who took the course 
to which he was referring. A large part 
of the Debate had turned upon the ques- 
tion of Judge Boyd’s salary, and he 
thought that question had now been 
threshed out. If the hon. Member for 
East Mayo would consent to take a Divi- 
sion now, they might, he believed, dis- 
pose of the remaining Amendments in a 
brief time. But if a Division were not 
taken without further delay, he could not 
hold out any prospects to the House and 
the hon. Member that he would be able 
to find the necessary time for completing 
the Bill. [Cheers.] 

Mr. ARTHUR O'CONNOR (Donegal, 
E.) opposed the Amendment. The pur- 
pose of the Bill was to effect economies, 
and one of the economies proposed was 
the abolition of the office of Judge of the 
Court of Bankruptcy and the inclusion of 
that Court in the Queen’s Bench Divi- 
sion. That seemed to him, in the cir- 
cumstances of the case, to be a very 
rational purpose. [“Hear, hear!”] The 
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rejection of the words referring to Judge 
Boyd would not prevent him from getting 
any appointment that the Government 
chose to give him. The Amendment, 
therefore, would fail to prevent this pai- 


ticular gentleman from obtaining pro- | 


motion. 

Mr. DAVITT said that he objected to 
the Bill because it a stop-gap 
Measure which would prevent any real 
reform in the judiciary of Ireland for 
many years. The Irish Bench was 
greatly overmanned, and the demand for 
a reform was not satisfied by the pro- 
posed small reduction in the number of 
Judges. To bring the number of Irish 


was 


Judges into proportion with the number | 


of Judges in England the former would 
have to be reduced by ten or more. 
sum thus saved would be of some use to 
Ireland. He objected to the proposed in- 
crease of Judge Boyd’s salary because, in 
his opinion, all the Irish Judges were 
overpaid, and he believed it was admitted 
that Judge Boyd had less work to do now 
than when he was first made a Judge in 
the Bankruptcy Court. Since then there 
had been some devolution of his work. 
The Recorder of Belfast, he understood, 
performed part of it. Judges in Ireland 
did not work on nearly as many days in 
the year as the English Judges did. 

Mr. GRANT LAWSON (Yorkshire, 
N.R., Thirsk) reminded the hon. Member 
that as a result of the abolition of the 
Bankruptcy Judgeship £2,000 a year 
would be saved, and would be devoted 
to useful purposes in Ireland. 

Mr. DAVITT said that he should 
always refuse to be influenced by such 
considerations. What had hon. Mem- 
bers, who made so much of such paltry 
sums as £2,000 and £3,000, to say about 
the millions that had been stolen from 
Ireland by this country. [Cries of 
“Oh!” and “ Hear, hear! ”} 


Question put, “That Sub-section (2) 
stend part of the Clause.” 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 107 ; 
Noes, 28.—(Division List, No. 357.) 
Mr. Arthur O’Connor. 


{COMMONS} 


The | 
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ABOLITION OF JUDGESHIPS OF COURT OF 
BANKRUPTCY AND PROVISION FOR CONSOLI- 
| DATION OF TITAT COURT WITH THE SUPREME 
COURT. 

(1.) The office of Judge of the Court of 
| Bankruptcy shall be abolished, and that Court 
| shall be united and consolidated with the 
| Supreme Court, and all jurisdiction and powers 
| of the Court of Bankruptcy, under any Act or 
| otherwise, and of the Judges thereof or either 
of them, shall vest in and be exercised by the 
High Court, and all causes and matters pend- 
ing in the Court of Bankruptcy, or which 
would have been within the cognisance of that 
Court if this Act had not passed, shall be 
assigned to the Queen’s Bench Division. 

(2.) The Judicature (Ireland) Acts 1877 to 
1888 shall, subject to the provisions of this 
Act, have effect for the purpose of such union 
and consolidation as if the same had been 
effected by those Acts, except that all expres- 
| sions referring to the time appointed for the 
commencement of the principal Act shall be 
corstrued as referring to the date of the 
passing of this Act, and all rules and orders 
to be made after the passing of this Act in 
reference to bankruptcy jurisdiction shall be 
made and altered by the authorities in that 
behalf provided by the Judicature (Ireland) 
Acts 1877 to 1888, as amended by this Act; 
provided that the existing rules and orders in 
bankruptcy shall remain in force until altered. 


Mr. CARSON moved at the end of the 
clause to add :— 


(3) A solicitor shall have the same right of 
audience in all proceedings in bankruptcy, as 
before the passing of this Act. 


He said that the Incorporated Law 
Society were very anxious to have this 
Amendment carried. They thought that 
when the amalgamation took place there 
might be some doubt as to whether the 
right of audience was preserved, and it 
was in order to make the matter clear 
that he had put down the Amendment. 


Amendment agreed to. 
Clause 4,— 


(1.) All causes and matters in bankruptcy 
shall be ordinarily disposed of by or under the 
direction of one of the Judges of the Queen’s 
Bench Division, to be assigned by the Lord 
Lieutenant, and the Judge so assigned shall 
have for that purpose the same jurisdiction and 
authority as the Judges of the Court of Bank- 
ruptcy would have had if this Act had not 
passed, and may also appoint and remove the 
Chief Registrar and Official Assignees in bank- 
ruptcy, subject to any changes in the official 
staff which may be made under the Judicature 
(Ireland) Acts 1877 to 1888, as amended by 
this Act, or otherwise. The Honourable 
Walter Boyd shall be deemed to be the Judge 
first assigned under this provision, and he shall 
not act under any Commission of Assize, Nisi 
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Prius, Oyer and Terminer, or Gaol Delivery, 
unless so required by the Lord Chancellor. 

(2.) Appeals in bankruptcy matters shall lie 
to the Court of Appeal in the same manner and 
in respect of the same proceedings as before 
the passing of this Act. 

(3.) The percentages payable to the Official 
Assignees in pursuance of Section sixty-seven 
of the Irish Bankrupt and Insolvent Act 1857 


Supreme Court of 


shall be fixed, by means of a scale or otherwise, | 


by the Lord Chancellor, with the advice and 
consent of the Lord Chief Justice and Lord 
Chief Baron, or either of them, and with the 
concurrence of the Treasury. 

(4.) Subject to the provisions of the prin- 
cipal Act and this Act, all officers (including 
Official Assignees), clerks, and _ subordinate 
persons who are at the passing of this Act, 


attached to the Court of Bankruptcy, shall be | 


attached to the High Court; and the offices in 
bankruptcy shall be consolidated with the 
offices of the Queen’s Bench Division in such 


manner as may be provided by order made, | 
with the concurrence of the Treasury, by the | 


Lord Chancellor, the Lord Chief Justice, and 
the Lord Chief Baron, or any two of them, of 
whom the Lord Chancellor shall be one; pro- 
vided that no officer or clerk at the passing of 
this Act attached to the Court of Bankruptcy 
shall be in a worse position as regards tenure 
of office, salary, or superannuation allowance 
(if any), than he would have been in if this 
Act had not passed. 

(5.) The vacancy in the office of Official 
Assignee in bankruptcy next occurring after 


the passing of this Act shall not be filled, | 
unless in the opinion of the Lord Chancellor | 
it is desirable and necessary, and if not filled | 


there shall be in Dublin one Official Assignee 
only, who shall, subject to rules of court, dis- 
charge all the duties of the office. 

(6.) Subject to rules of court, all bankruptcy 
matters shall be entitled “In bankruptcy.” 

(7.) Subject to rules of court, any Judge of 
the High Court may exercise in Chambers the 
whole or any part of his jurisdiction in bank- 
ruptcy. 

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL For IRE- 
LAND (Mr. J. Arxinson, Londonderry, 
N.) moved to omit from that part 
of Sub-section (1) which refers to Judge 
Boyd, the words “ he shall not,” and in- 
sert “neither he nor any Judge subse- 
quently assigned as aforesaid shall.” 


Amendment agreed to. 


Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL ror 
IRELAND moved at the end of Sub-sec- 
tion (1) to add,— 

“but this provision shall not app'y to any 


Judge, appointed before the passing of this 
Act, without his own consent.” 


Amendment agreed to. 


Mr. FLYNN moved in Sub-section (3) 
after “assignees,” to insert “and their 
staff.” 


Mr. DILLON said that he understood 
that considerable alarm was felt amongst 


{31 Juny 1897} Judicature (Ireland) Bill. 42 


| the staff of the official assignees as to 
| What their position would be in the event 
of one of the official assignees being 
| abolished. 
| Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said he was 
afraid the Government could not accept 
| the Amendment. 
| Mr. DILLON thought it was a very 
j hard case. The Government went out 
| of their way to put in special words to 
| protect the official assignees, but their 
| unfortunate assistants, some of whom 
had been 15 or 20 years in the Service, 
| were left out. Was that common jus- 
| tice? If they were going outside the tech- 
| nical definition of an oflicer of the Court 
in order to protect the official assignees, 
why should the staff be left out? 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said that 
part of the staff, if not the whole, were 
appointed by the official assignees them- 
selves. They were not public servants. 

Mr. DILLON asked if the office of one 
of the official assignees was abolished, 
were the Government going to turn adrift 
without compensation the unfortunate 
| subordinates of that officer? While they 
went out of their way to safeguard the 
official assignee, were they going to leave 
him with five or six clerks in the deplor- 
| able condition of expecting to be kicked 
| out of office without any compensation ? 
| Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL ror 
| IRELAND said that several Acts of Par- 
| liament recognised the official assignee 
| as an official of the Court for certain 
purposes, and this clause was put in to 
make it clear that every person attached 
to the Court in the service of the Crown 
would be covered by the words “ subor- 
dinate persons.” The official assignees 
| had the power to employ for their own 
purposes certain assistants, who were in 
| no way Government officials. They were 
simply private servants of the official 
assignees. 

Mr. DILLON: Is not the official as- 
signee paid in exactly the same way his 
staff is? 

Toe ATTORNEY GENERAL ror 
IRELAND: No, certainly not. His staff 
is paid by him out of his own pocket. 

Mr. CARSON said he knew there was 
a good deal of feeling about this matter 
amongst the clerks, and really, although 
they might be paid in a particular way, 
they were in reality servants of the 
Court of Bankruptcy, and some of them 
very efficient servants. He did not want 
the Government to put these men in a 
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better position than they were in before, 
but he was very anxious they should not 
suffer from amalgamation. He would 


ask whether his right hon. Friend could , 
not put in some words to secure that | 
they should not find themselves in a) 


worse position than they were before. 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said 
thought that such a provision would be 
absolutely without precedent, but he 


would consider between this and Report | 


if anything could be done. 

Mr. ARTHUR O’CONNOR said this 
was a matter in which there was certainly 
room for improvement in the existing 
system. In certain branches of the pub- 
lic Services there was a system of farm- 
ing out clerical work. [* Hear, hear! ”| 
There were a number of men who were 
in all respects practically Civil Servants, 
but this system placed them absolutely 
under the control of the man who hired 
them. They were the clerks of a man 
who was allowed a certain amount of 
public money for the purpose of provid- 
ing clerks. The result was that there 
was a sweating system in the public ser- 
vice. |“ Hear, hear!”] He was afraid 
it would not do to place them upon the 
staff of the legal establishment, because 


they had not undertaken those tests or | 


complied with those conditions which are 
de rigeur to men in the Civil Service 
proper. He thought the suggestion that 
the Chief Secretary should consider before 
Report a way of protecting these men 
who had given such long and faithful 
service, a good one. [“ Hear, hear!” 

Mr. FLYNN said that on the under- 
standing that the Government would con- 
sider the matter he would withdraw the 
Amendment. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Mr. CARSON moved to insert after 
the word “entitled” in Sub-section (6) 
the words “in the High Court of Justice 
in Ireland, Queen’s Bench Division.” He 
said that this Amendment was also asked 
for by the Incorporated Law Society. 


Amendment agreed to. 


“ 


On the Question “That the clause, as 
amended, stand part of the Bill,” 
Mr. W. O. CLOUGH (Portsmouth) 


moved to report progress. He protested 


against the management of the business 
of the House{ and against hon. Members 
being brought down to the House on a 
Saturday afternoon to discuss a Bill of 


Mr. Carson. 


he | 
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this important character in a ridiculously 
small House. It seemed to him that the 
business of the House was so managed 
that they had to work when they ought 
to be at leisure, and were at leisure when 
they ought to be working. 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said it was 
quite out of the question that the Gov- 
ernment should accede to this Motion. 

Mr. DILLON hoped the hon. Member 
would not persist in his Motion. [“ Hear, 
hear!”| He had himself complained of 
the conduct of business, but what he had 
insisted on was that the Irish Members 
should have a fair opportunity for dis- 
cussing this Bill. The Government had 
given them a fair opportunity, and they 
had been beaten. He therefore hoped 
the progress of the Bill would not be in- 
terrupted. [“Hear, hear! ”] 

Motion to report progress, by leave, 
withdrawn. 


| 





Clause 8,— 


AS TO ORDERS IN COUNCIL, 
PATRONAGE, ETC. 
(1.) The Lord Lieutenant may, for the pur- 
pose of the fusion and amalgamation of the 
| Exchequer Division, or the Probate and Matri- 
monial Division with the Queen's Bench Divi- 
sion, or of the union and consolidation of the 
Court of Bankruptcy with the Supreme Court, 
by Order in Council, give such directions as 
may appear to him necessary and proper for 
carrying such fusion and amalgamation or 
union and consolidation into effect, and may 
by such Order make provision for any matters 
and things incidental thereto. 

(2.) Any question that may arise in reference 
to the right of any Judge assigned by the Lord 
Lieutenant in pursuance of the foregoing pro- 
visions of this Act to appoint or remove any 
officer, shall, in case of difference of opinion, 
be decided by the Lord Chancellor. 

(3.) Any such appointment or order of re- 
moval made by any such Judge shall be sub- 
ject to the approval of the Lord Chief Justice ; 
Provided that if any such appointment is not 
made and approved of within one month after 
the occurrence of the vacancy in the office, 
the Lord Chancellor may, if he thinks fit, 
make the appointment. 


Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL ror 
| IRELAND moved in Sub-section (1) to 
| leave out all the words after “effect ” to 
the end of the Sub-section. 

Amendment agreed to. 

Clause 13,— 

SALARIES. 

An annual sum equal to the amount of the 
salaries payable in respect of the jud — 
abolished by this Act shall be carried by the 
Treaswy to a separate credit, and be applied 
to such trish purposes as Parliament may from 
| time to time direct. 


EXERCISE OF 
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Mr. GERALD BALFOUR moved the 
following new clause in the place of 
Clause 13 :— 


(1.) An annual sum equal to the salary 
attached to any judgeship which by or in pur- 
suance of this Act is abolished or left vacant 
shall, in the case of a salary payable out of 
the Consolidated Fund of the United Kingdom, 
continue to be charged on and paid out of that 
fund or the growing produce thereof, and, in 
the case of a salary payable out of money pro- 
vided by Parliament, continue to be paid out 
of money so provided, and shall in either case 
be carried by the Treasury to a separate ac- 
count and be applied to such Irish purposes 
as Parliament may from time to time direct. 

(2.) ‘the Treasury shall also at the end of 
each financial year out of money provided by 
Parliament carry to the same account a sum 
equal to the net savings which in the opinion 
of the Treasury have been effected during that 
year by the abolition or consolidation of offices 
in pursuance of this Act, and the sum so 
carried shall be applied to such purposes as 
aforesaid. 


He said the clause was intended to secure 
to Ireland not merely the direct payments 
that would result from the Bill, but also 
the indirect payments expected to result 
from the consolidation of offices. He ex- 
plained on the Second Reading that he 
did not see his way to make this conces- 
sion, because it was impossible to say 
what indirect savings would be effected. 
He had, however, been in communica- 
tion with the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, and he thought this clause would 
meet the case. It would leave it to the 
Treasury to decide every year what the 
amount was. It was a very large con- 
cession, and it was to be clearly under- 
stood that it was not to be made a pre- 
cedent. 


Clause Read a Second time, and added 
to the Bill. 


Mr. FLYNN moved the following new 
clause : — 


REPEAL OF s. 18, c. 57, 40 anp 41 vict. 
SALARIES OF FUTURE JUDGES. 


(1.) Section eighteen of The Judicature (Ire- 
land) Act 1877, is hereby repealed (save as to 
the salaries of the existing Judges which still 
remain as if this Act had not passed). 

(2.) There shall be paid to Judges appointed 
after the commencement of this Act the follow- 
ing salaries, which shall in each case include 
any pension to which the Judge may be entitled 
in respect of any public office previously filled 
by him. 

(a) To the Vice Chancellor ; 
To the Lord Chief Justice ; 
To the Lords Justices of Appeal ; 
To the Master of the Rolls 
the sum of three thousand five hundred 
pounds a-year each ; 
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(6) To each of the other judges of the 
High Court of Justice the sum of two 
thousand four hundred pounds a-year. 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said he 
would advise hon. Members to compare 
the Irish Bench in respect of number and 
stlaries with the Scotch Bench. It had 
been suggested that the number of 
Judges should be settled in proportion 
to population, but that was impossible. 
Under this Bill there would be 17 Judges 
in Ireland, including the Land Commis- 
sion Judge and the Judge of the Land 
Court. In Scotland, with a smaller 
population, the number of Judges was 
13, and if the two Judges of the Courts 
in Ireland he had mentioned, which did 
not exist in Scotland, were subtracted 
from the 17 Irish Judges, there remained 
15 Judges in Ireland, against 13 in Scot- 
land. As regarded salaries, all the Judges 
in Scotland were in receipt of salaries of 
not less than £3,600, and in Scotland no 
superior Judge was in receipt of a salary 
so low as that of a Puisne Judge in Ire- 
land. 

Mr. DILLON pointed out that there 
was a Lord Chancellor of Ireland who 
drew £8,000 a year, and who, if he 
retired from office, after even only 
three or four months’ service, still 
received £4,000 a year. The Irish 
Members held that this was a 
very insufficient Measure. It merely 
touched the fringe of the question. 
He hoped that some more pure-minded 
Government than the present—[ironical 
laughter |—would take in hand the im- 
portant question of the corruption of the 
Irish Bar and the over-paying of the 
Trish Bench. 

Mr. DAVITT said that, while 
Ireland had 17 Judges, Scotland had 
only 13. Ireland paid in Judges’ 
salaries and law costs £49,000 a year, 
and he questioned whether Scotland 
had to pay as much. Besides, Scotland 
had its own judicial system. The 
Judges were not political hacks, but were 
men in sympathy with the feelings of 
the Scotch people. 

Dr. CLARK: That 
[ Laughter. | 

Mr. DAVITT said that of course 
he should bow to the opinion of a 
Scotch Member on the point. He 
doubted that the Scotch Judges were 
as bad in those respects as the Irish 
Judges, but if they were the people of 
Scotland had his sincere sympathy. 


is not so, 
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Mr. FLYNN pointed out that in 
Belgium, a self-governing country, there 
were only 15 Judges, the combined 
salaries of whom amounted to only 
£6,000, while in Ireland they had to 
pay £8,000 for the Lord Chancellor 
alone. 

Dr. CLARK said that ten years ago 
the Scotch Bench was, in the matter of 
salaries, levelled up to the Irish Bench ; 
and very properly so, for the salaries of 
the Scotch Judges were so low that men 
at the Bar were doing better than the 
Judges. 

Motion made and Question put, ‘* That 
the clause be Read a Second time.’’ 

The Committee divided :—Ayes, 25; 
Noes, 101.—(Livision List, No. 358.) 

Bill reported ; as amended, to be con- 
sidered upon Monday next. 


PUBLIC WORKS LOANS BILL. 
As amended, considered; Read the 
Third time, and passed. 





BURIALS JOINT COMMITTEES BILL. 

Considered in Committee, and reported, 
without Amendment. Read the Third 
time, and passed. 





STIPENDIARY MAGISTRATES’ 
JURISDICTION (SCOTLAND) BILL. 


As amended, considered. 


Mr.J.CALDW ELL (Lanark, Mid)said 
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YORKSHIRE CORONERS’ BILL. 
As amended, considered. 


RIDINGS OF YORKSHIRE TO BE SEPARATE 
COUNTIES IN RESPECT OF THE 
CORONERS ACTS, 

1, For all the purposes of the Coroners Acts 
1844, 1860, 1487, and 1892. the ridings of York- 
shire shall respectively be separate counties, and 
the County Council of each riding shall, to the 
exclusion of any other authority, be the County 
Authority for all the purposes of those Acts: 

Provided that nothing in this section shall 
affect the alteration in manner provided by law 
of the district of any coroner which is immedi- 
ately before the commencement of this Act 
situate partly in one and partly in another of 
the ridings. 

Amendments made: Leave out 
‘*Jaw,’’ and insert ‘‘ section five, sub- 
section three, of the Local Government 
Act 1887”; leave out ‘‘immediately 
before,’’ and insert ‘‘at.’‘—(Mr. Jesse 
Collings.) 


As amended, considered ; Amendments 
made; Bill read the Third time, and 
passed. 





ARCHDEACONRY OF LONDON 
(ADDITIONAL ENDOWMENTS) BILL. 
Considered in Committee and reported, 

without Amendment; Read the Third 
time, and passed. 








LICENSING (SCOTLAND) ACTS 
AMENDMENT BILL. 


| Considered in Committee, and reported, 


he foresaw that complications might arise | Without Amendment; Read the Third 


in regard to this Bill. He quite agreed 


that there was a difference in defining | 


“criminal,” but he was sorry the Lord 


| time, and passed. 





| 


| WICKLOW HARBOUR 


Advocate had not accepted the Amend- | 
ment he had previously moved, dealing| As amended, considered ; Read the 
with this point. There was another | Third time, and passed. 
point as to the jurisdiction conferred on | 
the sheriffs in regard to the warrants. | 
He did not propose, however, to oppose 
the Third Reading. BILL [u.1.]. 

Read the Third time, and passed. | Read a Second time, and Committed 
pt eae for Monday next. 
BURIAL GROUNDS LOANS (SCOTLAND) | 

| 


BILL. : Whereupon, in pursuance of the Order 

Order for Committee read, and dis- of the House of the 15th day of this 

charged.—Bill withdrawn. ‘instant July, Mr. Speaker adjourned the 
| House without Question put. 


(ADVANCES) BILL. 


| MERCHANT SHIPPING 
| (EXEMPTIONS FROM PILOTAGE) 


DANGEROUS PERFORMANCES BILL. 


As amended, considered; Read the 
Third time, and passed. 


House Adjourned at Ten 
minutes after Six o’clock 
till Monday next. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Monday, 2nd August 1897. 


TURKEY AND GREECE. 

Tue Eart or KIMBERLEY: I desire 
to ask the noble Marquess at the head of 
the Government—to whom I have given 
private notice of the Question—whether 
he is able to give us any further informa- 
tion as to the peace negotiations between 
Turkey and Greece, and also as to the 
condition of affairs in Crete. I hope, 
from what we see in the public prints, 
that there may be some progress visible 
in that which has now been going on so 
long that I should think most people, 
and even the noble Marquess himself, 
must find their patience very sorely tried. 
If, as is reported, the question of the 
German bondholders has been arranged, 
one may hope that that alone will ad- 
vance matters one stage. But I am free 
to say that, even when I hear that an 
agreement has been come to, I shall not 
believe the Turkish troops to have left 
or to be leaving Thessaly until I know 
positively that they are actually on the 
move. As to Crete, I fear it is not very 
likely that any satisfactory information 
can be given, and I venture to express 
a strong hope that, if the other negotia- 
tions should be brought to a successful 
termination, Her Majesty’s Government 
will use all their influence to bring about 
some amelioration of affairs in that 
unhappy island. I feel this the more be- 
cause I would not put the importance of 
a settlement of Cretan affairs merely as 
a question of humanity. I feel strongly 
the necessity for a satisfactory settle- 
ment of the affairs of the island in the 
interests of the peace of Europe; be- 
cause Crete has long been, as every one 
knows, a point of great danger. And if, 
at the present time, some arrangements 
should be patched up of an unsatisfactory 
nature, I think every one will foresee that 
probably no long time may elapse before 
there will be further difficulties and dis- 
turbances. One can hardly hope that an 
island which has been so turbulent will 
all at once find itself in a condition of 
peace, but if in the future there should 
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be further agitation and difficulties there, 
the great object is to disconnect it with 
the affairs of the Ottoman Empire, so that 
if there should be any movement there 
it should not be liable to lead to far- 
reaching consequences such as to be even 
dangerous to the peace of Europe gene- 
rally. I will say no more. I do not wish 
to initiate a discussion, but I thought that 
before Parliament is prorogued the noble 
Marquess should have an opportunity of 
making a statement on the subject. 
*Tue PRIME MINISTER (The Mar- 
quess of SauispurRy): I am not in the 
least surprised at the desire of the noble 
Earl for information on this subject, and 
I think many persons must feel that they 
are in the position which the noble Earl 
assigned to me of having their patience 
sorely tried by the length of the negotia- 
tions which are going on. But there is 
only one matter in excuse for the delay 
which I must urge. The peace which we 
are trying to arrange is not the ordinary 
arrangement between the conqueror and 
the conquered country. If it were 80, 
probably a settlement would have been 
arrived at before now, but the territory 
which has been conquered by the Turkish 
Army is a territory which was assigned 
to Greece by international arrangements, 
and therefore other Powers besides Greece 
have something to say in respect to its 
disposal. That introduces the complexity 
and multiplicity of negotiations which 
may account, to some extent at least, for 
the length of time which has elapsed. 
The Powers from the first all proposed 
to themselves this general line of action 
—that Thessaly was not to be retroceded 
to Turkey; and that, speaking in the 
most general manner, Greek communities 
which had not been under Turkish rule 
were not to be placed under Turkish rule. 
On the other side it was recognised that 
the Sultan had a right to some security 
against incursions and _ provocations 
similar to those which brought on the 
present war, and that a rectification of 
the frontier in a strategic sense was a 
very reasonable demand. The object of 
the Powers has been to reconcile those 
two aims, and at present I believe we 
have arrived at the point—though I share 
a little of the scepticism of the noble 
Earl as to accomplished facts which are 
not really accomplished—we have, I say 
arrived at this point, that the Ottoman 
Government has accepted the strategic 
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line that has been traced by the Military 
Attachés of the various Embassies acting 
together, and has consented to relinquish 
Thessaly to Greece. That, so far as the 
permanent disposal of the controversy 
goes, is a satisfactory issue. But there is 
also a temporary portion of the contro- 
versy. According to many modern pre- 
cedents the Turkish Government has a 
right to an indemnity for a war which 
they undoubtedly did not bring on; and, 
on the other hand, the payment of such 
an indemnity by Greece is accompanied 
by many difficulties, which the noble Earl 
will readily understand. Therefore there 
is some scruple on the part of the 
Turkish Government and some tendency 
to demand that, apart from the terri- 
torial arrangements which will be pro- 
nounced by the ultimate treaty of peace, 
there shall be a reservation of strategic 
points to be held until the indemnity has 
been paid. I say that this is the pro- 
posal of the Turkish Government. I 
cannot at present say what the determi- 
nation of the Powers will be. The matter 
is still, to a certain extent, under con- 
troversy, and that is the precise point 
at which we are arrived in respect to the 
territorial arrangement. In regard to 
the indemnity, no one doubts that Greece 
must pay an indemnity, but the extent 
to which she is competent to pay it is a 
matter of considerable controversy. 
And there comes in that mysterious 
and difficult question to which the 
noble Earl alluded, namely, the ques- 
tion of the German bondholders. I | 
do not think any international duty lies 
on Europe to provide for the payment of 
the German bondholders. But, on the 
other hand, it is necessary to admit that 
so long as the German bondholders are 
not paid the credit of Greece in the Euro- 
pean market will be exceedingly small. 
We have to deal with these two conflict- 
ing considerations. Some form of con- 
trol, I imagine, of the Greek sources of 
revenue will be inevitable, if the money 
is to be provided which will satisfy the 
just claims upon the Greek Exchequer, 
but I cannot say that any negotiation in 
that direction has advanced very far, and 
I freely admit that it may be the cause 
of very considerable delay. However, I 
think we are in sight of a probable issue, 
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Powers should consider just, and when 
that is done I hope all the Greek com- 


munities of Thessaly will, up to the 
strategic line, return under Greek 
dominion. I do not like to speak more 


definitely than that, for I wish in what 
I say not to go beyond that which I be- 
lieve to be established. With respect to 
Crete, the general feeling of the Powers 
has been that it is very little use making 
definite arrangements in respect to that 
island, or even entering into negotiations 
as to arrangements, until the more im- 
portant controversy between Greece and 
Turkey has arrived at an adjustment. 
The attitude at present of the Cretan 
Christians is not unfavourable. They 
have formed for themselves a sort of 
organisation, which appears to be of a 
pacific character; and if we had 
only them to deal with, or only the 
Moslems to deal with, our difficulties 
would be very slight indeed. But I am 
afraid that the prospect of agreement 
between these two sections is no nearer 
than it has been for many decades ; in- 
deed, for many centuries. If it were pos- 
sible to dig a ditch across the island, with 
the Christians on one side and the 
Moslems on the other, I think we should 
arrive at a satisfactory solution; but I 
am afraid I see no probability of so 
drastic an arrangement as that. I can 
only say that it is our earnest object to 
set up an autonomy which we have pro- 
mised, and to take care that it is an 
autonomy which is just to both sections 
of the population. We are not inclined 
to admit that because the Moslems are 
in a minority therefore their interests 
are to be neglected. Both they and the 
Christians have an equal right upon 
our care. All our desires would be satis- 
fied if we could provide any arrangement 
which would open to us the prospect of 
their living together in some tolerable 
harmony in the years before us ; but how 
far we shall attain to that end I dare not 
prophesy. I quite agree with the noble 
Earl that Crete is in a dangerous position ; 
but the danger of the position does not 
arise from its being mixed up in the 
affairs of the Ottoman Empire. It arises 
from that terrible division, more of creed 
than of race, which has cursed Crete, and 
which may require a great deal more 
power than the power of all the 
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Sovereigns of Europe together perma- 
nently to banish. All I can promise in 
respect to Crete is that we shall fulfil the 
promise we have given, and that we shall 
do our best to secure peace and equal 
rights to all in that island before we turn 
our backs to it and abandon it. [Cheers.] 


CONGESTED DISTRICTS (SCOTLAND) 

Tue SECRETARY ror SCOTLAND 
(Lord Batrovr), in moving the Second 
Reading of this Bill, said that he need 
not labour the principle that it was for 
the good of the whole country that 
special assistance should be given to the 
people of those parts of the country 
which were poorer and in a more back- 
ward condition than the general body of 
the population. That principle was ad- 
mitted, and had often been acted upon, 
and he did not think there would be any 
reluctance on the part of the House to 
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that not all of them were equally neces- 
sitous. In fact there were large tracts 
in those counties in which it would be 
an abuse to spend public money in the 
way in which it was proposed under this 
Bill, for they could not fairly 
be described as congested districts. 
They had thought it better not to at- 
tempt a hard and fast definition of a 
congested district, and had accordingly 
provided that a congested district should 
mean any crofting parish or crofting 
parishes, or any area in a crofting parish 
or crofting parishes, which the Commis- 
sioners, having regard to the population 
and valuation, should determine to be 
a congested district. They had found 
that to adopt the definition in the Irish 
Act would, owing to the disturbing 
element brought in by the large amount 
of sporting rents, have excluded some 
districts which stood most in need of 
assistance. They proposed to set up a 
mixed body to administer the fund so 
that they might draw on the experience 





give assent to the Bill on that ground at | of several departments which existed in 
any rate. The Bill dealt with a sum of | Scotland at present. The Commission 
£35,000 a year. Of that sum £15,000} would contain the Secretary for Scot- 
was set apart specially for the Highlands | land, the Under Secretary, the Chair- 
and Islands of Scotland under the Agri-| man of the Local Government Board 
cultural Rating Act of last year. The | for the time being, the Chairman of the 
balance of £20,000 was in lieu of the sum | Fishery Board, and the Chairman of the 
which had appeared from year to year, Crofters’ Commission, and there would 
upon the Estimates presented by the) also be- power to appoint three other 
Treasury to Parliament for the special) members from time to time. By its 
benefit of the Hichlands and Islands of | constitution the Commission would com- 
Scotland. It had been thought better to | mand valuable knowledge and experi- 
consolidate those two sums and to in-| ence and at the same time undue expense 
clude within the purview of the Bill most | would be avoided, and the body would 
of the objects which had been dealt with, be sufficiently amenable to Parliamentary 
in the expenditure of the £20,000, and | contro! in the expenditure of this sum 
some others besides which were new. | Of money. ’ 

The object of the Bill would be found; Lorn TWEEDMOUTH said he ven- 
in the 4th Clause. . They varied very con-| tured to re-echo the congratulations with 
siderably in importance. From some of} Which this Bill had been received in the 
them a good deal might be hoped; and | other House. Its objects had been 
he believed none of them were useless. | universally approved by Scotchmen of 
It had been thought better to take some-| all sections. He believed the policy 
what wide powers, even though they | adopted would lead to the greatest pos- 
might not be exercised at first to the full, | sible advantage in the congested districts, 
rather than, after having passed the Bill, | but he was sorry that power had not 
to find that some special object which) been taken to acquire land compulsorily 
was wanted in some particular place was) for the purposes of the Bill. He thought 
not within the power of the Commission | there had been an exaggerated estimate 
to deal with. The area over which the of the amount of land available in the 
Bill extended was comprised in the| Highlands to which crofters and cottars 
Crofter Counties of the North and North-| might be transported, and while, no 
west of Scotland. It was, of course, ob-| doubt, great advantage might accrue 
vious to anyone who knew those districts | to the congested districts by removing 
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means certain that the step would be 


equally welcomed in the places to which 


these people were removed. He was 
afraid the Commission would have some 
difficulty in discriminating between the 
various claims which 
The Commission was a very official one 
and practically amounted to the dpse 
dixit of the Secretary for Scotland, but 
as he had great faith in the judgment 
and discrimination of the Secretaries for 
Scotland of both Parties, he was not pre- 
pared to press that objection. He was 
sure that Highland proprietors would 
endeavour {o assist the Scotch Office in 
making these proposals a success. 

Tue Eart or WEMYSS said he could 
not re-echo the view taken by his noble 
Friend, but his object was simply to ask 
what would be the cost of this scheme ? 
The cost, he imagined, was to come out 
€ the Consolidated Fund, not out of 
ates. 

Lorp BALFOUR: Not out of rates ; 
out of the fund of £35 provided in the 
Bill. 

Ture Eart or WEMYSS said it would 
come practically out of the Exchequer, | 
and he thought it desirable, therefore, 
that they should know the exact sum| 
that would be required. 

Lorp BALFOUR said the exact sum 
that it would be open to the Commission | 
to spend was £35,000, out of which sum | 
the expenses of management and admini- 
stration must be paid. While £20,000 | 
came undoubtedly from the Exchequer, | 
£15,000 was, so to speak, Scotch money, | 
taken out of the sum which was 
devoted to Scotland in respect of 
the grant which was given to England | 
last year for the relief of bocal| 
rates. He was not prepared to say 
what the expenses of administration | 
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based on what was done at that time. 
He thought the fund was sufficient for the 
purposes contemplated at present, 
although he would be glad of course if 
it were possible to make it a little larger. 
He was afraid the work of removing 
crofters to less congested districts would 
give rise to a great deal of friction. If 
they were to deal with the Island of 
Lewis, for example, they would have to 
remove 15,000 to 20,000 people, and 
where these people could be placed 
passed his comprehension, and supposing 
that they could do it, it would hardly 
satisfy the people living in the place to 
which they were removed. He should 
have liked to have seen the Board 
which was to be constituted rather 
less official, but it would be very 
difficult to find a Board in Scotland 
which would do the work equally well. 
He would prefer that the Secretary for 
Scotland had not been Chairman of the 
Board. He might exercise all his powers 
as Secretary for Scotland if someone else 
were Chairman of the Board in Edin- 
burgh, and his position as a Minister 
would be less implicated in the Commis- 
sion by separation from it. He himself 
was glad the Bill had been introduced, 
and he hoped it would be read a Second 
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| time. 


Bill read a Second time, and com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole 
House To-morrow. 


METROPOLITAN WATER COMPANIES 
BI 


L. 

*Tue CHANCELLOR or tHe DUCHY 
or LANCASTER (Lord James or HEre- 
FORD), in moving the Second Reading of 
this Bill, remarked that at the com- 


would be ; there would be the salary of | mencement of last Session the Govern- 
the secretary which probably would not! ment presented a Bill very different from 
be a very large one, the travelling] the present dealing with the water supply 
xpenses, and such expenditure as might | of London. It proposed to create a water 
ie necessary for professional assistance, | trust composed of representatives of the 
engineering, and soon. A Report would| London County Council and of the out- 
be presented to Parliament each year. | side areas, which were supplied by eight 

Tue Marquess or LOTHIAN] metropolitan water companies. The Gov- 
said he had expressed his very great| ernment believed that Bill would have 
pleasure at this proposal when it was| produced a good effect. But there was 
He only wished that when he} not time to deal with it in the House of 
had the honour to represent Scotland he| Commons. When the subject had to be 
had had such a fund to deal with. He reconsidered by the Government at 
thought the present proposal was partly; the commencement of the present 


inade, 


Lord T'weedmou'h. | 
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Session they found that much had 
occurred during the Recess. Repre- 
sentatives of the London County 
Council, or rather of the majority of that 
body, had approached the representa- 
tives of the outside areas. The County 
Councils of those areas had no power 
in relation to water supply within their 
own area, but, approached by the legal 
representatives of the London County 
Council, they had made certain agree- 
ments with the latter. The London 
County Council being a water governing 
body, while the County Councils outside 
had no control over water supply, the 
agreements were not legally valid without 
the approval of Parliament. But by 
means of these agreements the out- 
side areas secured terms so advan- 
tageous, if carried out, that they 
would never be likely to oppose any Bill 
the London County Council might pro- 
mote for the purchase of the under- 
takings of the water companies. The 
Government offered to protect the in- 
terests of the outside areas, but the 
latter, having secured advantages by in- 
fomal and invalid agreements, preferred 
not to be protected. While the Govern- 
ment felt that the control of the water 
supply should be in the hands of the 
local authorities, it had the great duty 
cast upon it to see that in the formation 
of a body representing those authorities 
the interest of the water consumer should 
be carefully guarded. Looking at the 
matter practically, if the London County 
Council introduced Bills to acquire the 
property of the water companies, all the 
agreements entered into with the outside 
areas would have to be scheduled and 
considered by Parliamentary Committees, 
but that would not safeguard the public 
interests. The London County Council 
would appear on the one side and the 
water companies on the other. A locus 
standi would, no doubt, be given to the 
representatives of the outside areas, but 
their support to the plans of the London 
County Council would have been secured. 
Technically a locus standi might be ob- 
tained for individual ratepayers to 
oppose, but where was the patriotic 
ratepayer who would bear the enormous 
expense of appearing in the interests of 
the rest of the ratepaying community and 
say, “I protest against this Bill as cast- 
ing undue expense upon us?” If the 
Government consented to the Bill going 
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58 
before a Committee, it could not be 
represented before it. Under these cir- 
cumstances the Government felt they 
ought to see that a full inquiry into the 
proposed arrangements for the <istribu- 
tion of water should take place, and they 
had decided that the best and most im- 
partial inquiry would be effected by 
means of a Commission. Such a Com- 
mission would not technically have the 
contending parties—the promoters of 
Bills and the water companies, who had 
contended often in respect of the 
metropolitan water supply—before it, 
but would have only to consider the 
public interest. The Comission would 
inquire into matters which would 
never be inquired into by a Parlia- 
mentary Committee. It would consider 
what were the best governing bodies for 
the London County Council area and the 
surrounding areas; the most economical 
method of distributing the water supply ; 
and the practical feasibility of distri- 
buting the water. This would involve 
important engineering questions, and the 
consideration of how far, with eight com- 
panies to deal with, having central works 
belonging to them, water could best be 
distributed in the eight different areas. 
A strong Commission had been appointed, 
presided over by a Member of this House, 
and having many experts upon it who 
would bring their knowledge impartially 
to bear on these points. The Commission 
had already been sitting. The appoint- 
ment of the Commission did not quite 
conclude the duty cast on the Govern- 
ment. The inquiry, and the legislation 
which would be founded upon the Report 
of the Commission, would take time, but 
he hoped no very long time. Complaints 
—whether well founded or not he could 
not say—had been made from certain 
localities of insufficiency of supply and 
neglect on the part of the water cou- 
panies. The Bill sought to deal with any 
complaints that might be justly made, 
and to provide the public with a von 
venient practical remedy. It placed in 
the hands of the Railway Commissioners, 
who had had great practical experience 
in the discharge of somewhat similar 
duties, the power of hearing any com- 
plaint against the water companies which 
might be brought before them, and 
they would have power, if the complaint 
proved well founded, 10 order the com- 
pany in default to fulfil within a certain 
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time its duty or pay a penalty ior its 
non-fulfilment, and the great legal power 
of the Railway Commission—power of 
attachment against the property of the 
company—could be put in force until 
the duty had been fulfilled. This was a 
new provision, and it was hoped it 
would cause the water companies to 
fulfil their duties to the utmost. 
It was proposed to give to the local 
authorities, which would be the London 
County Council within its area and 
the county councils outside that area, 
power to make complaint on behalf 
of the public at the expense of the 
respective areas, to see that the causes of 
complaint should be entirely removed, 
and to advocate the cause of the public 
before the Railway Commission until 
there could be no matter of complaint 


against the water companies. There 
were other provisions of a minor 


character in the same direction, but these 
were the two main proposals of the Bill. 
The Government submitted the Bill as a 
practical measure of utility, and one 
which should be productive of great 
benefits to the water consumers of 
London. 

*Lorpv TWEEDMOUTH thought the 
subject was worth some discussion, 
because it afforded a proof of how great 
a difference there might be between 
promise and performance even in the 
case of a powerful Government with a 
big majority at its back. When the 
Government came into office they took 
up the subject and were determined to 
carry it through, and accordingly a Bill 
was introduced by his noble Friend 
opposite to effect this purpose. He was 
afraid he could not quite accept his noble 
Friend’s Utopian description of that Bill. 
He should have said that even when that 
Bill was before the House it had the 
curious distinction of pleasing nobody, 
and when before the Commons he did not 
agree that it was simply lost for want of 
time, but rather that it went unwept to its 
grave. Even in the autumn of last year, 
to a deputation of Conservative London 
Members, Mr. Balfour said there was 
urgent necessity of dealing with this 
subject during this Session of Parliament, 
and they were led to believe that the 
Government would introduce a Bill 
dealing with the subject in the House of 
Commons, and carry it through. They 
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were, therefore, astonished to find that 
the subject had once more been relegated 
to a Commission. He had always sup- 
posed that the device of sending subjects 
like this to a Commission was that which 
was adopted by weak and tottering 
Governments, and yet the four subjects of 
water, liquor, old age pensions, and the 
Irish financial relations had been sent to 
Commissions by Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, which they understood to be the most 
united and best supported of the present 
century. Of course, having been rele- 
gated to a Commission, the Government 
were prevented from dealing with the 
more important aspect of the question 
until the Commission reported, but he 
believed that even in the temporary 
Measure now before them, they might 
have gone somewhat further. He ad- 
mitted that there was something to be 
gained by this Bill. There was, for 
instance, a new Court, before whom 
persons having complaints against the 
water companies, could go. He should, 
however, have liked his noble Friend— 
than whom none had had greater 
experience of litigation—to have told 
them something as to the probable cost of 
the proceedings before the Court, and the 
celerity with which the cases would be 
conducted. Again, there was an im- 
portant provision which enabled local 
authorities to come to the monetary aid 
of litigants before the Railway Com- 
missioner in these water cases, But he 
thought that when dealing withimportant 
questions something should be done to 
reduce the extraordinary and peculiar 
privileges at present enjoyed by the 
water companies. The companies were 
allowed to havea monopoly of the element 
which next to air was most wanted by 
the inhabitants of the metropolis, and to 
make large profits out of which to pay 
large dividends, and yet at the same 
time they were allowed privileges which 
he did not think were enjoyed by any 
other public company. 

Tue Eart or WEMYSS: They are 
under Act, are they not? 

*Lorpv TWEEDMOUTH said the 
water companies were allowed to 
increase the charge for their water rate 
according as the value of property in- 
creased without giving one single extra 
gallon of supply to the people inhabiting 
particular houses. Parliament allowed 
the companies to pre-charge for their 
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supplies, and if the water was not paid 
for at that pre-dated period, to cut off 
the water from the inhabitants at the 
particular dwelling. Again, thecompanies 
were allowed to exact payment for water 
which never had been supplied at all, 
such as in the case of the great failure 
in the winter of 1895 (January and 
February), and during the drought of 
the same summer. In this Bill 
steps might have been taken to miti- 
gate these evils, and to limit the 
power of the companies to cut off 
water for non-payment of the rate 
before really the charge became due 
for the supply of water. Again he 
thought the Government might have 
provided that one of the subjects that 
was to be brought before the Railway 
Commission should be that of deciding 
whether there had been a failure of 
supply of water to consumers during 
certain periods, and if there had been 
they should be enabled to step in and 
say for that period they should not be 
entitled to make a charge. He would 
appeal to the noble Lord even now to 
make these concessions, which were not 
asked for alone by violent Radicals or 
Progressive members of the County 
Council, but were strongly pressed for 
by Members of their own House and 
household. These were the provisions 
that were pressed for by the distin- 
guished son of the noble Marquess 
opposite (the Marquess of Salisbury), whose 
career in the House of Commons both 
friend and foe alike now admired and 
congratulated him upon. Again, there 
was a son of a water Lord in that 
House, Mr. Lionel Holland, who also 
pressed for concessions of this sort in 
the House of Commons. He _ hoped 
that even yet the noble Lord might be 
able to see his way to offer some con- 
cessions on these points, and by doing so 
he would make the Bill infinitely more 
valuable and do something to console the 
water consumers of London for the long 
wait they were experiencing in having a 
matter so closely allied to their health 
and prosperity, dealt with by the 
Government. 

Tue Eart or WEMYSS observed 
that it had always been a wonder to 
him how the water question had been 
brought up by the present Government 
last Session and this when, because for the 
two whole years Lord Balfour, who was 
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a member of the Cabinet, was at the 
head of a Commission which inquired 
into tkis very subject and which reported 
that the water was excellent, that the 
supply on the whole was sufficient, and 
with very little addition to the present 
system of the water companies there was 
water enough for 12,000,000 people for 
40 years. No doubt the position of 
Lord Tweedmouth was intelligible, for 
in his heart he wished to municipalise 
water. The noble Lord, he believed, was 
still a County Councillor, and the County 
Council wanted to get everything they 
possibly could—tramways, water, and 
everything else municipalised. He 
ventured to think it was not by munici- 
palisation, not by borough administra- 
tion—for even under the administration 
of a corporation there had been danger 
of water famine—but by private enter- 
prise should this question be settled. 
By private enterprise, by the establish- 
ment of water companies had London 
obtained its water supply, and but for 
this private enterprise Londoners would 
be drinking Thames water with all its 
impurities, whereas London had water 
certainly as good and probably better 
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than any other town. He was at 
a loss to understand what all this 
talk about legislation meant, unless 
it meant that County Councils or 
Municipalities were to have entire 
control of the water supply. That 
appeared to be the main intention. He 


would like Lord Balfour to tell the 
House whether, in his opinion, there was 
necessity for fresh legislation, and if he 
was convinced that the Report his 
Commission issued some two or three 
years ago was without foundation, and 
that some great change was required ! 
What ground was there for these pre- 
datory proposals? The water compa- 
nies undertook to find water upon certain 
terms, and those terms were ratified by 
Parliament, and what right was there 
without compensation, as his noble 
Friend proposed, to take from the com- 
panies rights and privileges accorded by 
Act of Parliament? At the bottom of 
the whole thing, there was the desire of 
the County Council to take the control 
into their hands. 

Lorp BALFOUR said there was 
really nothing inconsistent in the Bill 
with the Report of the Commission. 
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necessary ? Read 3* (according to Order), and 
Lorp BALFOUR said the reference | passed. 
to that Commission was simply to inquire | 
whether there was water enough in the) 
Thames and Lea for the London district,) OUTDOOR RELIEF (IRELAND) BILL. 
having regard to the growth of popula-, Read 3* (according to Order), and 
tion. There was nothing referred to| passed. 
the Commission in regard to what) 
authority should have administration | 
and this Bill dealt with the authority | FOREIGN PRISON-MADE GOODS BILL. 
which was to administer the supply | Lorp BALFOUR, in asking the 
whether County Council or other body. | House to Read this Bill a Second time, 
There was therefore nothing inconsistent | briefly stated the reasons that had in- 
between the Report he had the honour | duced Her Majesty’s Government to deal 
to present and the further stage now| with the subject. The purpose of the 
represented by this Bill. So far as he| Bill was to prevent the importation of 
had been challenged, he still believed} foreign prison-made goods. Our own 
that the Report was as true to-day as it _prisoners were not allowed to compete 
was on the day it was signed and,| with outside labour, and Her Majesty’s 
further he contended that no Report on | Government could see no reason why 
a subject of equal importance had better | goods made in foreign convict establish- 
withstood the cohesion to which it had/ ments should be allowed to enter into 
been subjected. trade competition. We were under no 
Tue LORD PRIVY SEAL (Vis-| obligation to provide this market, and it 
count Cross) said the noble lord had would be entirely contrary to policy to 
remarked upon how the Government | Continue to do so. It was obviously right 
might have done this or that or some- and proper that we should go os ier 
‘ . as we possibly could to stop such trade 
thing else, and he might be allowed to} \ithout interfering with legitimate trade 
say that if Parliament had passed the| anq industry. There could be no doubt 
Bill he introduced in 1880, by this time | whatever of the opinion of the House of 
everybody would have been perfectly |Commons on the subject. In February 
satisfied with the water supply. 1895, during the tenancy of office by the 
late Government, this Resolution was 
proposed, and after an evening’s Debate 


Bill reed ee Ngag ge — enn was accepted by the then President of 
to a Committee of the whole House} ¢}. Board of Trade :— 


To-morrow. 





“That in the opinion of this House it is 
crite incumbent on Her Majesty’s Government, in 
the interest of the industrial classes of the United 
Kingdom, at once to take steps to restrict the 
POST OFFICE AND TELEGRAPHS | importation of goods made in foreign prisons 
(FACILITIES AND PENSIONS) BILL.|and by the eaforced labour of convicts and 

” 

Considered in Committee (according | ¢!s- 


to Order) ; Bill reported without Amend- After its acceptation by the late Govern- 
ment ; Standing Committee negatived ;| ment this Resolution was unanimously 
and Bill to be read 3* To-morrow. adopted by the late House of Commons 
Since that time a General Election had 
ieessieiniiiite taken place, and without saying that the 
subject was given any very great promi- 
METROPOLITAN POLICE nence, still it would be found on looking 
(BORROWING POWERS) BILL. over the addresses of those who were 
Considered in Committee (according _— Members, and those who were then 
to Order) ; Bill reported without Amend- Sans St Salen ee 
oe ee ’ ‘ House, that a very considerable number 

ment ; Standing Committee negatived ;| of addresses mentioned this subject, ano 
and Bill to be read 3* To-morrow. with still greater frequency it wai: 
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referred toin speeches at election meetings 
and in the questions and answers that 
formed part of such proceedings. Since 
the accession to power of the present Gov- 
ernment, a Committee appointed by the 
late President of the Board of Trade 
had finished its Inquiry. He did not 
wish to attach undue importance to the 
proceeding, but after the House of 
Commons accepted such a Resolution as 
he had read, one might feel considerably 
surprised that it was thought necessary 
to appoint a Committee at all ; however, 
that course was taken, and the Com- 
mittee had presented its Report. Since 
the present Government came into Office 
efforts had been made to come to an 
understanding on the subject with the 
Governments of other countries, but they 
were not entirely successful, and it was 
necessary therefore to have recourse to 
legislation. The facts would not he 
thought be disputed that some classes of 
goods made in foreign prisons, orif actually 
in institutions we should know as prisons, 
by forced labour of the convict classes, did 
come into competition in this country 
with the productions of outside labour. 
If there was any doubt about that it 
would be removed by the Report from 
Mr. Reginald Power, the second Secre- 
to the Embassy at Berlin, to the effect 
that the work of 29,200 convicts in 
Prussia, Bavaria and the Thuringian 
States competed with outside industry in 
various trades, and in Prussia alone 8,000 
convicts were employed in such labour, 
and Mr. Power said there was a great 
deal of opposition to the employment of 
prison labour in productive work in com- 
petition with private industry. Mr. 
Strachy, Charge d’Affaires in Saxony, 
reported that in 1892 4,000 Saxon 
prisoners were employed for 1,350,000 
days at the rate of 8d. per day, and 
there was such complaint and denuncia- 
tion of the system that legislative 
restrictions were placed on the sale of 
prison productions within certain districts. 
Mr. Poulett also described the system by 
which prisoners were hired out at rates 
varying from 3d. to Ils. per day, 
according to their capacity for work, 
or by which payment was made for 
the finished articles, and he also 
described how he had seen prisoners 
at work on various articles from English 
models before them, and he enumerated 
the various articles thus imitated. It 
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seemed almost adding insult to injury 
that goods should not only be made by 
prisoners to compete with our free labour, 
but in imitation of English models to 
suit the English market, while such 
competition was not permitted in the 
country where the goods were produced. 
He did not think this could be defended ; 
he should be surprised if any noble Lord 
should maintain this wasright in principle. 
It might be alleged that the attempt to 
stop this importation would cause an 
undue interference with trade, and it had 
been said that it would infringe the 
principle of free trade, but that he alto- 
gether denied. It was no interference with 
free trade to endeavour to stop the compe- 
tition of goods made by subsidised labour. 
It was sometimes said this matter 
was small in amount and not worth 
taking account of. It did not seem to him 
to matter whether the traffic was large or 
small. If it were to be alleged that the 
traffic was a large one, then there was 
the larger case for putting a stop to it. 
If it was only small then it seemed to 
him much better to stop it before it had 
time to grow up and before anything in 
the nature of vested interests could be 
said to have grown up in regard to it. 
He did not say it was a gigantic evil, but 
what he did say was that as a practical 
question of business, that as a practical 
question of wages in some departments 
of labour—principally in the production 
of mats and brushes—it was a matter of 
great importance to some people. He put 
it as high as this—that to stop this traffic 
was a question of justice, and it did not 
matter whether it was a large traftic or 
not, because few people were just as en- 
titled as many to justice if their legiti- 
mate interests were interfered with. He 
anticipated one other objection—that the 
Bill which was now proposed would not 
be effectual. That was a matter of 
opinion and of prophecy. Whether the 
Government or those who made this 
criticism were right could not now be 
determined. For his part, he believed it 
would be to a very considerable extent 
effectual ; but, whether effectual or not, 
he attached the greatest importance to 
Parliament declaring that it was a thing 
which should be stopped. If the Bill was 
not effectual, then he hoped they might 
be able to devise something which might 
be more effectual still. If noble Lords 
opposite said it was not an effectual 
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Measure, he was sure they were not 
jealous of allowing them any credit in 
the matter. If they would help to make 
it more effectual he was sure their assist- 
ance would be welcomed on that side of 
the House. If the House was good 
enough to give the Bill its Second Read- 
ing he should, in conformity. with a pledge 
given in another place, move Amend- 
ments for the purpose of excepting goods 
in transit, or not imported for the pur- 
poses of trade, or not of a description 
manufactured in the United Kingdom. 
They did not wish to go further than 
was absolutely necessary, but they did 
say that, as a matter of general principle, 
where goods produced in this way came 
into competition with legitimate free 
labour on this side, they were only doing 
what was right to take every step in their 
power to put a stop to that competition. 
He moved the Second Reading of the 
Bill. 

Lorp THRING said that, as Chairman 
of the Committtee appointed to inquire 
into the whole subject, he ventured to 
make a few observations on the Bill. He 
was told that they were only doing justice, 
if there was a grievance, to remove that 
grievance. But, supposing there was the 
grievance, he could not understand how 
they were required to bring in a Bill of 
this kind. As a general rule, a Bill 
affecting trade seriously was brought in 
on the complaint of some influential 
bodies, or on some admitted grievance. 
What was the genesis of this Bill? In 
1894 a sensational article was published 
in The Hardwareman with regard to 
prison labour. On the initiative of that 
paper, the subject was taken up by his 
Friend, Sir Howard Vincent, who brought 
in a Bill in the Session of 1894 exactly in 
the terms of the present Bill. It did not 
proceed to a Second Reading, but in the 
Session of 1895, on exactly the same evi- 
dence, Sir Howard Vincent passed a 
Motion in which the Government were 
asked to restrict the importation of prison 
made goods. No further Parliamentary 
proceedings were taken on the Motion, 
and no further evidence had been adduced 
except that which was produced before 
the Committee in 1895. Therefore the 
whole of the subject matter of this Bill 
rested upon the evidence that was pro- 
duced before that Committee. What was 
that evidence? They had not the advan- 
tage of hearing Mr. Towers, nor the 


Lord Balfour. 
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other gentleman whom Lord Balfour had 
mentioned. They had the advantage of 
hearing Mr. Pollitt, who was in fact the 
correspondent of The Hardwareman. 
They put 12 advertisements into the pro- 
vincial papers in May ; 29 into papers of 
other descriptions in June; they asked 
Chambers of Commerce and Committees 
of the Trades Unions to come forward, 
and yet they had only evidence that two 
trades could really complain—the brush- 
makers and mat-makers. With regard to 
the brush-makers’ trade they found that 
the evidence proved beyond all possible 
contradiction that though there might 
have been some diminution in the cheaper 
sort of brushes the trade had not been 
injured at all, and could not be injured 
by prison labour, because it was not 
cheaper than free labour. They proved, 
further, that what was cheaper than 
either free labour or prison labour were 
the machines which were making an 
enormous number of brushes in England. 
Therefore if they could disprove the case 
of there being no injury to the trade they 
did disprove it. Then came the mat- 
makers. It was proved, no doubt, that 
there had been some competition, which 
the witnesses, rightly or wrongly, attri- 
buted to prison-made mats, but there 
again they found that free labour in Bel- 
gium, where it was asserted these mats 
came from, was cheaper than prison 
labour, and that therefore the only effect 
of stopping prison-made labour would 
have been to have set on foot free labour 
factories in Belgium, with exactly the 
same result to the English market. There- 
fore they said, and he repeated it in that 
House, that there was no case whatever. 
So that the whole thing came to this, 
that in two trades only, relating to two 
countries only, Germany and Belgium, 
there was some complaint of prison-made 
goods competing with their manufactures, 
and that those complaints were absolutely 
and completely proved not to exist, and 
could not possibly exist. In order to 
investigate whether any steps could be 
taken to stop it, they asked the Com- 
missioners of Customs whether declara- 
tions could be relied upon, and they said 
they believed they would have no effect. 
What was the “sufficient evidence,” 
according to the President of the 
Board of Trade, the Commissioners 
of Customs were to require in this 
matter? Any rival manufacturer might 
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trump up any case he liked before the 
Commissioners of Customs; he might 
delay his rival’s manufactures and there 
were no means of punishing the false wit- 
ness, however false he might be. He 
admitted that one of the witnesses did 
say that they could enforce the Act if 
they gave bribes high enough, and had 
informers corrupt enough. They were to 
go in for a system of espionage of the 
most villainous description in order to 
keep down a competition that did not 
exist. He was most surprised to hear that 
the President of the Board of Trade was 
reported to have said that this Bill ex- 
tended to the Colonies, and that the 
expression “foreign goods” under this 
Bill and in the principal Act included the 
Colonies. Had they had all this talk 
about a United Empire, to be told that 
the Colonists were foreigners, and that 
British subjects were to be treated as if 
they were foreigners? As far as he could 
make out there was not the slightest 
ground for believing that any Judge would 
construe the word “ foreign ” as including 
the Colonies. He could only say that 
the statement of the President of the 
Board of Trade was the most extraordi- 
nary proposition he had ever heard of. 
This Bill rested upon no grounds what- 
ever. It was proved that there was no 
grievance, that there could be no griev- 
ance, that the remedy was worse than 
the disease, and that the remedy could 
not be effectual. If the Prime Minister 
condescended, as he did sometimes con- 
descend, to notice what he had said, he 
trusted the noble Marquess would not tell 
their Lordships that the evidence he had 
brought forward from this Committee 
was invalidated, because the Chairman 
was an old man, and perhaps an incom- 
petent man. At all events, servility and 
incompetence were not infectious, and 
the Members who sat with him, and 
signed the Report were as competent 
to judge of evidence as any Member 
of that House. If that evidence were 
not disproved, this Bill was perfectly 
unnecessary—was a bogus and a sham. 
The Bill could do no good, and it must 
do harm to the commerce of the country. 
[“ Hear, hear! ”] 

*Lorp FARRER said that his noble 
Friend had shown that on the facts there 
was not a shadow of foundation for the 
Bill. He himself proposed to challenge 
the principles on which the Bill was 
founded. Even if there had been a real 
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and serious competition with the trade 
of this country, arising out of goods made 
in foreign prisons, that would be no jus- 
tification for the Bill. Why were the con- 
sumers of goods brought from abroad to 
be prevented from getting them on 
cheaper and better terms because those 
goods were prison-made? How far would 
the Government carry the principle? 
Were they going to inquire into all the 
circumstances under which goods were 
produced in foreign countries before 
allowing them to be imported? Some 
years ago the noble Marquess had tried 
to deal in that way with bounty-fed 
sugar, and he had enough of that 
attempt. He doubted whether, even with 
pressure from the West Indies, the noble 
Marquess would repeat the attempt. 
There was the question raised many 
years ago as to the exclusion of slave- 
made sugar, and it had been recently 
proposed, in the same quarters from 
which the demand for this Bill proceeded, 
that we should inquire into the wages of 
men employed in foreign countries, and 
that goods should be excluded if the 
wages paid in the production were less 
than the wages paid in this country. He 
had heard that it had been proposed to 
the Admiralty and in the London County 
Council, that ships made on the Clyde 
should not be purchased because the 
wages paid there were lower than the 
wages in London. Was the Government 
going to that extent? Once entered upon 
the career of exclusion, the Government 
would be landed in every absurdity, and 
finally in the destruction of free trade. 
But the real foundation for this Bill was 
what had already been done in this coun- 
try. At the bidding of the trade unions 
—and it was one of the worst biddings 
ever made—the Governments of both 
parties had consented to exclude English 
prison-made goods from the markets of 
this country. That was an offence against 
the common principles of humanity. 
How could prisoners be reformed unless 
they were taught to do something useful? 
And if they were allowed to make useful 
goods, those goods must be sold. But 
let the matter be looked at from the 
point of view, not of humanity in general, 
but of the British workman. Prisoners 
were sustained out of the taxes laid upon 
honest labour. Were they, then, to do 
nothing for their own maintenance? On 
the strictest economic grounds, and hav- 
ing regard to the pecuniary interests of 
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the free British workman, it was mad- 
ness to prevent prisoners making useful 
goods, or those goods from being sold. 
But these prison-made goods were to be 
used in Government establishments. To 
do that was just as much to displace 
goods made by free labour as if they were 
sold in the open market, because Govern- 
ment establishments must buy in the 
open market if they did not buy from 
prisons. In speaking on the really ad- 
mirable Workmen’s Compensation Bill 
the other day, the Prime Minister said 
that some of the arguments in favour of 
that Bill were above the average level, 
while some were below it. The argu- 
ments in favour of this Bill were all of 
them much below the average level. The 
practice in England on which this Bill was 
really founded was a sham and a piece of 
administrative hypocrisy perpetrated at 
the bidding of the worst and most 
ignorant section of the trade unions. He 
had had conversations with some of the 
most efficient and able representatives of 
labour, who were of opinion that nothing 
could be worse for the workmen than the 
present practice. If this proved to be 
the case with workmen generally, the 
Government in this matter had not only 
committed a crime; they had made a 
blunder, and he hoped and believed that 
at the elections it would be found to be 
so. He was forcibly reminded of a con- 
versation he had had with the late Mr. 
Bright soon after the last democratic 
Reform Bill had been passed, when Mr. 
Bright said,— 

“The people have now the power in their | 
own hands. If those whose duty it is to speak 
to them speak the truth, all will be well. But 


if, instead of speaking the truth to them, they 
flatter their prejudices, God help them both! ” 


*Tue PRIME MINISTER: I suppose 


{LORDS} 





that as both the noble Lords who have | 
spoken did me the honour to allude to | 
me, I must do what I should not other- | 
wise have done—take a short part in the | 
Debate. I must say that I think they | 
were somewhat hard put to it for argu. | 
ment. The noble Lord who first spoke | 
belaboured me because I had criticised a | 
Bill of his on the pollution of the river | 
streams. The noble Lord who has just | 
sat down went into questions of sugar | 
bounties, which are perhaps a little anti- 
quated now. Then he turned round upon 
me and attacked me for what I said on | 
the Workmen’s Compensation Bill. 


| 
‘Lord Farrer. } 
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*Lorp FARRER: No, I praised it. 
*Tue PRIME MINISTER: Well, it is 
the same thing. [Zaughter.] My only 
remark on these observations is that they 
do not seem to me to be very relevant 
to the question now before the House. 
The noble Lord who had just sat down 
was preaching a doctrine which he has 
preached for many a day. But the stream 
of time has gone past him, and he finds 
himself, as the somewhat belated advo- 
cate of a rather outworn doctrine, 
standing preaching in the wilderness. 
[Laughter and “No!” from Lord 
Farrer.| The noble Lord is the advo- 
cate of the consumer, and of nothing but 
the consumer. For him, the producer 
does not exist. The consumer is the only 
person to whom the State ought to pay 
any attention, or of whom it ought to 
take any care; and the producer is to be 
entirely neglected. I do not propose to 
enter upon such a thorny and difficult 
question. I only wish to point out that 
the noble Lord is taking up a position 
which in point of time is rather outworn, 
and that those who belong to the party 
of the supremacy of the consumer no 
longer have the undisputed dictation 
which they formerly enjoyed. The noble 
Lord gave us a refreshing flood of 
abstract principles to guide us through 
our hot and weary way. [Laughter]. I 
am very desirous to follow all those who 
will furnish, in this difficult study of poli- 
tics, abstract principles which will spare 
us the labour of reflection or inquiry. 
But my difficulty is that, with all my de- 
sire to constitute myself a humble 
follower of high and great principles, I 
find that the great principles will run 
into each other’s way. There is the 
noble Lord, with the great principle of 
ultra-free trade, as we used to worship it 
30 or 40 years ago. On that principle 
he says that we ought to allow the pri- 
sons to become, on State credit and by 
the power of the State, manufacturers of 
saleable goods and sellers of those goods 
to the people. But there is my noble 
Friend opposite (the Earl of Wemyss), 
who will tell me that that is Socialism, 
and that, following the high principle of 
Individualism, and obeying the great 
doctrine of the liberty of the subject, I 
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|; am bound to resist to the utmost any 


effort of the State to take over the duties 
which are discharged by the free indivi- 
dual in modern society. Which of the 
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two'am I to obey? I do not understand | go into the questioa of the sugar boun- 


how prison labour can be supported for | ties. 


Neither shall I. But taking simply 


purposes of sale on any but strongly| the producer of sugar—I am not now 


Socialistic principles. 


I do not under-| dealing with the question of the advan- 


stand, again, how the sale of prison-made | tages to the consumer—it seems to me 


goods can be opposed on any ground | 


which is not contrary to the high Free 
Trade doctrine preached by the noble 
Lord (Lord Farrer). I am _ bewildered 
and confused by this conflict of high prin- 
ciple, and all I can do is to deal with the 
little morsel of fact before me, which is 
that Governments, good or bad, honest 
or dishonest, to whichever side of the 
House they belonged, have coalesced in 
this—that they will not allow goods made 
in English prisons to be sold outside in 
competition with the ordinary labourer. 
Finding that to be the fact, for the same 
reason as I should object to a customs 
duty, if it had not an excise duty to back 
it, I say that if you have instituted this 
prohibition—and I find it there without 
the slightest chance of its being aban- 
doned—the only thing you can do in 
consistency and justice to your own 
people is to deal with the foreigner and 
his prison-made goods precisely on the 
principles on which you deal with Eng- 
lish prison-made goods. Being satisfied 
of that small fact, in this conflict of high 
doctrine I shall vote for the Second Read- 
ing of the Bill. |“ Hear, hear! ”] 

Tue Eart or KIMBERLEY : The noble 
Marquess said that this principle was up- 
held by both Parties in the State. I sup- 
pose he was referring to the action of the 
late Government. In that case, I am 
bound to follow an example which has 
often been ‘set on the other side, by say- 
ing that in that matter I did not agree 
with my Party. [Zaughter.| Having 
freed myself thus far I have further to 
say that it must be remembered that 
since that Motion was passed there has 
been an Inquiry on the subject which cer- 
tainly does not seem to have afforded any 
strong support to the Measure which was 
shadowed forth in the Resolution moved 
by Sir Howard Vincent. I am not going 
to put this matter very high. I think 
this is a very trivial, small, and unim- 
portant Bill. But the Secretary for Scot- 
land spoke of the great injustice to the 
British workman of allowing the products 
of subsidised labour to find their way into 
this country in competition with the 
articles which he produces. I think that 
is a very far-reaching argument indeed. 
The noble Marquess said he would not 





undoubtedly a hardship that he should 


| have to compete, not with the free labour 


of other countries, but of that labour 
supported in the great countries of 
France and Germany by enormous boun- 
ties. Iam one of those antiquated Free- 
traders of which the noble Marquess 
spoke. I will not, however, occupy the 
time of the House in the discussion of 
abstract principles. I will only make the 
remark that when I hold to the old doc- 
trine that you should look mainly to the 
interest of the consumers, I do so for this 
very simple reason, that no man can 
consume anything without paying for it, 
and therefore if you consume largely you 
must produce largely to pay for what 
you consume. I therefore believe that 
if a country buys largely of foreign com- 
petitors it sells its own produce, because 
in no other way can it pay for what it 
buys. I sympathise with my noble 
Friend Lord Farrer in what he said as to 
the effect of this Bill upon our prison 
system. I do not think that is a slight 
matter. Unless we can employ our pri- 
soners on useful work—and in order to 
do so we must sell that work if it is over 
and above what we can consume for State 
purposes—I believe it will be found im- 
possible to maintain a satisfactory system 
of prison discipline. I was struck very 
much indeel by a short Report from the 
United States which has been laid on the 
Table of the House, and from which it 
appears that in New York they prohi- 
bited prison labour absolutely, and the 
effect on the prison labour was most de- 
plorable in every way. Therefore, what- 
ever opinions may be entertained as to 
whether prison-made goods should be 
allowed for sale, it is a matter for serious 
reflection indeed, how far you can carry 
tne principle of this Bill in this country 
or in any other country in regard to the 
treatment of criminals. To be consistent 
ycu ought not to employ convicts on the 
great dockyards, or in the construction 
of other great Government works, be- 
cause for every convict you employ you 
must necessarily dispcssess so much free 
labour. The question is a very wide one, 
and for that reason I do not like the prin- 
ciple of the Bill. Its effect, I think, will 
be next to nothing. It may catch the 
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support of a certain number of ignorant 
people in the country, who may imagine 
that you are doing something for labour ; 
but its practical result will be little 
indeed. 


Motion agreed to ; Bill Read 2° accord- 
ingly, and committed to a Committee of 
the whole House To-morrow. 





STIPENDIARY MAGISTRATES 
JURISDICTION (SCOTLAND) BILL. 
Read 2* (according to Order), and 

committed to a Committee of the whole 
House To-morrow. 





LICENSING (SCOTLAND) ACTS 
AMENDMENT BILL. 

Lorp BALFOUR, in moving the 
Second reading of this Bill, said that 
certain classes of British-made wines, 
which were technically know as “sweets,” 
were not at present excisable liquors and 
did not come under the ordinary licensing 
laws, although many of them contained 
70 per cent. of alcohol, the same amount 
that was contained in most of the wines 
that were imported. Under the law as 
it stood there was no power to restrict 
the sale of those liquors, and therefore 
they were sold freely on Sundays and at 
other times when the ordinary public- 
houses were closed. The object of the 
Bill was to provide that, as in the case of 
other wines and spirits, no one could sell 
those drinks until a certificate had been 
obtained from the ordinary Justices. 

Tue Eart or KIMBERLEY: Does 
the Bill apply to what are called temper- 
ance drinks ? 

Lorp BALFOUR: It does not. 

Tue Eart or KIMBERLEY: I am 
told they contain a large amount of 
alcohol. 


Read a second time (according to 
Order), and committed to a Committee of 
the Whole House To-morrow. 





MILITARY MANCEUVRES BILL. 
*THe SECRETARY or STATE For 
WAR (The Marquess or Lanspowne) 
moved the Second reading of the Bill. He 
said it had been prepared to enable the 


Earl of Kimberley. ' 
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War department to give facilities to the 
troops for the exercise of military man- 
ceuvres under conditions resembling, as far 
as possible, the conditions of actual war- 
fare, without having to resort to special 
legislation for the purpose. Hitherto, 
whenever the War Department desired 
to hold military manceuvres, it had been 
necessary to obtain the necessary funds 
from the Treasury—not always a very 
easy task—and also a special Statute at 
the hands of Parliament. The difficulty 
of making sure of such a double event 
was obvious, and the result had been 


that since 1875 there had _ been 
no manceuvres upon a really con- 
siderable scale. The necessity of 


these military exercises was admitted 
by all, whether soldiers or civilians, who 
paid] any attention to military matters. 
Some of them could remember the time 
when our troops and the troops of foreign 
countries were armed with weapons 
which were not very dangerous beyond 
a range of 100 yards or thereabouts ; 
when battles were fought in close order ; 
and when the necessary drill could 
probably be acquired without much difli- 
culty within the confines of a barrack 
yard. But we were now arming our 
troops with weapons of great range and 
accuracy, and the formation adopted in 
the battle-field had become extremely 
extended, with the result that unless the 
troops were trained in large areas, and 
in the open country, they could not 
acquire the discipline and experience 
which would be expected of them when 
they came to be employed in the field. 
Their Lordships would admit that in 
a matter of this kind we might have 
some regard to what prevailed in 
foreign countries. He was informed 
that in all the more important Continen- 
tal nations the whole of the regular army 
and a considerable part of the reserve 
were annually trained by means of man- 
cuvres upon an extended scale. There 
were grand manceuvres, lasting from ten 
to 30 days ; divisional manceuvres, lasting 
perhaps a fortnight ; brigade manceuvres, 
and so on; and surely we should be cul- 
pableif we contemplated opposing to troops 
trained in this manner British troops to 
whom such training had been denied. 
There was one exception, of course, in 
regard to our own Army, and that was 
the exception of India, where, owing to 
the great extent of country available, it 
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was possible without difficulty to train 
troops in the manner which he had indi- 
cated. His noble and gallant friend 
Lord Roberts had often insisted to him 
upon the enormous advantage which the 
Army in India had acquired owing to 
training of this description, and the great 
corresponding disadvantage which the 
Army at home was under from the fact 
that no such opportunities, or, at any 
rate, very rare opportunities, of the kind 
were placed within its reach. For these 
reasons they thought it necessary to take 
standing powers to hold military exercises 
on a large scale, but they did so recognis- 
ing that in this country it was most 
necessary that such powers should not be 
availed of without the amplest precaution 
to guard owners and occupiers of the 
land which the troops might traverse, 
from any injury to which the passage of 
the troops might expose them. In this 
country, as they all knew, very large 
areas were enclosed, and when they got 
beyond the enclosures they came into con- 
tact with two classes of the community, 
both of whom were naturally very 
tenacious of their rights—he meant the 
commoners and the preservers of game. 
This Bill had been drawn with the object 
of holding the balance as fairly as pos- 
sible between what he might call military 
considerations and the interests of the 
public. They desired to avoid the neces- 
sity for special legislation, but they felt 
that manceuvres of the kind which they 
contemplated should not be held without 
the sanction and authority of Parliament, 
and therefore they proposed that 
whenever it was desired to hold such 
manceuvres an Order in Council should 


be passed. That Order in Council would 
authorise the holding of manceuvres 


within special limits, and they proposed 
that six months before the date of the 
manceuvres the draft of the Order 
should be circulated to the councils 
of the counties, county boroughs, 
districts, and parishes lying wholly or 
partly within the area included in 
the scope of the Bill. They also pro- 
posed that three months beforehand 
it should be advertised in two local 
newspapers ; and finally, that the Order 
in Council itself should lie for 30 days 
upon the Table of both Houses of Par- 
liament, and that an Address from 
both Houses should be carried before it 
could take effect. When once the Order 
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in Council had been made they proposed 
that there should be limits of time under 
which the total duration of the manceuvres 
should not exceed three months, and 
under which the same district should 
not be made use of for the purpose of 
holding manceuvres more than once in 
five years. They proposed that the 
troops should be altogether excluded 
from certain classes of land, such as 
farmyards, gardens, orchards, curtilages 
attached to any dwelling house, or any 
enclosed woods or plantations, and 
under no circumstances would: the 
troops be allowed to have access 
to them. They proposed that the 
lands which should be made available 
should be specially authorised by a Com- 
mission which would be appointed under 
the Bill. The Commission would consist 
of two members appointed by the County 
Council of every county included within 
the specified limits, one member appointed 
by the council of any county borough 
within the area, and a certain number 
of local owners and occupiers who were 
to be selected by the Secretary of State. 
In order that the representatives named 
by the Secretary of State might not be 
in a position to out-vote the others, they 
proposed that they should under no cir- 
cumstances be equally numerous with 
the elected representatives. He thought 
that would satisfy their Lordships that 
they did not desire, by securing the 
presence of too large a representation of 
the official element, to exercise a pre- 
ponderating influence in the councils of 
the Commission. This Commission was 
to authorise the Jands, roads, and sources 
of water of which the troops could make 
use, and it was also to make regulations 
for the protection of persons and property 
within those areas. There was a clause 
under which they provided compensation 
to persons who might sustain injury 
owing to the presence of the troops. 
They had drawn this clause in the most 
liberal spirit, and they provided that 
full compensation was to be made for 
any damage to person or property, or 
interference with rights or privileges, 
arising from putting in force any of 
the provisions of this Act, whether occa- 
sioned by the acts or default of the 
authorised forces, or by the presence 
of persons who might be attracted to 
the neighbourhood by the presence of 
the troops. The compensation officer 
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would be appointed by the Military 
Manceuvres Commission, and the regula- 
tions for the procedure in compensation 
cases would be framed by the Commission. 
If in any case there was a difficulty in 
coming to an agreement they provided 
for arbitration under the Arbitration 
Act of 1889. There was also a clause 
imposing moderate penalties for such 
offences as obstructing and interfering 
with the execution of the manceuvres, 
moving flags or other marks, or cutting 
telegraph wires. Those were the whole 
of the more important provisions of the 
Bill, and he had every hope that, in 
spite of the lateness of the period at 
which the Bill came before their Lord- 
ships, they would allow it to pass with- 
out serious modification. 

Tue Eart or WEMYSS said that he 
had always been very anxious for full 
military efficiency in this country, and 
he was very anxious that this Bill should 
pass if it was necessary. But was it 
necessary? He had not yet been able to 
see the Bill. Manceuvres were no novelty 
in this country ; they had been held in 
1872 or 1873, and for three years we had 
held manceuvres in this country which 
he himself had attended. He had never 
heard, however, of any difficulty with 
respect to those manceuvres arising from 
any cantankerous proprietor or tenant, 
or that the military authorities had 
the slightest difficulty with regard to 
the ground that was required. He did 
not believe that at that time it was found 
necessary to have an Order in Council, 
as far as he could recollect; the reason 
why they were stopped was simply 
because the Secretary of State declined 
to pay £60,000 a year for the purpose. 
He asked whether there were any such 
powers in India as were asked for in this 
Bill. 

*THeE Marquess oF LANSDOWNE 
. said the noble Earl was under a slight 
misapprehension. In 1871, when 
manceuvres were held on Salisbury 
Plain, and again in 1882 when large 
manceuvres were held, Bills were passed 
enabling the troops to hold these exercises, 
and those Bills were much longer and 
more complicated than the present 
Measure. Since then, moreover, the 





difficulties had enormously increased. | 
The circumstances in India were entirely | 
different—there were large tracts of | 
unoccupied country in which manceuvres 





Marquess of Lansdowne. 
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could be held without any difficulty. In 
the case of Germany and most other 
continental powers there were special 
measures in force. 

THe Eart or WEMYSS said if 
what the noble Marquess had said was 
correct, all that he himself had said fell 
to the ground. 


Bill read 2* accordingly, and com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole 
House To-morrow. 





DISTRICT COUNCILS 

(WATER SUPPLY FACILITIES) BILL. 

Viscount CROSS moved the Second 
Reading of this Bill, remarking that the 
Bill was to enable landowners under the 
Improvement of Land Act 1864, to con- 
tribute towards the expenses of the dis- 
trict council in bringing water to their 
estates, and to make it a charge on the 
estate with the consent of the Board of 
Agriculture. 


Read 2° (according to Order), and com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole 
House To-morrow. 





WICKLOW —_—" (ADVANCES) 
LL. 

Tur Eart or DENBIGH, in moving the 
Second Reading of this Bill, said the Bill 
was really a Treasury Bill for the purpose 
of arranging a consolidated loan of 
£65,000 to the authorities in Wicklow 
for the purpose of repairing the present 
harbour, which had fallen seriously into 
disrepair. The advance was the result of 
a compromise come to between the local 
taxpayers and the Treasury. 


Read 2° (according to Order), and com- 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole 
House To-morrow. 


ARCHDEACONRY OF LONDON 
(ADDITIONAL ENDOWMENTS) BILL. 
Lorv ALDENHAM, in moving the 
Second Reading of this Bill, said the 
object of the Bill was to equalise the 
emoluments of the canonries of St. 
Paul’s, and so to provide an adequate 
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stipend for the Archdeacon of London. 
In 1841 the Government of the day in- 
creased the number of canonries at St. 
Paul’s from three to four, attaching the 
new canonry to the Archdeaconry of 
London. But, thinking that he would 
probably be a pluralist, they said he must 
be content with two-thirds of the stipend 
of the canonry and gave the other third 
to the Archdeaconry of Middlesex. The 
Archdeacon of London was not a 
pluralist ; on the contrary, he gave up a 
living worth £650 a year to undertake 
the much more arduous duties of Arch- 
deacon of London, which occupied all his 
time. His work was at least as heavy 
as that of the other three canons, and the 
Dean and Chapter, feeling this, desired 
to make over to him the one-third alluded 
to, which would make his stipend equal 
to that of the other canons, who received 
£1,000 a year each. 


Weights and Measures 





| 
Read 2° (according to Order), and com- | 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole| 


House To-morrow. 





EXPIRING LAWS CONTINUANCE BILL. | 

Read 2* (according to Order), and com- | 
mitted to a Committee of the Whole} 
House To-morrow. 





BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE. 


Standing Orders Nos. XXXIX. and 
XLV. to be considered To-morrow, in 
order to their being suspended for the 
remainder of the Session. 


House adjourned at Ten Minutes before 
Seven o’clock, till To-morrow, a 
Quarter past Four o’clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Monday, 2nd August 1897. 





VOLUNTEERS BILL. 


Lords’ Amendments considered, and 
agreed to. 
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(Metric System) Bill. 8 
WEIGHTS AND MEASURES (METRIO 
SYSTEM) BILL. 


Lords’ Amendments considered, and 
agreed to. 





NOTICES OF MOTION. 


On going into Committee on East 
India Revenue Accounts (Indian 
Budget) :— 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL (Donegal, 
S.): To move, That this House views 
with grave disapproval the fact that 
famine, plague, and pestilence in India 
have been seized by the Indian Govern- 
ment for an attack on the freedom of 
the press in India, and for the revival of 
the system of arrest of British subjects 
in India under the law of lettre de cachet, 


|and the indefinite imprisonment without 


trial of persons thus arrested; and 
desires to place on record its conviction 
that the only safe foundation for 
government in India is to be sought in 
the extension to British subjects in India 
of the full privileges of the British 
Constitution. 

Sir WILLIAM WEDDERBURN 
(Banffshire): To move, That looking 
to the condition of the masses of the 
people and their grievous 
sufferings during the present year, this 
House desires to express its deep 
sympathy in their distress, and trusts 
that Her Majesty's Government will 
institute a detailed and searching Village 
Inquiry into the causes which blight 
the industry of the cultivators and 
render them helpless to resist even the 
first attacks of famine and pestilence. 

Mr. SAMUEL SMITH (Flintshire) : 
To call attention to the great loss and 
suffering caused to India by plague, 
famine, and earthquake, and to the 
desirability of the Home Government 
endeavouring to mitigate that distress by 
making a grant to the Indian Govern- 
ment for additional relief to the sufferers ; 
and also to the need of more effective 
representation of Indian opinion in the 
Government of the country, so that 
greater economy may be practised in 
military expenditure, and more attention 
paid to internal reforms, especially in 
the Direction of larger irrigation works 
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Clogher Valley 


and more extended elementary educa- 
tion. 


Sir MANCHERJEE BHOWNAG- 
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is being sanctioned by the Education 
Department, notwithstanding the protest 
of three members of the Soothill School 


Tramway Company. 


GREE (Bethnal Green, N.E.): To| Board, in whose district the said 
move, That this House views with} school is situated, who have represented 





concern the fact that the old industries | that within 150 yards of the said school 
of India are fast disappearing without| there are over 200 vacant places pro- 
being replaced by new ones to any|vided by another public elementary 
appreciable extent, with the result that | school; and, whether, if this is the case, 
its vast population has to largely depend | he will consider the matter ? 
on the imports of foreign manufactures) THe VICE PRESIDENT or tne 
for even the most ordinary articles of COUNCIL (Sir Joun Gorst, Cambridge 
every-day use, a circumstance to which| University): The provision of a third 
is mainly due the condition of poverty | class-room is desirable in the interests of 
under which large sections of the people | the efficiency of the Board School ; but, 
of India still labour ; and that, inasmuch | as it appears that there are still a good 
as the present system of education, | many vacant places in the National 
among other causes, has had a tendency | School, the Committee of Council will 
to divert the energies of the people from | consider whether they shall reckon this 
the preservation and development of | class-room as increasing the accommoda- 
industrial pursuits, this House is of|tion of the Board School to the extent 
opinion that an inquiry should be held, | proposed. 
by such means as the Government of | 
India consider advisable, with a view to| 
ascertaining and suggesting measures for | BELFAST TELEGRAPH DEPARTMENT. 
remedying the evils indicated. Mr. JOHN DILLON (Mayo, E.): I 

Mr. JAMES STUART (Shoreditch, | beg to ask the Secretary to the Treasury, 
Hoxton): To call attention to the|as representing the Postmaster General, 
reply of the Government of India to the | whether the appointment of lady super- 
Dispatch of the Secretary of State of the | visor in the Belfast Post Office Telegraph 
26th day of March last, relating to the| Department has been conferred on a 
health of the Indian army ; and to move, | comparatively junior clerk ; what is her 
That this House disapproves of the} period of service, and how many there 
repeal of the Cantonment Act Amend- are in the first class senior to her over 
ment Act of 1895. whom she has been promoted; and, 
whether those who are senior to the lady 
appointed were considered incapable of 
filling the position ; and, if so, for what 
reason 4 

Tue SECRETARY to tne TREA- 
|SURY (Mr. R. W. Hansury, Preston) : 
Miss Reid, who was recently promoted 
to be Woman Supervisor at Belfast, is 
not a comparatively junior clerk. Her 
service dates from November 1882. She 
was fourth on the First Class, and the 
three standing above her were certified 
not to be qualified for the promotion. 


SALE OF INTOXICATING LIQUORS 
(IRELAND) BILL. 

Sir T. LEA (Londonderry, 8.), in 
asking leave to withdraw this Bill, gave 
notice of his intention to introduce a 
similar Measure as early as possible next 
Session. 


Order for Committee [this day] read, 
and discharged. Bill withdrawn. 


CLOGHER VALLEY TRAMWAY 
COMPANY. 
Mr. D. MACALEESE (Monaghan,N.): 
I beg to ask the President of the Board 
of Trade how many tons of gravel have 


QUESTIONS. 


EARL’S HEATON SCHOOL. 
Viscount CRANBORNE (Roches. | 





ter): I beg to ask the Vice President of | been taken from the Ballygawley river 
the Committee of Council on Education | by the Clogher Valley Tramway Com- 
whether an enlargement of the Ear’’s |pany since the Ist of January last, and 
Heaton School, to the extent of 60 places, 


Mr. Samuel Smith. 


jae to the Great Northern Railway 
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Company; how many permanent way 
men of the Clogher Valley Company 
were employed in removing the gravel ; 
and, is it in accordance with the rules of 
the Board of Trade for the management of 
tramways that permanent way men may 
be taken from their proper duties to be 
employed in filling gravel for sale to 
railway companies ? 


Ture PRESIDENT or tue BOARD 
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the suit of the landlord, and the Crown 
cannot interfere as suggested in the 
fourth paragraph, even if the Land 
Commissioners were in a position to 
entertain the application of defendant 
for reinstatement. 


Lunatic Asylum. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS MESSENGERS. 
| Gernerat LAURIE (Pembroke and 





or TRADE (Mr. Rircniz, Croydon) :| Haverfordwest): I beg to ask the 
I am unable to give the hon. Member| Under Secretary of State for War 
any further information with regard to| whether his statement that discharged 
this matter than is contained in my | soldiers were unfit to be employed as 
reply to him of July 26th. The Board/ messengers in the House of Commons, 
of Trade have no rules dealing with the and were subject to temptations there 
duties of permanent way men. The which made it a little difficult to appoint 
responsibility for the proper management | them, was based on information given 
and control of the tramway rests with| by individual Members of the House of 
the Company, and the Board of Trade;Commons, or on reports made by the 
cannot interfere. officials in charge of the staff; and, 
| whether he would state any instances 
showing their unfitness, or where they 
EVICTED TENANT (COUNTY have succumbed to temptation ? 
MONAGHAN.) Tue UNDER SECRETARY oF 
Mr. MACALEESE: I beg to ask the, STATE ror WAR (Mr. Broprick, 
Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant | Surrey, Guildford): The statement made 
of Ireland (1) whether his attention has| by me conveyed the opinions officially 
been drawn to the case of a woman | expressed by those responsible as to the 
named Margaret M‘Manus, of Mullana-/ desirability or the reverse of appointing 
vanog, county Monaghan, an evicted retired soldiers as messengers in the 
tenant, who was prosecuted for alleged} House of Commons. No instances were 
trespass at the Monaghan Petty Sessions, | given, and I am not without hope that 
on Tuesday 27th July, although she|the view may be modified. [‘‘ Hear, 
alleged that she was engaged in negoti-| hear !’’] 
ating with the Land Commission for the} GErNEran LAURIE asked whether 
purchase of her farm under the Land | the present staff had given satisfaction ? 
Acts, and asked for an adjournment of} Mr. BRODRICK: I am not respon- 
the case for a month pending completion | sible for them, but I should say the 
of the negotiations; (2) is he aware | present staff was admirable. [‘ Hear, 
that the magistrates were equally divided | hear ! ”] 
upon the case, and unable to make any 
rule; (3) what stage are the negotia- 
tions in; and (4) will this prosecution 
be suspended to admit of their being 
perfected ? 


PORTRAIN LUNATIC ASYLUM. 
Mr. DILLON: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant 
Tye CHIEF SECRETARY ror/of Ireland whether he is aware that the 
IRELAND (Mr. Geratp Baxrour, | contract for the Portrain Lunatic Asylum 
Leeds, Central): The facts appear to be| was given to a firm whose tender was 
correctly stated in the first paragraph, | £1,500 higher than the lowest tender, 
The landlord withheld his consent from | and which is paying for labourers 12s. a 





the application of the evicted tenant for 
reinstatement, and consequently the 
Land Commissioners cannot entertain 
the application. The hearing of the case 
in which the defendant was summoned 
for trespass stands adjourned until to- 
morrow, when the prosecution will be 
proceeded with. The prosecution is at 


week of 57 to 60 hours, as against 19s. 
a week of 54 hours Dublin wages; for 
tradesmen 28s. to 30s. a week of 57 hours, 
according to ability, as against a 
minimum of 36s. a week of 54 hours in 
| Dublin ; and, if so, whether this is in 
accord with the Fair Wages Resolution 
of the House of Commons ? 
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Royal Irish 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: It is 
not a fact that the contract for the new 
Asylum at Portrane was given to a firm 
whose tender was £1,500 higher than the 
lowest tender. Labourers and _ trades- 
men engaged on this work are employed 
by the hour, and not by the week, and 
I am informed that the rates of wages 
paid are not at variance with the Fair 
Wages Resolution of the House. 


LURGAN POST OFFICE. 

Mr. R. McGHEE (Louth, 8): T beg 
to ask the Secretary to the Treasury, as 
representing the Postmaster General, 
whether he has been made aware of the 
great inconvenience to which the people 
of Lurgan are being put in transacting 
their business at the post office in that 
town, owing to the inadequate space and 
unsuitable character of the premises; 
whether he is aware that telegraphic 
operations are carried on at the public 
counter in the hearing of the public ; 
whether he has received a memorial from 
the Town Commissioners of Lurgan, 
praying for enlarged and more suitable 
premises ; and, whether it is his intention 
to take steps for providing a post office 
such as will enable the business to be 
conveniently and properly transacted ! 

Mr. HANBURY : The attention of 
the Postmaster General had been called, 
previous to the receipt of the memorial 
from the Town Commissioners, to the 
inadequacy of the accommodation afforded 
in the present post office at Lurgan, and 
for some time past the postmaster has 
been endeavouring to find better premises 
at a rent which the amount of the 
business would justify but without 
success. It is believed to be very likely 
that the sound of the telegraph instru- 
ment is audible at the public counter. 
The question of providing a Crown oftice 
is now being considered. 


WATERFORD, DUNGARVAN, AND 
LISMORE RAILWAY. 

Mr. PATRICK O’BRIEN (Kilkenny) : 
I beg to ask the Secretary to the Trea- 
sury (1) whether he intends to make 
inquiries to satisfy himself that the two 
companies that have tendered for the 
purchase of the Waterford, Dungarvan, 
and Lismore Railway are in a financial 
position to carry out the conditions of 
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their respective tenders in case either 
should become the purchaser; (2) whether 
he will satisfy himself as to the truth of 
the rumour circulated in favour of the 
Fishguard and Rosslare Company’stender 
to the effect that the Midland Railway 
Company of England is financially con- 
cerned in the offer of purchase of the 
Fishguard and Rosslare Company before 
selling the Government’s interest in the 
concern, and the greater interests of the 
ratepayers of Waterford, to that firm ; 
and (3) whether he has any objection to 
say if the Midland Railway Company are 
parties to the offer for purchase made by 
the Fishguard and Rosslare Company? 

The Hox. MemsBer also asked the 
Secretary tothe Treasury whether he can 
say if the London and North Western 
Railway Company are financially con- 
cerned in, and are parties to, the offer 
made by the Fishguard and Rosslare 
Railway Company for the purchase of the 
Waterford, Dungarvan, and Lismore 
Railway ? 

Mr. HANBURY: Of course, I shall 
make the inquiries mentioned in the first 
and second paragraphs. The Midland 
Railway, so far as I am aware, are not 
parties to the offer mentioned in the 
third paragraph. The same answer 
applies to the hon. Member’s Question 
No. 37, about the London and North 
Western Railway Co. 


Constabulary. 


ROYAL IRISH CONSTABULARY, 

Mr. DILLON : I beg to ask the Chief 
Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant of 
Treland (1) whether he is aware that at 
the Castleblaney quarter sessions on the 
10th October last, the Grand Jury passed 
a resolution commending the conduct of 
Sergeant Corry and Constable Flynn for 
their action in one of the cases tried at 
the quarter session ; and that the Judge 
handed this resolution to the District 
Inspector tobe forwarded to the Inspector 
General; and (2) whether the resolution 
was forwarded in due course ? 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: The 
facts are as stated in the first paragraph. 
Two days after the adoption of the 
resolution, the members of the Con- 
stabulary named in the Question made 
an application for favourable consideration 
of their conduct in connection with the 
case referred to, but on the 14th October 
asked permission to withdraw their 
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application, and the District Inspector, 
under the circumstances, did not consider 
it necessary to submit the resolution to 
the Inspector General. The Inspector 
General having now considered the 
resolution, is of opinion that the duty 
performed by the police in this case was 
of very ordinary character, and not such 
as to entitle them to any special 
recognition. 


Mr. DILLON said that the right hon. 
Gentleman had not answered his Question 
as to why this District Inspector did not 
in due course submit the resolution, as 
ordered by the Judge, to the Inspector 
General] ? 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: The 
hon. Gentleman does not appear to have 
read his own Question. There is nothing 
in his Question as to why the resolution 
was not sent to the Inspector General. 
The Inspector probably did not consider 
it as of sufficient importance. 


PAPAL REGISTERS. 
Mr. MAURICE HEALY (Cork): I 


beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
the Home Department whether the atten- 
tion of the Deputy Keeper of the 
Records has been called to the continued 
complaints made as regards the manner 
in which the several volumes of the 
calendar of entries in the Papal Registers 
relating to Great Britain and Ireland 
have been compiled; whether it is 
intended in the subsequent volumes to 
correct the errors in those already pub- 
lished, a number of which have been set 
out at length in two articles in the Trish 
Ecclesiastical Record; whether the 
direction of the deputy keeper abrogating 
the original Rolls Instruction (eleventh), 
that each series should be chronological, 
will be reconsidered; and, if not, 
whether, in view of the fact that the 
French publication relied on as a prece- 
dent gives an index setting forth the 
date, ete., of each document in proper 
sequence, @ similar index will be provided 
for the English volumes ; and, whether, 
in view of the importance of this work 
for historical purposes, the Deputy 
Keeper of the Records will submit for 
inquiry to some persons eminent in this 
branch of scholarship the several allega- 
tions which have been made, that the 
documents of which the series in question 
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are intended to be a calendar are con- 
fused as regards their order, imperfectly 
summarised in many instances, often 
mistranslated, and indexed imperfectly ; 
that dates are often not given; that 
technical terms are misunderstood ; that 
errors are frequent ; and that the work 
displays a general want of knowledge of 
the subject matter dealt with. 

Tue SECRETARY or STATE For 
THE HOME DEPARTMENT (Sir 
Matruew Wuite Ruiptey, Lancashire, 
Blackpool): The Deputy Keeper of the 
Records informs me that his attention 
has been called to complaints respecting 
the manner in which the first two volumes 
have been compiled. Such entries as 
are proved to be erroneous will, of course, 
be corrected, but several of the charges 
made in the Irish Ecclesiastical Record 
have been found on investigation to be 
groundless. The rolls instruction men- 
tioned by the hon. Member referred to 
calendars of State papers, which are 
detached documents, and is not applicable 
to calendars of rolls or registers. In 
dealing with these it is usual to follow 
the extract order in which the entries 
occur in the original manuscripts, and 
this has been the system pursued by 
scholars of different nationalities working 
on the Vatican archives. A proposal to 
supply a chronological table of political 
entries is now under consideration. The 
Deputy Keeper will be willing to discuss 
the whole question with some impartial 
scholar. 

Mr. MAURICE HEALY: I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department whether any assistance has 
been provided, as promised, for the 
present editor of the Calendar of Entries 
in the Papal Registers relating to Great 
Britain and Ireland ; and, if so, whether 
he will state the names of the person or 
persons appointed for the purpose; to 
what departments of the work such 
assistance extends, and what assistance 
has been provided for him in the Irish 
portions of his work ; and, whether the 
Deputy Keeper of the Records will 
consider the advisability of having a 
separate volume compiled relating exclu- 
sively to the Irish entries. 

Sir MATTHEW WHITE RIDLEY : 
Yes, this assistance has been provided, 
as the volume issued last week shows. 
Mr. Johnson, of the Record Office, was 


assisting the editor at Rome from 
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January to May last year, and Mr.| Pasha and the Admirals, the character of 
Twemlow from last November to the| his mission was discussed ; and whether 
present time. Their assistance extended | this is to be taken as a recognition of 
to the whole of the text and the index | the right of Djevad Pasha to interfere in 





alike. All entries, moreover, which/ the affairs of Crete ? 
related to Ireland have been examined| Tut UNDER SECRETARY oF 
by the Very Reverend M. Costello, of STATE ror FOREIGN AFFAIRS 


the Dominican Priory of San Clemente | (Mr. G. N. Curzon, Lancashire, South- 


in Rome. It is not considered advisable 
to have a separate calendar of Irish 
entries. 


IRISH MAIL SERVICE. 

Mr. J. L. CAREW (Dublin, College 
Green): I beg to ask the Secretary to 
the Treasury, as representing the Post- 
master General, whether he can state the 
result of the negotiations with the Com- 
mittee of the London and North Western 
Railway Company in reference to the 
acceleration of the Irish day mails ? 

Mr. HANBURY: The Postmaster 
General, the Chief Secretary and myself, 
saw the Chairman and Manager of the 
London and North Western Railway 
Company on Tuesday last, and it was 
arranged that they should furnish an 
estimate of the cost of improving the day 
passenger service. That estimate I have 
not yet received. The day mail is 
already faster than the North Wall boat 
train, and is only 19 minutes slower 
to Chester than the night mail itself. 
The acceleration of what is now the 
7.15 train, would therefore only slightly 
improve the hour of starting from 
London. That train must run as far 
as Chester in any case if North Wales 
is to receive its mails as early as it has 
hitherto. If an additional train has to 
be run, starting from Euston at(say) 8.30, 
it would be more convenient, of course, 
for London passengers, but it would 
mean that Birmingham, Manchester, 
Liverpool, and other passengers who 
form two-thirds of the traffic for Ireland, 
would either be detained for a long time 
at Crewe or Chester, or start consider- 
ably later than at present—although 
the present hours of starting have proved 
very convenient for them. The altera- 
tion in the times of these trains would 
also dislocate the existing postal arrange- 
ments of the localities concerned. 


CRETE. 
Mr. DILLON : I beg toask the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
whether at an interview between Djevad 


Sir Matthew White Ridley. 





port): Djevad Pasha stated to the Ad- 
mirals on the 25th of July that his 
mission was not political, but that his 
instructions were to take command of 
the troops, and endeavour to enlarge the 
cordon and ameliorate the position of 
Mussulmans. This statement cannot be 
taken as a recognition of his right to 
exercise any function except that of 
commander of the Turkish troops, to 
which post he has been appointed in 
place of the commander recently with- 
drawn. 

Mr. DILLON : I beg to ask the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, 
whether, since the landing of Djevad 
Pasha, the European soldiers in Canea 
have been frequently insulted by the 
Mahomedans and Turkish soldiers, and 
in some instances assaulted, and whether, 
in the face of such proceedings, the 
Admirals intend to maintain their present 
attitude towards the Mahomedans and 
Turkish authorities in the island ? 

Mr. J. G.WEIR (Ross and Cromarty) : 
I beg to ask the Under Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs whether he 
has any information in regard to the 
state of affairs in Crete since the arrival 
of Djevad Pasha in the island ; whether 
a few nights since European soldiers 
were maltreated by a Turkish patrol ; 
and whether any, and if so, what, steps 
are being taken by the Powers to prevent 
the repetition of outrages ? 

Mr. CURZON: The British Admiral 
has reported that isolated quarrels have 
recently taken place at Canea between 
the European and Turkish troops, but 
nothing has been said as to any con- 
nection between these incidents and the 
arrival of Djevad Pasha. On the con- 
trary, the British Admiral expresses the 
hope that in consequence of the measures 
adopted by the Admirals in conjunction 
with Djevad Pasha, they will not recur. 
There is no reason, therefore, why the 
Admirals should depart from the attitude 
which they have hitherto observed. 

Mr. DILLON: I beg to ask the 
Under Secretary of State for Foreign 
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Affairs whether the blockade of Crete is 
still maintained ; if it is, whether he can 
state the present conditions of the 
blockade ; and, whether ammunition and 
military stores are allowed to be landed 
for the use of the Mussulmans, while the 
blockade is enforced against ammunition | 
intended for the Christians ? 

Mr. CURZON: I have nothing to 
add to the answer which I gave to the 
hon. Member on the 19th of July with 
regard to the blockade of Crete. 
Ammunition and military stores are no 
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doubt landed for the use of the Turkish | 
troops in the island. This is obviously | 
necessary so long as they remain there. | 

Mr. DILLON asked whether it was | 
true that while ammunition and military | 
stores were allowed to be landed for the | 
Turkish troops, they were not allowed to | 
be landed for the use of the Christians 4) 

Mr. CURZON: There 
Christian troops in the island. 

Mr. DILLON said that his question 
referred not to Christian troops, but to 
the Christian insurgents. 


are no| 
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carried into effect without any un- 
necessary delay. As was, however, inti- 
mated by my right hon. Friend the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, the work 
of extending the deliveries in all parts 
of the country will occupy a considerable 
time, and cannot possibly be completed 
within the present financial year. 


ARRESTS IN INDIA (BOMBAY 
REGULATION). 

Mr. MICHAEL DAVITT (Mayo, 
S.): I beg to ask the Secretary of State 
for India (1) can he state how many 
arrests of British subjects have been 
made in India recently, under the law 
of lettre de cachet; (2) whether the 
persons thus arrested are to be im- 
prisoned indefinitely without trial ; (3) 
whether this system of punishment for 
alleged political offences is a proceeding 
sanctioned by any canon of English 
law ; and, if so, will he state what such 
law is; and (4) whether any British 
subject so arrested and imprisoned in 
India has the right of trial before any 


Mr. CURZON: The hon. Member | court of India, or any right of appeal to 
tries to establish a parity of position | any tribunal in England ? 


no Christian troops in the island. 
Mr. DILLON: Then I understand 


that the English Admirals are on the| 


Turkish side. [Nationalist cheers. | 


between the Turks and the Christians. | 
No such parity exists, because there are 


} 
| 


Mr. DILLON: TI beg to ask the} 


Tue SECRETARY or STATE ror 
INDIA (Lord Gerorce Hamirton, 


| Middlesex, Ealing): In reply to Question 


No. 1, two persons have been arrested 
recently under the Bombay Regulation 
XXYV. of 1827. As to Question No. 2, 
I cannot say what may be the intentions 


Under Secretary of State for Foreign | now or hereafter of the Indian Govern- 
Affairs whether the Admirals intend to| ment; and in regard to Question No. 3, 


allow Djevad Pasha to remain in Crete ? 
Mr. CURZON : The Admirals have 
no ground for objecting to the discharge 
by Djevad Pasha of the duties of the 
post to which he has been appointed. 


LETTER DELIVERY (IRELAND). 

Mr. PATRICK O'BRIEN ; I beg to 
ask the Secretary to the Treasury, as 
representing the Postmaster General, 
when it is proposed to begin the universal 
delivery of letters in the rural districts 
of Ireland, promised by the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer in his Budget Speech ? 

Mr. HANBURY: The Surveyor’s 
proposals for extending the delivery of 
letters throughout the United Kingdom, 
in accordance with the promise of the 
Budget Speech, are being received, and 
the proposals, after examination, will be 





the hon. Gentleman can consult the 
regulations and form his own conclusions. 
As to Question No. 4 there is no appeal. 

Mr. MACNEILL asked whether 
persons in India arrested under Regula- 
tion XXV. could be kept in prison 
without trial indefinitely ? 

Lorp GEORGE HAMILTON : The 
Indian Government have power to detain 
such persons in prison as long as they 
think necessary. 

Mr. DAVITT asked the noble Lord 
whether his sanction had been obtained 
for these arrests before they were made ? 

Lorp GEORGE HAMILTON : Yes. 


PALMYRA ISLAND. 
Mr. DAVITT: I beg to ask the 
Under Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs whether the Palmyra Islet has 
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recently been occupied as a British 
possession ; and, if so, was such occu- 
pation carried out by orders from the 
Foreign Office ; and whether the occupa- 
tian of this islet is to be temporary or 
permanent in its character; if per- 
manent, whether any communication to 
that effect will be addressed to the 
Government of the Hawaiian Republic 
or to any other Power ? 

Mr. CURZON: A British Protec- 
torate was declared over the unoccupied 
island of Palmyra in 1889. The occupa- 
tion will be maintained, but has not 
required any communication either to 
other Powers or to Hawaii, with whom 
the island has no present connection. 


TELEGRAMS (PORTERAGE). 

Mr. P. C. DOOGAN (Tyrone, E): I 
beg to ask the Secretary to the Treasury 
if he is aware that under the old regula- 
tions the porterage charge for conveying 
a telegram from Lisbellaw Post Office to 
Point House was only ls. 4d. ; whether 
under the new rules Point House would 
be entitled to a free delivery, this charge 
having been fixed on a distance not ex- 
ceeding three miles; whether he is 
aware that the Post Office authorities 
now claim ls. 3d., stating that the 
distance is five miles; whether he can 
explain if the distance is five miles that 
2s, 6d. instead of 1s. 4d. was not charged 
under the former scheme ; and if he will 
take steps to have the true distance 
ascertained by actual measurement ! 

Mr. HANBURY: The Postmaster 
General is not aware of the circumstances 
mentioned in the Question. He will, 
however, be happy to have inquiry made 
on the subject, and will communicate 
with the hon. Member. 


GENERAL POST OFFICE (LONDON). 

Mr. J. LOWLES (Shoreditch, Hagger- 
ston): I beg to ask the Secretary to the 
Treasury, as representing the Postmaster 
General, whether Dr. Corfield’s Report 
on Post Office Establishments will be 
laid upon the Table of the House before 
its Adjournment ? 

Mr. HANBURY: Dr. Corfield’s Re- 
port on the sanitary condition of the 
General Post Office East (not on Post 
Office Establishments) was made at the 
request of Lord Tweedmouth’s Com- 
mittee and by desire of the Postmaster 


Mr. Davitt. 
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General to enable him to determine whe- 
ther that Office did or did not afford 
sanitary accommodation for the large 
staff employed in it. In accordance with 
Dr. Corfield’s recommendations, steps are 
being taken to remove a large portion of 
the work to another building with a 
view to the reconstruction—so soon as 
circumstances will permit—of the entire 
building. Every effort is being made to 
do this with as little delay as possible ; 
and in the meanwhile the Postmaster 
General is of opinion that it is not neces- 
sary—as it would certainly be unusual— 
to lay the Report itself on the Table of 
the House. 


SCHOOL ASSOCIATIONS. 

*Mr. F. A. CHANNING (Northampton, 
E.): On behalf of the hon. Member for 
the Eye Division of Suffolk (Mr. F. 8. 
StrEveNson), I beg to ask the Vice Presi- 
dent of the Committee of Council on 
Education whether the Department will 
allow their share of the special grant to 
schools, whose managers object to their 
joining associations in the formation of 
which they were not consulted, as un- 
associated schools? 

Sir J. GORST: The objections of 
managers to joining associations will in 
each case be considered on their own 


merits. No general rule can be laid 
down. 
FACTORY INSPECTOR’S REPORT. 


Mr. MICHAEL AUSTIN (Limerick, 
W.): I beg to ask the Secretary of State 
for the Home Department, when the 
Report of the Chief Inspector of 
Factories will be circulated ? 

Sir MATTHEW WHITE RIDLEY : 
I have already explained that this 
Report has been delayed unavoidably, 
owing to the fact that it now has to 
include returns collected under the Act 
of 1895. The Chief Inspector informs 
me that he will complete the report 
next week, but I fear it may be some 
weeks before it can be circulated. 


HOLYWOOD MILITARY BARRACKS. 

Mr. AUSTIN: I beg to ask the 
Financial Secretary to the War Office 
what steps have been taken in connec- 
tion with the complaint made by the 
operative painters of Belfast against the 
contractors of the new Military barracks 
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at Holywood in not complying with the | 
Fair Wage Resolution of this House? | 

*Taz FINANCIAL SECRETARY | 
to THE WAR OFFICE (Mr. Powe t- | 
Wituiams, Birmingham, 8.): The con-. 
tractors have denied the allegations 
made against them; and the person 
who complained has been invited to 
furnish his evidence. He has not yet 
done so. 

Mr. AUSTIN asked whether, when 
the letter was sent to the War Office, 
any inquiry was made into the matter 
by Mr. Major ? 

*Mr. POWELL-WILLIAMS: On the 
letter reaching the War Office the usual 
course was taken and the letter was | 
forwarded to Mr. Major. 


| 


PUBLICANS’ LICENCES (PAISLEY). 

Sir WILFRID LAWSON (Cumber- 
land, Cockermouth): I beg to ask the 
Secretary to the Treasury (1) whether 
the Excise authorities have granted a new 
licence for a public house at 3, George 
Street, Paisley, without giving an oppor- 
tunity for the hearing of objections ; and 
(2) whether a renewal of the licences to 
the ‘* Globe ” and the “ County ” having 
been refused by the Special Sessions of 
the Licensing Court, and the refusal up- 
held on appeal, for what reason the 
Excise authorities have since granted 
licences to these two hotels ? 

Mr. HANBURY: The facts of the 
case mentioned in the first part of the 
hon. Member’s question are as follows :— 
The publican referred to in the first 
paragraph had for more than eight years 
held a licence at 18, High Street, Paisley. 
In March last he applied to the Licensing 
Magistrates for a renewal of his Publican’s 
Certificate, which was granted. In| 
April, the owner of the premises, who | 
had acquired them towards the end of | 
last year, gave him notice to quit with 
the intention of pulling down the house. | 
The publican then removed to 3, George | 
Street, but by that time it was too late | 
to apply for a certificate for his new pre- | 
mises. He thereupon petitioned the 
Board of Inland Revenue to permit him 
to carry on the sale of exciseable liquors, 
until the next licensing Court in October, 
pointing out the great loss and damage 
which he would otherwise sustain. This 
petition came before the Magistrates, 
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who concurred in his request, recom” 
mending the Board to allow the sale to 
go on, and undertaking to grant a 
certificate for the premises at the next 
licensing Court. In these circumstances 


‘the Board consented to instruct their 


officers not to interfere with the sale of 
liquor on these premises until the next 
licensing sittings. In the two other 
cases mentioned the action of the Board 
has been the same, although the circum- 
stances are somewhat different. In each 


|case a seven-day Hotel licence was held, 


and at the last licensing Court application 
was made, in the ordinary way, for 
renewal. The applications were refused, 
and the refusal was confirmed on appeal ; 
the Magistrates intimated that they 


| would have no objection to grant a six- 


day licence, if application were made, 
but by the time the case was decided it 
was too late to make application, and the 
matter cannot formally come before the 
Magistrates till their next licensing Court 
in October. On the petition of the hotel 
keepers, supported by the unanimous 
and pressing recommendation of the 
Magistrates, who undertook to grant the 
licences at the next licensing Court, the 
Board have instructed their officers not 
to interfere with the sale of liquor under 
the conditions of a six-day licence on 
these premises till the Magistrates next 
sit as a licensing Court. 


MALAKAND (FIGHTING AT). 

Mr. WEIR: I beg to ask the Under 
Secretary of State for War if he will 
state what rifles are used by the British 
troops in the fighting at Malakand ; and 
have the troops any Maxim guns ; and, 
if so, can he state whether they are 
water jacketed, and fitted with the new 
automatic supply cistern ? 

Lorp GEORGE HAMILTON : No 
British troops were engaged at Mala- 
kand. The native troops have Martini- 
Henry rifles. There are two Maxim 
guns, which are water-jacketed. I have 
no knowledge of the automatic supply 
cistern. 


MINES REGULATION ACT, 1886. 
Mr. PHILIP STANHOPE(Burnley): 
I beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
the Home Department whether he has 
now had the opportunity of considering 
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the representations made to him on be-| application. The proprietress then 
half of the Burnley miners, in favour of | petitioned the magistrates to sanction 
the withdrawal of the exemption now ‘the sale of liquor on the premises under 
existing in regard to them from the! the conditions of a six- -day licence until 
operation of the check- weighing clauses their statutory sitting for the granting 
of the Mines Regulation Act 1886 ; and | of licences in October, and the rragis- 
whether he is now in a position to make trates who heard the petition unanimously 
a statement on the subject ? |endorsed it. Under these circumstances 

Sir MATTHEW WHITE RIDLEY : | the Board of Inland Revenue consented 
I have made inquiries in this matter, | to instruct their officers not to interfere 
but I do not think, as matters now | with the sale of liquor by the petitioner 
stand, that the party who desire the|on these premises until the statutory 
withdrawal of the exemption have made | sitting in October at which the magis- 


out a case which would justify me in| 
altering the existing arrangements. I! 
am not even satisfied that a majority of 


the miners affected by the exemption | 


desire the change. 


PUBLIC HOUSES ACTS AMENDMENT 
(SCOTLAND) ACT. 

Mr. JOHN WILSON (Lanark, | 
Govan): I beg to ask the Secretary to 
the Treasury whether, in view of the 
provisions of The Public Houses Acts 
Amendment (Scotland) Act 1862, and 
especially Section 5 of that Act, it is law- 
ful for the Excise authorities to grant a 
permit under which a person who does 
not hold any certificate in terms of that 
Act may sell exciseable liquors ; whether 
his attention has been called to the case 
known as Steel’s Hotel Licence, in 


Glasgow, renewal of which was refused | 
in | 
April last, and the appeal against that | 
refusal was dismissed by the Quarter | 
whether a recom- | 
mendation from some of the magistrates | 


at the Magistrates’ Annual Court 


Sessions in May last ; 


has since been received by the Excise 
authorities ; if so, what was done with 


it ; and, what steps he proposes to take | 


in the matter ? 

Mr. HANBURY: Under the Act 
quoted by the hon. Member the Inland 
Revenue have no power to issue a licence 


for the sale of exciseable liquors by retail | 
to any person who shall not produce a| 
magistrates’ certificate granted under the | 


Act. In the case to which the hon. 
Member refers application was made to 
the magistrates by the proprietress of the 
hotel in the usual way for renewal of her | 
seven-day licence. The magistrates | 
refused to grant the licence, and, though | 
it was understood that they would have 
no objection to grant a six-day licence, it | 


| trates can consider the application for a 
six-day licence. 
| 

SCOTCH MAIL SERVICE. 
Mr. E. B. BAILLIE (Inverness) : 
iI beg to ask the Secretary to the 
| Treasury, as representing the Post- 
|master General, when the Committee 
| appointe d to inquire into the mail service 
in the Western Highlands and Islands of 
Scotland are like ly" to report ? 

Mr. HANBURY: The Committee to 
|consider the future arrangements for 
| certain steamer services on the West and 
North Coasts of Scotland, which is no 
doubt the Committee to which the hon. 
Member refers, has only recently been 
appointed, and it cannot at present be 
|stated over how long a time the neces- 
sary inquiries will extend or when the 
report will be made. 


SOUTH KENSINGTON MUSEUM. 

Sir FRANCIS POWELL (Wigan): 
I beg to ask the Secretary to the 
Treasury what steps the Government 
propese to take with reference to the 
recommendations of the Select Committee 
on Museums for securing the buildings 


at South Kensington against danger 
from fire ? 

| Mr. HANBURY: This Question is 
‘rather for my right hon. Friend the 


First Commissioner of Works than for 
me, but I may say that the additional 
Estimate which was presented and circu- 
lated some days ago provides for an 
immediate expenditure of £5,000 upon 
Te moving the more dangerous buildings 
on the east side of Exhibition Road, 
| including the ‘ boilers’’ and the electric 
lighting plant, displacing the occupants 
lof the official residences, and reconstruct- 
ing the entrance to the southern galleries 


was then too late to make the ey on : the west side of Exhibition Road. 
Mr. Philip Stanhope. 
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IRISH LAND ACTS 
(ROYAL COMMISSION). 

Mr. PATRICK O'BRIEN: I beg 
to ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland, in reference to 
the Lands Act Inquiry Commission, 
whether, under the terms of reference, 
the tenant farmers will be afforded 
facilities to have representative tenant 
farmers from the different districts in 
Ireland examined on their behalf to give 
evidence as to the fixing of fair rents by 
the Land Commissioners and County 
Court Judges, and the fixing of the value 
of the tenant’s interest in a_ holding, 
wherein the landlord exercises the right 
of pre-emption ; and when, and where, 
the sittings of the Land Acts Inquiry 
Commission will be held ? 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: The pro- 
cedure of the Royal Commission, as well 
as the time and place of their sittings, 
will be settled by the Commissioners 
themselves. I will bring the Question of 
the hon. Member under the notice of the 
Secretary to the Commission. 


SCHOOL BOARD LOANS. 

Mr. J. HOWARD (Middlesex, 
Tottenham) : I beg to ask the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer whether Her Majesty’s 
Treasury will authorise the Public Works 
Loan Commissioners to receive back, 
without demanding a high premium, 
moneys which were formerly borrowed 
when the rates of interest were 
abnormally high, in order that School 
Boards and other public bodies may 
re-borrow from the same authority at 
the current rates fixed by the Com- 
missioners, or in the open market, upon 
very much lower terms than those upon 


which the moneys were originally 
borrowed ? 

Tne CHANCELLOR or tHe EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir Micuart Hicks 
Beacn, Bristol, W.): Every loan 


amounting to £100 outstanding repre- 
sents the asset of £100 Local Loans stock, 
which has been borrowed for the purpose 
of making the loan. But £100 would 
barely cancel £90 of that stock at its 
present price. It is evident, therefore, 
that such a proposal as the question 
suggests would endanger the solvency 
of the capital account of the fund to the 
loss of the general taxpayer. Similarly, 


the solvency of the income account 
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would be endangered by the simultaneous 
repaymentof millions, evenif they were all 
lent out again, for that would mean a loss 
of about } per cent. on loans amounting 
to about 14 millions, which represent the 
loans to School Boards outstanding. A 
request that in the present state of the 
money market loans should be received 
back at par before they are due is one 
that would certainly not be entertained 
by other lending bodies. 


Elections (Lewis). 


DOG MUZZLING. 


Mr. G. LAMBERT (Devon, South 
Molton): I beg to ask the President of 
the Board of Agriculture (1) whether, 
by the Devonshire (Muzzling of Dogs) 
Order, all dogs with the exception of 
sporting dogs in charge of competent 
persons are required to be muzzled; 
(2) whether he is aware that a large 
number of dogs are used by farmers and 
cattlemen in Devonshire for the purposes 
of their business ; and (5) whether he 
will extend the same exemptions to 
dogs under the charge of competent 
persons used for business purposes, as 
the Board of Agriculture extends to 
dogs used for sport? 

THe PRESIDENT or tHe BOARD 
or AGRICULTURE (Mr. Watrer 
Lone, Liverpool, West Derby): The 
reply to the first two Questions of 
the hon. Member is in the affirmative. 
With regard to the third Question, the 
matter has already been carefully con- 
sidered, and for reasons I have already 
given, I regret I am unable to adopt the 
suggestion. 


SCHOOL BOARD ELECTIONS (LEWIS). 
Mr. WEIR: I beg to ask the Lord 


Advocate, as representing the Secretary 
for Scotland, with reference to the fact 
that tenants whose rents do not exceed 
£4 per annum are not entitled to vote 
at School Board elections, whether he is 
aware that in the Island of Lewis, out 
of 3,160 crofters who are entitled to 
vote in county and parish council 
elections, as many as 3,060 are dis- 
qualified to vote at School Board elections 
by reason of their rents being less than 
£4; and, will he state whether a Bill 
will be introduced next Session to extend 
the franchise for School Board elections, 
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*THeE LORD ADVOCATE (Mr. 
GraHaM Morray, Buteshire) : In March 
1896, the hon. Member asked a similar 
Question, based upon the same figures, 
which he was then informed were not 
supported by the statistics supplied to 
the Education Department. I have no 
reason to think that these figures are 
now more correct than they were in 1896. 
The subject will receive consideration, 
but Iam unable to pledge the Govern- 
ment as to the course which will be 
pursued. 


METROPOLITAN POLICE. 

Mr. WEIR: I beg to ask the Secre- 
tary of State for the Home Department 
if he is able to state when the 8 Divi- 
sion of the Metropolitan Police will be 
supplied with the new loose serge jacket. 

Sir MATTHEW WHITE RIDLEY : 
Two-thirds of the number required for 
this Division were supplied on the 19th 
July, and the remainder will be 
delivered to-morrow and on Wednesday. 
I hope that every man in the Metropolis 
will be fitted with the serge tunic within 
a week. 


GREENWICH HOSPITAL PENSION 
FUND. 


Sir EDWARD GOURLEY (Sunder- 
land) ca beg to ask the Civil Lord of the 
Admiralty whether any, and, if 
what number of seamen who have 
served 10 years in the Naval Reserve 
are in recipt of the benefits of the 
Greenwich Hospital Pension Fund, as 
per Rule 99 of the Admiralty conditions, 
and which when men enrol are offered 
as an inducement to join the service. 

THe CIVIL LORD oF tHE 
ADMIRALTY (Mr. Austen Cuamper- 
LAIN, Worcestershire, E.): The Rule 99 


So, 


referred to by the hon. Member was | 


published in 1861, and dealt with the 
admission of men as inmates of Green- 
wich Hospital. In consequence of the 
Greenwich Hospital Act of 1869 
the hospital was closed and no men 
from the Navy or Reserve have since 
been admitted. 


RABIES (DEVONSHIRE). 

Mr. SEALE-HAYNE (Devon, Ash- 
burton): I beg to ask the President of 
the Board of Agriculture (1) how many 
cases of rabies have been reported in 
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Devonshire during the past 12 months; 
and (2) whether farmers’ dogs employed 
in driving sheep and cattle, and fisher- 
men’s dogs employed in carrying ropes 
to and from their masters’ boats, may be 
accorded the same exemption from the 
muzzle as dogs employed in sport ? 

Mr. LONG: Twocases of undoubted 
rabies have occured in Devonshire during 
thatcurrent year. One caseoccurred on the 
29th June, and another on the 7th July, 
whilst a third dog was destroyed in June 
under very suspicious circumstances. In 
;connection with the latter case another 
dog from the same premises, after dis- 
playing similar symptoms, disappeared. 
In reply to the hon. Member for South 
Molton I have stated that I am unable 
to adopt the suggestion contained in the 
second paragraph of the Question. 


BRITISH TROOPS IN INDIA (HEALTH). 

Mr. JAMES STUART: I beg to ask 
the Secretary of State for India whether 
he will lay upon the Table of the House 
the text of the memorial recently pre- 
sented to him, signed by upwards of 
60,000 women, and by branches of the 
British Women’s Temperance Association, 
expressing their objections to any inter- 
vention of tle State for the regulation 
of immorality. The hon. Member also 
asked the Secretary of State for India 
whether he has received a memorial from 
the British Committee of the Federation 
for the abolition of State Regulation of 
Vice, praying him not to sanction the 
new cantonment regulations proposed by 
the Government of India, and protesting 





against the repeal of the Cantonment 
Act Amendment Act of 1895; whether 
| he will forward that protest to the proper 
| authority in India; and, whether he 
will lay upon the Table of the House 
the text of the memorial ? 

Lorp GEORGE HAMILTON : T have 
no objection to laying the text of the 
memorials from the British Women’s 
Temperance Association and the British 
Committee of the Federation for the 
abolition of State Regulation of Vice on 
the Table of the House if the hon. Mem- 
ber will move for them ; and I propose 
to forward the memorials for the infor 
mation of the Government of India, 














105 German and Belgian 


SUPERANNUATION. 

Lorp HUGH CECIL (Greenwich) : 
I beg to ask the Financial Secretary to 
the War Office whether the Secretary 
of State will announce his decision on 
the question of superannuation before 
the Prorogation ; whether the Report of 
the Departmental Committee on the 
same subject will be presented to Par- 
liament ; and, whether an answer will be 
given to the memorial presented two 
years ago ? 

Mr. POWELL-WILLIAMS: I have 
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promised my hon. and gallant Friend | 
the Member for the Epping Division to 
give the applicants an opportunity of | 
personally representing their case before | 
any recommendation is made to the) 
Secretary of State, and this may somewhat | 
delay the decision. The Report of the | 
Departmental Committee will not be} 
presented to Parliament. The decision | 
will cover all applications on the subject 
which have been received. 





| 
| 

ROYAL RESIDENCE IN IRELAND. 

Mr. D. H. COGHILL (Stoke-upon-| 
Trent) : I beg to ask the First Lord of | 
the Treasury whether he has had his| 
attention called to the correspondence | 
that has recently taken place in the press | 
with regard to a Royal Residence in| 
Treland ; and, whether he will, during | 
the Recess, consider the advisability of 
next Session abolishing the office of 
Viceroy of Ireland, of substituting in its | 
place a Secretaryship of State for| 
Treland, and of establishing a Royal | 
Residence in that country on a fitting | 
and substantial scale ? 

THe FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
SURY (Mr. A. J. Batrour, Manchester, 
E.): I have never made any secret of my 
own doubts as to whether the existing | 
system of governing Ireland by the Lord 
Lieutenancy is the best that could be 
devised, but I cannot promise my hon. 
Friend legislation on the subject for next 
year. No change can take place with- | 
out legislation, and it will be impossible 
to promise any such legislation having 
regard to the pledges we have already 
given as to the expenditure of public 
time in the forthcoming Session of Parlia- 
ment. 

Mr. DAVITT: Is the right hon. 
Gentleman aware that Nationalist feeling 
in Ireland is strongly opposed to the 
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idea of a Royal Residence in that 
country ? 

Tue FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
SURY: No, I am not aware of that. 
[Ministerial cheers. 

Mr. PATRICK O’BRIEN: Will 
the right hon. Gentleman allow the 
Question to stand over till next General 
Election when we will soon show— 


*Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order ! 


Commercial Treaties. 


HIGHLANDS AND ISLANDS 
(ROYAL COMMISSION). 

Mr. WEIR: I beg to ask the First 
Lord of the Treasury whether he is aware 
that the Report of the Royal Commission 
on the Highlands and Islands 1892, 
shows that 1,782,785 acres of land are 
available in the six crofting counties for 
new holdings, extension of existing hold- 
ings, and the creation of small farms ; 
and, seeing that these lands are now 
largely used as deer forests, will he state 
whether a Bill will be introduced next 
Session for the purpose of giving the 
Highland crofters and cottars access to 
these lands at fair rents for agricultural 
and grazing purposes ! 

Tae FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
SURY: Iam afraid I must repeat my 
last answer, that I cannot give any pledge 
in regard to legislation for next Session. 


GERMAN AND BELGIAN COMMERCIAL 
TREATIES (DENUNCIATION). 

Srrk EDWARD GOURLEY: I beg 
to ask the First Lord of the Treasury 
whether the Government have denounced 
the Treaty of Commerce of 30th May 
1865, between the German Customs 
Union and the United Kingdom of Great 
Britain and Ireland ; if so, will he state 
whether this denunciation will apply to 
all supplementary agreements regulating 
its extension to the various German 
States which subsequently joined the 
Customs Union, and also to Alsace- 
Lorraine; and will this denunciation 
enable the Government of the German 
Customs Union to impose duties upon 
shipping now extensively built and sold 
in this country to German owners, and 
which are admitted duty free ? 

Mr. LAMBERT asked how it was 
that the publication of this Treaty had 
appeared in the German papers and had 
not been officially published in the 
British papers. 
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SURY: I am not aware whether the 
statements embodied in the last Question 
are well founded or not. It is the fact 
that Her Majesty’s Government have 
given notice for the determination of the 
Treaty in question, which, together with 
all supplementary agreements extending 
to the various German States, will cease 
to be in force on July 30, 1898. Her 
Majesty’s Government have intimated to 
the German Government their desire to 
negotiate a new Commercial Treaty with 
Germany, and until these negotiations 
have made some advance it would be 
premature to express any opinion as to 
the effect which the determination of the 
Treaty of 1865 will have as regards the 
Customs Union in Germany. [* Hear, 
hear ! ”] 

GenerAL LAURIE: 
intimation been given 
Government ? 

Tue FIRST LORD or tne TREA- 
SURY : Yes, Sir; I believe it has. 


Has a similar 
to the Belgian 


CHAKDARA GARRISON (INDIA). 

CotoneL LOCKWOOD (Essex, 
Epping) asked the Secretary of State for 
India whether he had any news to 
communicate to the House as to the 
garrison at Chakdara ? 

Lorp GEORGE HAMILTON : I 
have two telegrams. The first from the 
Viceroy at Simla, received at the India 
Office, August 2, 11.47 a.m., as 
follows :— 


is 


“ Malakand.—In continuation of my telegram 
in the Military Department, dated yesterday, 
Cavalry reconnaissance with flanking infantry 
support met with strong opposition, and was 
forced to retire. Casualities—Captain G. M. 
Baldwin, the Corps of Guides, wounded severely ; 
Lieut. C. V. Keyes, the Corps of Guides, wounded 
slightly. Native ranks—the Corps of Guides, 
11th Bengal Lancers, 12 wounded, three danger- 
ously. Enemy following up attacked north side 
of camp. General Blood having arrived and 
assumed command wires this morning, columns 
under Meiklejohn and Goldney advanced at dawn 
and attacked enemy on made road and on hills. 
Attacks brilliantly executed, and, so far as could 
be seen from Malakand, completely successful. 
Officers previously wounded doing well, except 
Lamb and Costello doing fairly.’’ 


[Cheers.] I have a further telegram in 
these 
garrison safe.” 


terms :—‘ Chakdara 
[ Cheers. | 


relieved ; 


{COMMONS} 
Tue FIRST LORD or tHe TREA-, 
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BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE. 

*Sir CHARLES DILKE (Gloucester, 
Forest of Dean) asked what business it 
was proposed to take to-night after 
Supply ? 

Mr. DILLON asked what was proposed 
to be done with the Constabulary (Ire- 
land) Bill? 

Tue FIRST LORD or tue TREA- 
SURY said that as to Supply there re- 
mained the Report of Supply of the 
Votes which would be taken that even- 
ing, and it probably would have as great, 
if not a greater, claim to consideration 
than the Reports standing on the Paper. 
The House would remember that last year 
it was found possible to give precedence 
to Reports of Supply by postponing with 
consent the Votes which it was not de 
sired to discuss, so as to leave room for 
the Votes which it was desired to dis- 
cuss; and the Government were pre- 
pared to adopt such a plan this year in 
order to meet the general wish of the 
House. As to the Bills on the Paper, he 
was informed by the Chief Secretary that 
the Constabulary (Ireland) Bill was 
purely a Departmental Measure referring 
to Belfast only. He did not ask the hon, 
Member to take it from him that the 
Measure was non-contentious, but he 
thought that the hon. Member, on look- 
ing at its provisions, would find that it 
Was so. 

Mr. DILLON: We cannot get the 
Bill. It is not available, and it is hard 
to ask us in these circumstances to deal 
with it. 

Tue FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
SURY thought that the hon. Member 
would find that it was now printed, but 
if the hon. Member raised any objection 
he should feel that it would have great 
weight. But when the Order came on, 
he thought that the hon. Member would 
have an opportunity of convincing him- 
self that it was practically non-conten- 
tious. With regard to the remaining 
Orders on the Paper, to his very great 
regret he believed it to be impossible to 
take the London University Commission 
Bill in the course of the present Session. 
He felt to the full the objections as to 
leaving over for another year the settle 
ment of a question in which a large num- 
ber of independent educational bodies 
were concerned, and on which, speaking 
broadly, they had come to an agreement. 
But he recognised at the same time that 
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there was serious opposition taken to it 
in its present shape, and the Government 
could not face the expenditure of time 
necessary to deal with the Measure in 
the present Session. The Government 
must therefore postpone the Bill. He 
earnestly hoped that next year, at all 
events, the Government would be in a 
position to settle this long standing and 
perplexing controversy. [Cheers.] With 
regard to the Land Transfer Bill, he was 
given to understand that the main part 
of the opposition to this Measure came 
from Yorkshiremen, or Members repre- 
senting Yorkshire constituencies ; hut he 
was also informed by those who were able 
to give an authoritative expression of 
opinion on the subject, that there was no 
interference under this Bill with the 
existing Yorkshire system, and he be- 
lieved that it was recognised in York- 
shire that they were anxious there for 
the passing of the Bill. Ifthe Bill could 
get through without any serious expendi- 
ture of time, he still hoped they might 
be able to pass it. There could not, how- 
ever, be any serious expenditure of time 
—it was absolutely impossible at the 
present period of the Session—and if 
time was required for the Bill he could 
hold out no hopes that the Government 
would be able to proceed with it, though 
he had some grounds to hope that the 
opposition to it might melt away. 

Mr. J. BRIGG (Yorkshire, Keighley) : 
Will it come on to-night? 

Tue FIRST LORD or tue TREA- 
SURY: I should like to bring it on to- 
night if we can. Iam not competent to 
speak as to the details, but I understand 
that full security can be given to every 
Yorkshire interest. There remain cnly 
the Supreme Court of Judicature (Ire- 
land) Bill and the Merchant Shipping 
(Exemption from Pilotage) Bill. I hope 
we shall be able to make progress with 
the Irish Judicature Bill in order that it 
should go as soon as possible to another 
place. The Merchant Shipping Bill 
comes from the Lords. I believe it is a 
non-controversial Measure, which it is 
rather important to pass from a diplo- 
matic and international point of view. 

Mr. AUGUSTUS HELDER (White- 
haven) indicated that there were certain 
clauses in the Land Transfer Bill to which 
Yorkshire objected. 

Tae FIRST LORD or tue TREA- 
SURY: Iam not competent to deal with 


Water Famine 


{2 Auaust 1897} 





(East of London). 110 


the details of the Bill, but I will take note 
of my hon. Friend’s point. 

Coronet, LOCKWOOD (Essex, Epping) 
asked as to the outstanding Votes in 
Supply. 

Tue FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
SURY said that there were 33 Votes in 
Supply, representing about £2,000,000, 
still to be taken. This was practically 
identical with the condition of Supply at 
a similar date last year. The number of 
Votes then was 30, and the amount about 
£1,800,000. The difference was more 
than accounted for by the number of 
Supplementary Estimates taken this 
year, and which had not to be taken last 
year. The Government had not been 
so successful with Irish Supply as he had 
hoped, but he trusted that there would 
be some opportunity that evening to 
debate some of the outstanding Irish 
Votes, 


WATER FAMINE (EAST OF LONDON). 
Mr. BIGWOOD (Middlesex, Brentford) 
asked the Secretary to the Local Govern- 
ment Board whether his attention had 
been called to a letter in The Times 
from the Vicar of St. Jude’s, Whitechapel, 
giving details of the water famine in the 
East-end of London, and whether an 
assurance of the Department would be 
given that the best endeavour would be 
made to minimise as far as possible the 
sufferings of these unfortunate people. 
[Cheers. | 
*Tne SECRETARY to tue LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT BOARD (Mr. T. W. 
Russgtt, Tyrone, 8.) said that up to 
the hour when the House met no com- 
plaints had reached the Department as 
to the insufficiency of the water supply, 
but on reading the letter in Zhe Times 
he dispatched General Scott to the loca- 
lity. It was found that, being Bank 
Holiday, none of the responsible officials 
were at the company’s offices. There 
had, however, been a serious burst in one 
of the mains. He dispatched General 
Scott later to the various blocks of build- 
ings referred to in the Vicar of St. Jude’s 
letter, and was now waiting his return 
ond the report. 

Lorp HUGH CECIL asked whether 
the Government would consider the pro- 
priety of moving an Amendment in the 
Water Companies Bill in another place 
with the view of altering the date for the 
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Bill to come into force? At present the 
date was November 1, but he thought its 
provisions might be made to apply to 
any water famine during the present 
summer. 

Tue PRESIDENT or tuz LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT BOARD (Mr. Cuapuin, 
Lincolnshire, Sleaford) said that he had 
considered this point since he had re- 
ceived information with reference to the 
water supply, and if it was possible to 
do so he would take steps in the direction 
indicated. [‘ Hear, hear!” 





RIVER BRENT. | 
Mr. BIGWOOD asked whether any | 
steps were being taken by the Local Gov- | 
ernment Board to assist the Middlesex | 
County Council in their endeavour to} 
remedy the state of things existing in the | 
River Brent? 
Mr. CHAPLIN said that on Friday last 


he stated that he had ordered an Inspec- | 


tor to go down and immediately report | 
on the state of the Brent. On Saturday | 
morning he received the Report. By 
arrangement with the officials he had an 
interview with the Chairman of the Mid- 
dlesex County Council, and the same 
afternoon he dispatched to him what, 
according to the views put before him, 
were the instructions necessary to evable 
him to take immediate steps for the puri- 
fication of the river Brent. 


SALE OF FOOD AND DRUGS BILL. 


Mr. CHAPLIN, in asking leave to in- 
troduce a Bill to amend the Acts relating 
to the sale of food and drugs, said it was 
unusual to do so at this late period of the 
Session. [/ronical cheers.| There was, 
however, no intention whatever of pro- 
ceeding with it. [Jronical laughter.) 
It was merely brought forward in fulfil- 
ment of a pledge given earlier in the 
Session. [Zronical laughter and cheers. | 
The object of the Bill was to give effect 
to recommendations which were made by 
the Committee which sat on the question 
of food and drugs; and his object in in- 
trcducing the Bill now was in order that 
during the recess they might be able to 
ascertain the general drift of opinion with 
regard to the Question. [Jronical 
cheers. | 


{COMMONS} 





Lord Hugh Cecil. 
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Bill brought in, amid ironical Opposi- 
tion cheers, by Mr. Chaplin; presented, 
and Read the First time; to be Read a 


Second time upon Thursday, and to be 
printed.—]Bill 339.] 


ORDERS OF 


SUPPLY. 
[TWENTY-SECOND ALLOTTED DAY. | 


THE DAY. 


Considered in Conimittee. 


[The Cuarrman of Ways and Mzans, Mr. 
J. W. Lowruer, in the Chair. | 


CIVIL SERVICE ESTIMATES, 1897-8. 


Cuass TI. 


1, £27,373, to complete the sum for 
Civil Service Commission. 


*Sir C. DILKE said that the Commis- 
sioners were carrying on the examina- 
tions not only for the Civil Service but 
also for the Army and Navy. They con- 
ducted the entrance examinations for the 
Army and Navy as well as some other 
examinations. There had been com- 
plaints as to the inefficient knowledge of 
languages said to exist both in the Army 
and the N ‘avy, and some persons had 
found fault with the Commissioners on 
the ground that they were supposed to 
sympathise with the acquisition of the 
older branches of learning rather than 
with the acquisition of foreign tongues. 
He did not associate himself with these 
charges, because he did not know how far 
the Admiralty and the War Office were 
responsible for the examinations, and 
how far the Commissioners were respon- 
sible; but he believed, judging from 
experience at the Foreign Office, that 
the examinations were discussed between 
the departments concerned and the Civil 
Service Commissioners. The Navy was 
extremely deficient in officers acquainted 
with foreign languages, and considerable 
difficulty had been found in naval opera- 
tions when civil interpreters had to be 
called in. Major-General Tulloch, in a 
Paper read before the United Service 
Institution, had thus summarised the 
facts. He said that as regarded the 
Navy, the officers had what might be 
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called a schoolboy acquaintance part a be given to officers to acquire 
French; only a limited number had | foreign languages, and he could assure 
passed as interpreters in that language, | the right hon. Gentleman that the matter 
a few in Spanish, and there were only | received, and would continue to re- 
eight German interpreters and one Rus- | ceive, the full attention of the Admiralty, 
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sian. Now, considgring the number of | 
naval and marine officers in the Service, | 
that was a state of things that was most 
unsatisfactory—and in that observation 
he thought the Committee would be dis- 
posed to agree. He went on to say that 
the two languages, German and Russian, 
in which there were so few interpreters in 
our Navy, were surely above all others 
the most important now that the German 
and Russian Navies were rising so much 
in power, and it was humiliating to con- 
fess that although German and Russian 
were almost unknown to our officers, 
English was spoken by nearly all the 
officers in the German and Russian ser- 
vices. There was something to be said, 
of course, from this point of view—that 
English was the great maritime language 
of the world, and it was perhaps even 
more necessary that foreign naval offi- 
cers should be acquainted with the | 
English tongue than that British naval 
officers should be acquainted with foreign 
tongues. But if the First Lord of the 
Admiralty would turn his attention to | 
this matter, he thought he would be in- 
clined to admit that there was some room 
for improvement. [“ Hear, hear!” 

Tae FIRST LORD or tne ADMI-| 
RALTY (Mr. G. J. Goscuegn, St. George’s, | 
Hanover Square) said he was quite aware | 
of the importance of a knowledge of | 
foreign languages to the officers of the 
Navy. The Admiralty had gone very | 
carefully into the question as to how far 
the kmowledge of modern languages | 
ought to play a serious part in the exa- | 
minations for the Britannia. They had 
consulted the best authorities and had 
taken a great deal of trouble in this 
matter, and they had come to the con- 
clusion that it would not be advisable to 
give modern languages a high place in 
the examinations; that was to say, that 
knowledge of foreign languages should 
not enable the candidates to take a posi- 
tion to which their other qualifications 
would not entitle them. It was a ques- 
tion where to begin, and they were of 
opinion that they should rather try to 
encourage the study of these languages 
after the men had passed into the Navy. 
He quite agreed that every inducement 
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vaccination prosecutions ; 
'cases had been brought to the attention 


and that they would be very glad if to a 
larger extent the officers of the British 
Navy were acquainted with foreign lan- 
guages. [“ Hear, hear! ”] 


Vote agreed to. 


2. £121,659, to complete the sum for 
Local Government Board. 


*Mr. F. A. CHANNING (Northampton- 
shire, E.) wished to put a question to the 
President of the Local Government Board 
with regard to prosecutions under the 
Vaccination Acts. He understood that in 
answer to questions put during the Ses- 
sion, the President of the Local Govern- 
ment Board had assured the House that 
what was called the Evesham letter— 


‘in reference to repeated prosecutions— 
| had 


been sent to the Boards of 
Guardains whose action was brought 


before him. Since the issue of the Report 


of the Vaccination Commission it had be- 
come increasingly the custom on the part 
of many Boards of Guardians to deal 
in a lenient manner with the question of 
but several 


of the right hon. Gentleman and to the 
attention of hon. Members representing 
constituencies in which this question ex- 
cited much interest; and what he had 
to ask was that the Local Government 
Board would consider the advisability— 
in view of the emphatic declarations of 
the Royal Commission—of issuing a cir- 
cular giving stronger and more definite 
advice in the direction of the Evesham 
letter. Legislation on this question being 
in suspense, he thought they had a right 
to expect that the Local Government 
Board should take rather more decided 
action than was represented by merely 
sending out as a matter of form what was 
called the Evesham letter. The number 
of repeated prosecutions might be very 
small; but certainly some of the cases 
which had been brought before him were 
exceedingly hard and showed a relentless 
spirit entirely in conflict with the recom- 
mendations of the Commission in dealing 
with those who had _ conscientious 
scruples as to the vaccination of their 


E 
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children. He appealed to the right hon. 
Gentleman to issue a circular defining 
the duties of Boards of Guardians and 
making suggestions which would lead to 
the removal of the scandal of repeated 
prosecutions, which in cases were marked 
by great cruelty to individuals and great 
wrong-headedness on the part of the 
Guardians. 

Sir FRANCIS POWELL (Wigan) 
hoped the right hon. Gentleman would 
take some steps in this matter of vaccina- 
tion, whether in the direction suggested 
by the hon. Member or in another direc- 
tion he would not say. He wished to 
press on the right hon. Gentleman the 
importance of an earlier issue of the Re- 
port of his Department. There was no 
Departmental Report of greater value to 
the public, or that which was looked for- 
ward to with greater interest by those 
who took heed of the administration of 
the Public Health and of the Poor Laws. 
He had been much disappointed, how- 
ever, that greater dispatch was not ob- 
served in publishing. He was quite aware 
that great care was required in the pre- 
paration of the Report ; but he sometimes 
thought the gain to the public would be 
greater if more promptitude in publica- 
tion were secured, even at a little 
sacrifice of accuracy in minute details. 
He certainly thought the staff of 
the Local Government Board wanted 
strengthening, not in ability or in in- 
dustry, but in numbers. [“ Hear, hear! ”] 

*Mr. GEOFFREY DRAGE (Derby) 
called attention to the immense growth 
of vagrancy in the last eight or ten years. 
He found from the reports of the Local 
Government Board that since 1890 the 
mean daily number of vagrants had in- 
creased from 4,900 to 13,320. It ap- 
peared that the Casual Poor Act of 1882 
had failed. A deputation waited on the 
right hon. Gentleman’s predecessor in 
1895, and he informed them that as long 
as the Casual Poor Act was not put in 
force he could not grant any further in- 
quiry. He would ask the right hon. 
Gentleman whether his attention had 
been called to these reports and to the 
repeated complaints of the inspectors for 
the United Kingdom of the want of 
uniformity and continuity in the admin- 
istration of this branch of the Poor Law. 
It was stated by the inspectors in report 
after report that if continuity and unifor- 
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vagrants would be reduced. The mean 
daily number of vagrants was now larger 
than it had been at any time during the 
last 38 years; and in all rural districts 
the burden was seriously felt. The re- 
ports of the inspectors recommended 
fresh grouping of areas, classification, 
and separation of tramps from bond fide 
workers. In view of the great number of 
important questions to be considered in 
Supply that night he would not enter 
more fully into the question. He would 
content himself with calling the right 
hon. Gentleman’s attention to the sub- 
ject, and merely asking whether he was 
preparing to deal with it by fresh legisla- 
tion, or whether he was prepared to 
recommend the local authorities to be 
more active in putting the existing law 
in force? 

*Sir C. DILKE referred to a question 
which he had mentioned on former occa- 
sions, when he had the concurrence in 
what he said of the President of the 
Local Government Board, namely, the 
manner in which his patronage in the 
appointment of auditors ought to be 
exercised. He had ventured to point out 
the encrmous and increasing importance 
of the duties of the auditors, and the 
extent to which they had the trust and 
confidence, both of the local authorities 
and of the House of Commons. In what 
he had said the right hon. Gentleman 
had been good enough to express his 
agreement ; and he himself laid down two 
years ago the principles upon which he 
hoped to proceed in appointing auditors 
throughout his tenure of office. Of course 
this was a matter in which the usage of 
the Department had changed in recent 
years. There could be no doubt that 
some years ago there was a good deal of 
political pressure brought to bear upon 
the Department to obtain the appoint- 
ment of certain persons as auditors. Two 
earlier Presidents of the Board, Mr. 
Stansfeld and the present First Lord of 
the Admiralty, set an excellent example 
in standing out against that political pres- 
sure. He wished he could think that 
some of those who afterwards filled the 
office were as successful in resisting that 
pressure. He knew, when once any such 
political appointment had been made, 
how difficult it was to revert to a better 
system. He thought the right hon. Gen- 
tleman would agree with him that as far 


mity were introduced, the number of | as possible the auditors should be trained 
Mr. F. A. Channing. 
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to the service, and that the men who 
had proved themselves to be thoroughly 
competent in the smaller posts should be 
gradually appointed to the higher posts, 
because experience was of immense im- 
portance in connection with these very 
delicate and difficult functions. It was 
not, as the Committee knew, a mere 
financial audit, but it was an audit in 
which the auditor had in certain cases to 
advise the Board with regard to certain 
items which, though not strictly covered 
by statute, might nevertheless be items 
that ought properly to be allowed 
under the circumstances of the case. 
It had been suggested that some recent 
appointments had been appointments of 
gentlemen whose experience hardly justi- 
fied their selection. A gentleman ap- 
pointed in Surrey had only three or four 
months’ experience ; another, appointed 
as assistant auditor in the Metropolis, 
had only three months’ experience ; and 
a third, appointed in Cheshire, had only 
two months’ experience. 

Mr. CHAPLIN, replying first to the 
request that greater leniency should be | 
shown to people who disregarded the 
vaccination law, reminded hon. Members 
that the Committee on Vaccination re- 
ported last year. Immediately afterwards 
he found it necessary to make further 
inquiries from the officers of the Local 
Government Board with regard to the 
necessary production of lymph. The re- | 
port of the inspectors, who had made an 
exhaustive inquiry into the subject, had | 
only just been completed. From the | 
draft which he had seen he believed that | 
sooner or later there would be a complete | 
reform. of all the laws relating to vaccina- 
tion. The Inquiry appeared to show that | 
in future vaccination would be performed | 
in one of two ways, either directly from 
the calf, or by means of calf lymph pre- 
served in glycerine. The effects of this 
new method of preserving calf lymph 
were, he was told, very remarkable. He 
could not yet expres a final opinion, but 
probably the result of the latest re- 
searches would be to bring about a very 
considerable reform in the whole subject 
of vaccination. The amendments of the 
law which it might ultimately be desir- 
able to propose were now under con- | 
sideration. The question now was what | 
ought to be done in the meantime. Speak- 
ing generally, he sympathised with the 
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views of the hon. Member for East North- 
amptonshire, but the existing law must 
be observed, and he could not step be- 
yond the limits of his duties and recom- 
mend Boards of Guardians to disregard 
the law. His action, however, would be 
in consonance with the spirit of what was 
called the Evesham letter, in which it 
was pointed out that where repeated pro- 
secutions had been initiated for non- 
compliance with the law Boards of 
Guardians had a discretion not to pro- 
ceed further. He admitted the lateness 
of the publication of the Report of the 
Local Government Board, but, as the 
Committee knew, the Department was 
overworked. The Committee appointed 
to inquire into the expediency of reor- 
ganising the Department had quite 
recently concluded its labours, and having 
seen a draft copy of that Committee’s 
recommendations he hoped that the 
Government would be enabled so to re- 
organise the Department as to prevent in 
future any recurrence of the arrears of 
which complaint was now made. With 
regard to the question of vagrancy there 
had, he admitted, been a great want of 
uniformity of practice among Boards of 
Guardians. Interesting experiments bear- 
ing on this question had recently been 
made in Suffolk, and the subject was 
under consideration at the present 
moment, and he hoped that it would be 
possible to make some alteration in the 


| system. 


Mr. A. K. LOYD (Berks, Abingdon) 
said, before the right hon. Gentleman 
passed from the subject of vagrancy he 
desired to ask whether his attention had 
been called to the serious increase of 
child vagrancy ? 

Mr. CHAPLIN said that was no doubt 
an important branch of the question now 
under consideration by the Local Govern- 
ment Board, and would receive, as it 
deserved, his most careful attention. 
Replying to the right hon. Baronet, he 
thought he might say that the exercise 
of patronage was one of the most dis- 
agreeable duties that fell upon him, and 
it was quite true that attempts were 
made to exercise more or less pressure 
upon the Department with regard to the 
granting of appointments. He had re- 
fused countless applications to exercise 
his patronage in favour of individuals 
who, no doubt, had very excellent claims, 
but whose qualifications were not as good 
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as those of other candidates. In making 
selections he had always made it an abso- 
lute condition that the candidate should 
possess sufficient experience to enable 
him to perform the duties efficiently, but 
he was not prepared to say that experi- 
ence was the only qualification to be con- 
sidered. He attached great importance, 
for example, to the character and educa- 
tion of gentlemen seeking appointments. 
[““ Hear, hear!” ] He did not think that he 
would be doing right if he were to discuss 
the three cases to which the right hon. 
Baronet had specially referred. He would, 
therefore, content himself with saying 
that, with regard to the gentleman 
recently appointed for Cheshire, he had 
received a letter highly commending him 
from one of the auditors under whom this 
gentleman had gained his experience. In 
other cases he had received testimonials 
not less satisfactory, and he was confident 
that in respect of every appointment for 
which he was responsible, he had fulfilled 
the pledge which he gave to the right hon. 
Gentleman on a former occasion. Pass- 
ing to another subject, he said that 
since Question time he had received 


the Report of General Scott, who 
had been sent to make _ inquiries 
into the alleged diminution of the) 


water supply in parts of the East End. 
General Scott said that a number of the 


buildings referred to in Mr. Hand’s letter | 


of the 30th ult. had been examined, and 


“jin every instance except one, water was 
available at the taps on the top storeys. 
exception was Shepherd’s Buildings, where the 
water reached the fourth floor only. The 
cistern contained water at 11 a.m. to-day, but 
at 2 p.m. was empty. Generally speaking, 
there seems to have been a scarcity or total 
absence of water during the greater part of 
last week, and a general recovery in the supply 
on Saturday. The total absence of water was 
in almost every case restricted to the upper 
floors of the buildings. The people seem to be 
comfortable as a rule and pursuing their usual 
occupations. The local authority state that the 
health of the district is normal.” 


He would also read certain letters that 
had passed between the secretary of the 
East London Water Works Company 
and the Whitechapel district authorities. 
On June 31 the secretary of the company 
wrote to the chief sanitary inspector of 
the Whitechapel district as follows : — 


“In reply to your letter of the 30th inst. 
enclosing copy of a complaint from a Mr. 


D. G. White, I beg to state that the mysterious 
Mr. Chaplin. 
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interruption between our Hornsey Wood reser- 
voir and the mains supplying the district from 
it has now been discovered. It is reported 
to me from the works that the pressure is 
much better, and I trust the inconvenience is 
at an end.” 


Then there was another letter dated July 
30 from the secretary of the company 
to the medical officer of health, in which 
he said :— 


“In reply to your letter of the 29th inst. 
enclosing copy of a complaint from Mr. B. 
Morna, of 63, Davis Mansions, New Goulston, 
S.E., I regret to inform you that we have 
some mysterious interruption between our 
Hornsey Wood reservoir (which is quite full 
of water) and the main supplying the district 
from it. Every possible investigation is being 
made to discover the cause, and the engineer 
hopes soon to unravel the mystery. The acci- 
dent, whatever it may be, is most deplorable, 
as we have upwards of 1,000,000,000 gallons 
of water in stock and some of the finest 
machinery in the world to get it to the con- 
sumers’ houses. I trust the inconvenience will 
be of short duration.” 


On July 31 the general superintendent 
of the company wrote to the sanitary 
inspector— 


“T had already received communications 
from 28, Spital Square and Josephine House, 
Tenant Street. In both cases, of course, the 
deficiency was due to the cause pointed out 
in the surveyor’s letter to Dr. Loane, but 1 
hear this morning from the district foreman 
that in every case the cisterns were filled up 
during the night, and I am glad to say we 
have discovered the cause of the trouble and 
the pressure is now excellent.” 





| He hoped now that this trouble, which, 


| of course, was a very grave one at this 
time of the year, would be at an end. 
No efforts on his part to bring that about 
would be spared, and every step would 
be taken by the Board to prevent a water 
famine, which in the part of London 
affected would be nothing short of a 
calamity. [‘‘ Hear, hear! ”] 


Vote agreed to. 


3. Motion made, and Question pro- 
| posed, 
| “That a sum, not exceeding £27,246, be 
| granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
| necessary to defray the charge which will come 
| in course of payment during the year ending 
on the 31st day of March 1898, for the Salaries 
| and Expenses of the Offices of the Chief Secre- 
| tary to the Lord Lieutenant in Dublin and 
| London, and Subordinate Departments.” 
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Mr. DILLON, the Chief Secretary not 
being in his place said, that in order to 
give the right hon. Gentleman an op- 
portunity of defending his salary, he 
would move to report progress. 

Mr. E. CARSON (Dublin University) 
called attention to the fact that 40 Mem- 
bers were not present. 

Mr. DILLON said he rose to move the 
reduction of the Vote by £1,000 in re 
spect of the salary of the Chief Secretary. 
This Vote had been put off to too late 
a day as to render it impossible for a 
large number of Irish Members, who had 
returned home, to express their opinion 
of the right hon. Gentleman’s administra- 
tion of his office. He could never be a 
party to any arrangement by which a 
fixed number of days should be set apart 
for Irish Supply. The amount of discus- 
sion on Irish Supply depended on the 
conduct of the Irish Government, and to 
some extent upon the amount of Irish 
legislation proposed during the year, and 
if the Irish Government was to be run 
on the principles which had characterised 
the action of the Government during the 
present year, he ventured to assert that 
four days would not be nearly sufficient 
to discuss Irish Supply. When the right 
hon. Gentleman first came into office he 
made a remarkable speech. On October 
16, 1895, the right hon. Gentleman said 
that the people of Ireland were becoming 
tired of political agitation and would wel- 
come in a kindly spirit anything Parlia- 
ment might be able to do for them. The 
right hon. Gentleman continued :— 


“We are ready to take the chance of our 
Measures being welcome. We should be glad 
enough, no doubt, to kill Home Rule with 
kindness, but whatever may be the result of 
our efforts, our intention is to do our utmost 
to produce and pass such measures as will pro- 
mote the material interests and prosperity of 
Treland.” 


Speaking as the right hon. Gentleman 
did, as the head of the Irish Government, 
and as representative of a party with a 
majority of 150 in the House of Com- 
mons, and with a solid House of Lords 
at its back, it was not unnatural that he 
should have aroused considerable hopes 
among certain sections of the Irish people. 
Great bodies of the people, and even 
large sections of the Nationalists, ex- 
pected that while they would be denied 


2 Aueust 1897} 


Supply. 122 


the claim, which they could never surren- 
der—namely, the right to govern them- 
selves, they would at least grant large 
and generous concessions such as it was 
in the power of this Government to give. 
A large section of the Irish people not 
unnaturally expected that, amongst other 
things, great Measures would be passed 
dealing with the development of the 
material resources of the country ; that 
money would be of little or no considera- 
tion ; that there would be an attempt to 
settle the University Education question 
and the Land question ; that the govern- 
ment of Ireland would be run on an even 
keel, and that the Party which used to 
be the Party of ascendancy would na 
longer control the machinery of the 
Castle. He had no hesitation in saying 
that every one of these expectations had 
been disappointed, and now, after nearly 
two years, the right hon. Gentleman had 
absolutely failed to carry out the fair 
promises of his speech at Leeds. 
| Vationalist cheers.| He had undertaken 
to kill Home Rule with kindness, but 
knowing, as the right hon. Gentleman did, 
the fidelity of the Irish people to the 
Home Rule sentiment, one would expect 
| that he would have known it would have 
| taken a good deal of kindness. [“ Hear, 
/hear!”| He should await with curiosity 
| the catalogue of the measure of kindness 
| by which the right hon. Gentleman ex. 
| pected to carry out his undertaking. He 
| should recall to the right hon. Gentle- 
| man’s mind his famous tour to the West 
of Ireland. According to his own account 
|he was received with kindness and 
| courtesy at Belmullet. What had he done 
|for Belmullet? [‘Hear, hear!”] He 
| hoped the right hon. Gentleman would 
state to the House what he had in con- 
templation—if anything—to meet the 
cruel state of distress and fever which 
prevailed now in that very district 
through which he travelled in*the autumn 
of 1895. The hon. Gentleman then 
quoted from a letter written in 1825, by 
the Statesman, George Canning, in which 
| the writer drew a picture of the peaceable 
| state of Ireland. He (Mr. Dillon) could 
| almost imagine that the Chief Secretary 
‘had a copy of the letter, and repeated 
| almost its very words in his Leeds speech. 
| If Ireland was in this very peaceable con- 
| dition, why did not the right hon. Gen- 
'tleman set himself earnestly to govern 


| according to popular methods? If he 
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were acting consistently his business 
should be to avail himself of this wonder- 
ful peace, and prove to the people that 
under a Unionist Administration they 
could obtain good, honest government 
according to the will of the people. He 
(Mr. Dillon) entirely agreed with the right 
hon. Gentleman that his Land Act, except 
in the case of those clauses which allowed 
farmers, not previously allowed to do so, 
to enter the Land Court, had nothing 
whatever to do with the lowering of rents, 
and he had proved what had been their 
contention, that the Act had failed to 
afford that just contribution to the neces- 
sitous which they were entitled to expect 
from any revision of the Land Acts. 
[“ Hear, hear!”] But though some of 
the clauses of that Measure were good, 
and had been defended by them, he did 
not think the Chief Secretary was entitled 
to any credit for it, but rather the 
reverse, because when he dealt with the | 
question at all he should have done so 
in a thoroughly satisfactory manner. | 
They were entitled to complain if Mem- | 
bers responsible for Departments did not 
take sufficient trouble to see that their 
Departments got proper opportunities of 
passing necessary Bills. They were. 
doubly so entitled when the Minister 
united in himself all the responsible 
Irish offices. Ever since the present 
Chief Secretary had held his office they 
had not had a single reasonable oppor- 
tunity of dealing with any Irish Bill. He 
had been told that the Irish Land Act 
was so badly drafted that it would even- 
tually lead to endless law suits. If Clause 
40, for instance, had been properly con- 
sidered and amended in Committee it 
might have worked well. As it was it, 
was brought up at half past five o’clock | 
one morning, and the Chief Secretary | 
practically said “take it or leave—” | 
*Toe CHAIRMAN or WAYS ann) 
MEANS said the hon. Gentleman was | 
going rather beyond what was generally | 
permitted in Committee of Supply. The | 
legislative action of a Minister could not | 
be criticised in Committee of Supply. 
Mr. DILLON said that what he com- 
plained of was the action of the Chief 
Secretary in threatening to withdraw 
Bills if Irish Members discussed them. 
*Toe CHAIRMAN or WAYS anp 
MEANS said that the proper time to 
criticise such action was when the 
action was proposed to be taken. 
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He founded what he said upon 
a decision of his predecessor. The 


hon. Member for Preston called atten- 
tion to the action of the Board of 
Trade, and said that the President of the 
Board of Trade ought to put his foot 
down and insist upon securing for the 
Department a larger amount of the time 
of the House. The then Chairman ruled 
that the hon. Member could only call 
attention to the administrative acts of a 
Minister, and that it was not in order to 
refer to what a Minister had done or not 
done. That was a ruling which had ob- 
tained ever since. The hon. Member 
could, perhaps, raise the question he 
sought to bring up upon the Second 
Reading of the Appropriation Bill. 

Mr. DILLON said he would avail him- 
self of that opportunity. Let him now 
turn to the right hon. Gentleman’s action 
in Ireland. In March last at Knock, 
County Mayo, the Chief Secretary ap- 


| peared to resuscitate the very worst con- 


ditions of the old coercion regimé. It 
had been the fortune of the right hon. 
Gentleman to have had a very quiet time 
since he undertook the administration of 
Ireland. Ireland was a very strange 
country, and he ventured to warn the 
right hon. Gentleman not to build too 
surely on that foundation, not to feel 
too confident that the whole term of his 
office would be as peaceable and easy, as 
far as disturbances went, as the period 
which had passed. But in the midst of 
peace and order the right hon. Gentle- 
man was guilty at Knock of proceedings 
on a par with some of the worst acts of 
the coercion period. An ordinary agrarian 
meeting was summoned to take place at 
Knock, but just before the day it was to 
be held it was determined not to hold it 
as the land grabber had proposed terms, 
and it was likely a settlement would be 
arrived at. After Mass on the 21st of 
March the priest wanted to explain to 
the people that the meeting was post- 
poned, but the police who had been 
drafted into the parish would not allow 
him to come out of the chapel. A con- 
siderable crowd collected and were ad- 
vancing towards the place of meeting 
when they were charged by the police, 
and scattered in all directions. The 
meeting was not proclaimed, and there- 
fore he maintained that the proceedings 
of the police at Knock amounted to a 
going back to the most odious practices 
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of the old coercion days. There was a 
violation of the right of speech, a viola- 
tion which would never have been 
attempted in this country. Immediately 
after the occurrence the Chief Secretary 
said the meeting was prevented be- 
cause it was believed it would endanger 
the tranquillity. But any meeting 
to which the Government objected 
might be held to endanger the peace. 
The action taken amounted to an invasion 
of the right of public meeting, although 
happily it had occurred in only one or 
two instances recently. In reply to a 
question on the subject, the right hon. 
Gentleman used the expression that the 
people were warned that the meeting 
‘* was not allowed to be held.’’ He did 
not say that the Riot Act was read or 
that a proclamation was issued that the 
meeting was illegal. There was no alle- 
gation which constituted a proper warning, 
no allegation that the meeting was pro- 
perly proclaimed. The police simply, 
without any legal justification what- 
ever, scattered the meeting by charging 
the people with their batons. It all 
showed that the old spirit of the Coercion 
Act was still alive. It was said that 
this was dene under the common law, 
but the common law meant one thing in 
England and another in Ireland. They 
were told that the people had a remedy 
at common law, that they could apply to 
a Court and get damages against the 
police. This was adding insult to injury. 
The people had no remedy. They could 
not take action in an expensive court, 
and even if they did, they would not 
have the smallest chance of recovering 
damages. If such a proceeding had 
occurred in this country the remedy 
would be sought in this House by an 
instant Motion for Adjournment, and the 
Minister would be brought to task, not 
only by Members of the Opposition, but 
he ventured to say, even by Members of 
their own Party. The case illustrated 
the supreme grievance of the Irish 
people, and that was that the Adminis- 
tration of Ireland was in no way 
responsible to the Irish nation. He had 
often been asked by Unionist Members 
whether some plan could not be devised 
by which Ireland could be reconciled to 
the Government of this House. His 
reply was that if they passed all the 
Bills for the time being that the majority 
of the Irish people required there would 
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remain the great question of adminis 
tration, which, after all, was the greatest 
part of government, because it was no 
use having good laws if the administra- 
tion was bad. He would rather live 
under the worst laws, like those of 
Turkey, if they had a decent, honest 
administration responsible to the 
people. The insuperable difficulty which 
he saw in conducting the government of 
Treland was that, whatever the intentions 
of the Chief Secretary, and even though 
he were an_ Irishman, thoroughly 
acquainted with the country by training, 
sympathy, and local knowledge, there 
was no machinery provided by this 
House by which he could be made 
responsible to the public opinion of 
Ireland. It was the fashion now-a-days 
to run this House down, and though 
Irishmen had good reason to run it down, 
still if Englishmen could get rid of this 
House for a year or two, they would soon 
be brought to reason. The greatest 
function this House discharged was, that 
it checked and controlled the action of 
the Administration, and it secured, as 
far as Great Britain was concerned, the 
Administration being of all countries 
in the world, most constantly in touch 
with public opinion. The right hon. 
Gentleman had still, he supposed, two or 
three years of office. During the last 
two years he had done little or nothing. 
Ié he had still any hope of achieving the 
great task he had set before him~-the 
getting out of the minds of the Irish 
people, as he said at Leeds, ‘‘ the fixed 
opinion which existed there that the 
Government of the country was a hostile 
and not a friendly Power ”—he advised 
the right hon. Gentleman to make haste 
and show to the Irish people that they 
might hope, if not for good administration, 
at least for the redemption of some of the 
promises of this Unionist Administration. 

*Mr. DRAGE said that he 
ventured to intervene in this Debate 
chiefly on account of the deep interest he 
took in the housing of the working 
classes in Ireland. At the recent inter- 
national congress in Brussels reference 
was made to the housing of the working 
classes throughout Ireland. Unlike the 
hon. Gentleman opposite, he had the 
profoundest confidence that the Chief 
Secretary was capable of formulating and 
carrying out a policy which would redeem 
his pledges in this regard. The House 
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was now in possession of all the infor- 
mation which could possibly be required 
either for legislation or administration. 
There had been no _ fewer’ than 
four inquiries into the — subject. 
There was one in 1885, another in 1891, 
and one in 1893; lastly, they had the 
census report of 1890 and the reports of 
the Irish Local Government Board. He 
wished briefly to refer to the intensity of 
the evil where it existed, to give an 
account of the extent of the evil which 
prevailed throughout Ireland, and the 
failure of the administration hitherto, 
and lastly to make one or two suggestions 
which had arisen out of the recent inter- 
national congress. As to the intensity 
of the evil, there could be little or no 
doubt, according to Mr. O’Brien, a Poor 
Law Inspector for 30 years in Ireland, 
that no population had been known to 
sink to such a low level of general 
wretchedness as the agricultural popula- 
tion. It contained no less than 54 per 
cent. of the adult males, and 22 per 
cent. of the whole population. In Mun- 
ster and Leinster there had been a 
certain amelioration owing to the action 
of recent legislation and administration, 
but the misery remained intense all over 
Ireland and was not confined to the 
congested districts. There were dis- 
tricts at the very gates of Dublin 
where the Poor Law Inspector had 
to creep into the miserable huts on his 
hands and knees in order to administer 
Poor Law relief. The condition in the 
small towns was even worse, and the Com- 
missioners of arecent English Commission, 
who examined the housing of the agricul- 
tural population throughout Great 
Britain, had stated, comparing the worst 
district, Monmouth, with the housing of 
the poorer population in Loughrea, that 
Monmouth was, comparatively speaking, 
a paradise. [Irish Mempers: “ Lord 
Clanricarde !”| New Ross for ten years 
had the highest death rate of the United 
Kingdom ; and, according to the Com- 
mission of 1885, the great trouble at 
Waterford was, not the administration 
of the Chief Secretary or of his pre- 
decessors, but the difficulties that existed 
in the town council, who owned all the 
worst property in the town and drew 
considerable rents from it. How was it 


that the town council could hold these 
tenements and let them out instead of 
pulling them down? In Limerick and 


Mr. Drage. 
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Galway the same state of things existed. 

Except Belfast and the north-east corner 
of the country, it appeared that there 
was not a great town throughout the 
length and breadth of Ireland where the 
greatest misery did not prevail. Accord- 
ing to the Census Report of 1890 there 
were at that time 20,000 houses in 
Ireland containing one room and one 
window, and built of mud or a like 
material. This class of dwelling appeared 
to be rapidly diminishing, and there 
were now only 15,000 such houses in 
Ireland. But if accommodation were 
taken into consideration they had Dr. 
Grimshaw, the Registrar General, to vouch 
for the fact that the number of families 
in fourth class accommodation in Dublin 
was the same in 1881 as in 1841, and 
further, Mr. Henry Robinson, of the Irish 
Local Government Board, had stated to 
the Royal Commission on Financial Re- 
lations that there had been no improve- 
ment in the general social condition of 
the people since 1872. 

*ToHe CHAIRMAN or WAYS aynp 
MEANS: I cannot see how the hon. 
Member connects the social condition of 
Ireland with the salary of the Chief 
Secretary. If he can point out any ad- 
ministrative act which the Chief Secre- 
tary has taken or any administrative 
act which the right hon. Gentleman has 
failed to fulfil, then the hon. Member 
would be in order ; but the matter he is 
now referring to seems to be one which 
can be dealt with only by means of 
legislation. 

*Mr. DRAGE said he desired to call 
the attention of the Chief Secretary to 
the failure of the administration of the 
sanitary laws. 

*Tnre CHAIRMAN or WAYS anp 
MEANS: That question does not arise 
on this Vote ; it arises on the Vote for the 
Local Government Board of Treland. 

*Mr. DRAGE said that this was the 
first opportunity they had of connecting 
this matter with certain other branches 
of administration and of putting them 
all together. As to the suggestions made, 
one suggestion was indicated by the 
Financial Relations Commission which 
would be of great value in this connection. 
It was that loans should be issued at 
cheaper rates for local purposes, and 
especially for grants in aid of better 
dwellings for the poor. There should be 
a special grant made in aid of building 
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houses in the congested districts. Accord-| London. He knew both the gentlemen 
ing to the last census there were 770, 000 | who had been appointed in Ireland, and 
illiterates still in Treland, and there was no one was more utterly unfitted to hold 
always a close connection between bad | the scales evenly between landlord and 
housing and want of education. The! tenant than Dr. Traill. He had astrong 
measures which the Chief Secretary | and almost extreme bias as a landlord, 
might bring forward would be welcomed and he was a Tory politician. Dr. 
by the working classes of this country, | Traill was one of the subscribers to 
who were, for the most part, ignorant of | the battering-ram policy of a former 
the profound depths of misery to which | Irish administration ; and recently in 
every foreign and English inquirer found the Land Courts his harsh conduct 
the poorer classes in Ireland had sunk. towards a tenant was severely censured. 
They would, he was sure, back up the It looked unkind and unamiable to say 
Chief Secretary in any step he might it, but he believed that the effect of the 
take to mitigate this stain on civilisation mere appointment of the Royal Com- 
in England in the 19th century. | mission, although it had never sat, had 

Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL (Donegal, had the effect of paralysing the sub- 
S.) impressed on the Chief Secretary that | Commissions. A gentleman belonging 
they were criticising the office and not | to the Tory Party in Ireland, and closely 
the man. The Chief Secretary had | connected with the landlord section 
begun his career in office extremely well, | whose name, of course, he would not 
and had endeavoured to get information | mention for any consideration—had told 
as to the state of the country from all | him that since the appointment of the 
quarters. The right hon. Gentleman | Commission rents had been raised 10 per 
visited Ireland, and sought to obtain | cent. What was more, he had special 
information from everyone ; buta change | means of knowing. [An Hon. Memper: 
had come over the spirit of the right | “Tn what part of Ireland?’ "| Well, he 
hon. Gentleman’s dream, and the infor- | | would tell his hon. Friend in the smoking 
mation he now gleaned was more or room. [Laughter and “hear, hear ! 17 
less strained through the official, He might inform the hon. Member for 
sieve. He did not think that the| South Tyrone, who had just returned to 


Chief Secretary had been entirely suc- | 
cessful in divorcing himself from official | 
influences, and he had not exercised so | 
strong a personal will as he might have 
done. He drew attention to the New 
Land Commission, and asked why it had 
been constituted and what was the 
necessity for it? 


The new Commission | 


his place, that he had been discussing in 
his absence the constitution of the Land 
,Commission. He had stated that it was 
| composed of one ex-J udge, two ex-valuers, 
and two military politicians. No doubt 


Mr. George Fottrell, who was a profes- 


sional valuer, had theoretical instincts in 
favour of Home Rule, but it was perfect 





was composed of an ex-Judge, two ex- nonsense to put him forward as a repre- 
valuers, and two military politicians. | sentative of the Nationalists. The hon. 
The objections which were raised to Mr. | Member for South Tyrone did not make 
Justice Mathew as the head of the Evicted "speeches now. Would he be in perfect 
Tenants’ Commission could with equal| order in making a speech for him? 
propriety be urged against the appoint-| [Laughter. | 

ment of Sir E. Fry, because it could be| *Mr. T. W. RUSSELL: I would rather 
pointed out that Sir E. Fry would as an | not. 

ex-Judge mingle in an angry politicaland| Mr.MACNETLL said he would faintly 
public controversy ; and they could not | try to represent the hon. Membev’s senti- 
forget that both the First Lord of the| ments on the constitution of the Land 
Treasury and the Chief Secretary had| Commission. He would tell the Com- 
inveighed against the appointment of Mr.| mittee what he considered to be the 
Justice Mathew. These were two gentle- probable views and sentiments of the hon. 
men of whom they knew nothing g, except, Member for South Tyrone. The Com- 
that one had been a valuer in Scotland, mission had been forced on the Govern- 
in cases between landlord and tenant, ‘ ‘ment by the pressure of the House of 
though not in eonnection with the | Lords, especially of Lord Londonderry ; 
Crofters’ Commission, and the other was|and why was it so forced on them? 
a landlords’ agent and valuer in offices in| Because the Land Commissioners and 
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the sub-Commissioners, who were the 
Government’s own nominees, and com- 
pletely under their thumb —even they 
did not come up to the mark; and so 
this Commission had been constituted, 
and, as he had said, the effect on the 
judgments of the sub-Commissioners had 
been already unfavourable towards the 
tenants. These tribunals were absolutely 
under the thumb of the Government. 
Every single sub-Commissioner had been 
appointed, directly or indirectly, by the 
present Government, and he would say, 
in reference to the head of the Com- 
mission—-— 

*THe CHAIRMAN or WAYS aynp 
MEANS : The hon. Gentleman is enter- 
ing on a discussion of the personnel of 
the Land Commission, and, in doing so, 
he is not in order. 

Mr. MACNEILL said he was only re- 
ferring to it by way of illustration. He 
simply wished to say that this Commission 
had been appointed to coerce tribunals, 
every member of which was already 
under the thumb of the Government. 
If the right hon. Gentleman the Chief 
Secretary had any personal opinions, 
he thought he would be rather for the 
tenants than against them. But did he 
think that by doing this he was in the 
slightest degree conciliating Unionist 
opinion in Ireland? If he thought so he 
was quite mistaken. The so called 
Unionist party in Treland was hopelessly 
severed. He would read a letter from a 
constituent of his right hon. Friend—an 
eminent constituent. The gentleman 
said :— 


Supply. 


“T think the Government will miss the help 
of the Irish Unionists when they want it in 
England. If ever I again go before an English 
audience, it will not be to keep them in power, 
although I am no less a Unionist than before; 
and what I feel in this regard is felt by 
thousands.” 


That was a letter written by an eminent 
gentleman who had stood on many a 
platform in support of the Government’s 
Irish policy ; and the right hon. Gentle- 
man must see in a letter of that 
kind, which was most certainly sincere, 
plain proof that all his efforts to 
conciliate that Party must fail unless 
he was prepared to be merely the 
outward and visible representation of 
politicians of the Dr. Traill type. 


| Laughter.| He was obliged to the House 
Mr, MacNeill. 


{COMMONS} 
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for having listened to him. There was 
one great objection he had to the Chief 
Secretary : it was a personal objection. 
He would rather have a Chief Secretary 
whom he could dislike and _ fight. 
[Laughter.| He would like a Chief 
Secretary who would give him genuine 
sport. But when he got up in his place, 
he saw the countenance of a right hon. 
Gentleman, with a charming personality 
beaming across the Table at him. 
[Laughter.| He could not help thinking 
that if the Chief Secretary were only left 
to his own inclinations, and could give 
the go-by to the Castle officials, he might 
achieve a reasonable success. As it was, 
he had done tolerably well, belonging, as 
he did, to a class of politicians whom 
O’Connell used to call “ beggar-shavers.” 
[Laughter.| What he meant was that 
the right hon. Gentleman reminded him 
of the apprentices who were allowed to 
shave beggars, taking no fees in con- 
sideration of the gashes they made. 
[Laughter.| He objected to the right 
hon. Gentleman trying his ’prentice 
hand on Ireland. [Laughter and cheers.| 
At the same time, he had no doubt 
that if his abilities, and his genuine 
desire to do right, with perhaps some 
show of resistance to the Castle officials, 
could make him a success, he would be 
one. [Zaughter.| In the meantime he 
would press his little Bill on the right 
hon. Gentleman, and ask him to answer 
him all about the Land Commission, and 
to say also whether he agreed with him 
in his character of Dr. Traill, and so on. 
[Laughter. | 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said a good 
deal of ground had been covered by the 
discussion, and it might advance business 
if he dealt with it now. The Chief Secre- 
tary for Ireland was in the unfortunate 
position of being one of whom much was 
expected. He was expected to work 
miracles, and if he failed he was de 
nounced as un unprofitable servant. The 
expectations so often formed by hon. 
Members opposite seemed to him to be 
unreasonable ; and their disappointment 
at the non-realisation of expectations 
which were of their own creation was 
equally unreasonable. The hon. Member 
for East Mayo referred to a speech which 
he (the Chief Secretary) delivered at 
Leeds in the autumn of 1895, in which 
he used a phrase that had since attained 
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He said 


a certain amount of notoriety. 
on that occasion that— 


“the policy of the Government would be to 
endeavour to promote the material prosperity 
of Ireland; and the Government would, of 
course, be very glad if they were able by kind- 
ness to kill Home Rule. But whether that was 
so or not, he thought it would be their duty 
to persevere with their policy, no matter 
whether that policy was received with grati- 
tude or not.” 


Well, the Government had carried out 
the policy which he then announced—he 
trusted with some degree of success. 
[Cheers.] However, he need hardly point 
out to the Committee that two years 
was not a very long time in which to 
effect a considerable improvement in the 
prosperity of the country. But the hon. 
Member for East Mayo said that great 
expectations were formed in consequence 
of that speech ; that it was anticipated 
the Government would immediately in- 
troduce Measures on a large scale for 
increasing the material prosperity of 
Ireland ; and then the hon. Member went 
on to state the kind of Measure which he 
thought, after the promises which had 
been given, should have been introduced 
by the Government. And what were the 
Measures? One was a Bill to establish a 
Catholic University, and the other what 
he called a good Land Act. 

Mr. DILLON: I said in addition to 
large Measures for developing the 
material resources of the country. 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: I think 
not. I think the hon. Member said we 
had not carried out our promise, and 
then he said : — . 


“He has not introduced a Bill for establish- 


ing a Catholic University nor a good Land 
a 


As to the establishment of a Catholic 
University (the right hon. Gentleman 
continued), the views of the Irish Govern- 
ment and of the First Lord of the Trea- 
sury were well known. He need not 
pursue the matter further. It obviously 
had no direct connection with the 
material prosperity in Ireland. As to the 
Land Act, after the ruling of the Chair- 
man it would not be appropriate on his 
part to defend the policy of that Act, 
or to argue what the hon. Member pro- 
fessed to be its shortcomings. The 
picture which he drew, not in October, 


{2 Avaust 1897} 
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1895, as had been said, but in 1896, of 
the condition of affairs in Ireland was 
not overdrawn, and at the present time 
there was in that country a state of 
peace, contentment, and tranquillity such 
as had not prevailed for a great many 
years. The hon. Member said that the 
yovernment ought to take advantage of 
this period of peace to pass measures 
which would carry out what he called the 
“will of the people.” But if the hon. 
Member meant by that measures which 
would please the majority of the Irish 
representatives, he must mean that it 
was the duty of the Government to in- 
troduce a Home Rule Bill, which cer- 
tainly was not their intention. The duty 
of the Government was not to give effect 
to the will of the majority of the Irish 
representatives when they differed from 
them as to what was desirable in the 
interests of Ireland and the United King- 
dom. Their duty was to do the best 
they could according to their lights for 
the country which was committed to 
their charge. The hon. Member averred 
that nothing had been done for Ireland 
during last Session and the present 
Session. The hon. Member must have 
forgotten that last Session a very con- 
siderable number of Measures of import- 
ance were passed for Ireland. In fact, 
the Irish legislation last Session would 
compare very favourably with the legis- 
lation for England and Scotland respec- 
tively during the same period. Scotch 
Members, he had reason to know, were 
very much dissatisfied because so much 
time was devoted to Ireland and so little 
to Scotland. If during the present Ses- 
sion the Government had not been able 
to carry a large number of Irish measures 
the hon. Member must know the reason, 
although he had not thought fit to allude 
to it. The Government had prepared 
a Measure for establishing a Board 
of Agriculture in Ireland and also 
a Measure dealing with the administra- 
tion of the Poor Law, and _ those 
Measures were abandoned because it 
was not deemed expedient to proceed 
with them in view of the promised legis- 
lation for Ireland next Session. As the 
First Lord of the Treasury had said 
more than once, a Government must not 
be judged by what it did in the course 
of a single Session for a particular sec- 
tion of the United Kingdom ; its per- 
formances must be judged as a whole, 
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Last Session was largely devoted to Irish 
legislation, and next year again there 
would be an Irish Session in the fullest 
sense of the term. He now came to the 
strictures that had been passed on his 
administration. Reference had been 
made to the condition of affairs at Bel- 
mullet, and he had been asked what the 
policy of the Irish Governmeut was with 
regard to the distress of that district. 
The policy of the Government had been 
to throw upon the local authorities to 
the extent of their powers the responsi- 
bility of carrying out the work which 
the Legislature had intrusted to them. 
A period, however, came when the 
Board of Guardians thought that that 
responsibility was heavier than they 
could bear, and the Union of Belmullet 
was now being administered by vice- 
Guardians, and at the end of September 
it would be the duty of the Government 
to consider whether the amount spent in 
the relief of distress had been such as to 
throw a greater burden upon the rates 
than the Union could reasonably bear. 
If it should be proved that was the case 


the Government would be prepared to. 


consider whether public money ought to 
be used so as to relieve the rates. The 
difficulty in Belmullet had been increased 
by the unfortunate outbreak of fever in 
the island of JInishea, which had 
thrown an additional burden upon the 
Union. He was happy to think that 
the fever was now abating. The next 
subject which had been referred to was 
the meeting at Knock. There had been 
in the district several rather aggravated 
cases of boycotting the holders of evicted 
farms, and meetings had been held 
practically to stimulate the boycotting. 
In these circumstances it became neces- 
sary to stop this particular meeting. He 
regretted that no proclamation was 
issued, and if it should be his misfortune 
to have to prevent other meetings he 
would take care that that omission should 
not occur again. He might, however, 
observe that there was no legal compul- 
- sion upon the Executive to proclaim a 
meeting which it was desired to suppress. 
This meeting was the only one during 
his two years’ tenure of office which it 
had been necessary for him to prohibit, 
. and he congratulated himself upon such 
. a record. 


Mr. Gerald Balfour. 
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| Mr. DILLON complained that the 
police charged the people though there 
was no resistance or disorder. 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said that 
the police had warned the people before- 
hand that the meeting must not be held. 
The people not dispersing the police did 
charge, and in the confusion that ensued 
the drums were broken, but he had no 
reason to suppose that anyone was 
injured. Passing to the speech of the 
hon. Member for Derby, he said that he 
agreed with the hon. Member as to the 
grievous want of proper accommodation 
for the labouring classes in many parts 
of Ireland. The Executive, however, 
could not fairly be blamed for the 
existing state of things, for in legislation 
respecting the housing of agricultural 
labourers Ireland was better off than 
England, and only last year a Bill was 
passed which greatly facilitated the pro- 
cess by which Irish labourers could 
secure cottages for habitation. The 
administration of the Acts dealing with 
the subject rested primarily with the 
Boards of Guardians, and the Executive 
could not do more than bring to bear what 
pressure was possible upon the Guardians. 
In the last resort they could take the 
administration of the Acts out of the 
Guardians’ hands and transfer it to the 
hands of Government officials, and, 
though they were anxious to avoid having 
to do this, they had been compelled to do 
it in a number of cases. [Mr. KILpripe 
asked whether the cases in which the 
administration of the Acts had been 
taken out of the hands of the unions had 
all occurred in Ulster?] He believed that 
nearly all, if not all, had occurred in that 
province. [Nationalist cheers.| He had 
been asked by the hon. Member for South 
Donegal why the Commission appointed 
to inquire into the administration of the 
Land Acts and the Land Purchase Acts 
had been set up? The reason was that 
the Government thought that an authori- 
tative inquiry into this subject would be 
better and more to the interest of the 
Land Commission than an agitation 
carried on on the one side by the land- 
lords and on the other side by the 
‘tenants. If the Government had not 
appointed this Commission, what would 
vhave been the inevitable result? He 
, would call as a witness the hon. Member 
\for East Mayo himself. On April 9th 


i 
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the hon. Member wrote in a letter which 
had been published :— 


“The reductions given by the Sub-Commis- 
sioners are not proportionate to the very heavy 
fall in prices, and I have always maintained that 
the present reduced rents are more difficult to 
pay under the present circumstances than the 
unreduced rents were in the circumstances 
prevailing before 1879. That being so, it is 
plain that in making reductions no real con- 
sideration has been given to the interests of 
the tenant. But, insufficient as reductions are, 
you will have observed that the landlords have 
opened a campaign in the House of Lords and 
in Ireland with the avowed purpose of intimi- 
dating the Commissioners. The effect of these 
operations is already manifest in the recent 
action of the Land Commissioners in raising 
nearly all the rents on appeal. I have no 
doubt that, if the landlords’ campaign is not 
met by a united and national movement on 
the part of the farmers, the reductions given 
by the sub-Commissioners will grow less and 
less.” 


He would also quote one sentence from 
aspeech made by Mr. William O’ Brien 
on December 20th, 1896. 


“*Even when the rents they fixed were im- 
possible the resources of civilisation were not 
exhausted, the tenants had still the resources of 
their own organisation and their own combina- 
tion, and they manage to extort pretty sub- 
stantial reductions, even to 20 to 25 per cent., 
upon the judicial rents. Believe me, that as far 
as the Land Commissioners are concerned their 
reductions are up or down according to the 
strength of the agitation.” 


Was it possible to imagine a_ better 
argument for an Inquiry than the state- 
ments of hon. Members opposite and 
their friends? Was it not obvious that 
the landlords having made strong repre- 
sentations and the tenants being equally 
dissatisfied—the Commissioners them- 
selves being the subject of attack from 
both sides—in the interest of the Com- 
missioners themselves, it was desirable 
that an impartial Inquiry should be 
held? [“Hear, hear!’’?] Although 
such an Inquiry had been condemned by 
the hon. Member for East Mayo, it had 
not been condemned byall the individuals 
representing the tenants in the North of 
Ireland. For instance, at the meeting of 
the Liberal and National Union at 
Belfast a resolution was passed heartily 
welcoming the appointment of a fairly 
constituted Commission — [ Nationalist 
cheers|—with power fully to consider all 
sides of the case ; and a further resolu- 
tion was passed to protect the tenants’ 
interest before the Commission. And 
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he had seen a good many statements to 
the effect that before a fairly appointed 
Commission the tenants would have no 
difficulty in making out their case. The 
Government took sides neither with the 
one party nor the other; but it was 
impossible for them to see the Courts of 
the Land Commission attacked in this 
way from both sides without feeling that, 
whatever disadvantages might attach 
to an Inquiry into the proceedings of a 
judicial body, those disadvantages were 
less than would result if they allowed 
this condition of things to continue, 
without any effort whatever to get an 
authoritative pronouncement on _ the 
grounds on which the sub-Commissioners 
were proceeding. {[‘‘ Hear, hear!” 

That was the reason why they thought 
it their duty to appoint a Commission, 
and he thought that even hon. Members 
opposite, with very few exceptions, had 
not complained of the fairness of the per- 
sonnel of the Commission. _ [ Vationalist 
laughter.| He was perfectly aware that 
the hon. Member for South Donegal had 
devoted a considerable portion of his 
speech toa criticism of the members of the 
Commission, but he believed that if the 
gentleman appointed had not on the 
whole formed a fair and proper tribunal 
to arrive at a conclusion on the matter 
there would have been a howl all over 
Ireland, very different from the subdued 
criticisms that had been passed. The 
hon. Member for South Donegal said that 
the Government ought not to have 
appointed Sir Edward Fry, because they 
previously criticised the appointment of 
Mr. Justice Mathew. But they criti- 
cised the appointment of Mr. Justice 
Mathew because he was at the time act- 
ing in the capacity of a Judge. Sir 
Edward Fry had ceased to be a Lord 
Justice of Appeal. Did the hon. Member 
mean that the Government ought not to 
appoint any one of a judicial character 4 
Sir Edward Fry was no longer a Judge, 
and therefore the criticism passed on Mr. 
Justice Mathew did not apply. Now he 
would look at the two experts. The hon. 
Member had been able to say nothing 
against them. These two gentlemen 
were eminent in their profession, and 
one was a Scotchman and one an 
Englishman. It would have been im- 
possible to find any distinguished valuer 
in Ireland whom both sides would have 
regarded as fair, and for that reason the 
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Government had appointed an English- 
man and a Scotchman. He then came 
to the Irish Members of the Commission. 
The hon. Member contended that Dr. 
Traill represented the landlords rather 
than the tenants. When the Commission 
was started the Government had hoped 
to find impartial men in Ireland, but 
further consideration made it painfully 
evident that it would be absolutely im- 
possible to obtain two perfectly impartial 
Trishmen—{laughter and Nationalist cries 
of “Oh!” |—who, being such, would also be 
recognised as being impartial by both 
sides. [‘ Hear, hear!”] He did not say 
there was not an impartial man in 
Ireland, but there was no man who was 
not known to have held opinions inclin- 
ing in one direction or the other. The 
Government had endeavoured, therefore, 
to appoint two Irishmen, one of whom 
should be an acknowledged representa- 
tive of the landlords and the other a 
recognised representative of the tenants. 
[Cries of “No, no!”|] Any fair-minded 
man would hold that Mr. Fottrell, who 
was a very able man indeed, was identi- 
fied with the cause of the tenants rather 
than with the cause of the landlords. 
[Cries of “ No, no!”] He had absolute 
confidence himself in the impartiality of 
this Commission. The personnel had 
been selected with great care and trouble, 
and he did not believe that a better 
tribunal could be found to inquire into 
the difficult matter committed to them. 
[“ Hear, hear !”] 

Mr. J. C. FLYNN (Cork Co.,N.) said 
that the right hon. Gentleman’s argument, 
summarised, was this— 


“because you cannot get absolutely impartial 
men in Ireland, therefore, you ought to appoint 
a tribunal strongly partial to the landlords.”’ 


The hon. Member for Derby, whose inter- 
vention in a Debate on Irish affairs Irish 
Members were quite ready to welcome, 
expressed some difficulty in endeavouring 
to discuss this Vote. He quite appre- 
ciated that difficulty. The Chief Secre- 
tary reminded him of the extraordinary 
character, Pooh Bah, in Gilbert and 
Sullivan’s ‘‘ Mikado,” for the right hon. 
Gentleman was President of the Local 
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whole Irish policy. But the hon. Mem- 
ber for Derby had brought some rather 
interesting matter into the discussion, 
and he would like to point out that the 
housing of the labouring classes in 
Ireland had much improved, and was an 
improvement on what it was in many 
parts of England. That this was so was 
due to the fact that the Act had been 
administered by Nationalist Boards of 
Guardians. [‘*Hear, hear!”] There 
was one other point on which the hon. 
Member might wish to be enlightened, 
and that was in connection with the small 
towns and the improvement of their 
condition. In Loughrea, for instance, 
there was a ground landlord and no 
local board, and no _ improvement 
could be looked for at the hands 
of the ground landlord of Loughrea. 
The right hon. Gentleman was neglect- 
ing a great opportunity for settling the 
Education Question. When, eight years 
ago the First Lord of the Treasury 
occupied a seat on that Bench as Chief 
Secretary, he made a strong speech in 
favour of the settlement of the Uni- 
versity Question, and he promised that 
the Government would take an early 
opportunity of dealing with it, but from 
that day to this nothing had been done. 
The right hon. Gentleman was now in a 
higher position, and he had now a great 
opportunity—a most golden opportunity 
—for grappling with the question. He 
had heard the declaration of the Roman 
Catholic hierarchy. He had a majority 
of 150 at his back. Again, surely it 
was easy under the circumstances to 
settle the burning question of primary 
education. 

*THe CHAIRMAN or WAYS anp 
MEANS: This is a matter which should 
be raised on the Education Vote. 

Mr. FLYNN hoped the right hon. 
Gentleman would not neglect this matter 
of primary education. He indulged the 
hope that between this and next Session 
the right hon. Gentleman would devote 
some attention to the subject, and do 
something to settle a great grievance. 
With regard to the Land Commission, 
the right hon. Gentlemen said the Govern- 
ment were trying to satisfy the agitation 
on both sides, but if the agitation had 





Government Board, head of the} been on the part of the tenants 
Fisheries Department, head of the|would a Royal Commission have 
Veterinary Department, Education | been obtained? [‘ Hear, hear!”] He 


Minister, and was responsible for the 


Mr, Gerald Balfour. 
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thought not. This Royal Commission 
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would not settle the matter—it would 
unsettle it. The Commission was granted 
in answer to an agitation skilfully 
effected by the landlords in another 
place. Still he doubted whether the 
Commission would do any good. They 
were told that it was to be impartial. 
No one believed that. Mr. Fotterill 
was put on as a kind of balance, he 
supposed, to Mr. Traill, the latter a 
landlord of the reactionary type. He 
was one who thought that legislation 
had been carried to a_ revolutionary 
extent. This was the man who was 
placed on the Commission to counteract 
Mr. Fotterell, who had frequently acted 
for landlords. Therefore, instead of 
settling the question, they had, in his 
opinion taken a wrong and dangerous 
step towards the dissatisfaction of the 
people of Ireland. They were pulling 
up the plant to see how it was growing, 
and this they were doing in answer to 
the clamour of a small section of Irish 
landlords. As to the remarks of the 
hon. Member for Mayo, why should 
they apply indifferent doctrine to 
Treland from the law as it was applied 
to Trades Unions in England? The 
Trish constabulary did to an _ Irish 
crowd what the police in this country 
would never dare to do to the people. 
The reason was that Parliament was 
amenable to public opinion, and the Irish 
Executive was not so amenable. That 
Executive did not care a button about 
Trish public opinion, but the 
ment did care for public opinion here, 
because it was strong 
large number of Members to the House. | 
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Treland—{“ Hear, hear!”|—because he 
believed that it would not have the effect 
of satisfying either Party. [‘ Hear, 
hear!”] There was one grievance which 
sometimes the Irish people laboured 
under, and that was that when the Chief 
Secretary had the appointment of mem- 
bers to representative bodies, he did not 
always see that the true feeling of a 
district was represented. There was the 
case of the Board of Control which had 
forced the County of Londonderry to 
build a new asylum, the county having 
no proper representation on the Board. 
It might be that the Board of Control 
was free of his authority and that the 
Government could not exercise a ruling 
voice over that body, but he thought that 
it should not have been allowed to decide 
finally without consulting local opinion. 
Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: The 
Board of Control has statutory powers. 
Sir THOMAS LEA said it was true 
that the Board of Control had statutory 
powers under which it acted. The 
Asylums Board for the County of Derry 
did not represent the county; all 
the Local Boards passed resolutions 
against the proposed asylum which 
was to be erected at a cost of £150,000. 
A more gross action, contrary to the old 
maxim that taxation and representation 


‘should go together, he did not know, 


Only little more than the City of Lon- 
donderry was represented on the Board, 


|while the barony of Magherafelt, which 
Govern- | 


would have to bear one-third of the tax- 


| ation, would have only one representative 
and returned a) 


on the controlling body consisting of 15 
or 20 members. “The ‘Attorney General 





If the Executive found themselves con-| for Ireland represented a division of the 
strained to order the police to enter into | county which was equally poorly repre- 
conflict with the people they ought un- | sented. He hoped that this matter 
questionably to issue instructions to the | | would have the careful consideration of 
effect that the operation should be carried | the Chief Secretary, because North and 
out with as much regard to decency as | South Derry alike cried out against the 
possible. He trusted that the right hon. | present state of things. He did not see 
Gentleman would give them some) why the opinions of the local authorities, 
assurance that if meetings were to be the Board of Guardians should be ignored, 
prevented in future they would be pre-;and he trusted that in making any 
vented with the least possible violence. | further appointments the Chief Secretary 
Sir THOMAS LEA (Londonderry, 8.) | | would bear these facts in mind. [‘« Hear, 
wished to say a few words with regard to | ‘hear ! a) 
the administration of his right hon. Friend| Mr. DENIS KILBRIDE (Galway, 
(Mr. Gerald Balfour) in “Ireland. He|N. ) said the Chief Secretary had renewed 
thought the right hon. Gentleman had_| the pledge he gave the other night that 
made a mistake in agreeing to the appoint- | within the present financial year he would 
ment of a Royal Commission to inquire | ome to the relief of the ratepayers of 
into the working of the Land Acts in | |the Belmullet Union. He understood 
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that in the Poor Law Relief Bill the 


right hon. Gentleman included four other 
unions, the Listowel, the Oughterard 
and two others. 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said he 
stated that of the distressed unions, the 
case of Belmullet was amongst the 
hardest. 

Mr KILBRIDE said that the late 
Board of Guardians at Belmullet esti- 
mated that a rate of 12s. 6d. in the £ 
weuld be necessary. ‘ftrely if that 
estimate was at all correct, there 
was no need for further delay in 
coming to the relief of the _ rate- 
payers. The Chief Secretary also said 
that at the present time peace and con- 
tentment prevailed in Ireland to a much 
larger extent than it had for many years 
past. As far as outward appearances 
went, peace did prevail in Ireland, but 
the right hon. Gentleman had no evi- 
dence that contentment prevailed. He 
supposed the right hon. Gentleman went 
on the old supposition that when the 
Trish tenant farmers were not shooting 
landlords they were contented. He 
feared that some fine morning the Chief 
Secretary would have a rude awakening 
that the Irish tenant farmers were not 
satisfied with the Land Act. If there 
was no agitation in Ireland why had the 
Government appointed a Royal Commis- 
sion to inquire into the procedure, prac- 
tices, and methods of valuation of the 
Land Commission? Did the right hon. 
Gentleman not tell them it was better to | 
appoint this Commission than that agita- 
tion should continue both on the part | 
of the landlords and of the tenants? Lord | 
Salisbury told a deputation of Irish land- | 
lords that at this time of day the class | 
or section of the community that did | 
not agitate would go to the wall. He did | 
not often agree with the Prime Minister, 
but in that contention he agreed with 
him entirely. The Chairman of the Com- 
mission was to be an English ex-Judge of 
Appeal. No doubt he was an able and 
learned man, but what special qualifica- | 
tions did he possess for the position of | 
Chairman of this new Commission? As | 





far as he knew, this gentleman had no 
qualification whatsoever for this office, 
because he had no practical experience 
of the administration of the Irish Land 
Laws, which were entirely different from 
those of England. They were told this 
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Commission was appointed to stop agita- 
tion. Whatever way they reported, it 
would only have the effect of increasing 
agitation on the other side, and would 
do much to unsettle what had been 
settled in the past. This Royal Commis- 
sion was a body that was to sit in judg- 
ment on the Land Judges of Ireland. For 
the first time in the history of this 
country a judicial body, by the sanction 
of the Government, had to have their 
conduct inquired into by a Royal Com- 
mission. They had thus the extraordinary 
circumstances that a Conservative Gov- 
ernment were the first to appoint a Com- 
mission to inquire into the action of 
Judges whose salaries were in the Con- 
solidated Funds, and who were as much 
Judges as those of the Court of Queen’s 
Bench or Exchequer. He wanted to 
know how an Englishman’s respect for 
law and order would be increased if this 
or any other Government appointed a 
Royal Commission to inquire into the 
action of English Judges? Respect for 
law and order in Ireland was little 
enough as it was, and it would not be 
increased by the appointment of this 
Commission. As for Dr. Traill, another 
member of the Commission, he was 
notoriously a landlord partisan, and as for 
Mr. George Fotterell, he would like the 
Chief Secretary to point to a single case 
where he sacrificed a penny in the interest 
of the Irish tenant farmer. He knew of 
no case where Mr. Fotterell was actuated 
by any desire to benefit the tenants at 
all. He was simply desirous of increasing 
his own professional business and of earn- 
ing the 2 per cent. to which he was en- 
titled for every purchase transaction 
which he was instrumental in bringing 
about between landlord and tenant. He 
would ask the Chief Secretary, Did the 
Report of the Cowper Commission—a 
Commission which, to a large extent, was 
analogous to the present one—stop the 
land agitation in Ireland? It did not; 
neither would the Report of this Com- 
mission. The result of the Report of this 
Commission would be exactly the same 
as that of the Cowper Commission, and 
instead of bringing about a cessation, it 
would be a fruitful source of continued 
agitation both on the part of the land- 
lords and tenants. 

Mr. COGHILL (Stoke-on-Trent) ob- 
served that he had had experience since 
he had been in Parliament of three Irish 
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Chief Secretaries—namely, the right hon. 
Member for West Bristol, the First Lord 
of the Treasury, and the present Chief 
Secretary—and he was bound to say that 
under the rule of the last-named right 
hon. Gentleman Ireland had been more 
peaceable and, as far as all outward 
evidence went, more prosperous than 
under that of his two predecessors. 
He was encouraged to take part in the 
discussion by the reference of the hon. 
Member opposite to English Members. 
On Saturday he was in an outburst of 
temper assailed by an hon. Gentleman 
near him for taking part in an Irish 
discussion. 

Mr. CARSON said he did not raise 
any objection to English Members 
taking part in the Debate, he simply 
recommended that they should under- 
stand the subject under discussion. 

Mr. COGHILL said he did not on a 
Saturday afternoon deem it his duty to 
weary the House with facts and figures 
which had been presented over and over 
again and were to be found in reference 
books. He had wished to make his 
remarks as short as possible, and if he 
might make a suggestion in reply it was 
that before he proceeded to lecture an 
English Member on the propriety of 
taking part in an Irish discussion, the 
hon. and learned Gentleman should 
qualify himself by becoming the repre- 
sentative of a popular constituency and 
not creep into the House by the back 
door of Dublin University. [‘ Hear, 
hear!”] He heartily agreed in the protest 
of the Chief Secretary in regard to 
the action of certain Unionist Members. 
When hon. Members on the other side 
urged claims against the British Ex- 
chequer he, though he might vote against 
the demand, quite understood their 
attitude, but he protested against Union- 
ist members joining in these attempted 
raids on the British Exchequer. He 
congratulated the Chief Secretary on his 
resistance and assured him that in con- 
tinuing this resistance to such insidious 
attacks he would retain the confidence 
and support of English and Scotch 
Members in spite of jeers and gibes and 
sarcastic sneers. 

Mr. P. C. DOOGAN (Tyrone, E.) 
said the Chief Secretary must not take to 
himself the credit for the present peace- 
ful state of Ireland ; the present state of 
peace was due to the poverty of Ireland, 
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the state of depression from which the 
country suffered and did not indicate 
that the people were reconciled to the 
administration of the Land Acts, for 
reductions in rents had not been in 
conformity with the fall in prices. The 
right hon. Gentleman claimed approval 
of the appointment of this Com- 
mission because he said if it had 
been otherwise there would have been 
a howl of dissent all over Ireland. 
From this he was glad to learn that the 
expression of public opinion had some 
weight with the right hon. Gentleman, 
but he must not conclude that because in 
the present condition of things there had 
been little agitation the Commission was 


approved. In excusing himself for not 
bringing forward measures for the 


material advantage of Ireland, the right 


hon. Gentleman could not see that 
legislation for University education 
was in that direction, but surely 


it could not be deemed that higher 
education had nothing to do with 
the material progress of a nation and 
the fact that four-fifths of the popu- 
lation were debarred from this higher 
education, certainly in his view retarded 
material progress. The primary educa- 
tion of the country was discussed last 
year, and some sharp criticisms were 
passed upon the national system. He 
would be glad to know if the right hon. 
Gentlemen had directed the attention of 
the National Commissioners to the points 
brought under discussion. 

*Toe CHAIRMAN OF WAYS anp 
MEANS said these were matters which 
should be raised on the Education Vote. 

Mr. DOOGAN said he was referring 
to this as a matter of general adminis- 
tration. Several Questions had been 
asked in the House on the Fee Grant 
and matters of that kind, and the answers 
of the Chief Secretary had not been 
satisfactory. 

*Toe CHAIRMAN or WAYS anp 
MEANS said the proper place to raise 
these questions was on discussion of the 
Education Vote. 

Mr. DOOGAN turning from that 
subject referred to the observations 
of the Chief Secretary upon the letter of 
his hon. Friend the Member for East 
Mayo. Without doubt it was of vital 
importance to the tenants of Ireland that 
their rights under the Land Act should 
not be frittered away at the instigation 
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of a combination of landlords, and a 
counter combination became necessary. 
Tf the industries of England had not been 
well organised and combined in trades 
unions, the rights of labour against 
capital would not be maintained in the 
safe position they now occupied, and in 
the same way tenants representing the 
main industry of Ireland must combine 
for protection. The Chief Secretary 
must not deceive himself by the apparent 
state of tranquillity in Ireland. Con- 
tinual disregard of the complaints of 
farmers of the Land Act administration 
would lead to an eruption of feeling, and 
again there would be a disturbed and 
turbulent Ireland to deal with. It must 
not be supposed that the state of Ireland 


was the result of Government adminis- | 


tration, it was the result of a keen 
struggle against poverty and ofdissensions 
among the Irish Party. 

Mr. DILLON said he was unaware 
that a discussion on the appointment 


of the Commission would have been in | 
order or he would have dealt with the | 
subject in moving the reduction of the | 


Vote. The Chief Secretary had made 
some singular and astonishing state- 
ments in his reply. 
why the Government had adopted the 
policy of appointing a Commission of 
inquiry, and he replied, because they 


thought it was the lesser evil as com- | 


pared with agitation on the part of 
landlords and tenants.. This was sur- 
prising when the history of the 
appointment of the Commission was 
recalled. The landlords started strong 
opposition when judicial rents were 


being fixed on reductions from the first | 
They appealed to the Prime 
words | 


term. 
Minister, who told them in 
already quoted to go home and agitate, 


because the party that did not agitate | 


would go to the wall. So then the 
great evil of agitation was started on the 
advice of the Prime Minister. In the 
letter from himself the Chief Secre- 
tary had quoted, he took up a 
position that he maintained that 
the present reduced rents were more 
difficult to pay, 
heavier urder the present prices of labour 
and produce than were the old rents 
before 1879. It was a practical truth, 
no farmer would deny. He pointed out 


that there was a combination of Irish 
jandlords, and that there were evidences 


Mr. Doogan. 
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that the pressure of their agitation was 
beginning to have effect, and he told the 
tenants that if they did not meet the 
combination of landlords by counter com- 
| bination theirinterests would goto the wall. 
He believed the Chief Secretary would 
find that this Commission would have no 
effect whatever in staying agitation in 
Ireland. The right hon. Gentleman had 
quoted certain resolutions which had 
been passed in the North of Ireland 
welcoming his inquiry, but he must have 
noticed that what they welcomed was a 
|fairly-constituted inquiry. There was 
no one on the tenants’ side who weuld 
object to a fair inquiry. On the con- 
| trary, they would be perfectly willing to 
meet it, although they would still hold to 
the opinion that it was an absurd policy 
to inquire in the second year into the 
| operations of a Court dealing with great 
interests. The reason for the outcry 
against this inquiry in Ireland was that 
it was given in answer to a request of 
the Irish landlords, which was based on 
the one ground that the reductions 
given by the sub-Commissioners were 
In all sincerity 
he asked the Chief Secretary whether, 
supposing the sub-Commissioners, who, 
it must be remembered, were all 
appointed by a landlord Government, 
had, in fixing the second term judicial 
rents, given no reductions at all and the 
tenants’ representative had demanded an 
inquiry, would they have got it? The 
right hon. Gentleman knew perfectly 
well that such a demand would have 
been absolutely refused. This inquiry 
was granted fcr the purpose of stopping 
the reductions of judicial rents given by 
Judges, every one of whom was named 
by the right hon. Gentleman himself. 
To grant such an inquiry for the purpose 
of checking, controlling and limiting 
the action of those Judges was, in their 
opinion, to pile injustice upon injustice. 
|The Court had been packed in the 
interests of the landlords. In saying 


Supply. 





that he did not mean to charge the 
right hon, Gentleman with packing 


the Court. He honestly believed he 
was guilty of no such intention, but 
that the circumstances of his surround- 
ings made it impossible for him to man 
the Land Courts either with impartial 
Judges or with an equal number of men 
representative of each side of this great 
question. Yet, in spite of the fact that, 
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by an enormous majority, they were | were landlords, he was informed, but he 
partisans of the landlords, they had been | knew nothing in their favour and nothing 
forced by the overwhelming strength of | against them. They were asked to accept 
the case to give these reductions, and_/| blindly the assurances of the right hon. 
it was an absolute injustice to appoint | Gentleman that the English members of 
a Commission to override what they had | the Commission were strictly impartial, 
done in the interests of the landlords. | but if they judged them by that part of 
He had a word or two to say with regard | the Commission which they knew, then 
to the composition of the Commission. | he was bound to say that he pitied the 
The right hon. Gentleman had taken one | fate of the Irish tenants if their fate 
gentleman who was a very particular | was to be dependent on the Commission. 
friend of his own and a man of the| He took the strongest exception to the 
strictest integrity and honour, but it was| argument that because there was peace 
preposterous to represent him as a) in Ireland at the present time, therefore 
partisan of the tenants. He was nothing | there was contentment. The Irish people 
of the sort. He was a professional| never were more discontented, and he 
gentleman who had taken neither side, | defied the right hon. Gentleman to go to 
who had acted as the employé of the/| any place outside Belfast and one or two 
landlords, and who had, notoriously, | other large places in the north, and 
conducted the greater part of the|obtain at a public meeting a vote of 
business for the landlords under the | approval of his administration or legisla- 
Ashbourne Acts. As for the other| tion, He was sorry that the Unionist 
Irishman, he was not only a partisan of | Government had not availed themselves 
the landlords, but actually had recently|of the interval of peace to pass some 
been a suitor before the Court which he| really beneficial legislation for Ireland. 
was now to be called upon to try. He} Mr. MICHAEL AUSTIN (Limerick, 
thought that wasanindecentappointment.| W.) wished to call attention to one 
This man, who was notoriously in Ireland, | department of the Vote, and that was 
one of the most rabid, hot tempered and | the Board of Control. 

unreasonable partisans of the landlord; *Tuzs CHAIRMAN or WAYS anp 
cause in the whole of the country, was} MEANS intimated that he could not 
put into a position which he would | raise the question of the Board of Control 
venture to say, he was absolutely and|on the present Vote. 

utterly unsuited for. He might just as} Mr. AUSTIN said he would raise the 
well have taken one of the most active | question later on. 

and prominent Members from those| Mr. JAMES JOHN SHEE (Water- 
Benches and put him in that position. | ford, W.) reminded the Committee that 
So much for the Irish membersof the Com- | in December last it was the duty of the 
mission. What of the English members ?)| Chief Secretary to select a large number 
The right hon. Gentleman had selected a | of sub-Commissioners for the administra- 
Judge whom he knew to be a man of the} tion of the Land Acts in Ireland. He 
very highest character in every respect, but | believed he was correct in saying that 
he very much doubted whether an English | of the whole sub-Commissioners, two- 
Judge, accustomed to the ordinary pro- | thirds, or about 60 in all, were appvinted 
cedure of the English law, was the best| by the Chief Secretary. lf they were 
person to preside over a Commission | not to take it that the right hon. Gentle- 
which was to investigate and report upon|man exhausted the entire number of 
a code of the most complicated laws | impartial persons, they must come to the 
which was as different from anything| conclusion that in making the appoint- 
known to the English law as one thing) ments he had selected persons who 
could possibly be from another. He|admittedly were not impartial. The 
thought it would be found that Mr.|hon. Member for East Mayo had 
Justice Fry would be utterly at sea, and | referred to the history of the appoint- 
would not be at all suited by his previous | ment of this Royal Commission. When 
training for the work he had been asked | the Irish landlords visited London for 
to undertake. As to the other two)the purpose of interviewing the Prime 
gentlemen, they had no surety whatever| Minister, they were told by Lord 
that they would not be very strong) Salisbury that a Commission would be 
partisans of the landlord interest. They’ very inefficient to attain the ends they 
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had in view. Perhaps he might give 
an explanation which would account for 
the change. On that very occasion 
when the Prime Minister told the depu- 


tation that he regarded a Royal Com- | 


mission as a very inefficient instrument 
for the objects they had in view, he also 
used the remarkable words which had 
been quoted that the party or body of 
persons which did not agitate would go 
to the wall. Acting on that recom- 
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Government Board, though he received 
no separate salary for that office. 

*ToeE CHAIRMAN or WAYS anp 
/'MEANS: I have ruled that the hon. 
‘Member is out of order. The question 
ought to be raised on the Local Govern- 
ment Board Vote. 

Mr. SHEE said that he would not 
pursue the point. The effect of the 
appointment of the Royal Commission 
‘had been that within the last year a 





mendation the influential deputation | complete transformation had taken place 
representing the landowners’ convention |in the percentage of the reductions 
went back toIreland,and what happened ?| granted by the sub-Commissioners. 
Steps were taken to summon a large con-| Where, in the south of Ireland, the sub- 
vention of landlords, and at that con-|Commissioners were last year giving 
vention a resolution was passed calling treductions of 30 per cent., now they gave 


on the Government to appoint a Com-/ reductions averaging less than 20 per 
mission 


to inquire into the alleged | cent. On some estates the reduction 
enormous reductions given by the/ granted by the sub-Commissioners had 
sub-Commissioners. Soon after the|been much less than the voluntary 


Government decided to appoint the | abatements considered a year ago by the 
Commission. In considering the personnel | landlords. The sub-Commissioners and 
of that Commission, the Chief Secretary | tenants both realised that the Royal 
had to resort to the expedient of putting | Commission was appointed to serve the 
on one man to balance the other. But | landlords’ and not the tenants’ interests. 
Mr. Fotterell, who was supposed to be the 
representative of the tenants’ interests, 
had never been known to take the 
tenants’ side publicly, while Dr. Traill, 
the representative of the landlords, was 
well known as an active partisan of| Dr. TANNER (Cork, Mid.) said that 
landord interests. Then Mr. Fotterell | as the axe of the Executive was to fall in 
was solicitor to a number of the men who | three-quarters of an hour, this Vote could 
took part in the deputation to Lord | only be discussed swb terrore. The Vote 
Salisbury in March last. The hon.|ought to be considered much more 
Member for Derby had asked why the | seriously than was now possible. It had 
Housing of the Working Classes Act| been deferred until the last moment, 
was not put in force in Waterford. The| when it was not possible that there 
reason was that the working men in|should be a full attendance of Irish 


On the return of the CHAIRMAN OF 
Ways Aanp Means, after the usual interval, 





Ireland had no votes for the municipal 
councils as they had in England. The 
same explanation applied to the non- 
application of the Labourers’ Acts in 
Treland. 
ricarde was the landlord there. In 
Limerick, Lord Clarina was a member 
of the Board of Guardians, and he de- 
clared last year that any man in his 
employment who took possession of a 
house erected by the Board of Guardians 
would be dismissed. 

*Toe CHAIRMAN or WAYS anp 
MEANS: I do not see how this arises 
out of the Vote for the Chief Secretary’s 
salary. There isa separate Vote for the 
Local Government Board. 

Mr. SHEE said that the Chief Secre- 
tary was President of the Irish Local 


Mr. James John Shee. 


As to Lough Rea, Lord Clan- | 


|Members. He was not prepared to 
| beslaver the Chief Secretary, whose swa- 
'viter im modo- possibly excelled his 
fortiter in re. What had the right hon. 
Gentleman done? He had done little 
else than answer questions during the 
present Session. 

*TuHE CHAIRMAN or WAYS anp 
MEANS pointed out that this was not 
an administrative action. 

Dr. TANNER said that the only 
administrative work accomplished by the 
Chief Secretary consisted of the Land 
Act of last year and the Labourers’ 
Bill. 

*Tue CHAIRMAN or WAYS anpD 
MEANS observed that neither of those 
/were administrative Acts. They were 
| both legislative. The action of the Chief 
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Secretary in bringing in Bills or his 
omission to bring in Bills could not be 
discussed upon this Vote. 

Dr. TANNER said that in view of 
the Chairman’s ruling he would confine 
his remarks to the subject of the Royal 
Commission that had been appointed to 
inquire into the administration of the 
Land Acts. The (Government had 
appointed 43 temporary sub-Com- 
missioners and 28 permanent Com- 
missioners. ThetemporaryCommissioners’ 
position would depend upon the findings 
of the new Commission that had been 
appointed. That could hardly fail to 
influence them, and it looked as if the 
object of the Government was to bring 
pressure to bear upon these sub-Com- 
missioners. Already they were raising 
rents, and the same reductions as were 
given a few months ago were no longer 
being given. Mr. Fotterell, who had been 
appointed on the Royal Commission, had 
been employed by some landlords as their 
local agent. The position of the tem- 
porary sub-Commissioners was very 
precarious, and he believed that the 
appointment of the Royal Commission 
was the result of a conspiracy on the 
part of the landlords. The appointment 
of the sub-Commissioners— 

*THe CHAIRMAN or WAYS anp 
MEANS: The question of the nomina- 
tion of the sub-Commissioners ought to 
be raised on the Vote for the Land Com- 
mission. It is only the Royal Commission 
that can be discussed in this Vote. 

Dr. TANNER said that the adminis- 
trative Acts of the Chief Secretary came 
to next to nothing, and it was difficult to 
find fault with nothing. A cypher re- 
presented what the Chief Secretary had 
done. Theright hon. Member believed that 
things were going on smoothly in Ireland, 
but he was in error. The right hon. 
Member ought to do more for his salary. 
He hoped that before very long the right 
hon. Gentleman would come down and 
pay some personal attention to the 
country, notably to the western portion 
of the district he represented. If he 
did so he expected they would get more 
work and less promises from the right 
hon. Gentleman. After all fine words 
buttered no parsnips. [ZLaughter.] He 
had got a good deal out of some of the 
right hon. Gentleman’s predecessors, and 
it was by urging them to come down and 
give a little more personal investigation 
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to the subject. If that were done the 
people would not be so dissatisfied. 
They were called upon to pass a large 
and unmerited salary, for the right hon. 
Gentleman did little in Ireland except 
paying attention to His Excellency the 
Lord Lieutenant, andoccasionally getting 
himself up in gala dress. 

Mr. J. GILHOOLY (Cork Co., W.) 
said he had put some questions to the 
right hon. Gentleman in regard to 
Crookhaven Pier, and the answer had 
been that the pier was private property. 
He urged the right hon. Gentleman to 
use his influence with the Congested 
Districts Board in order that this pier 
might be put in an efficient state of 
repair. 

*THe CHAIRMAN or WAYS anp 
MEANS said the proper place to raise 
a question connected with the Congested 
Districts Board would be when the Vote 
for that Board was taken. 

Mr. GILHOOLY, continuing, said 
he wished to refer to the action which 
the right hon. Gentleman approved of 
in connection with the breaking up of 
a public meeting in the West of 
Ireland. They were told that they 
were to have the same treatment as 
Scotland or England, but he would 
remind the Committee that the action of 
the dockers in the East-end and the 
miners in Durham had gone far beyond 
the action of the men who took part in 
the meeting in Ireland which had been 
broken up. The right hon. Gentleman 
would not be able to govern Ireland by 
brute force. With regard to the new 
Royal Commission to inquire into the 
Land Acts, he denied that Mr. Fotterell 
was a friend of the tenants. The people 
of Ireland would not be contented if the 
finding of that Commission were such as 
to deprive the tenant farmers of Ireland 
of the fruits of their industry. 

Dr. TANNER said he wished to point 
out that the right hon. Gentleman the 
First Lord said on the point of order 
that no question could be discussed on 
the Appropriation Bill which could not 
be discussed in Supply. 


Question put, “ That Item A (Salaries) 
be reduced by £1,000, in respect of the 
salary of the Chief Secretary.” 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 45; 
Noes, 121.—(Division List, No. 359). 
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Mr. MICHAEL AUSTIN (Limerick, 
W.) said he wished to direct attention to 
a department which the Chief Secretary 
said did not come within this Vote. He 
would like to know how the Committee 
was to get at the Board of Control? 

*Tue CHAIRMAN or WAYS anv 
MEANS: The Board of Control is not 
under the control of the Chief Secretary. 
He is not responsible for that Depart-| 
ment. | 

Mr. AUSTIN: I should like to ask 
who is? | 

*Twe CHAIRMAN or WAYS anp| 
MEANS: Nobody is responsible. It was 
set up under Statute, and it is not re-| 
sponsible to this House. | 

Mr. AUSTIN: Notwithstanding what 
the decisions of the Board of Control | 
may be, we have no control over them?! 

*Tue CHAIRMAN or WAYS anp|\ 
MEANS: That is the decision of Parlia-| 
ment. 





Original Question put, and agreed to. 


Cuass III. 


4. Motion made, and Question pro- 
posed, 





“That a sum, not exceeding £765,017, be 
granted to Her Majesty to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the charge which will 
come in course of payment during the year 
ending on the 31st day of March 1898, for the 
Expenses of the Royal Irish Constabulary.” 


Mr. DILLON rose to move the reduc- 
tion of the Vote by £200,000. He said 
that as a body the Royal Irish Constabu- 
lary was in reality an army of occupa- 
tion. It cost £1,400,000 per annum to 
police a diminishing population of 43) 





millions. In England there were about | 
28 millions of population, and if the) 


police in England cost the same amount} 
per head, the cost of policing England 
would be between seven and eight mil- 
lions per annum. That did not give the| 
full idea of the extravagance and iniquity | 
of the system, because the Irish popula- 
tion was mainly rural, and of course a| 
mainly rural population required a very 
much smaller proportion of police than a 
mainly urban population; and he had 
no hesitation in saying that if the calcu- 
lation was made on the proportion of 
population in England and Ireland, it 
would take at least £10,000,000 a year 
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to police the English people on the same 
scale the Irish people were policed. But 
there was another aspect of the question. 
In 1844 the Royal Irish Constabulary 
cost about £400,000 per annum, and the 
population of Ireland was 84 millions. 
Now with a population of 4} millions the 
constabulary cost more than three times 
that amount. It did not require very 
much argument to show that there must 
be some monstrous extravagance in an 
expenditure like that. The main part 
of the duty of the constabulary had been 
to support the landlords in exterminating 
the people. Nothing showed the good 
taste of the Government more than the 
fact that they chose a squadron of the 
Royal Irish Constabulary to represent 
Ireland in the Jubilee procession. It 
would not have been possible to do any- 
thing more characteristic of the whole 
course of British Government in Ireland. 


Supply. 


It being Ten of the Clock, the Chair- 
man, in pursuance of the Order of the 
House of the 29th day of January last, 
proceeded to put the Questions necessary 
to dispose of the outstanding Votes in 
the Commiti¢e of Supply. 


Question put accordingly. 


The Commiitee divided :—Ayes, 136 ; 
Noes, 48.—(Division List, No. 360). 


Cuass I. 
5. £10,000, Supplementary, for Art 
and Science Buildings, Great Britain. 


6. Motion made, and Question put, 


“That a Supplementary sum, not exceeding 
£3,000, be granted to Her Majesty, to defray 
the charge which will come in course of pay- 
ment during the year ending on the 3lst day 
of March 1898, for Expenditure in respect of 
Diplomatic and Consular Buildings.” 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 150; 
Noes, 37.—(Division List, No. 361). 


7. £80,000, Supplementary, for Public 
Buildings, Great Britain. 


Cuass_ II. 
8. Motion made, and Question put, 


“That a sum, not exceeding £28,900, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the charge which will 
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come in course of pa 
ending on the 31st day of March 1898, for the 
Salaries and Expenses of the Department of 
Her Majesty’s Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, including a Grant in Aid of certain 
Expenses connected with Emigration.” 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 135; 
Noes, 48.—(Division List, No. 362). 


9. £36,200, to complete the sum for 
Works and Public Buildings Office. 


10. Motion made, and Question put, 


“That a sum, not exceeding £13,000, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the charge which will 
come in course of payment during the year 
ending on the 31st day of March 1898, for 
Her Majesty’s Foreign and other Secret 
Services.” 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 143 ; 
Noes, 44.—(Division List, No. 363). 


11. Motion made, and Question put, 


“That a.sum, not exceeding £2,771, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the charge which will 
come in course of payment during the year 
ending on the 3lst day of March 1898, for 
the Salaries and Expenses of the Household 
of the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland.” 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 134 ; 
Noes, 50.—(Division List, No. 364). 


12. £10,407, to complete the sum for 
tegistrar General’s Office, Ireland. 


13. £6,649, to complete the sum for 
the Valuation and Boundary Survey, 
Ireland. 


Cuass IT. 
14. Motion made, and Question put, 


“That a sum, not exceeding £40,229, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the charge which will 
come in course of payment during the year 
ending on the 31st day of March 1898, for 
Criminal Prosecutions and other Law Charges 
in Ireland.” 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 138 ; 
Noes, 44.—(Division List, No. 365). 


15. £74,758, to complete the sum for 
Supreme Court of Judicature and other 
Legal Departments in Ireland. 
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16. £68,431, to complete the sum for 
Irish Land Commissicn. 


17. Motion made, and Question put, 


“That a sum, not exceeding £80,869, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the charge which will 
come in course of payment during the year 
ending on the 31st day of March 1898, for the 
Salaries, Allowances, Expenses, and Pensions 
of various County Court Officers, of Divisional 
Commissioners, and of Magistrates in Ireland, 
and the Expenses of Revision.” 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 137 ; 
Noes, 46.—(Division List, No. 366). 


18. Motion made, and Question put, 


“That a sum, not exceeding £65,491, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the charge which will 
come in course of payment during the year 
ending on the 31st day of March 1898, for the 
Salaries and Expenses of the Commissioner of 
Police, the Police Courts, and the Metropolitan 
Police Establishment of Dublin.” 


The Committee divided :—Ayesa, 138 ; 
Noes, 44.—(Division List, No. 367). 


19. Motion made, and Question put, 


“That a sum, not exceeding £69,096, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending 
on the 3lst day of March 1898, for the Ex- 
penses of the General Prisons Board in Ire- 
land, and of the Prisons under their control, 
and of the Registration of Habitual Criminals.” 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 137 ; 
Noes, 44.—(Division List, No. 368). 


20. £55,087, to complete the sum for 
Reformatory and Industrial Schools, Ire- 
land. 


21. £3,946, to complete the sum for 
Dundrum Criminal Lunatic Asylum, Ire- 
land. 


22. £2,500, Supplementary, Miscel- 
laneous Legal Expenses. 


Ciass IV. 


23. £15,984, to complete the sum for 
Scientific Investigation, ete. 
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24. Motion made, and Question put, 


Ways and 


“That a sum, not exceeding £66,059, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending 
on the 31st day of March 1898, for a grant in 
Aid of the Expenses of certain Universities and 
Colleges in Great Britain, and of the Expenses 
under The Welsh Intermediate Education Act 
1889.” 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 142 ; 
Noes, 38.—(Division List, No. 369). 


25. Motion made, and Question put, 


“That a sum, not exceeding £2,450, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending 
on the 31st day of March 1898, for a grant in 
aid of the expenses of the Queen’s Colleges in 
Ireland.” 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 162 ; 
Noes, 18.—(Division List, No. 370). 


26. £23,000, Supplementary, National 
Gallery. 


27. £18,000, Supplementary, Public 
Education (Ireland). 


Cuass V. 
28. Motion made, and Question put, 
“That a sum, not exceeding £1,000, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending 


on the 31st day of March 1898, for a grant 
in aid of the revenue of the Island of Cyprus.” 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 141; 
Noes, 37.—(Division List, No. 371). 


Cuass VI. 


29. £18,113, to complete the sum for 
Pauper Lunatics, Ireland. 


30. £8,640, to complete the sum for 
Hospitals and Charities, Ireland. 


Cuass VII. 


31. £2,048, Repayments to the Civil 
Contingencies Fund. 


32. Motion made, and Question put, 
“That a sum, not exceeding £80,000, be 


granted to Her Majesty, to defray the charge 
which will come in course of payment during 
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the year ending on the 31st day of March 1898, 
for a grant in aid of the expenses connected 
with the celebration of the Sixtieth Anniver- 
sary of Her Majesty’s Accession.” 


Means. 


The Committe divided :—Ayes, 162 ; 
Noes, 12.—(Division List, No. 372). 


ARMY (SUPPLEMENTARY) 1897-8. 
Motion made, and Question put,— 


“That a supplementary sum, not exceeding 
£200,000, be granted to Her Majesty, to defray 
the charge which will come in course of pay- 
ment during the year ending on the 31st day 
of March 1898, for additional expenditure in 
respect of the Garrison in South Africa on the 
following Army Services, viz. :— 

Vote 1. Pay, etc., of the Army 

(General Staff, Regiments, Re- 


serve, and Departments) £10,000 
Vote 6. Transport and Remounts 105,000 

Vote 7. Provisions, Forage, and 
other Supplies ; : ; 74,009 

Vote 8. Clothing Establishments 
and Services . ‘ : 3,000 
Vote 9. Warlike and other Stores 6,000 
Vote 10. Works, ete. 2,000 
Total £200,000. 


The Committee divided :—Ayes, 141 ; 
Noes, 32.—(Division List, No. 373.) 


Resolutions to be reported To-morrow. 


WAYS AND MEANS. 
Considered in Committee :— 


Resolved, That towards making good 
the Supply granted to Her Majesty for 
the service of the year ending on the 
3lst day of March 1898, the sum 
of £51,759,260 be granted out of the 
Consolidated Fund of the United 
Kingdom.—(The Chancellor of the 
Exchequer.) 


Resolutions to be reported To-morrow. 


Dr. CLARK said that a portion of this 
money was the salary of the First Lord 
of the Treasury. 

*Toe CHAIRMAN or WAYS anv 
MEANS said the Committee of Supply 
had decided to vote that sum; therefore 
the question could not be raised now. 


Dr. CLARK wished to speak upon a 





| 


matter of policy. 
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*Tum, CHAIRMAN or WAYS anp CONSTABULARY (IRELAND) BILL. 
MEANS remarked that any discussion| Taz FIRST LORD or raz TREA- 
which was relevant could take place. SURY moved the Second Reading of this 


é Bill. 
Dr. CLARK desired to ask what course Me. DILLON asked for some explana- 


the First Lord of the Treasury intended | tion of the Measure. 

to take as to the Reports of Supply? Mr. GERALD BALFOUR remarked 
"Tae CHAIRMAN or WAYS ann| ‘hat the object of the Bill was explained 

MEANS said that that was not relevant|; 07, Nee he ee ee 


eee é issued. A private Act was passed last 
to the Motion he had just put. Session extending the boundaries of 


Dr. TANNER asked if they were to Belfast, which extension would take effect 
understand that this large sum was te be ig pray aged next, and ny er age 
TRIG a> 9,5 it would be necessary to increase the 
— bs slit discussion f police force of Belfast. The cbject of the 
*Toe CHAIRMAN or WAYS anp! Bill was merely to remove the limits on 
MEANS said that this was a matter | the force imposed by the Act of 1865. 
which had now been discussed for 23|, Dr. TANNER thought they should 
days. have time to look into the matter, and, 
af: a Ts |seeing that the right hon. Gentleman 
Dr. TANNER asked, was he not right | had been met in Committee of Supply, 
in saying that since 10 o’clock the major |he would suggest that the First Lord of 
portion of this money had been voted, | the Treasury should postpone the Second 
and whether, as there had been no dis- | Reading of the Bill till the following day. 


cussion of the Votes, they could now be | 

discussed ? | 
*Tuz CHAIRMAN of WAYS anp| SUPREME COURT OF JUDICATURE 

MEANS: No; this does not apply to | : xaes-ganig x 

the moneys voted since 10 o’clock. The | enhatineiie dati 


moneys voted since 10 o’clock are under | Motion made, “That the Bill be read 
+ ’ 7 . 


£2,000,009, but this is a sum of over! a Vhird time.”—(Mr. Gerald Balfour.) 
£51,000,000. 








_ Mr. DILLON objected, as there were 
/matters to be considered on the Report 
stage. 

———— *Mr. SPEAKER: I asked the question, 

“Are there any Amendments?” and 

SUPPLY [23rp JULY]. | waited for reply. Then the Motion was 

neh jiatanwil dc) i ae made and Question put, that the Bill be 

ES ae ea Read a Third time, ra that is the Ques 
tion before the House. 

Mr. DILLON thought the Chief 
Secretary had acted most unfairly. . Is: 
discussion in Committee the right lon. 
| Gentleman promised to consider on the 

| Report stage an important question in 
—_— relation to the status of certain unfor- 
tunate clerks in Dublin which a part of 
SUPPLY [277m JULY}. | this Bill would affect. He was surprised 
Report deferred till To-morrow. ' therefore that no explanation had been 
made. Certainly the right hon. Gentle- 

——- man created an impression that he would 

| attempt to draft an Amendment to safe- 

SUPPLY [i9rm JULY]. | guard the interests of these officials. It 
Report deferred till ‘To-morrow. | was hardly honourable to go back from 


VOL. LI. [rourtn sErqes. | = 


Resolution agreed to. 


SUPPLY [29tn JULY]. 
Report deferred tili To-morrow. 
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Supreme Court of 


that pledge and allow the Bill to proceed. 
If he had thought the right hon. Gentle- 
man was going to play a trick of that 
kind—[Cries of “Order!” ]— 

*Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. Member will 
contine himself to Parliamentary lan- 
guage. 

Mr. DILLON unreservedly withdrew 
the expression. The Chief Secretary 
must see that they had not been quite 
fairly treated after they had withdrawn 
an Amendment in Committee on the 
understanding that on Report stage a 
proposal would be made having in view 
the object aimed at by the Amendment. 
He referred to the case of some 14 or 15 
unfortunate assistants or clerks, many of 
whom had been in the service for 20 
years uf the Bankruptcy Court, and who 
when this precious Bill, introduced mainly 
to increase the salary of the Judge, be- 
came law, would be kicked out of their 
occupation without any compensation, 
owing to the abolition of the office of 
one of the assignees. 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR said he was 
sorry the hon. Gentleman should consider 
himself unfairly treated. The hon. Mem- 
ber had not quite correctly represented 
the understanding arrived at in Com- 
iittee. He said he would himself con- 
sider in the interval before the Report 
stage whether it would be possible to give 
effect to the suggestion of the hon. Mem- 
ber, that the staff of the assignee should 
receive a similar pension to that given 
by the Bill to officers of the Court, but he 
had added he feared it would not be 
found possible to do so. He had given 
careful consideration to the subject and 
had come to the conclusion that it would 
be absvlutely without precedent to 
attempt to do anything of the kind. The 
staff of the assignee were paid by the 
assignee, they were not public servants, 
they were not paid by public money, and 
they might be discharged at any time 
subject to any contract they might have 
entered into with the assignee. To 
attempt in an Act of Parliament to give 
them what they did not possess would be 
to bind the assignees of the Court to 
retain services they might think it neces- 
sary to dispense with, and would be unfair 
to the public. He trusted these assis- 


tants would not suffer in the way the hon. 
Member anticipated. One of the assignees 
being dispensed with it should not neces- 
sarily follow that the whole staff would 


Mr. Dillon. 


{COMMONS} 








Judicature (Ireland) Bill. 164 


go. He had given the best consideration 
he could to the subject with this result. 

Mr. MACNEILL said he certainly had 
the impression that in the discussion on 
Saturday there was a definite under- 
taking given that the case of these men 
would be favourably considered, the usual 
honourable understanding well under- 
stood in the House. He regarded the Bill 
as the perpetuation of jobbery, but at 
least it should not be made the instru- 
ment for depriving these poor men of 
employment. True, they had not an 
oiicial status entitling to pension, but in 
practice they had a well recognised posi- 
tion. No fewer than eight men were 
affected by this, which meant actual ruin 
to them. Though not legally permanent 
cfficials he contended that they were 
practically permanent officials, standing 
in the same position to the latter as the 
uncovenanted Civil Servants stood to the 
covenanted Civil Service of India. It was 
an ordinary and recognised system that 
vested interests should be respected. 
They were respected to such a degree 
that men whose offices were abolished 
got far more pay than they would sup- 
posing their offices were maintained. The 
amount that would come out of the 
Treasury to pay these men a poor retiring 
allowance and keep them after the lapse 
of 20 years in the discharge of honour- 
able work under certain stated under- 
standings, was not a sum that shouid 
weigh for a moment with the English 
Legislature. He could understand the 
feeling of ruin and despair which would 
come upon these men if their incomes 
were taken away for no fault of their own 
It was heart-breaking to see kon. Gentle- 
men bandying thousands and thousands 
of public money, and at the same time 
passing Measures which ruined the poor 
because they were poor. He protested 
against that injustice to humble indivi- 
duals. He appealed to the Chief Secre- 
tary to consider the case. The Chief 
Secretary in this matter had certainly 
gone very near to the verge of breaking 
faith with Irish Members. 

Tue CHANCELLOR or tuz EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir Micuagn Hicks Beacu, 
Bristol, W.) assured the hon. Member 
that there was no desire on the part of 
the Government to do an injustice to 
these men. They were in the employ- 
ment, not of the Government, wut of the 
Official Assignee. As was frequently the 
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case in the Civil Service—say the Bank- 
ruptcy Department of the Board of Trade 
—the head of a Department employed 
his clerks just like a private solicitor. 
The clerks were responsible to him, and 
not to the Government, and they were 
not entitled iike ordinary Civil Servants 
io pensions. There was no expectation, 
however, that these men would lose their 
employment. The work must still con- 
tinue, and he believed that there was 
every reason to believe that their em- 
ployment would continue. He assured 
hon. Members that if it was not con- 
tinued the Government would endeavour 
to deal as favourably as they could be 
dealt with. 

Dr. CLARK said that the hon. Member 
for the University of Dublin had sug- 
gested words to conserve such rights as 
these men had, and he understood that 
the Chief Secretary intended to consider 
the Amendment. Would the compensation 
to be allotted to the official assignee in- 
clude the salaries of his clerks? 

THe CHANCELLOR or tHe EX- 
CHEQUER: To be put into his own 
pocket ? 

Dr. CLARK: Yes. 

THE CHANCELLOR or 
CHEQUER: Certainly not. 

Mr. HENRY KIMBER (Wandsworth) 
thought that there was a good deal in 
what had been urged by hon. Gentlemen 
opposite. It was part of an evil which 
touched the whole Civil Service of the 
country. The fact that the official 
Assignee in Bankruptcy was allowed a 
lump sum by the Treasury for the pur- 
pose of paying assistants was not a 
reason why, after those persons had been 
employe for 13 or 14 years, they should 
not be considered as public servants. 
These clerks were paid by the Public 
Trustee out of the sums paid to him from 
the public purse. [The CHanceior of 
the Excnmgurr: “ No!”] Then they were 
paid out of the fees contributed by the 
public. In derogation of the ordinary 
practice with respect to the Civil Service, 
it was becoming usual to pay lump sums 
to heads of Departments, out of which 
they allowed certain salaries to persons 
whose employment was supposed io be 
temporary. According to the return 
which he asked for, it had been found 
that some of these persons had been em- 
ployed as consistently and progressively 
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as if they had been ordinary Civil Ser- 
rants, and there was no reason why they 
should not be entitled to the same rates. 
*Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. Member is 
now entering upon a general discussion 
of a wide subject which is not material 
to the Bill. 

Mr. KIMBER said that these people 
deserved the sympathy of the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer. 

Mr. DENIS KILBRIDE (Galway, 
N.) said that the Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer’s promise to consider the posi- 
tion of these gentlemen as far as he 
could was but poor cousolation. These 
men had looked upon themselves not as 
the employés of the official trustee, but 
almost vs Civil Servants. He asked that 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer should 
give these public servants the considera- 
tion they deserve !—that he would give 
them something more substantial than 
the pious opinion which he had ex- 
pressed. Would he be going too far in 
begging the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
to give these excellent people, these 
worthy officials—minor officials he ad- 
mitted-—a promise that their cases would 
not only be taken into consideration as 
far as official rules permitted, but that, 
on account of the special circumstances 
and the fact that they were going to 
change the judicial arrangements and 
amalgamate the Courts, these strict laws 
of the Treasury should not be adhered 
to, but that they would be dealt with in 
a more liberal manner than they had 
been led to expect. 

Tue CHANCELLOR of vue E&X- 
CHEQUER: Perhaps I may be able to 
put an end to this rumour. ‘The hon. 
Member will recollect that this Bill does 
not dispose of the money that will be 
saved by abolishing the Judgeships and 
the consequent reduction of staff. It will 
be necessary, I imagine, next Session for 
my right hon. Friend to ¢ropose some 
allocation of the money; and I under- 
take, if it should be found possible to 
deal fairly with these persons under the 
existing law, that their cases shall be 
considered. [“Hear, hear!” and 
“ Agreed ! ” 

Mr. FLYNN said, that having pro- 
posed this Amendment on Saturday, 
when they got from the right hon. Gen- 
tleman a distinct assurance, 2s he under- 
stood-—[cries of “No!”]---if not a dis- 
tinct assurance a modified assurance that 
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the case of these clerks would be con- | would have thought that that offer would 


sidered--— close the Debate; but, instead of that, 
Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: I gave no| hon. Members rose, one after the other, 
definite assurance. to continue the discussion. The Chancel- 


Mr. FILYNN said he did not say a| lor of the Exchequer’s suggestion was a 
definite assurance, but a modified assur- | conditional suggestion, and he trusted 
ance; and he confessed himself disap-| that hon. Members opposite would not 
pointed. They were now at the final} do so ill a service to their clients as to 
stage of the Bill, and it would soon pass| compel him to withdraw it. [“ Hear, 
out of their control; and he must say, | hear! ”] 
as the proposer of the Amendment, that 
he felt rather aggrieved because certainly Read a Second time, and committed 
he took the language of the Chief Secre- | for To-morrow. 
tary to be rather more definite and dis- | 
tinct than he seemed to allow now. He | 
would recall what occurred during the 
Home Rule Debates in 1893, when nO} AND TRANSFER (RE-COMMITTED) 
Gentlemen were more keen and ingenious BILL [u.1.]. 
than those now sitting on the front 
Treasury Bench in discovering and assert- 
ing the rights to compensation of every 
man in every possible department of the 
public service—whether Civil Servants} yoNDON UNIVERSITY COMMISSION 
or not. It did not lie in the mouths of BILL [u.1.]. 
right hon. and hon. Gentlemen who were 
so keen on that occasion to criticise the 
Irish Members for standing up for a 
small number of men in a quasi-official 
position in the office of the Assignee in | 





Committee deferred till To-morrow. 





Order for Second Reading Read, and 
discharged ; Bill withdrawn. 





Bankruptcy. ; LONDON UNIVERSITY COMMISSION 
Mr. SHEE rose to continue the | [EXPENSES]. 
Debate. | 


Order for Committee thereupon Read, 


Taz FIRST LORD or me TREA-| ay4 discharged. 


SURY, interposing, said he was bound | 
to say he did not think the way in which | 
hon. Gentlemen opposite had met the | 
Government was calculated to obtain) Qpppe . : a 
any concessions. What had occurred | ” eM ELA 
was precisely this. His right bon. Friend | ’ 
the Chief Secretary for Ireland gave on 
Saturday a perfectly distinct promise 
which hac been perverted, quite unin- | 
tentionally no doubt, by hon. Members | 
opposite, from the plain sense of the | yepoHANT SHIPPING (EXEMPTIONS 
words his right hon. Friend had used. FROM PILOTAGE) BILL [1.1.]. 

Hon. Gentlenen claimed compensation 


for certain clerks of the Official Assignee 
in Ireland. Those clerks were neither 
directly nor indirectly Government ser- 
vants ; and if the business of the Official 


Assignee had fallen off some of them ~ : 
would have been turned off without any of the House of the 15th day of July last, 


compensation at ali. The Government | Mr. Speaker adjourned the House without 


Mees: | Question put. 
had met the claim in no ungenerous or |} “ P 


niggardly spirit. His right hon. Friend | 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer had | Ilouse adjourned at Five Minutes 
gone beyond any precedent, and had | before One o’clock. 
offered terms no Government had ever be- | 
fore offered in similar circumstances. He | 


ed 


| As amended, considered; Read the 
| Third time, and passe.l. 


Committee deferred till To-morrow. 


Whereupon, in pursuance of the Order 


Mr. Flynn 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Tuesday, 3rd August 1897. 


HOWELL’S CHARITY. 

Her Majesty’s Answer to the Address 
of the 16th day of July last, delivered by 
the Lord Chamberlain (2. Zathom), and 
read as follows :—- 


“T have received your Address praying that 
I will withhold my assent to the scheme which 
relates to the Denbigh share of Howell’s 
Charity for girls’ schools in Wales: 

“T will comply with your advice.” 





GAME LICENCES (IRELAND). 

Tue Eart or MAYO asked Her 
Majesty’s Government whether, in view 
of the poaching and trespass in pursuit 
of game which prevailed in Ireland, and 
which, there was reason to know, was en- 
couraged by an insufficient application 


_of the Excise laws relating to game certi- 


ficates, gun licences, and to dealing in 
game without the necessary licences, they 
would take such steps as might secure 
stricter attention on the part of the Ex- 
cise authorities and officers enforcing 
these laws. He said that in consequence 
of the excessive poaching which had been 
going on in Ireland, and in consequence 
of the Excise authorities not having 
looked after the game licences as care- 
fully as they should do, preservers of 
game had been obliged to protect them- 
selves by the establishment of the Irish 
Game Protection Association, which had 
now been in existence for some years. 
Since it had been established, the game 
licences taken out had become much 
more numerous. He hoped that more 


care would be taken to see that people | 


who shot game were in possession of the 
£3 licence. At present it often hap- 
pened in the large towns of Ireland that 
a man would take out a licence, and, as 
no initials were inserted before the name, 
the licence was used, not only by the man 
who took it out, but by his brothers or 
others of the same name. 


Tue CHANCELLOR or tue DUCHY | 


or LANCASTER (Lord James or Here- 
rorD), replying on behalf of the Lord 
VOL. LII, [rourri series. ] 
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| Privy Seal, said that every effort was 
| made by the Excise authority to enforce 
‘the law as far as possible in the same 
| way as in Great Britain, but, owing: to 
| the fact that there was no establishment 
| for licences in Ireland, the staff of officers 
| available for the purpose was not large, 
and as each officer had consequently to 
‘cover a wider area, protection was more 
i difficult. The aid of the Constabulary 
| was called to the assistance.of the Excise 
| officers, and the number of detections 
| made in 1895 and 1896 were consider- 
able. In 1895, 994 persons were pro- 
secuted under the Game Laws in Ireland, 
/ and of these 716 were convicted. In 
1896, 560 persons were charged with the 
offence of poaching. The Board of Inland 
Revenue ordered prosecutions in all cases 
where the evidence was sufficient to sup- 
| port proceedings; and any representa- 
| tion made by the noble Lord with a view 
to stopping the evil of poaching would 
receive every attention from the Board. 








STANDING ORDERS. 

*Toe SECRETARY or STATE ror 
WAR (The Marquess of Lanspowng, on 
behalf of the Priore Mryisrsr), moved 
that Standing Orders Nos. XXXIX. and 
XLV. be considered in order to their 
being suspended for the remainder of the 
Session. 


Motion agreed to. 


Tus CHAIRMAN or COMMITTEES 
(The Earl of Mortzy) moved that the 
Standing Orders be amended as 
follows :— 


Nore. — The words struck through are to’ be 
omitted, and the words printed in Italics 
are to be inserted. 





Parr II. 
| Standing Orders, compliance with which is to be 
| proved before the Examiners. 


INTERPRETATION. 
| In these Orders (3 to 68 inclusive), unless the 
| context otherwise requires, 


’ 


| the term “railway” includes “tramroad,” 
| the term “lessee ’’ includes a person holding an 
agreement for a lease, and 


the term ‘‘ occupier’? applies only to. rate- 
payers and to other persons not being rate- 
payers whose interest in the premiscs 


H 





1 
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occupied is not less than that of a quarterly | 
tenant, 


the term “parish’’ means (as respects England | 
and Wales) a place for which a separate pocr | 


rate is or can be made or for which a separate | 


overseer is or can be appointed, and 


the term “district” with respect to the admini- 


strative County of London means any parish in | 
Schedule A. and any district in Schedule B. | 


of the Metropolis Management Act 1855, as 
amended by any subsequent Act. 


4, In cases of Local Bills of the Second Class, 
and of Local Bills of the First Class in respect 


to which plans are required to be deposited, | 


such notices shall also contain a description of all 
the termini, together with the names of the 
parishes, townlands, and 
parochial places from, in, through, or into which 
the work is intended to he made, maintained, 
varied, extended, or enlarged, or in which any 
land or houses intended to be taken are situate, 
and where any common or commonable land is 
intended to be taken, such notice shall contain 
the name of such common or commonable land (if 
any), and the name of any parish ox_towne 
ship. in which such land is situate, together 
with an estimate of the quantity of such 
common or commonable land proposed _ to | 
be taken, and shall state the time and place | 
of deposit of the plans, sections, books of refer- | 
ence, and copies of the Gazette notice re- 


spectively, with the clerks of the peace and 
sheriff clerks, and also with the officers respectively 
me eavaneed 6 in the Standing Order 29 


J 


camingiliilie teaiadealmaen as the case 


may be. 





Leave out Standing Orders 29 and 29¢, 











{LORDS} 


extra- | 
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DEPOSIT —-OT-TIINSs-ETC., Witt crrnk TO” 
URBAN AUTTINORNITY. 


Cosette the thereto ee 
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And insert new Standing Order 29. 


Deposit of Plans, Secticns, 
Reference. 
Where wider the powers of any Bill any work is 
witended to he made, 
enlarged, or any lands or leuses may be teken come 
pulsovily, or an improvement charge may be imposed 
«copy of so much of the said plans and secticus as 
relates to any of the areas hereinafter menticned, 
together with a copy of so much of the book of vefer- 
ence as relates to such area, shall, cn or before the 
30th day of November be deposited with the officer 
respectively hereinafter menticned, that is to say, in 
the case of — 
(a.) Any parish in the City of London, with the 
parish clerk of that parish : 
(b.) Any district of the Administrative County 
of London (outside the City of London) with 
| the clerk of the Vestry or District Board, as 
the case may be : 


and Books of 


maintained, varied, extended, or 


Any county borough, or other borough in 

England or Wales, with the town clerk: 

(d.) Any urban district in England or Wales, 
not being a borcugh, with the clerk of the 
district council : 

(e.) Any parish in England or Wales having a 

parish council, with the clerk of the parish 

council, or, if there is no clerk, with the 

chairman of that council : 

Any parish in England or Wales ecmpriscd 

ina rural district, and not having a parish 

covneil, with. the clerk of the district council : 

Any parish in Scotland, with the elerk of 

the parish council: 

(A.) Any royal or parliamentary burgh 
Scotland, with the town clerk : 

(i.) Any police burgh in Sectland, with the ekrk 

to the burgh commissi.ners : 

Any parish in Ircland, with the clerk of the 

union within which that parish is included : 

(k.) Any urban sanitary authority in dreland, 

with the cler/: of the sanitary authority. 


=P 


(f) 


in 


(J-) 


DEPOSIT OF PLANS, ETC., AT THE HOME OFFICE 

I CASE Ok DISTLEBBASCE OF BrBLal 
| GROUND ETC TAKING COMMON LAND and 
Board of Agriculture. 








30. Where by any Bill power is sought to 
take any churchyard, burial ground, or cemetery, 
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or any part thereof, or to disturb the bodies 
interred therein, or ‘where power is sought to 
take any common or commonable land, as the 
case may be, s a copy of so much of the 
plans, sections, and books of reference required 
by these Orders to be deposited in the Office of 
the Clerk of the Parliaments in respect of such 
Bill, as relates to such churchyard, burial 
ground, or cemetery, common, or commonable 
land, shall, on or before the thirtieth day of 
November, be deposited at the Office of tha 
Secretary ‘of State for the Home Department, 
and @ copy of so much cf the said plans, sections, 
and books of reference as relates to such common or 
commonable land shall on or before the said day be 
deposited at the office of the Board of Ayjriculture. 


DEPOSIT OF BILLS AT BOARD OF AGRICULTURE. 


336. On or before the twenty-first day of 
December a printed copy of every Local Bill 
which relates to the drainage of land in England 
or Wales, or which relates to the improvement 
of land in England, Wales, or Scotland, or to 
the erection, improvement, repair, maintenance, 
or regulation of any market or market place at 
which cattle are exposed for sale, or to any 
matter within the exclusive jurisdiction of the 
Board of Agriculture, or which proposes to alter 
the boundary of any county, urban district, 
urban sanitary district, parish, or any other 
administrative area in the United Kingdom, or 
whereby power is sought to take any common or 
commonable land shall be deposited at the Otfice 
of the Board of Agriculture. 


DEFINITION OF IMPROVEMENT AND LIMITS OF 
IMPROVEMENT AREA, 


456. In the case of Bills containing power to 
impose on any lands or houses, or to render any 
lands or houses liable to the imposition of any 
charge in respect of any improvement the plan 
shall define the improvement, and also the 
improvement area (being the limits within 
which the charge may be. imposed) ,-wrd-n-the 
cate—ot-a—street-improvemrent—the—piens—shetl 


sn Dod Ao bb ~ 1 14h 4. lin tof 
Te as 





- NOTICES TO BE GIVEN AND DEPOSITS MADE IN 


CASES WHERE WORK IS ALTERED WHILE 
BILL 18 IN PARLIAMENT. 


| 
61. Whenever, during the progress througk. | | 


the House of Commons of any Local Bill of the | 
Second Class originating in that House, any 
alteration has been made in any work authorised 
by such Bill, proof shall be given before the 
examiners that a plan and section of such 
alteration, on the same scale and containing the 
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same particulars as the original plan and section, 
together with a book of reference thereto, has 
been deposited in the Office of the Clerk of the 
Parliaments and with the clerk of the peace of 
every county, riding, or division in England or 
Ireland, and in the office of the sheriff clerk of 
every county in Scotland in which such altera- 
tion is proposed to be made, and where any 
county in Scotland is divided into districts 
or divisions, then also in the office of the 
principal sheriff clerk in and for each 
district or division in which such alteration 
is proposed to be made; and that a copy of 
such plan and section, so far as relates to 

any of ‘the ovens menticned in 
Standing Order 29, together with a book of 
reference thereto, has fe on 





<paeamate tha hakeh hemeenee 
+89+) been deposited with the oftcers respectively 
me ationed ins that order 


sien eS 1 sth a = 
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te—ef—the—metropolis_as_defined by the 
-or-oft—the-distriet—board, as the case may be, two 
weeks previously to the introduction of the Bill 
into this House ; and that the intention to make 
PUBLICATION such alteration has been published 
or Notice 1x previously to the introduction of 
GazerTe. the Bill into this House in the 
London, Edinburgh or Dublin Gazette, as the 
case may be, and for two successive weeks in 
some one and the same new spaper of the county 
in which such alteration i is situate, -or-tt-there-be 


beste th 





paper ot-somre otttty + > and 
apptication that application ‘in writing, as 
TO OWNERS, nearly as may be set forth in the 
constwtnone: Appendix marked (A.), was made 
proven. ° to the owners or reputed owners, 
lessees or reputed lessees, or in their absence 
from the United Kingdom, to their agents 
respectively, and to the occupiers of lands 
through which any such alteration is intended 
to be made; and the consent of such owners or 
reputed owners, lessees or reputed lessees, and 
occupiers, to the making of such alteration, shall 
be proved before the Examiner. Compliance 
with this Order shall not be 
appiT1oNaL necessary in the case of alterations 
PROVISION. made on petition for additional 
provision in the House of Commons. 


PETITION FOR 


New Standing Order 99a: 





Order in which Bills are to be considered. 


99a. Every Select Committee shall take the Bill 
or Bills first into consideration which shall have 
been named by the Committee of selection, and may 
Srom time to time appoint the day on which they 
will enter upon the consideration of each of the 
remaining Bills without reporting to the House auy 
adjournment of the Committee caused thereby. 
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Standing 
WITHDRAWAL OF OPPOSITION, 


102. In all cases of opposed Local Bills, in 
which no parties have appeared on the petitions 
against such Bills or having appeared have 


withdrawn their opposition before their case | 


has been fully opened, or whose locus standi has 
been disallowed, the Committees on such Bills 
shall report accordingly to the House, and such 
Bills shall thereupon be referred to the Chairman 
of Committees, to be dealt with by him as if 
originally unopposed. 


Costs. 


Provided that nothing in this Order contained 
shall prevent a Committee from requiring the| 
preamble of a Bill to be proved in any case in| 
which an application for costs has been made. | 

And make the concluding paragraph of this 
Order (102) into a separate Standing Order as 
102a, viz: 


DISCUSSION OF CLAUSES IN H.C. NOT TO PRECLUDRF 
OPPOSITION TO PREAMBLE IN H.L, 


102a. A petitioner against a Bill originating 
in the House of Commons, who has discussed 
clauses in that House, shall not on that account 
be precluded from opposing the preamble of the 
Bill in this House. 


{LORDS} 


’ 
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PROVISIONS WITH RESPECT TO HOUSES OCCUPIED 
BY LABOURING CLASS. 


111. * * a 


The expression “labouring class” sxebudes 
means mechanics, artisans, labourers, and 
others working for wages, hawkers, coster- 
mongers, persons not working for wages 
but working at some trade or handicraft 
without employing others except members 
of their own family, and persons other 
than domestic servants, whose income does 
not exceed an average of thirty shillings 
a week, and the families of any of such 
persons who may be residing with them: 
. e eo * * 


* * 


APPENDIX. 


ForM REFERRED TO IN STANDING ORDERS 
No. 11, anp No. 61. 


(A.) 








And make present Standing Order 102q¢ into 
102%. 


New Standing Order 105¢: 


County Council alleged to be injuriously affected | 
by Bill 


105c. Where the council of any administrative 
county or county borough petition against a Bill 
alleging that such county or county borough or 
some part thereof will be injuriously affected by the | 
Bill, it shall be competent for the Select Committee | 
to whom the Billis referred, if they think jit, to 
hear such petitioners or their counsel or agents and 
witnesses on such allegation against the Bill or any 
part thereof. 





IF WORK NOT COMPLETED WITHIN TIME LIMITED, | 
POWER TO CEASE. 


107. In every Local Bill by which any second | 
class work is authorised, a clause shall be inserted | 
to the effect that in case such work be not com- } 
pleted, within a period to be limited, all the | 
powers and authorities given by the Bill shall 
thenceforth cease and determine, save only as to 
so much of such work as has been completed 
within such time, with such provisions and quali- 
fications as the nature of the case shall require. 


Sir, 


We beg to inform you that application is 
intended to be made to Parliament in the 


| ° nee Pn 
, ensuing Session for ‘* An Act ”’ [here insert the 


title of the Act], and that the property men- 
tioned in the annexed schedule, Part I. or some 
part thereof, in which we understand you are 
interested as therein stated, will be liable to be 
taken compulsorily for the purposes of the said 
undertaking [and that the property mentioned 


|in the annexed schedule, Part II., in which we 
| understand you are interested as therein stated, 


will be liable to have an improvement charge 
imposed upon it.] 

We also beg to inform you that a plan and 
section of the said undertaking, with a book of 
reference thereto, have been or will be deposited 
with the several clerks of the peace [or principal 
sheriff clerks as the case may be] of the counties 


| of [specify the counties in which the property is 
| situate] on or before the 30th of November, and 


that copies cf so much of the said plan and 
section as relates to the parish [ 0r—eatee-pete 
chrrt-pinee, other area in accordance with the 
terms of Standing Order 29 as the case may be}, in 
which your property is situate, with a book of 
reference thereto, have been or will be deposited 
for public inspection with the [clerk-et : 


} £ 





pgrtops ror Such period shall not exceed in the 


Li 


1 Fen Pee ae a! Jae aseake 
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comPLEeTion. case of a new railway five years, 
of a new tramroad three years, and of a new 
tramway two years, and in the case of extension 


fl 
fil 








of time for the completion of a railway three 
years, of a tramroad two years, and of a tramway 
one year, unless the Committee on the Bill think 
Jit, in the special circumstances of the case, to allow 
a longer period. In the case of extension of time 
the additional period shall be computed from the 
expiration of the period sought to be extended. 


Lusk fs 4h. } er, 

Liowmn-cler-of-the—heyel-burch-or-eleri-ot-the 
. . . bat . “4 Ay 

sHien-nwhich-ereh—periehts-irreiided on othir 


officer in the said Order respectively mentioned, 
as the case may be}, on or before the 30th day 
of November, on which plan your property 
is designated by the numbers set forth in the 
annexed schedule, 
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SCHEDULE Rrererrep TO IN THE FOREGOING NOTICE, DESCRIBING THE PROPERTY 
THEREIN ALLUDED TO. 























PARISHES PARTLY LANDWARD AND PARTLY 
BURGHAL, ETC. 


In the event of a casual vacancy in the 
parish council of a parish which is partly land- 
ward and partly burghal, or comprises a police 
burgh or part of a police burgh, the following 
provisions shall have effect with respect to the 
tilling up of such vacancy (that is to say) :— 

The parish ccuncillors who are not mem- 
bers of such Landward Committee shall 
not be entitled to vote in filling up any 
casual vacancy in such parish council, 
except a vacancy caused by the death, 
resignation, or disqualification of a 
parish councillor who was not a member 
of such Landward Committee. 


Lorv TWEEDMOUTH moved to omit 
the clause. He said that the Bill came 
up from the House of Commons and in 
the form in which it passed the other 
House, without opposition, both the land- 
ward members of a Parish Council and 





a 


| Parish, or | | | 
| other area | | } 
| as the ae Number | 
— “Boren, on Description. Owner. | Lessee. Occur.ier, 
la 4 
—orests | Plans. | | 
—preecktel | | | 
Bane | | 
j | 
| 
| | Part I 
‘Property which may be taken | | 
compulsorily. | | 
| | 
| 
| | 
Paxr IT. 
| 
Property on which an im- 
provement charge may be | | 
imposed. ! | 
| | | | 
i, eS on ee 
PARISH COUNCILS (SCOTLAND) the burghal members of a Parish Council 
R (CASUAL VACANCIES) BILL. were allowed to elect to casual vacancies 
ead the Third time. amongst their own respective portions 
of the Parish Council. But when the 
Clause 2,— Bill reached their Lordships’ House the 
F : Secretary for Scotland raised an objec- 
PROVISIONS FOR FILLING UP CASUAL | tion——which had not been raised on be- 
VACANCIES IN PARISH COUNCILS IN 


half of the Scotch Office in the House of 
Commons—to the burghal members 
having the same privilege as the land- 
ward members of electing to casual 
vacancies in their portion of the Parish 
Council ; and, accordingly, the clause in 
its present form was adopted, providing 
that both the burghal and the landward 
members should vote in the election to 
vacancies in the burghal portion of the 
Parish Council. That was a provision to 
which the sanction of Parliament should 
not be given; and he, therefore, begged 
to move that Clause 2 be struck out of 
the Bill. 

Toe Marquess or LAUDERDALE 
hoped the House would not accept the 
Amendment of the noble Lord, for its 
effect would be to wreck the Bill. The 
landward members had independent 
duties to perform in which burghal mem- 
bers could not interfere. 
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Tue Marquess or LOTHIAN said he 
was at first inclined to agree with the 
noble Lord in the view that privilege 
granted to one portion of the Parish 
Council should be granted to the other 
portion. But he was assured that the 
two sections were not exactly alike. 

Tue SECRETARY ror SCOTLAND 
(Lord Batrovr) said the point in dispute 
was of very little importance, but he was 


not surprised that the noble Lord had | 


raised it, for the noble Lord had pur- 
sued the Bill with a virulence fitter for 
a larger cause. Both in private conver- 
sation and in correspondence he had con- 
sistently told all upon it concerned, that 
the proposal which had been struck out 
was one it was impossible for the Scotch 
Office to allow to pass, and that it had 


passed the House of Commons was an | 


accident for which he was not respon- 
sible. 


Question put, “That the clause stand 
part of the Bill.” 


The House divided :— 


CONTENTS ... 


= bo 


Nor Contents 


Tugs LORD CHANCELLOR (Lord 
Haussury): There not being 30 Members 
taking part in the Division, the question 
is adjourned until the next sitting of the 
House. 


PUBLIC HEALTH (SCOTLAND) BILL. 
Considered in Committee. 


Clause 1 ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 


» 


at 


Clause 


EXTENT AND COMMENCEMENT OF ACT. 


This Act shall extend to Scotland only, and 
shall, except in so far as otherwise expressly 
provided, come into operation on the first day 
of January after the passing thereof. 


Amendment made: Leave out “ except 


in so far as otherwise expressly pro- 
videl.”—(Lord Balfour.) 


Clause, as amended, ordered to stan? 
part of the Bill: 


{LORDS} 
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Clauses 3, 4, and 5 ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 


Clause 6,— 


FOWERS OF THE BOARD TO INQUIRE INTO 
SANITARY CONDITIONS OF ANY DISTRICT. 


It shall be lawful for the Board, upon 
written application by a parish council or ten 
| or more persons interested, or upon the report 
of any of the inspecting officers of the Board, 
| to inquire into the sanitary condition of any 
district or part of a district, and for this pur- 
pose the Board are hereby empowered to make 
inquiries, and require answers or returns to be 
|;made to the Board upon any question or 
matter connected with or relating to the pur- 
poses of this Act, and also by a summons, 
signed by one of their number or by the secre- 
tary, to require the attendance of all such per- 
sons as they may think fit to call before them 
upon any such question or matter, and to 
administer oaths to and examine upon oath 
j all such persons, and to require and enforce 
| the production upon oath of all books, con- 
| tracts, agreements, accounts, and writings, or 
| copies thereof respectively, in anywise relat- 
| ing to any such question or matter. 





«a 


| 

| Amendment made: Leave out “or 
more persons interested,” and insert 
“ratepayers.”—(Lord Balfour.) 


Clause 7 ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 


Clause 8,— 


POWER TO BOARD TO APPOINT COMMISSIONERS 
FOR CONDUCTING SPECIAL INQUIRIES. 





| It shall be lawful for the Board, whenever 
| it may seem fitting to them, to appoint some 
| person or persons, not being a member or mem- 
| bers of the Board, to act as a commissioner 
or commissioners for the purpose of conducting 
any special inquiry for a limited period, and 
to report thereon; and the Board shall 
delegate to every person so appointed for the 
purpose of conducting such inquiry such of the 
powers of the Board as they may deem neces. 
_sary or expedient for summoning or examining 
| witnesses and havers, and otherwise conduct- 
ing such inquiry; and it shall not be neces- 
sary to notify the appointment of any such 
| commissioner otherwise than by intimating the 
same by letter under the hand of the secretary 
or of any member of the Board to the sheriff 
of the county within which the inquiry in ques- 
tion is to be made; and every such commis- 
sioner shall be reimbursed by the Board for 
| all expenses necessarily incurred by Lim in con- 
| ducting such inquiry, and shall also receive 
such reasonable remuneration for his time and 
trouble as may have been agreed upon between 
him and the said Board, and approved of by 
| he Treasury. 


4 
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Amendment made: After “examin- 
ing,” insert “on oath.”—(Lord Balfour.) 


Clauses 9 to 17 inclusive ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 


Clause 18,— 


POWER OF ENTRY TO LOCAL AUTHORITY OR 
THEIR OFFICERS. P.H. 1867, s. 17. 


[ ALTERED. | 


Ii the local authority, or medical officer, or 
sanitary inspector have reasonable grounds for 
believing that nuisance exists in any premises, 
such local authority, or medical officer, or 
sanitary inspector may demand admission for 
themselves, the chiet constable or superinten- 
cent of police, or any other person or persons 
whom the local authority may desire to enter 
and inspect such premises, and, if necessary, 
to open up the ground of such premises, or 
for any or ali of them, to inspect the same at 
any hour between nine in the morning and 
six in the evening, or at any hour when the 
operations suspected to cause the nuisance are 
believed to be in progress or are usually carried 
on; and may cause the ground or surface to 
be opened, and the drains to be tested, or such 
other work to be done as may be necessary 
for an effectual examination of the said pre- 
mises; provided always, that if no nuisance 
be found to exist, the local authority shall 
restore the premises at their own expense, and 
if admission be refused, the local authority, or 
medical officer, or sanitary inspector may apply 
to the sheriff, or to any magistrate or justice 
of the peace having jurisdiction in the place, 
stating on oath such belief; and such sheriff, 
magistrate, or justice may, after intimation to 
the owner, occupier, or person in charge of the 
premises, by order in writing, require the oc- 
cupier or person having the custody of such 
premises to admit the local authority and others 
aforesaid ; and if such occupier or person refuse 
or fail to obey such order, he shall, on con- 
viction of such oftence, be liable to a penalty 
not exceeding five pounds; and on being 
satisfied of such failure or refusal, the sheriff, 
magistrate, or justice may grant warrant to 
such local authority, officers, or person or per- 
sons for immediate forcible entry into the 
premises ; and if no such occupier or person 
can be discovered, or if no person is found on 
the premises to give or refuse admission, the 
local authority or their officers may enter the 
premises without any order or warrant, and 
forcibly, it need be. 

Provided that if no nuisance be found to 
exist, the local authority shall restore the pre- 
mises at their own expense. 

Any order made by a sheriff, magistrate, or 
justice for the admission of the local authority 
or their officers or other persons under this 
section shall continue in force until the nuisance 
has been removed, or the work for which the 
entry was necessary has been done. 


Amendment made: After “owner,” 


jnsert “and.”"—(Zord Balfour.) 
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Clause, as amended, ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 


Clauses 19 to 21 inclusive ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 


Clause 22,— 


FROCEEDINGS BY LOCAL AUTHORITY WHEN 
NUISANCES ARE ASCERTAINED TO EXIST. 


In any case where the existence of a 
nuisance is ascertained to their satisfaction by 
the local authority, or where the nuisance in 
the opinion of the local authority did exist, 
and, although the same may have been since 
removed or discontinued, is in their opinion 
likely to recur or to be repeated, they may 
apply to the sheriff or to any magistrate or 
justice, by summary petition in manner herein- 
after directed, and if it appear to his satisfac- 
tion that the nuisance exists, or, if removed 
or discontinued, that it is likely to recur or 
to be repeated, he shall decern for the removal 
or remedy or discontinuance or interdict of the 
nuisance as hereinafter mentioned; provided 
that if it appear to the sheriff or magistrate 
or justice that the nuisance arose from the 
wilful fault or culpable negligence either of 
the owner or occupier of the premises, and that 
a notice in respect thereof had previously been 
served on such author, the sheriff or magistrate 
or justice may, in addition to making a decree 
as aforesaid, impose a fine not exceeding five 
pounds on such owner or occupier; provided 
that in the cases under Sub-section (6) and (8) 
in Section sixteen of this Act such application 
shall be made only on medical certificate as 
aforesaid, or on a representation by a parish 
council, or on a requisition in writing under 
the hands of any ten ratepayers of the district 
of the local authority, and that in these cases 
and the cases under Sub-sections (9) and (10) 
in said section, it shall be made only to the 
sheriff; and farther, that in the cases under 
Sub-section (11) in Section sixteen it shall not 
be necessary to cite any person as the author 
of the nuisance, but such application shall be 
proceeded with by the sheriff (to whom alone 
it shall be made) after such intimation to the 
collector of the churchyard or other dues, or 
to such other person as to the sheriff shall 
seem meet; and such person or persons as 
shall appear after such intimation shall, if the 
sheriff think proper, be allowed to be heard 
and to object to such application in the same 
manner as if he or they were the author of the 
alleged nuisance within the meaning of this 
Act. 


Amendment made: Leave out “ 


aforesaid.”—(Lord Balfour.) 


as 


Clause, as amended, ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 


Clauses 23 to 35 inclusive ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 
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DUTY OF LOCAL AUTHORITY TO COMPLAIN TO 
SHERIFF, ETC. OF NUISANCE ARISING FROM 
OFFENSIVE TRADE, 


upon a certificate by their medical officer, or | 
from a representation by a parish council, or 
on a requisition in writing under the hands of 
any ten ratepayers within the district that any 
trade, business, process, or manufacture carried 
on in anv manufactory, building, or premises, 
and causing effluvia is a nuisance or injurious. 
or dangerous to. the health of any of the in- 
habitants of the district, such authority may, 
if they think proper, and, if required by the | 
Board shall apply to the sheriff by summary 
petition, and if it appears to such sheriff that any 
trade, business, process, or manufacture carried 
on in such manufactory, building, or premises 
is causing a nuisance, or any efiluvia which is 
a. nuisance or injurious or dangerous to the | 
health of any of the inhabitants within the 
district, then, unless it is shown that the best 
practicable means have been used for removing 
the nuisance, or preventing or counteracting | 
the effluvia, the author of the nuisance, and | 
failing him the occupier and failing him the 
owner of the premises, shall be liable to a 
penalty not exceeding fifty pounds. | 

(2.) Provided that the court may suspend | 
its final determination on condition that the | 
person so offending undertakes to adopt, within | 
a reasonable time, such means as the court | 
may deem practicable, and may order to be | 
carried into effect, for removing the nuisance, | 
or mitigating or preventing the injurious or | 
dangerous effects of the effluvia. 

(3.) The local authority may, if they think | 
fit, on such certificate as is in this section men- 
tioned, cause proceedings to be taken in the 
Court of Session against any person in respect 
of the matters alleged in such certificate. 

(4.) The local authority may take proceed- 
ings under this section in respect of a manu- 
factory, building, or premises situate without , 
their district, so, however, that the summary 
proceedings shall be had before a sheriff hav- 
ing jurisdiction in the district where the manv- | 
factory, building, or premises are situate. 





Tue EARL or CAMPERDOWN moved | 


to omit the words in Sub-section (1) 


{LORDS} 


(1.) Where it appears to the local authority jthem. 
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however, that both the medical officer 
and the sanitary inspector were merely 
officials of the local authority, and 
that it was their duty to carry out any 
instructions which might be given to 
He thought the local authority 
should be permitted to obtain the know- 


‘ledge that these trades were objectionable 


in any way they saw fit. 

Lorp BALFOUR thought the clause 
would be better as it stood. When they 
were going to stop an offensive trade 
they ought to proceed with greater cir- 


| cumspection than in the case of an 


ordinary nuisance. This was part of the 
arrangement which had been come to 
after a great deal of discussion in the 
other House, and although he could not 
say that it was a matter of first class 
importance he should prefer the clause 
as it stood. 

THe Earn or GALLOWAY said he 
knew what difficulties there had been 
between the sanitary inspectors and the 
medical officers, but after what had been 
said by the noble Lord he would rather 
advise his noble Friend to withdraw his 
Amendment. 

Tue Eart or CAMPERDOWN said he 
would not press the Amendment, but he 
could not see any reason for fettering 
the action of the local authority. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
v 
Clauses 36 to 42 inclusive ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 


Clause 43,— 
INSPECTION AND DESTRUCTION OF UNSOUND 
MEAT, ETC. 

(1.) Any medical officer or sanitary inspector 


|or any veterinary surgeon approved for the 
purposes of this section by the local authority 


a upon 4 certificate by their medical | may at all reasonable times enter any premises 
efficer or from a representation,’ and | Within the district of the local authority, or 


to insert “or when it is represented | search any cart or vehicle, or any barrow, 


te the local authority.” His object was | 
to strike out the reference to a medical | 
officer. : The words “or sanitary in- 
spector” were originally in the clause, | 
but were struck out. For some reason , 
unknown to him the medical officers | 
wished to establish for themselves an in- | 
dependent position, or at all events a| 
superior position to that of the sanitary 
inspector under the Public Health Acts 
of Scotland. It seemed to 





him, 


. 
‘ 


basket, sack, bag, or parcel, in order to in- 

spect and examine and may inspect and 
examine 

(a) any animal, alive or dead, intended 

for the food of man which is exposed 

for sale, or deposited in any place or is 

in course of transmission for the purpose 

of sale, or of preparation for sale; and 

(5) any article, whether solid or liquid, in- 

tended for the food of man, and sold or 

exposed for sale, or deposited in any 

place or in course of transmission for 


= purpose of sale or of preparation for 
sale, 
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the proof that the same was not exposed or | 
deposited or in course of transmission for any | 
such purpose, or was not intended for the food | 
of man, resting with the person charged; and | 
if any such animal or article appears to such | 
medical officer or sanitary inspector or 
veterinary surgeon to be diseased, or unsound, 
or unfit for the food of man, he may seize and 
carry away the same himself or by an assistant, | 
in order to have the same dealt with summarily 
by a sheriff, magistrate, or justice. 

Provided that in the case of any proceeding 
under this section with regard to a living | 
animal the medical officer or sanitary inspector, | 
unless he is himself a qualified veterinary | 
surgeon, shall be accompanied by a veterinary | 
surgeon approved as aforesaid. 

The police force of each police area shall have | 
power to search carts or vehicles, or barrows, | 
baskets, sacks, bags, or parcels, and to assist | 
generally in executing and enforcing this | 
section. 

(2.) If it appears to a sheriff, magistrate, or 
justice, that any animal or article which has 
been seized or is liable to be seized under this 
section is diseased, or unsound, or unfit for 
the food of man, he shall condemn the same, 
and order it to be destroyed or so disposed of 
as to prevent it from being exposed for sale or 
used for the food of man; and the person to 
whom the same belongs or did belong at the | 
time of sale or exposure for sale, or deposit 
or transmission for the purpose of sale, or of 
preparation for sale, or in whose possession 
or on whose premises the same was found, 
shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding fifty | 
pounds for every animal or article, or if the 
article consists of food, vegetables, corn, bread. 
or flour, for every parcel thereof so condemned, 
unless he proves that he and the person acting | 
on his behalf (if any) did not know and could | 
not with reasonable care have known that it | 
was in such a condition, or where the proceed- | 
ings are before a sheriff, at the discretion of 
the court, if it finds that he has knowingly | 
and wilfully committed the offence, he shall ! 
be liable without the infliction of a penalty, | 
to imprisonment for a term of not more than 
three months with or without hard labour, 
and also to pay all expenses caused by the 
seizure, detention, or disposal thereof. 

Provided that if such person proves that the , 
animal or part thereof condemned as aforesaid 
was within a reasonable time prior to the 
seizure thereof examined upon the premises 
where the animal was slaughtered and. passed 
by a veterinary surgeon approved as aforesaid 
called in for the purpose, and who shall have 
granted a certificate of passing as nearly as 
may be as in the next sub-section provided, or | 


by a veterinary surgeon in terms of that sub- | 


section, he shall be exempt from penalty o1 | 
imprisonment under this section for such 
offence. 

(3.) Each local authority, or two or more 
local authorities in combination may, if they 
think fit, appoint a place or places within its 
district or their districts, and fix a time or 
times at which a veterinary surgeon approved 
as aforesaid shall attend for the purpose of 
examining any animal alive or dead which may 
there be submitted to him, and passing or con- 
demning the same, and such veterinary surgeon 
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shall, on receipt of a fee to be fixed by the 
local authority or authorities and paid by the 
owner, examine and pass or condemn in whole 
or in part any animal or carcass so submitted 
to him; and if he shall pass the same he shall 
grant a certificate of passing which shall set 
forth the name of the owner, the date and 
hour of examination, and such particulars re- 
garding the animal or carcass as the local 
authority or authorities may prescribe for the 


| purpose or aiding in the subsequent identifica- 


tion of the same; and if he shall condemn the 
animal or carcass, or part thereof, the animal 
or carcass or part so condemned shall be re- 
tained and be forthwith destroyed by the local 
authority or authorities, or so disposed of as 
to prevent it from being exposed for sale or 
used for the food of man, and the owner shall 
be entitled to the net price realised from the 
residual product of the carcass or part so con- 
demned, if any, after deducting the expenses 
of condemnation and destruction. Provided 
that no carcass shall be submitted for examina- 
tion, either under this or the immediately pre- 
ceding sub-section, unless as a whole carcass, 
including the thoracic and abdominal viscera, 
in such manner that the examiner shall be 
readily able to satisfy himself that the organs 
are those of the carcass under inspection. 

(4.) Where it is shown that any animal or 
article liable to be seized under this section 
and found in the possession of any person was 
purchased by him or consigned to him from 
another person for the food of man, and when 
so purchased or consigned was in such a con- 
dition as to be liable to be seized and con- 
demned under this section, the person who so 
sold or consigned the same shall be liable to 
be brought to trial in the district in which 
such animal or article was seized, and on con- 
viction shall be liable to the penalty and 
imprisonment above mentioned, unless he 
proves that at the time he sold or consigned 
the said animal or article he and the person 
acting on his behalf, if any, did not know and 
could not with reasonable care have known that 
it was in such a condition. 

(5.) A copy of any certificate granted by a 
veterinary surgeon, under Sub-section two 
or three of this section, shall forthwith be sent 


| by him to the chief constable of the jurisdiction 


in which the examination of the animal or 
carcass took place, and the certificate itself 
shall be sent by the person selling the animal 
er carcass forthwith after the sale, and not 
more than seven days from the date of the cer- 
tificate, to the chief constable of the jurisdic- 
tion in which the sale of the animal or carcass 
took place, and if any veterinary surgeon or 
person shall contravene this enactment he shall 
be liable to a penalty not exceeding twenty 
pounds. 

(6.) Where a person convicted of an offence 


| under this section has been within twelve 


months previously convicted of an offence under 
this section, the sheriff, magistrate, or justice 
may, if he thinks fit, and finds that the offender 
knowingly and wilfully committed both such 
offences, order that a notice of the facts be 
affixed, in such form and manner and for such 
period not exceeding twenty-one days as the 
sheriff, magistrate, or justice may order, to any 
premises occupied by that person,-and that the 
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person do pay the costs of such affixing, and 
if any person obstructs the affixing of such 
notice, or removes, defaces, or conceals the 
notice while affixed during the said period, he 
shall for each offence be liable to a penalty not 
exceeding five pounds. 

(7.) If the occupier of a licensed slaughter- 
house is convicted of an offence under this 
section the sheriff, magistrate, or justice con- 
victing him may cancel the licence for such 
slaughter-house. 

(8.) If any person obstructs a medical officer, 
sanitary inspector, or veterinary surgeon as 
aforesaid in the performance of his duty under 
this section he shall, where the proceedings are 
before a sheriff, and where the sheriff is 
satisfied that the obstruction was with intent 
to prevent the discovery of an offence under 
this section, or that the accused has within 
twelve months previously been convicted of 
such obstruction, be liable to imprisonment for 
any term not exceeding one month in lieu of 
any penalty authorised by this Act for such 
obstruction. 

(9.) A sheriff, magistrate, or justice, may 
act in adjudicating on an offender under this 


section whether he has or has not acted in | 


ordering the animal or article to be destroyed 
or disposed of. 


Amendment made in Sub-section (2): 
Leave out “food,” and insert “ fruit.”— 
(Lord Balfour.) 


Clause, as amended, ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 


Clauses 44 to 59 inclusive ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 


Clause 60,— 


INSPECTION OF DAIRIES, AND POWER TO 
PROHIBIT SUPPLY OF MILK. 


(1.) Lf the medical officer of any district has 
evidence that any person in the district is 
suffering from an infectious disease attributable 
to milk supplied within the district from any 
dairy situate within the district, or that the 
milk from any such dairy is likely to cause any 
such disease to any person residing in the dis- 
trict, such medical officer shall visit such dairy, 
and the medical officer shall examine the dairy 
and every person engaged in the service thereof 
or resident upon the premises or who may be 
resident in any premises where any person em- 
ployed in such dairy may reside, and if ac- 
companied by a veterinary inspector or some 
other properly qualified veterinary surgeon, 
shall examine the animals therein, and the 
medical officer shall forthwith report the results 
of his examination accompanied by the report 
of the veterinary inspector or surgeon, if any, 
to the local authority or any committee of the 
local authority appointed under Section four- 
teen to deal with such matters. 

(2.) If the medical officer of any district has 
evidence that any person in the district is 


. 


{LORDS} 
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suffering from any infectious disease attribut- 
able to milk from any dairy without the dis- 
trict, or that the milk from any such dairy is 
likely to cause any such disease to any person 
residing in the district, such medical officer 
shall forthwith intimate the same to the local 
authority of the district in which such dairy 
is situate, and such other local authority shall 
be bound, forthwith, by its medical officer to 
examine the dairy and the persons aforesaid, 
and by a veterinary inspector or other properly 
qualified veterinary surgeon to examine the 
animals therein, previous notice of the time 
of such examination having been given to the 
local authority of the first-mentioned district, 
in order that the medical officers or any 
veterinary inspector or surgeon appointed by 
such authority, may, if they so desire, be 
present at the examinations referred to, and 
the medical officer of the second-mentioned 
local authority shall forthwith report the re- 
sults of his examination, accompanied by the 
report of the veterinary inspector or surgeon, 
if any, to that local authority or any committee 
of that local authority appointed under Section 
fourteen of this Act to deal with such matters. 

(3.) The local authority of the district in 
| which the dairy is situated, or any committee 
appointed for the purpose, shall meet forthwith 
}and consider the reports together with any 
| other evidence that may be submitted by 

parties concerned, and shall either make an 
| order requiring the dairyman not to supply any 
| milk from the dairy until the order has been 
| withers by the local authority, or resolve 
| that no such order is necessary. 
| (4.) Where proceedings are taken or any 
| order is made under this section by the local 
| authority of a district other than a burgh, it 
| shall not be competent to appeal against the 
| said proceedings or against said order to the 
| county council. 

(5.) The local authority may, if the dairy 
| is within the district, require the dairyman not 
, to supply milk either within or without the 

district, and shall give notice of the fact to 
' the local authority of any district within which 
they believe milk to be supplied from such 
dairy. 

(6.) Any such order shall be forthwith with- 
drawn on the local authority, or their medical 
officer on their behalf, being satisfied that the 
milk from the dairy is no longer likely to cause 
infectious disease. 

(7.) It shall be open to any local authority 
or dairyman aggrieved by any such resolution or 
| order, or withdrawal of order, to appeal in a 
| summary manner to a sheriff having jurisdic- 
tion in the district in which the dairy is 
situated, and the sheriff may either make an 
order requiring the dairyman to cease from 
| supplying milk, or may vary or rescind any 
lorder which has been made by the local 
| authority, and he may at any time withdraw 
: order made under this section. Pending 





the disposal of any such appeal the order shall 
remain in force. 

(8.) If any person refuses to permit the 
medical officer or veterinary inspector of the 
local authority of the district, or of another 
| district, concerned, accompanying such medical 
‘officer or veterinary inspector, to make 
| examination as above provided, or, after any 


i 
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order has been made under this section, sup- | 
plies milk in contravention of the order, he | 
shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding ten | 
pounds, and, if the offence continues, to a 
further penalty not exceeding five pounds for 
every day during which the offence continues. | 
(9.) Provided that— | 

(a) proceedings in respect of the offence | 

shall be taken before a sheriff having | 
jurisdiction in the place where the | 

dairy is situate; and 

(6) a dairyman shall not be liable to an | 
action for breach of contract if the | 
breach be due to an order under this | 

action. 

(10.) Nothing in or done under this section 
shall interfere with the operation or effect of 
the Contagious Diseases (Animals) Acts 1878 
to 1886, or of any order, licence, or act of 
the Privy Council or the Board thereunder, or 
of any regulation, licence, or act of a local 
authority made, granted, or done under any 
such order of the Privy Council or the Board, 
or exempt any dairy, building, or thing, or 
any person from the provisions of any general 

Act relating to dairies, milk, or animals. 


Amendments made: In Sub-section 
(1) leave out “veterinary inspector or 
some other properly qualified”; and 
after “surgeon,” insert “approved as 
aforesaid” ; leave out “inspector or.”— 
(Lord Balfour.) 


Tue Marquess or LOTHIAN moved 
to add at the end of the clause :— 


(c) The medical officer of any district, or the 
Iccal authority, may in any case in which such 
medical officer considers it necessary or expe- 
dient for preventing the spread of infectious 
disease, apply summarily to the sheriff or to 
a magistrate or justice of the peace for a sum- 
mary warrant or order to stop the sale within 
such district of any milk which such medical 
officer may deem it necessary or expedient to 
stop to prevent the spread of infectious disease, 
ar the sheriff or magistrate, or justice of the 
peace, as the case may be, may grant a war- 
rant or order accordingly, and the local autho- 
rity shall pay the value of the milk so stopped, 
together with any costs reasonably incurred 
by the seller of the milk, if it should ke 
afterwards found that the same was free from 
infection. 


The noble Marjyuess remarked that in 
populous places it was very important 
that the medical officer should have the 
powers which his Amendment sought to 
confer upon him. The object of the 
Amendment had been partially met in 
the House of Commons by the local 
authority being enabled to deal “ forth- 
with” with any cases brought before 
them. 





{3 Avausr 1897} 


(Scotland) Bill, 190 


Lorp BALFOUR objected that the 
addition to the clause would give too 
much power to medical officers, and he 
did not think it was necessary for the 
object his noble Friend had in view. The 
clause as adjusted already seemed strong 
enough, and as his noble Friend had men- 
tionéd, it had been strengthened by 
throwing upon the local authority the 
obligation to proceed forthwith in the 
exercise of the power to stop “ forth- 
with” the sale of infected milk. The 
medical officer might do a great deal of 
harm to a dairyman’s. business, for 
which there would be no compensation 
by the oppressive use of the power which 
would be conferred upon him, and the 
mere offer to pay for the milk seized and 
confiscated would not repair the damage 
done to an innocent dairyman if milk 
seized was not proved to be deleterious. 
The City of Edinburgh was the only 
authority that had moved in this matter 
since the clause was adjusted, and he 
hoped that on that ground the House 
would not adopt this addition to the 
clause. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Amendments made: In Sub-section (1) 
leave out “veterinary inspector or other 
properly qualified,” and.after “surgeon ” 
insert “ approved as aforesaid.” 


In Sub-section (2) leave out “inspec- 
tor or surgeon appointed by such autho- 
rity,” and insert “surgeon approved as 
aforesaid.” 


In Sub-section (8) leave out “inspec- 
tor or” ; leave out after “veterinary ” to 
“inspector” inclusive, and insert “ sur- 
geon of either local authority.”"—-(Lord 
Balfour.) 


Clause, as amended, ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 


Clause 87,— 


PENALTIES. 


If any person wilfully neglects or refuses to 
obey or carry out, or obstructs the execution 
of, any regulation made under this part of this 
Act, he shall be liable to a penalty not exceed- 
ing one hundred pounds, and in the case of a 
continuing offence to a further penalty not ex- 
ceeding fifty pounds for every day during which 
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the offence continues; and any such penalty | 
shall be recoverable by action at the instance 

of the Lord Advocate on behalf of the Board, | 
or by any local authority with the consent of | 
the Board, in any competent court. 


{LORDS} 
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Clause 107,— 
PROTECTION FOR RAILWAYS, CANALS, ETC. 


Where any such sewer shall pass under or 


| across, or in any way affect any railway or 


Amendment made: Leave out “by 
action” and insert “with expenses.”—| 
(Lord Balfour.) 


Clause, as amended, ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 


Clause 88,— 


TRANSFER OF POWER UNDER 39 anp 40 
vict. c. 36. 8. 234. 
The powers exerciseable by Her Majesty in 
Council, or any two of the Lords of Her | 
Majesty's Privy Council under Section two 
hundred and thirty-four of the Customs Con- 
solidation Act 1876 shall be exerciseable by 
the Board, provided that any Orders of the 
Board shall apply to ships coming to any port 
in Scotland; and the penalties under that 
section may be sued for, prosecuted, and re- 
covered at the instance of the Lord Advocate 
on behalf of the Board, or of any local autho- 
rity with consent of the Board, by proceedings 
in any competent court. 


Amendment made: After “ recovered ” 
insert “ with expenses.” —( Lord Balfour.) | 


Clause 97,— 
AS 


TO GIVING 
OCCURRING 


NOTICE 
IN COMMON 


OF FEVER, ETC., |} 
LODGING HOUSES. 


The keeper of a common lodging-house shall, 
when a person in such house is ill of any infec- 
tious disease, give immediate notice thereof 
cither to the medical officer or to the inspector 
of common ledging-houses, who shall forthwith 
inform the medical officer, and if he is satisfied 
that the person is suffering from an infectious 
disease, he shall cause the patient to be re- 
_ moved without delay, and shall cause the pre- 
. Mises to be disinfected. 

Provided always, that if the medical officer | 
considers the patient not fit to. be removed 
with safety, until it is certified by him that 
. the premises are free from infection, the house 
shall not be used as a common lodging-house, 
except such part thereof.as. may be. certified 
by the medical officer to be free from infec- 
tion, and the local authority may make pro- 
vision for the temporary shetter or house accom- 
modation, and, if necessary, maintenance at a 
rate not exceeding the same payment per night | 
. as usually paid by such persons. frequenting | 
said lodging-house while such persons are pre- | 
vented from returning to such common lodging: | 
house. 


Amendment made: Leave out “such »| 
[“such persons ”].—(Lord Balfour.) 


canal, or any bridge, tunnel, or other work 


|in connection therewith, the following provi- 
| sions for the protection of such railway or 


canal, or bridge, tunnel, or other work, shall 
apply and have effect :— 

(1.) The whole works connected with such 
sewer, so far as affecting any railway or 
canal, or bridge, tunnel, or other work, 
shall be executed and thereafter main- 
tained under the superintendence and to 
thé reasonable satisfaction of the engi- 
neer of the railway or canal company, 
and according to plans and _ specifica- 
tions to be previously submitted to such 
engineer and approved by him in writing. 
Provided that if such engineer shall not 
have expressed his approval or disap- 
proval of such plans and specifications 
within fourteen days after the same shall 
have been submitted to him, he shall be 
deemed to have approved thereof ; 

(2.) Such works, and any alteration which 
it may at any time be necessary to 
make in such works, may be executed 
either by the local authority or by the 
railway or canal company at the option 
of the enginecr of the railway or canal 
company ; 

(3.) In the event of the local authority 
and the engineer of the railway or canal 
company differing in opinion in regard 
to any works ‘affecting the railway, or 
canal, or bridge, tunnel, or other work, 
or as to the mode of carrying out such 
works, or otherwise in relation thereto, 
such difference shall, on the application 
of the local authority, or of the railway 
or canal company, be referred to wn 
engineer to be appointed by the sheriff, 
and shall be decided by the sheriff upon 
the report of such engineer, and such 
decision shall be final. 


Amendment made: Leave out “ such” 
[such sewer ”|.—(Lord Balfour.) 


Clause 122,— 

SPECIAL DRAINAGE DISTRICTS. 

(1.) Upon requisition to that effect, made 
in writing, by a parish council or by not fewer 
than ten ratepayers within the district of a 
local authority not being the local authority of 


,a burgh, the local authority shall be bound to 


meet, after twenty-one days’ notice, and shall, 


| whether sewers or drains have been already 


constructed or not, consider the propriety of— 
(a) forming part of their district into a 
special drainage district ; or 
(b) enlarging or limiting the boundaries of 
a special drainage district; or 
(c) combining a special drainage district 
with another special drainage district ; 


or 
(d) enlarging or limiting the boundaries 
of both or either of such special drainage 
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districts and combining the same or 
parts thereof; or 

(e) determining that any special drainage 
district shall cease to exist as a special 
drainage district, or that any_such com- 
bination shall cease ; 

and the resolution of the local authority shall 

determine all questions regarding the payment 

of any debt which may affect any district or 
special drainage district, and the right to 
impose and the obligation to pay any assess- 
ment affected by such determination, and shall 
fix the date at which such determination shall 
take effect ; and such resolution shall be pub- 
lished in one or more newspapers circulating 
in the district, or by the posting of handbills 
throughout the district, and a copy of said 
resolution shall be forthwith transmitted to the 
Board, and, where the local authority is a dis- 
trict committee, to the county council: and 
the production of such newspaper or handbill. 
or a certificate under the hand of the clerk of 
the local authority (whose signature need not 
be proved) shall be sufficient evidence of such 
resolution; and within twenty-one days after 
the date of the first publication of such reso- 
lution it shall be competent for any person 
interested to appeal against the resolution, 
whatever its terms may be, to the sheriff, and 
the sheriff, not being a sheriff-substitute resi- 
dent within the district, may either approve 
or disapprove of such resolution, and if he 
disapproves thereof he may either find that no 
special drainage district should be formed, or 
may enlarge or limit the special district as 
defined by the resolution of the local autho- 
rity, or may find that a special drainage dis- 
trics should be formed and may define the 
limits thereof, or may find that such special 
drainage district or part thereof shall be com- 
bined as prayed, or that such combination shall 
cease, or that such special drainage district or 
districts shall, as such, cease to exist; and 
the decision of the sheriff shall be binding, and 
thall be final, except where it is pronounced 
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into districts, shall, in their discretion, have 
power to provide for the drainage of the high- 
ways and footpaths under their management 
pas control within such special drainage dis- 
trict, or to pay or contribute out of the assess- 
ments raised under the Roads and Bridges 
(Scctland) Act 1878 a proportion of the cost 
of providing and maintaining sewers sufficient 
for the drainage of such highways and foot- 
paths. 

(5.) Nothing contained in this Act shall pre- 
judice the provisions of Sub-sections one and 
two of Section eighty-one of the last-mentioned 
Act as amended by Section forty-four of the 
Local Government (Scotland) Act 1894. 


Amendment made: In Sub-section (5) 
leave out “last mentioned Act” and in- 
sert “Local Government (Scotland) Act, 
1889.”—(Lord Balfour). 


Tue Eart or CAMPERDOWN moved 
| in Sub-section (1) after “notice” to in- 
| sert “or, if the local authority itself so 
| resclve, it may meet after twenty-one 
| days’ notice.” He remarked that the 
| clause itself enabled the Parish Council 
| or ten ratepayers to apply to the local 
, authority to consider the expediency of 
| forming a special district. He proposed 
, to extend that power to the local autho- 
| rity itself. The extension would be very 
| useful, and was a power which was re- 
; quired. In Scotland all matters of 
| public health were managed by a district, 

and the area of taxation was the district, 
| and no longer the parish as it used to be. 
Under these circumstances a district 
being composed of many parishes, it 
might happen that a small hamlet or 








by a sheriff-substitute, in which case it may | ™ 
be appealed to the sheriff. _ village wanted water. The local autho- 
(2.) The order of the sheriff shall determine | rity desired the village to find a supply 
questions regarding the payment of any debt | ¢oy itself, and advised them to form 
which may affect any district or special | . on ig nee ‘al distri B 
drainage district, and the right to impose. and | themse ves into & specs istrict. ut 
the obligation to pay, any assessment affected | if the village wished to transfer its bur- 
by his determination, and shall fix the date at, den to the rest of the district, it would 





which such determination shall take effect, and 
a copy of any order pronounced by the sheriff 
shall be forthwith published in one or more 
newspapers circulating in the district, or by 
the posting of handbills throughout the dis- 
trict, and transmitted to the Board and to the 
county council. 

(3.) Where a district committee is the local 
authority, notwithstanding the provisions of 
Section seventeen, Sub-section two, Sub-head 
(c) of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 
1889, it shall not be competent to appeal to 


the county council against any resolution of | 


the district committee under this section. 

(4.) Where a special drainage district kas 
been formed, or may hereafter be formed under 
the provisions of this Act, the district com- 
mittee of the district in which such special 
drainage district is or may be situated, or the 
* county council where a county is not divided 


| be in its power, as the clause stood, to 
| refuse to form itself into a special dis- 
trict, and if water was brought to 
the village it would be at the general ex- 
| pense of the whole district, large parts 
of which might be many miles distant. 
He desired that those who received these 
special facilities and advantages should 
pav for them. All his Amendment pro- 
vided was, that after giving 21 days’ 
notice the local authorities might meet 
and consider whether a special district 
should be formed. 

Lorp BALFOUR said he had no objec- 
tion to the Amendment, as it made no 
real change in the substance of the Bill. 
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His noble Friend was in error in saying 
the ten ratepayers would have to be with- 
in the special district. The ten rate- 
payers might be in the larger district 
out of which the small one had to be 
formed. When a district became a dis- 
trict local authority, it did require that 
the ten ratepayers should be ratepayers 
in the smaller district concerned. As 
the Bill now read, ten ratepayers in the 
district of the local authority might sign 
the requisition and set the procedure in 
motion. Therefore, if the district autho 
rity desired to form a special district in 
its own bounds, it would have no difficulty 
in getting ten ratepayers to make the 
first move. 

Tue Eart or CAMPERDOWN said the 
noble Lord had not comprehended his 
point. This had not reference to the 
ten ratepayers, or the places where they 
lived. The clause 
Parish Council applied, or any ten rate- 
payers within a district, the local autho- 
rity might meet. He had no objection 
to this, but he wanted to add that the 
local authority, if it thought there should 
be a district, might, after 21 days’ notice, 


propose that there should be a special’ 


district. 

Lorp BALFOUR replied that if the 
local authority itself was likely to agree 
to it, there would be no difficulty in 
getting ten ratepayers to sign a requisi- 
tion. As the Amendment made no real 
ditterence in the procedure, and if the 
noble Lord attached importance to it, he 
would accept it. 

THe Earn or CAMPERDOWN: 
being so, 1 should like it inserted. 


That 


Amendment agreed to. 
Clause 125,— 


LOCAL AUTHORITY TO REQUIRE WATER TO BE 
SUPPLIED TO HOUSES IN CERTAIN CASES. 


If any occupied house within the district of 
any local authority other than the local 
authority of a burgh is without a proper supply 
of wholesome water at or reasonably near the 
same, the local authority shall require the 
owner to obtain such supply and to do all such 
works as may be necessary for that purpose, 
and failing his doing so, within twelve months 
after due notice, the local authority may them- 
selves obtain such supply and for that purpose 
may vse their powers of acquiring land by 
agreement or otherwise under this Act; and 
may, for the purpose of obtaining such supply, 
enter upon the premises and execute all such 


Lord Balfour. 
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works as may appear to them necessary, in the 
same manner as if an order of a sheriff, 
magistrate, or justice had been made for the 
removal of a nuisance on the premises and that 
order had not been complied with; and the 
local authority may recover in a summary 
manner from the owner the whole or a reason- 
able part of the expenses incurred by them 
under this section: Provided that where the 
owners of two or more houses have failed to 
comply with the requirements of the notice 
served on them under this section, and the 
local authority might under this Act execute 
works for providing a water 
supply for each house, the local authority may, 


| if it appears to them desirable and no greater 


said that where a | 


expense would be occasioned thereby, execute 
works for the joint supply of water to those 
houses, and apportion the expenses as they 
deem just, and further provided that if any 
question shall arise under this section it shall 
be determined summarily by the sheriff who 
shall have regard to all the circumstances of 
the case, and whese decision shall be final. 
Provided that nothing in this section shall re- 
lieve the local authority from the duty of pro- 
viding their district or any part thereof with 
a supply of water, where a general scheme for 
such supply is required, and can be carried 
out at a reasonable cost. 


Tue Eart or CAMPERDOWN moved 
to insert after “owner” [“ owner to de- 
tain ”| “either to cease to use, or permit 
such house to be used, for occupation or.” 
The clause empowered a local authority 
to require the owner of a house to obtain 
a supply of water for his house, if there 
was not a sufficient supply, and failing 
his doing so within twelve months, they 
might obtain such a supply and make 
hin. defray the cost. His reason for 
moving this Amendment was that it 
might happen that a person who had a 
house for which there was not a proper 
water supply was not willing to go to the 
expense of obtaining it. The owner had 
no right to commit a nuisance, and the 
local authority would be perfectly right 
in ordering him to get a supply of water, 
but if the owner would prefer to give up 
the habitation of the house or not to let 
it rather than be forced to pay the cost 
of bringing a supply of water to it, he 
ought to be given that power, a power 

e had under the existing law. 

Lorp BALFOUR admitted that an 
gwner had the power which the noble 
Lord had described, but he deprecated 
the insertion of the proposed words 
because it would certainly be regarded 
as a direct incentive to turn people out of 
their houses, and would be a sort of 
premium upon evictions. He hoped the 
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noble Lord would not press the Amend- 
ment, because it would add nothing at 
all to the power of the owner of a house. 

Tae Eart or CAMPERDOWN said 
that the clause did not give an owner 
power to close his house. It was pro- 
vided that— 


“the local authority shall require the owner 
to obtain such supply and to do all such works 
a3 may be necessary for that purpose, and fail- 
ing his doing so within twelve months after 
due notice the local authority may themselves 
obtain such supply and for that purpose may 
use their powers of acquiring land” 


and— 


“the local authority may recover in a summary 
manner from the owner the whole or a reason- 
able part of the expenses.” 


That changed the law. 

Lorp BALFOUR said the noble Lord 
would remember what took place last 
year. As the Bill was drafted the local 
authority was given power to introduce 
a water supply within six months, and it 
was pointed out that some houses were 
let on yearly tenancies, and the owner 
would not then have the option of ceasing 
to use the house for habitation. Twelve 
months was put in so that under all the 
circumstances the owner would have that 
option, 

THe Marquess or LOTHIAN asked if 
it was absolutely certain that the clause 
would not change the law, he had some 
doubt on the subject. 

Lorp BALFOUR pointed out that the 
opening words of the clause were “ if any 
occupied house within the district.” If 
during twelve months the landlord pre- 
ferred not to occupy a house or to let it 
rather than go to the expense of putting 
in a water supply, the house would then 
not be an occupied house, and it would 
not come under the clause at all. The 
clause as it stood made no alteration in 
the law to the detriment of the landlord. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Amendments made: leave out— 


“appear to them necessary, in the same manner 
as if an order of a sheriff, magistrate, or justice 
had been made for the removal of a nuisance 
on the premises and that order kad not been 
peta A with,’ 
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and insert “be necessary.” Leave out 
“they deem” and insert “shall be.”— 
(Lord Balfour.) 


Clause, as amended, ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 


Clauses 126 to 130 inclusive ordered 
to stand part of the Bill. 


Clause 131,— 


SPECIAL WATER SUPPLY DISTRICTS. 


(1.) Upon requisition to that effect made in 
writing by a parish council or by not fewer 
than ten ratepayers within the district, the 
local authority, not being the local authority 
of a burgh, shall be bound to meet, after 
twenty-one days’ notice, and shall, whether 
water supply has been already provided or not, 
consider the propriety of— 

(a) forming part of their district into a 
special water supply district ; or 
(b) enlarging or limiting the boundaries of 
a special water supply district; or ’ 
(c) combining a special water supply dis- 
trict with another special water supply 
district; or 
(d) enlarging or limiting the boundaries of 
both or either of such special water 
supply districts, and combining the same 
or parts thereof; or 
(e) determining that any special water 
supply district shall cease to exist as a 
special water supply district, or that 
any such combination shall cease : 
and the resolution of the local authority shall 
determine all questions regarding the payment 
of any debt which may affect any district or 
special water supply district, and the right t» 
impose and the obligation to pay any assess- 
ment affected by such determination, and shall 
fix the date at which such determination shall 
take effect; and such resolution shall be pub- 
lished in one or more newspapers circulating in 
the district, or by the posting of handbills 
throughout the district, and a copy of said 
resolution shall be forthwith transmitted to the 
Board, and where the local authority is a dis- 
trict committee to the county council; and the 
production of such newspaper or handbill, or 
a certificate under the hand of the clerk of the 
local authority (whose signature need not be 
proved), shall be sufficient evidence of such 
resolution; and within twenty-one days after 
the date of the first publication of such reso- 
lution it shall be competent for any person 
interested to appeal against the resolution 
(whatever its terms may be) to the Sheriff; 
and the Sheriff, not being a Sheriff-substitute 
resident within the district, may either ap- 
prove or disapprove of such resolution; and 
if he disanproves thereof he may either find 
that no special water supply district should 
be formed, or may enlarge or limit the special 
districts as defined by the resolution of the 
local authority, or may find that a special water 
supply district should be formed, and may 
define the limits thereof, or may find that such 
special water supply district or part thereof 
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shall be combined as prayed, or that such com- 
bination shall cease, or that such special water 
supply district or districts shall, as such, cease 
to exist; and the decision of the Sheriff shall 
be binding, and shall be final, except where it 
is pronounced by a Sheriff-substitute, in which 
case it may be appealed to the Sheriff : 

(2.) The order of the Sheriff shall determine 
all questions regarding the payment of any 
debt which may affect any district or special 
water supply district, and the right to impose 
and the obligation to pay any ‘assessments 
affected by his determination, and shall fix the 
date at which such determination shall take 
effect ; and a copy of said order shall be forth- 
with published in one or more newspapers cir- 
culating in the district, or by the posting of 
handbills throughout the district and trans- 
mitted to the Board and to the county council. 

(3.) Notwithstanding the provisions of Sec- 


tion seventeen, Sub-section two, sub-head (¢) | 


of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 1889, 
it shall not be competent to appeal to the 
county council against any resolution of a dis- 
trict committee under this section. 

(4.) Nothing contained in this Act shall pre- 
judice the provisions of Sub-sections one and 
two of Section eighty-one of the last-mentioned 
Act as amended by Section forty-four of the 
Local Government (Scotland) Act 1894. 


Amendment made: In Sub-section (1), 
after “notice,” insert “or, if the local 
authority itself so resolve, it may meet 
after twenty-one days notice.’--(The 


Earl of Camperdown.) 
Amendment agreed to. 


Clause, as amended, ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 


Clause 132 ordered to stand part o' 
the Bill. 


Clause 133,— 


SPECIAL SEWER ASSESSMENT. 


Where any special drainage district has 
been formed under this Act, or any of the Acts 
hereby repealed, the expense incurred by the 
local authority for sewerage or drainage within 
the same, or for the purposes thereof, and the 
sums necessary for payment of any money 


borrowed therefor either before or after the | 


passing of this Act, together with the interest 
thereof, shall be paid out of a special sewer 
assessment which the local authority shall 
raise and levy on and within such special dis- 
trict, in the same manner and with the same 
remedies and modes of recovery as are herein- 
after provided for the public health general 
assess ment. 

Provided that where a special drainage dis- 
trict has been formed under the provisions of 
this Act or any of the Acts hereby repealed 
or of any Act, and the drainage works therein 
lave been executed and are maintained under 
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the authority of such Act, the lands and pre- 
mises situated within such special district shall 
not be liable to assessment for the expense of 
making sewers and drainage works in other 
parts of the district of the local authority. 


Lorp BALFOUR movel to insert, be- 
fore “ Where,” “In any burgh or.” In 
the Act of 1871, which was one of the 
Acts this Bill proposed to consolidate 
these words were found. In all burghs 
where there had been exceptionally high 
rating for drainage or water supply, 
whether or not there had been a special 
district formed, the limit of rating at 
present was 2s. 6d., and not Is., as it 
' would become if this Amendment were 
not accepted. He could not understand 
how the words had been dropped out ; he 
supposed they must have been dropped 
in the course of making the changes 
agreed to as the Bill was passing through 
iCommittee. If this Amendment were not 
| passed a serious alteration would be made 
to the detriment of a large number of 
burghs, because they would be prevented 
from rating beyond 1s. for sanitary pur- 
poses. 





Amendment agreed to. 


Amendment made: After “such,” in- 
sert “burgh or.”—(Lord Balfour.) 





| Clause, as amended, ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 


Clause 134,— 


SPECIAL WATER ASSESSMENT. 


Where any special water supply district has 
been formed under this Act, or any of the Acts 
| hereby repealed, the expense incurred by the 
local authority for water supply within the 
isame, or for the purposes thereof, and the 
| sums necessary for payment of any money 
borrowed therefor either before or after the 
passing of this Act, together with the interest 
thereof, shall be paid out of a special water 
assessment which the local authority shal! raise 
and levy on and within such special district, 
in the same manner and with the same reme- 
dies and modes of recovery as are hereinafter 
provided for the public health general assess- 
1 ent. 

Provided that where a special water supply 
istrict has been formed under the provisions 
| 4 this Act or any of the Acts hereby repealed. 
|r of any Act, and a sufficient supply of water 
| Las been obtained and is maintained under the 
authority of such Act, the lands and premises 

situated within such special district shall not 
| be liable to assessment for the expense of sup- 
| plying water to other parts of the district of 
the local authority. 
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Amendments made: Before “ where,” 
insert “in any burgh or” ; after “such,” 
insert “such special district, burgh or.” 
—(Lord Balfour.) 


Clause, as amended, ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 


Clauses 135 and 136, ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 


Clause 137,— 


LIMIT OF ASSESSMENT. 
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such money so borrowed, and all such obli- 
| gations shall be deemed and taken to be granted 
jon the sole security of the assessments 
| assigned; and the money so borrowed shall 
| be repayable either in one sum or by instal- 
|ments, as may be arranged between the bor- 
'rower and the Iénder, but so that the same 
shall be wholly repaid, together with the ac- 
cruing interest, within thirty years from the 
date of the loan, but the amount of such loans, 
including interest, shall form a charge against 
the assessments of the years intervening be- 
tween the date of such loans and the date of 
| full repayment; and the money so borrowed 
as aforesaid shall be applied for the purposes 
specified in this section, and for no other pur- 
pose whatsoever. 


‘The public kealth general assessment by this | 


Act authorised, which shall be imposed upon 
all lands and heritages within the district, in- 
cluding any special drainage or special water 
supply district, shall not excced the rate of one 
shilling in the pound. 


The special sewer assessment, and the special 


water assessment, exclusive of the public health 
general assessment, shall not in any special 
drainage or special water supply district exceed 
the rate of three shillings in the pound. 


shillings in the pound in any special drainage 
or special water supply district shall not be 
sufficient to meet the expenditure bond fide 
incurred or contemplated within such special 
district, it shall be lawful to increase such rate 
to such extent as may have been approved by 
the Board; provided also, that it shall not be 
lawful to impose any rate in respect of the 


expenditure within any special district upon | 


any premises without such special district. 


Clause 138 ordered to stand part of 
the Bill. 





Clause 139, 


POWER OF BORROWING FOR SEWERS. 


It shall be lawful for the local authority to 
borrow for the purpose of acquiring, making, 
enlarging, or reconstructing sewers, or for the 
purpose of utilising sewage; and on _ the 
security of the special sewer assessments, where 
such exist, and the public health general 
assessments, as the case may be, such sums of 
money, and at such times, as the local 
authority shall deem necessary for that pur- 
pose, and to assign the said special sewer 
assessments and public health general assess- 
ments, as the case may be, in security of the 
money to be so borrowed; and the bonds to 
be granted on such borrowing an transferences 
or assignations and discharges thereof may be 
in or near to the forms contained in the Second 
Schedule hereto annexed, and such bonds shall 
be signed by two members and the clerk of the 
local authority, and shall constitute a lien over 
the special sewer assessments and general assess- 
ments thereby assigned, and shall entitle the 
creditors therein to recover the sums thereby 
‘due from the local authority out of the first 
and readiest of the said special and general 
assessments; but no such member or officer 
shall be personally liable for the repayment of 


VOL. LIL. [rourrn szrigs.] 


Pro- | 
vided that if the produce of a rate of three | 


| Amendment made: Leave out “and” 
[and the public” |, and insert “or.” 


or. 
(Lord Balfour.) 


— 


| Clause, as amended, ordered to stand 
| part of the Bill. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Clause 140,— 


| POWER OF BORROWING FOR WATER SUPPLY. 


| Jt shall be lawful for the local authority to 
| borrow for the purpose of constructing, pur- 
|ehasing, enlarging, or reconstructing such 
works as are herein authorised for providing 
| a supply of water for the use of the inhabitants 
of the district, or for the purpose of entering 
into aud implementing any contract or arrange- 
|ment with any person for such supply, and on 
the security of the special water assessments, 
where such exist, and of public heaith general 
assessments, as the case may be, such sums of 
| money and at such times as the local authority 
shall deem necessary for that purpose, and to 
assign the said special water assessments and 
public health general assessments, as the case 
|may be, in security of the money to be so 
borrowed; and the bonds to be granted on 
such borrowing and transferences or assigna- 
tions and discharges thereof may be in or near 
to the forms contained in the Second Schedule 
hereto annexed; and such bonds shall be 
signed by two members and the clerk of the 
local authority, and shall constitute a lien 
over the assessments thereby assigned, and 
shall entitle the creditors therein to recover the 
sums thereby due out of the first and readiest 
of the said assessments; but no such member 
or clerk shall be personally liable for the re- 
payment of such money so borrowed, and all 
such obligations shall be deemed and taken to 
be granted on the sole security of the assess- 
‘ments thereby assigned, and the money so 
| borrowed shall be repayable either in one sum 
| or by instalments, as may be arranged between 
| the borrower and the lender, but so that the 
| same shall be wholly repaid, together with the 
| accruing interest, within thirty years from the 
date of the loan; but the amount of such 
loans, including interest, shall form a charge 
| against the assessments of the years intervening 
between the date of such loans and the date 
of full repayment; and the money so borrowed 


I 
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as aforesaid shall be applied wholly in defray- 
ing the expense of constructing, purchasing, 
enlarging, and reconstructing such works, and 
to no other purpose whatsoever. 


Amendments made: After “any” 
[“ any special drainage’”’], insert “ burgh 
or” ; aiter the next “any,” insert “ burgh 
or”; before “special” [“special dis- 
trict”], insert “burgh or”; leave out 
“and” [“and on the security ”], and insert 
“or”; leave out “wholly in defraying 
the expense of constructing, purchasing, 
enlarging, and re-constructing such 
works, and to,” and insert “for the pur- 
poses specified in this section and for.”— 
(Lord Balfour.) 


Clause, as amended, ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 


Clause 141,— 


POWER OF BORROWING FOR HOSPITALS, ETC. 


It shall be lawful for the local authority to 
borrow for the purpose of providing offices for 
the use of the local authority, and for pro- 
viding and furnishing such permanent hospi- 
tals, disinfecting premises and apparatus, 
houses of reception, or mortuaries as are here- 
inbefore authorised, and on the security of the 
public health general assessments, such sums 
of money and at such times as they shall deem 
necessary for that purpose, and to assign the 
said public health general assessments in 
security of the money to be so borrowed; and 
the bonds to be granted on such borrowing 
and transferences or assignations and dis- 
charges thereof may be in or near to the forms 
contained in the second schedule hereto an- 
nexed; and such bonds shall be signed by two 
members and the clerk of the local authority, 
and shall constitute a lien over the assessments 
thereby assigned, and shall entitle the creditors 
therein to recover the sums thereby due out of 
the first and readiest of the said assessments ; 
but no such member of officer shall be person- 
ally liable for the repayment of such money so 
borrowed, and all such obligations shall be 
deemed and taken to be granted on the sole 
security of the assessments thereby assigned, 
and the money so borrowed shall be repayable 
either in one sum or by instalments, as may 
be arranged between the borrower and the 
lender, but so that the same shall be wholly 
repaid, together with the accruing interest, 
within thirty years from the date of the Joan; 
but the amount of such loans, including in- 
terest, shall form a charge against the assess- 
ments of the years intervening between the 
date of such loans and the date of full repay- 
ment; and the money so borrowed as atfore- 
said shall be applied wholly in defraying the 
expense of providing such offices, permanent 
hospitals, disinfecting premises and apparatus, 
houses of reception, or mortuaries, and to no 
other purpose whatsoever. 
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Amendment made: Leave out— 


“wholly in defraying the expense of providing 
such offices, permanent hospitals, disinfecting 
premises and apparatus, houses of reception, 
or mortuaries, and to,” 


and insert “for the purposes specified in 
this section, and for.”—(Lord Balfour.) 


Clause, as amended, ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 


Clause 142,— 


POWER TO PUBLIC WORKS LOAN COMMIS- 
SIONERS TO LEND TO LOCAL AUTHORITY FOR 
SANITARY PURPOSES. 


The Public Works Loans Commissioners 
may, on the recommendation of the Board, 
make any loan to any local authority in pur- 
suance of any powers of borrowing conferred 
by this Act or by the Acts hereby repealed, 
whether for works already executed or yet to 
be executed, on the security of any fund cr 
rate applicable to any of the purposes of these 
Acts, and without requiring any further or 
other security, such loan to be repaid within 
a period not exceeding thirty years, and to bear 
interest at such rate as may, in the judgment 
of the Treasury, be necessary in order to 
enable the loan to be made without loss to the 
Local Loans Fund. 

Provided as follows— 

(1.) That in determining the time when a 
loan as aforesaid shall be repayable, the 
Public Works Loans Commissioners 
shall have regard to the probable dura- 
tion and continuing utility of the works 
in respect of which the same is required ; 

(2.) That this Act shall not extend to any 
loan required for the purpose of defray- 
ing expenses incurred in enforcing the 
performance of or in performing the duty 
of a defaulting local authority. 

Amendment made: After “ repealed,” 
insert “or by the Burgh Police (Scotland) 
Act, 1892.”"—(Lord Balfour.) 


Clause, as amended, ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 


Clauses 143 to 155 inclusive ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 


Clause 156,— 


APPEAL IN CERTAIN CASES, 

Where in cases under Sub-sections (9), (10), 
and (11) in Section sixteen, it shall appear to 
the sheriff that the true value of the subject 
complained of as a nuisance, or the cost of 
the operations necessary to remove or amend it 
as ordered, or the value of the trade or business 
interfered with, exceeds the sum of twenty-five 
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pounds, but does not exceed the sum of fifty 
pounds, he shall certify his opinion to that 
effect, in his decree, and the parties shall 
thereupon be entitled to appeal from the 
sheriff-substitute, where the judgment has been 
pronounced by him to the sheriff, on lodging, 
within three days after the decree, a note of 
appeal with the sheriff clerk, and serving the 
same on the opposite party or the agent acting 
in such proceedings for such party, and such 
note shall operate as a sist of execution until 
the appeal be determined; and on such note 
being lodged the sheriff clerk shall transmit 
the process, together with the evidence, to the 
sheriff, whose decision thereon shall be final 
where the value certified is not above fifty 
pounds; and in the event of such value or 
cost being so certified to exceed the sum of 
fifty pounds, the parties shall be entitled to 
present a note of appeal to the Lord Ordinary 
on the bills against the judgment either of the 
sheriff-substitute or of the sheriff, whether this 
last be an original judgment or an appeal: 
Provided that, along with such note, the appel- 
lant shall lodge a sufficient bond of caution by 
one or more obligants, to the amount of fifty 
pounds sterling, for payment or performance 
of any judgment that may be pronounced under 
his appeal; and also provided that such note 
be lodged in the Bill Chamber, and a copy 
thereof served on the opposite party or his 
said agent within eight days after the date of 
the sentence or judgment complained of, which 
note shall in like manner operate as a sist of 
execution until a judgment be pronounced by 
the Lord Ordinary, which judgment shall be 
final unless the Lord Ordinary shall allow a 
reclaiming note to the inner house, and the 
judgment of the inner house shall be final. 
Amendment made: Leave out “an” 
[“or an appeal”] and insert “on.”— 


(Lord Balfour.) 


Clause, as amended, ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 


Clauses 157 to 188 inclusive ordered 
to stand part of the Bill. 


Clause 189,— 


ACT NOT TO AFFECT NAVIGATION OF RIVERS 
OR CANALS, OR IRRIGATION OF LANDS. 


Nothing in this Act contained shall preju- 
dice or affect, or shall enable any local autho- 
rity or other person to injuriously affect— 

(1.) e irrigation of lands in a rural dis- 
trict, or the supply of water used for 
such irrigation ; 

(2.) The supply of water required for the 
purposes of any waterworks established 
by or under the provisions of any Act 
of Parliament, or of the compensation 
water required to be given by the owners 
of such waterworks, unless the local 
authority shall have previously obtained 
the consent of such owners ; 

(3.) The navigation on or use of any river, 
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canal, dock, harbour, lock, reservoir, or 
basin in respect of which any persons 
are, by virtue of Act of Parliament, 
entitled to take tolls or dues, or the 
supply of water to the same, or any 
bridges crossing the same, or any towing- 
path thereon ; 

(4.) The purification of any river or stream 
in respect of which any persons are, by 
virtue of any Act of Parliament, autho- 
rised to exercise jurisdiction, or the 
rights, powers, jurisdictions, and autho- 
rities conferred by such Act. 

Provided always, that it shall not be lawful 
for the local authority to execute any works 
in, through, or under any wharves, quays, 
docks, harbours, locks, reservoirs, or basias 
without the consent, in writing, in every case 
of the persons entitled by virtue of any Act of 
Parliament to take tolls or dues in respect 
thereof, and such persons may, at their own 
expense, and on substituting other sewers, 
drains, culverts, and pipes equally effectual, 
and certified as such by the inspector to the 
local authority, take up, divert, or alter the 
level of any sewers and drains, culverts, or 
pipes, constructed by any local authority, and 
passing under or interfering with such rivers, 
canals, docks, harbours, reservoirs, or basins, 
or the towing-paths thereof, and do all such 
matters and things as may be necessarv for 
carrying into effect such taking up, diversion, 
or alteration. 


Tue Eart or CAMPERDOWN said in 
this clause he proposed to insert after 
Sub-section (1) the words: “any supply 
of water used for domestic or agricultural 
purposes.” He proposed to enact that 
water which had been brought by any 
one to a house or a farm or cottage at his 
own expense, should not be liable to be 
taken by the local authority for public 
purposes. That was the whole intention 
of the Amendment, and the object 
seemed so reasonable that he had hoped 
to spare their Lordships any remarks 
upon it, but he had some little doubt as 
to how his proposal would be received. 
By Clause 126 the Bill gave to a local 
authority, which their Lordships would 
remember was to be the new district 
authority, and no longer the Parish, full 
power, if it should be thought expedient, 
to acquire, provide, or arrange for a 
supply of water for the domestic use of 
the inhabitants, and for sanitary and 
other purposes, and for the purpose the 
local authority was to have power to 
acquire and conduct water from any lake, 
river, spring, or stream, to dig wells, 
and to construct reservoirs, atid so on. 
They were given full and absolute power 
to take any supply of water within the 
district for these purposes. Then in this 


I 2 


207 


Public Health 


‘Clause (189), there were certain excep- | 
tions admitted to this expropriation, and 
it was proposed to enact that the local | 
authority should not be allowed to pre-| 
judicially affect the irrigation of lands 
or the supply of water required for water- | 
works, or for navigation, or for the puri- 
fication of any river or stream. So it | 
would be seen that as the Bill stood at 
present it would be in the power of the 
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they stood in the clause. First the local 
authority was not to interfere with water 
for the irrigation of land in rural dis- 
tricts, and he would ask their Lordships 
was not the water supply for a dwelling 
house of equel importance to irrigation 


'water? Then the supply for water 
works was not to be affected, and 
probably this was because, but for 


the exemption, water companies would 


local authority to take for their parti- 
cular purpose any supply of water not 
exempted by Clause 189. He could) ever, did not create any difference in the 
hardly believe it to be the intention of, justice of the two claims. Then came 
the Government that it should be in the| the further exceptions for navigation 
power of a local authority to take any | purposes and for the purification of rivers 
private supply of this sort. Of course,|/and streams. But he contended that if 
he might be told two things, that this|there should be any exemption at all in 
was the law at the present time, and that | the Bill, then the domestic supply was 
it has been in the power of the parish | the first and most important, and there- 
authority to take any supply of water,|fore he proposed this Sub-section. If 
and moreover it might possibly be said|the Act came to be construed in court 
that the thing had never been done. But |— it might be said perhaps that it never 
though this should be said, yet still he would be done—but if the matter came 
should think it a very bad answer. It| before a court the Judge would find in 
was to be remembered that by legisla- | clause 126 full and absolute power given 
tion the area was being altered and also|to the local authority to take any 
the local authority. Of course, these! water supply, and then turning to clause 
Public Healtli Acts were being read much | 189 he would find three or four exemp- 
more carefully than they used to be, and| tions, and domestic supply not being 
advantage would be taken of any omis-|among these exceptions, was it not 
sion or slip in drafting; therefore it|obvious that any Judge, any lawyer, 
must not be assumed that because this| would say,— 

had happened to be the law under the| 

Act of 1867, and had not been applied in| “ Where are the exemptions from the Act and 
parishes, that it would so remain in the |S this is not among them, it is clear it was the 
future, if it continued to be the law in | deliberate intention of the Legislature that 


alg é ‘ | domestic supply should not be exempted.” 
regard to districts. It might possibly be | pe : 


= that owners would be protected in| Of course it might be said the matter 
this case by the Lands Clauses Act, and | might be left as it had hitherto stood, 
that under that Act the compensation 


claimed would be so large that practi- | Put the whole object cf this big Bill 
cally the owner would be in no danger. | 2% to clear up obscurities in the law 


have great trouble, and would have op- 
posed this part of the Bill. That, how- 





It was not, however, difficult to imagine 
a case; such cases frequently occurred, 
of a supply being necessary to a farm or 
farm buildings, or a cottage. He heard 
only yesterday of parish authorities pro- 
posing to do the very thing with water 
that went to a private house, proposing 
to intercept the supply for the purpose of 
taking it to a school instead. How could 
any pecuniary compensation under the 


Lands Clauses Act be sufficient for a 


man who was deprived of his water 


supply? If any exceptions were to be 


made in the Bill, clearly they should in- 
clude a domestic and agricultural supply. 
He called attention to the exceptions as 


Earl of Camperdown. 


'and make new laws. In his opinion it 
|was never intended in 1867 that a 
|private water supply should be appro- 
|priated, but if the Legislature intended 
| that a private water supply should be 
iliable to be taken, let that be understood, 
‘but a matter of this sort should not be 
allowed to slide and slip into one Act, 
to the surprise hereafter of persons when 
He proposed 
at the end of Sub-section (1) to insert a 
inew Sub-section: (2) Any supply of 
water used for domestic or agricultural 
purposes. 


it was taken advantage of. 
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Lorp BALFOUR said if his noble | premises by any person for domestic or 
Friend had confined his Amendment to/ agricultural purposes.” Or, perhaps, to 
the case he had made out, there would|save the time of the House, although 
be a good deal to be said for it. The) the Standing Order had been suspended, 
noble Earl had laid great stress on the|the remaining stages of the Bill might 
hardship that would occur to an owner|be taken on the morrow, and he would 
who had brought in a supply of water;meanwhile endeavour to arrange the 
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by artificial means for domestic or 
agricultural purposes, if this supply was 
taken away. But the words of the 
Amendment went far beyond that ; there 


was nothing to confine the exception to | 


water artificially introduced, it would 
apply to any supply used for domestic 
or agricultural purposes. If these words 
were inserted he was advised they would 
absolutely prevent any local authority 
taking water from any part of a stream 
which in its lower course was used for 
domestic or agricultural purposes, for it 
would be open to be argued that the 
supply was thereby injuriously affected. 
He was certain his noble Friend did not 
contemplate such a result as that, for he 
knew, from discussion with him and a 
long acquaintance with him in business 
transactions, that he was of an eminently 
practical mind, and had no wish by a 
side issue to make clause 126 absolutely 
nugatory. The Amendment went far 
beyond the case he had argued and 
would render that part of the Bill 
absolutely useless. He frankly admitted 
this was the law and had so existed for 
thirty years, but not resting objection 
upon that, for he admitted that confined 
to the case he had argued there was a 
good deal to be said, but the Amend- 
ment went far beyond such a case, he 
was wholly unable to accept it and hoped 
it would not be pressed. 

THe Earn or CAMPERDOWN 
said he was perfectly ready to accept any 
Amendment of his proposal, which 
would confine the operation to the 
cases he had mentioned. He did not 
mean to confine the application of the 
Amendment to water artificially brought ; 
he wished to extend it to water which 
was either artificially brought or came 
down in the usual channels. He would 
be perfectly prepared to modify the 
terms of the Sub-section, so that it should 
apply to any supply of water so far as 
used for domestic or agricultural pur- 
poses. 

Lorp BALFOUR asked the noble 
Earl if he would adopt some such words 
as these :—‘“ Any supply brought to any 


|words with the noble Earl. But he 
was afraid whatever Amendment might 
| be inserted, he could not be responsible 
| for its acceptance in another place. 

THe Earn or CAMPERDOWN 
said he was ready to accept that pro- 
posal. It must be distinctly understood 
his object was to save any supply of 
water, whether artificially brought or 
coming down its own channel, and used 
for supplying a house, cottage or farm. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Clause ordered to stand part of the Bill. 


Clauses 190, 191, and 192 ordered to 
stand part of the Bill. 


Clause 193,— 





REFERENCE TO PUBLIC HEALTH ACTS. 


| ““ Where, in any public, general, or local Act 

the Public Health Acts or any sections thereof 
are referred to, such reference shall be deemed 
to mean and include a reference to this Act or 
the corresponding sections of this Act and any 
Amendments thereof; and the expression 
‘public health rate’ in any such Act shall mean 
the public health general assessment under this 
Act.” 


Amendment made :— 


“ After ‘mean’ insert ‘and a reference to 
any of the assessments mentioned in Section 95 
of the Public Health (Scotland) Act 1867, shall 
be deemed to bea reference to.”— (Lord Balfour.) 


Clause, as amended, ordered to stand 
part of the Bill. 
and Schedule 


Remaining Clauses 


agreed to. 


Bill reported as amended. Report of 
Amendments to be received To-morrow. 





POST OFFICE (SITES) BILL. 
Read 2* (according to Order). 
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WORKMEN (COMPENSATION FOR 
ACCIDENTS) BILL. 


Commons Amendments to Lords 
Amendments and Commons consequen- 


Workmen (Compensation 


tial Amendment, and Commons reasons 
for disagreeing to certain of the Lords 
Amendments considered (according to 


Order). 


Lords Amendment :— 


Clause 1, leave out Sub-section (4) and 
insert : 


(4.) If within the time hereinafter in this 
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would have no right of appeal, because 
the action would be left in suspense. He 
could not help thinking that those who 
suggested this Amendment did not con- 
template that possibility. 


Amendment, as amended, agreed to. 


Commons Amendments: Leave out 
“his” and insert “its”; leave out 
“ Judge” and insert “Court” ; leave out 

,“he” and insert “it,” and leave out the 
| second “he” and insert “it” ; leave out 
'“he” and insert “ it.” 


Act limited for taking proceedings an action | 


is brought to recover damages independently of | 


this Act for injury caused by any accident, 
and it is determined in such action that the 


Lorpv BELPER moved that these 
Amendments be agreed to. 


injury is one for which the employer is not | 


liable in such action, but that he would have | 


Amendments agreed to. 


been liable to pay compensation under the pro- | 


visions of this Act, the action shall be dis- 
missed ; but the Judge, if he shall think fit, 
may himself proceed to assess such compensa- 
tion, and shall be at liberty to deduct from 
such compensation all the costs which, in his 
judgment, have been caused by the plaintitt 


bringing the action instead of proceeding under | 


this Act. 

In any proceeding under this sub-section, 
when the Judge assesses the compensation he 
shall give a certificate of the compensation he 
has awarded and the directions he has given 
as to the deduction for costs, and such cer- 


Clause 3,— 


(1.) If the Registrar of Friendly Societies, 
after taking steps to ascertain the views of the 
employers and workmen, certifies that any 
scheme of compensation or insurance for the 
workmen of an employer in any employment 
is, on the whole, not less favourable to the 
workmen and their dependants than the provi- 
sions of this Act, the employer may, until the 
certificate is revoked, contract with any of 
those workmen that the provisions of the 


| scheme shall be substituted for the provisions 


tificate shall have the force and effect of an | of this Act, and thereupon the employer shall 


award under this Act. 


Commons 


be liable only in accordance with the scheme, 
but, save as aforesaid, this Act shall apply, 


| notwithstanding any contract to the contrary 


2 Amendments : e Leave Out | made after the commencement of this Act. 
from Judge to * proceed,” and insert | The Registrar may give a certificate to expire 
“Court in which the action is tried | at the end of a limited period not less than five 
shall.” | years. ; 

| (2.) No scheme shall be so certified which 


i sai _. | contains an obligation upon the workmen to 
Lorp BELPER moved to agree with | join the scheme as a condition of their hiring. 


the Commons Amendment. | 


Tue LORD CHANCELLOR said he had 
an Amendment to move to the Amend- 
ment. By some error, he could not help 
thinking, the effect of the Amendment 
as it stood would, by a side-wind, be to 
deprive the plaintiff of his right of appeal 
if the learned Judges decided against 
him. He therefore proposed to move to 
leave out from the second “the” in line 
7 to “proceed” in line 8, and, after the 
words “ Court in which the action is tried 
shall,” to insert the words “if the plain- 
tiff shall so choose.” The effect of that 
would be to restore what their Lordships 
had suggested. The Commohs Amend- 
ment would have, unfortunately, left out 
any determination of the action at all. 
The result would be that the plaintiff 


(3.) If the funds under any such scheme are 

not sufficient to meet the compensation payable 
| under the scheme the employer shall be liable 
\to make good the amount of compensation 
| which would be payable under this Act. 
| (4.) If complaint is made to the Registrar of 
| Friendly Societies by or on behalf of the work- 
|men of any employer that the provisions of 
any scheme are no longer on the whole so 
favourable to the workmen of such employer 
and their dependants as the provisions of this 
| Act. or that the provisions of such scheme are 
| being violated, or that the scheme is not being 
| fairly administered by the employer, or that 
| satisfactory reasons exist for revoking the cer- 
| tificate, the Registrar shall examine into the 
| complaint, and, if satisfied that good cause 
| exists for such complaint, shall, unless the 
cause of complaint is removed, revcke the cer- 
| tifteate, whereupon the funds of the scheme 
| shall be distributed as may be arranged be- 
tween the employer and workmen, or as may 
be determined by the Registrar of Friendly 
Societies in the event of a ome of opinion. 
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(5.) Whenever a scheme has been certified as Lorp BELPER said this was a mere 
aforesaid, it shall be the duty of the employer | drafting Amendment, and he moved that 
to answer all such inquiries and to furnish all it be agreed to 
such accounts in regard to the scheme as may | ~ 5 7 
be made or required by the Registrar of 
Friendly Societies. 

(6.) The Chief Registrar of Friendly Societies 
shall include in his annual report the particu- 
lars of the proceedings of the Registrar under Lords Amendment: Second schedule, 


this Act. : ; 
after “accordingly” insert: 


Amendment agreed to. 


“ 

Lords Amendment : Leave out “of an | «and rules of court may be made both for 
employer. Commons Reason.—The any purpose for which this Act authorises rules 
Commons disagree to this Amendment | of court to be made, and also generally for 
for the following reason: Because the | ©@tying into effect this Act so far as it affects 
éenias f th a as 4 Tier a. aetna ™ the County Court or an arbitrator appointed 

Sslon of the words — by the employer | by the Judge of the County Court, and pro- 
would unduly widen the scope of the | ceedings in the County Court or before any 
clause. such arbitrator, and _s = , be made 
: by the five Judges of the County Courts ap- 

Lorp BELPER moved to agree with | pointed for the = El of rules aul Sostine 
the Commons. one hundred and sixty-four of the County 
Court Act 1888, and when allowed by the Lord 
Chancellor, as provided by that section, shall 
Motion agreed to. have full effect without any further consent.” 


Lords Amendment: After “whole” in- | Commons Amendment: After “may” 
sert “under all the circumstances of the | insert “in England.” 

case.” Commons Reason.—The Com- 
mons disagree to this Amendment for} Amendment agreed to. 
the following reason: Because the words " 


“under all the circumstances of the a ne oe 
” - , a P = 
case” would not substantially alter the first of the Commons Amendments to 


meaning of the clause, or might intro- |, : : ; 
= re ce wi Sub-section (4) of Clause 1 which was in- 
duce matters which the Registrar should . : < 
. serted by their Lordships, and which 
not consider. ! : tg 
made certain provisions for the assess- 
’ ment of compensation in the case of an 
Commons consequential Amendment. | action wrongly brought independently of 
—But they propose as a consequential | the Act in regard to an injury for which 
Amendment in line 31 to insert after | the employer would have been liable to 
“ ”» i B coal = ° ie 
employment” the words “whether or | pay compensation under the provisivns 
not such scheme includes other em-| of the Act. 


ployers and their workmen.” Tam LORD CHANCELLOR said he 
desired to move an Amendment to the 

Lorp BELPER moved to agree with| Commons Amendment. The effect of 
the Commons Amendment. The other|the Commons Amendment as it stood 
House did not appear to think that these | was to deprive the plaintiff of his right 
words would widen the scope of the | of appeal if the Judge of the Court in 
clause, and that they might possibly in- | which the action was tried decided against 
troduce some matters which were not|him. He could not help thinking that 





intended. this was due to some error, to some mis- 
apprehension, and was not intended by 
Amendment agreed to. | those who suggested the Amendment to 


their Lordships’ sub-section. He there- 
| red t d the Amendment 
ects Amendment: In Gebbeelicn (er Oe ee 
(10), first schedule, after “employer” | 8 to grant a right of appeal if the 
insert “or by any person by whom he is | plaintiff shall so choose. 

entitled to be indemnified.” Commons | 

Amendment: Leave out “he is entitled ” | Commons’ Amendment as _ thus 
and insert “the employer is entitled amended agreed to ; remaining Commons 


under this Act.” | Amendments agreed to. 
| 
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EDUCATION (SCOTLAND) BILL. 

Lorp BALFOUR, in asking their Lord- 
ships to give a Second Reading to this 
Bill, explained that it proceeded on the 
same general lines as the educational 
legislation which that House had already 
agreed to so far as England was con- 
cerned. They had inserted all the provi- 
sions they required in one Bill, and dealt 
both with the case of the necessitous 
School Board districts and of the Volun- 
tary Schools. Some disappointment had 
been expressed as to the amount which 
would accrue to Scotland under these 
proposals. He ventured to think that 
that disappointment was not altogether 
well founded. It was based upon the 
assumption that the money spent upon 
education in the two countries should 
proceed upon the definite ratio of 80 to 
11. This was the calculation in regard 
to some other matters, but so far as edu- 
cation was concerned, the Government 
were unable to accept that theory. Their 
belief was that the education grant from 
the Imperial Exchequer in the case of 
the two countries respectively should be 
given not upon any financial theory of 
that kind, but should proceed, so far as 
the different conditions of the two coun- 
tries would allow, upon an essential 
equality of conditions, and should, there- 
fore, be given upon grounds which would 
be an incentive to efficiency of education, 
and not as a mere subsidy upon purely 
financial considerations. There was no 
attempt in the Bill at any educational 
change, or at the introduction of any 
new principle so far as Scotland was con- 
cerned. It proceeded entirely upon the 
idea of giving some much-needed assist- 
ance to Voluntary Schools and to the 
necessitous School Board districts. It 
was, however, made to suit the circum- 
stances of Scotland in some of its details. 
For example, they did not propose to set 
up any of the somewhat elaborate 
machinery of associations which was con- 
sidered necessary in the case of England. 
The reason for that was that there were, 
comparatively speaking, so few Voluntary 
Schools in Scotland, and were so scat- 
tered over the country, that it would not 
be easy to form associations while they 
were so few in number, that it was by no 
means difficult for the Scotch Education 
Department to deal with them individu- 
ally. The provision made for the neces- 
sitous School Boards was simply an ex- 
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tension of the principle which would be 
found in the 67th Section of the Scotch 
Education Act of 1872. Those provi- 
sions were proposed to be extended in 
this Bill, on precisely the same lines, and 
to bring about the same results as in the 
case of England. They proposed to 
exempt the Voluntary Schools from rates, 
but they did not propose in the case of 
Scotland to do away with the 17s. 6d. 
limit. There was not only no feeling 
against the limit in Scotland, but he be- 
lieved it was very generally supported 
upon educational grounds. It was found 
to work well in practice, and it produced 
little or no discontent, while, at the same 
time, they regarded it as a valuable pro- 
vision to prevent the practice of what 
was known as farming out schools. The 
capitation grant proposed to Voluntary 
Schools on the average attendance was 
3s. a head. This was less by 2s. than 
the capitation grant in the case of 
English Voluntary Schools, but the dis- 
tinction was based upon the fact that the 
fee grant was 12s. and not 10s., as was 
the case in England. Scotland, up to the 
present time, had been able to pay this 
additional 2s. both for Board and Volun- 
tary Schools. The capitation grant to 
the Voluntary Schools would amount to 
£12,500. The alteration which was 
made in the condition under which the 
grant would henceforth be given to neces- 
sitous Board Schools was estimated to 
make an increase of about £28,000 a 
year to that special grant. The whole 
additional grant therefore payable under 
this Bill, so far as Scotland was con- 
cerned, would be about £41,000. There 
was an additional proposal for increas- 
ing the fee grant, which did not require 
legislation. Upto the present time they 
had been paying at the rate of 12s. 
instead of 10s., the extra 2s. being made 
up out of the Customs and excise money, 
which was set apart for the purpose in 
1290. £40,000 was set apart for that 
purpose, and according to the average 
attendance of the day, that sum was 
sufficient. But with the increased aver- 
age attendance that sum had been really 
insuflicient, and they were therefore 
brought face to face with the serious 
prospect of having to reduce their fee 
grant to 10s., and so seriously disturb 
the financial position of every Scot- 
tish School, whether under a Board 
or under Voluntary management. 
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The amount of deficiency would very 
shortly rise to £25,000, with the prospect 
of still further increase as the average 
attendance increased. The Chancellor 
of the Exchequer had agreed to assume 
upon the Imperial funds the burden of 
hereafter making up any deficiency ; and 
the whole sum which would accrue to 
Scotland in consequence of the Govern- 
ment’s policy would be £66,000 a year. 
Taking that in connection with the sums 
payable under the English Bill, the 
Government did not think it was an un- 
fair equivalent to give Scotland from the | 
Imperial Exchequer. He concluded by | 
moving the Second Reading. 

Lorp TWEEDMOUTH said that he) 
regretted that the noble Lord, as Secre- 
tary for Scotland, should have adopted 
this Bill, because it offended against the 
very objects for which the noble Lord’s 
department was instituted. When, some 
years ago, Scottish business was taken 
from the Home Office and intrusted to a 
separate department, the object was to 
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Lorp BALFOUR: I cannot assent 


to that calculation. If there were to be 
a strict reckoning at the ratio of 11 to 
80 on the whole expenditure on educa- 
tion, Scotland would not get nearly as 
much as she does. 

Lorp TWEEDMOUTH. said _ that 
because Scotland had in the past chosen 
to spend a large sum on education, there 
was no reason why now she should not 
receive a dole equivalent to that given to 
England. Without contending about 
the amount of the deficiency, he would 


| merely say that the sum allotted to Scot- 


land was unjustly small, and that the 
noble Lord, as responsible for it, had not 
done his duty to the country for whose 
interests he was responsiblein Parliament. 
Again, he failed to see any demand for 
this Bill in Scotland. He did not object 
to additional expenditure on _ the 
voluntary schools They were few 
in number, and stood in a totally 
different position from the English 
Voluntary Schools. If there were a 


insure for Scotland a careful safeguard- | sufficient numberof Catholicsor Episcopa- 


ing of her interests of all sorts, and 
especially in the matter of finance. 


lians in a given district to maintain a 


It | school of their own, it was only fair that 


was also the purpose to secure that | they should get some share of the Govern- 


Scottish legislation should follow Scottish 
demands and wants, and that in carry- 


ing that legislation out, methods should | 


be adopted which were consonant with 
Scottish sentiment and wishes. This Bill 
failed to meet each and all of those con- 
ditions. With regard to finance, the noble 
Lord had admitted that with regard to this 
Bill the Government were departing from 
the principle of equivalent grants; and 
the noble Lord explained that the 
Government did not think education was 
a proper subject for equivalent grants. 
He quite agreed that the sum spent in 
each country on education should be in 
accordance with the wants of the 
country. But when a sum was taken 
from the Imperial Exchequer and given as 
a grant-in-aid for any purpose to one 
country, an equivalent grant ought to be 
given to the other country, though not 
necessarily for the same purpose, in order 
to be fair to the taxpayers of both 
countries. The very figures of the noble 


Lord showed that he admitted that con- 
tention ; for if a sum equivalent to that 
given to England under the English Bill 
were now given to Scotland, it would be 
instead of £66,000, more like £110,000. 





/ment money. But for Scotland there 
had come no demand whatever for further 
aid to elementary education. As far as 
elementary education was concerned, the 
Board, in Scottish opinion, was complet. 
But further provision was needed 
for secondary and technica] education. 
Opinions to that effect had been ex- 
pressed by Conservative as well as Liberal 
Members for Scotland, and by the 
numerous memorials which had been 
presented to the noble Lord for educa- 
| tional bodies in Scotland. The desire of 
all Scottish educationists was effectively 
to bridge over the interval between 
the Board Schools and the Universities. 
Even those who accepted this Bill, 
accepted it only as an instalment of 
'what was due to Scotland. Then the 
| Bill was not applied according to Scottish 
‘methods, If this grant were to he given, 
Scottish opinion desired that it should 
be accompanied with some assurance of 
greater educational efficiency, and with 
|some assurance of local control in the 
\case of the Voluntary Schools. The 
words of the English Bill, “ Due regard 
being had to the efficiency of the school,” 
were left out of this Bill, and no sort of 
condition was made as to the admission. 


| 





| 
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of some outside control. 
that the Scottish Voluntary Schools, and 
especially the Catholic schools, would 
have been very willing to agree to 
some outside control in their manage- 
ment as a condition of this State 
aid. But the opportunity, which 
it was such a pity to miss had not been 
taken. For the reasons which he had 
given, he should certainly call “ not con- 
tent ” when the Question was put to the 
House. 

Tue LORD CHANCELLOR put the 
Question that the Bill be now Read a 
Second time. 

Lorv TWEEDMOUTH called “not 
content,” but on the Lord Chancellor 
declaring that “the Contents had it,” a 
Division was not challenged. 


Metropolitan Water 


Bill Read a Second time, and com- 
mitted to a Committee of the whole 
House To-morrow. 





BURIALS JOINT COMMITTEE BILL. 

Lorp BELPER, in moving the Second 
Reading of this Bill, said that it referred 
to a number of cases in which Burial 
Boards had been constituted for areas 
which included several parishes. Al- 
though, under the Local Government Act 
of 1874 provision was made for these 
cases, there were a number of small 
matters with regard to their regulation 
which required to be made clear. One 
of these was that any expenses incurred 
in carrying out the purposes for which 
the Board was constituted should be 
determined by the County Council, in 
default of agreement among the various 
local authorities. Another point had 
reference to the consent which was neces- 
sary for the Board to receive before 
borrowing money. Under the ordinary 
law, the County Council and the Local 
Government Board were both empowered 
to give the authority. This Bill con- 
fined the power to the Local Government 
Board. 


Read 2 (according to Order); Com- 
mittee negatived: Then (Standing 


Orders No. XXXIX. and XLV. having 
been suspended) Bill Read 3°, and passed. 
Lord Tweedmouth. 


{LORDS} 
He believed |' 
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Companies Bill. 

DANGEROUS PERFORMANCES BILL. 

Lorp BELPER, in moving the Second 
Reading of this Bill, explained that it 
proposed to amend the Dangerous Per- 
formances Act of 1879 by raising the age 
at which children could take part in those 
performances from 14 to 18 years in the 
case of females, and 16 years in the case 
of males, and instead of allowing pro- 
ceedings to be instituted on the informa- 
tion of any informer, it was provided 
that the consent of the chief officer of 
police of the area in which the alleged 
offence was committed should be first 
obtained. 

Tue Eart or KIMBERLEY thought 
there could be no objection to the Bill, 
because, while it made restrictions on a 
legitimate employment, it prevented 
malicious and annoying prosecutions on 
the part of faddists, of whom there was 
a large number in this country. 


Read 2* (according to Order): Then 
(Standing Orders Nos. XXXIX. and 
XLV. having been suspended) Bill com- 
mitted to a Committee of the whole 
House forthwith ; Bill reported, without 
Amendment; Read 3%, and passed. 





YORKSHIRE CORONERS BILL. 
Read 2* (according to Order); Com- 
mittee negatived: Then (Standing Orders 
Nos. XX XIX. and XLV. having been sus- 
pended) Bill Read 3%, and passed. 





CONGESTED DISTRICTS (SCOTLAND) 
BILL. 


Considered in Committee (according to 
Order); reported without amendment: 
Then (Standing Orders Nos. XX XIX. and 
XLV. having been suspended) Bill Read 
3*, and passed. 





METROPOLITAN WATER COMPANIES 
BILL. 
Considered in Committee. 
Clause 1,— 


COMPLAINT MAY BE MADE TO RAILWAY AND 
CANAL COMMISSION. 
(1.) Any water consumer or any local 


authority may — to the Railway and 
Canal Commission that any of the metropolitan 
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water companies have failed to perform some 
statutory duty of the company, and the Com- 
mission may hear and determine that com- 
plaint, and if satisfied of such failure order the 
company within the time limited by the Order 
to fulfil the duty, and may either impose any 
penalty for such failure which can be impcsed 
under any other Act, or enforce such Order in 
like manner as any other Order of the Com- 
mission. 

(2.) If at any time complaint as to the quan- 
tity or quality of the water supplied by any of 
the metropolitan water companies for domestic 
use is made to the Railway and Canal Com- 
mission, by any water consumer or local 
authority, the Commission may hear and deter- 
mine such complaint, and if satisfied that the 
complaint is well founded, may order the com- 
pany, within such reasonable time as is speci- 
fied in the Order, to remove the ground of such 
complaint, and may enforce such Order in like 
manner as any other order of the Commission. 

(3.) All enactments relating to the Railway 
and Canal Commission (except Section two of 
the Railway and Canal Traffic Act 1894, which 
restricts the power to award costs) shall, with 
the necessary modifications, apply to the Rail- 
way and Canal Commission for the purpose of 
their jurisdiction under this Act. 

(4.) This Act shall be in addition to and 
not in substitution for any existing proceedings 
or remedy. 


Lorp JAMES or HEREFORD moved 
to amend Sub-section (2) by giving 
power to the Railway and Canal Com- 
mission to award damages to the com- 
plainant in case of any complaint by a 
water consumer or local authority as to 
the quantity or quality of the water sup- 
plied for domestic purposes. 


Amendment agreed to. 


Lorp TWEEDMOUTH proposed to 


add the following new sub-section to 
Clause 1:— 


“When in any quarter in which, owing to 
insufficiency of supply or pressure, fracture of 
mains, or any other cause than the default of 
the water consumer, water shall not have been 
supplied to any premises on every day in ac- 
cordance with the law, the owner or occupier 
of such premises may complain to the Railway 
and Canal Commission that such deficiency of 
supply has occurred; and the Commission, if 
satisfied that the complaint is well founded, 
may order the company to repay to the water 
consumer the proportionate part of the 
quarter’s water rate paid for the days on which 
the supply was insufficient.” 


This Amendment was moved in Com- 
mittee on the Bill in the other House by 
Mr. Lionel Holland, and though it was 
defeated, it received a large amount of 
support. It was intended to remove one 
of the greatest grievances from which 
water consumers suffered—namely, that 
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they should have to pay rates for water 
which had not been supplied to them. 

Lorp JAMES or HEREFORD did not 
think the sub-section necessary, as the 
Amendment which had just been made 
to the clause gave power to the Commis- 
sion to award damages to consumers who 
had not received water. 

Tuer Eart or KIMBERLEY thought it 
was a somewhat absurd arrangement to 
provide that a consumer could recover 
damages ; and at the same time have to 
pay rates for water he did not receive, 
and the non-receipt of which constituted 
his right to damages. He thought the 
Government should pluck up courage and 
put an end to the most monstrous and 
grievous injustice from which water con- 
sumers suffered—that of having to pay 
for water which they never received. 

Lorv JAMES or HEREFORD said 
that the criticism of the noble Earl ap- 
plied with greater force to the Amend- 
ment, which would give no power to the 
consumer to recover damages but only 
the rates which he had paid. 


Amendment negatived. 


Clause 6,— 


SHORT TITLE AND COMMENCEMENT. 


(1.) This Act may be cited as the Metropolis 
Water Act 1897. 

(2.) This Act shall come into operation on 
the first day of November next after the 
passing thereof. 


Lorp JAMES or HEREFORD said 
that the Bill as it stood was to come into 
operation on November 1. But as the 
question whether or not there was an 
adequate supply of water in East London 
was now being: raised the Government 
thought the Bill should come into opera- 
tion at once. He, therefore, begged to 
move to substitute “September 1” for 
“ November 1.” 


Standing Orders Nos. XXXIX. and 
XLV. having been suspended, Amend- 
ments reported; Bill Read 3* with the 
Amendments, and passed, and returned 
to the Commons. 


POST OFFICE AND TELEGRAPHS 
(FACILITIES AND PENSIONS) BILL. 


Read 3° (according to Order), and 
passed. 
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METROPOLITAN POLICE (BORROWING 
POWERS) BILL. 

Read 3% (according to Order), and | 
passed. 








FOREIGN PRISON-MADE GOODS BILL. 


Considered in Committee. 


{LORDS} 
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Loans Bill. 


Bill, and although the Bill provided that 
trees, such as ornamental timber, were 
not to be cut down, no mention of other 
trees was made. 


*THe Marquess or LANSDOWNE 
said that parks were sufficiently pro- 
tected by the provision which denied to 


| the troops the use of any premises en- 


Clause 1,— 
PROHIBITION OF IMPORTATION OF FOREIGN | 
PRISON-MADE GOODS. 

There shall be added to the table of prohi- | 
bitions and restrictions contained in Section 
forty-two of the Customs Consolidation Act 
1€76, the following, that is to say: 

Goods proved to the satisfaction of the 
Commissioners of Customs by evidence 
tendered to them to have been made or 
produced wholly or in part in any foreign 
prison, gaol, house of correction, or 
penitentiary. 


Lorp BALFOUR moved to add at the 
end of the clause the words— 


“except goods in transit, or not imported for 
the purpose of trade, or of a description not 
manufactured in the United Kingdom.” 


They proposed to make these exceptions 
in consequence of a pledge given in the 
other House. 





closed within the curtilages of or attached 
to any dwelling house, or any enclosed 
wood or plantation. With regard to trees 
it was quite true that picturesque or 


| valuable timber or other natural features 


of exceptional interest or beauty were 
specially mentioned as requiring absolute 
protection from the troops, but timber of 
ether sorts was also protected to this 
extent—that the troops were avsolutely 
prohibited from entering enclosed woods 
and plantations, and that, outside of 
these, any injury which might be occa- 
sioned to trees or underwood would form 
the subject of compensation under 
Clause 6 of the Bill. 


Tue Eart or WEMYSS: That is to say 


| they might cut down the wood and then 


you would have to pay for it after. 


*THeE Marquess oF LANSDOWNE 
said that woods and plantations were 


| denied altogether to the troops, who had 


Amendment agreed to. 


Standing Orders Nos. XXXIX. and 
XLV. having been suspended, Amend- 
ment reported; Bill Read 3, with the 
Amendment, and passed, and returned to 
the Commons. 


STIPENDIARY MAGISTRATES’ 
JURISDICTION (SCOTLAAD) BILL. 
Considered in Committee; Bill re- 

ported without Amendment ; to be Read 
3? To-morrow. 


LICENSING (SCOTLAND) ACTS 
AMENDMENT BILL. 
Considered in Committee; Bill re- 


perted without Amendment ; to be Read 
3° To-morrow. 


MILITARY MANCEUVRES BILL. 
Considered in Committee. 
Tue Eart or WEMYSS pointed out 
that parks were not mentioned in the 





| 10 permission to enter them. 


Standing Orders Nos. XXXIX. and 
XLV. having been suspended, Bill Read 
3° and passed. 


DISTRICT COUNCIL (WATER SUPPLY 
FACILITIES) BILL. 
Considered in Committee (according 
to Order); reported without Amend- 
ment; then, Standing Orders Nos. 
XXXIX. and XLV. having been sus- 
pended, Bill Read 3°, and passed. 


WICKLOW HARBOUR (ADVANCES) BILL. 


Considered in Committee (according 
to Order); reported without Amend- 
ment; then, Standing Orders Nos. 


XXXIX. and XLV. having been sus- 
pended, Bill Read 3%, and passed. 











225 Southwark and Vauxhall 13 Avaust 1897} 


PUBLIC WORKS LOANS BILL. 
Considered in Committee (according 
to Order); reported without Amend- 
ment; then, Standing Orders Nos. 
XXXIX. and XLV. having been sus- 

pended, Bill Read 3%, and passed. 





ARCHDEACONRY OF LONDON 
(ADDITIONAL ENDOWMENTS) BILL. 


Considered in Committee (according 
to Order); reported without Amend- 
ment; then, Standing Orders Nos. 
XXXIX. and XLV. having been sus- 
pended, Bill Read 3%, and passed. 





EXPIRING LAWS CONTINUANCE BILL 
Considered in Committee (according 
to Order); reported without Amend- 
ment; then, Standing Orders Nos. 
XXXIX. and XLV. having been sus- 
pended, Bill Read 3%, and passed. 


House adjourned at a Quarter past 
Seven o’Clock, till To-morrow, a 
Quarter past Four o’Clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Tuesday, 38rd August 1897. 





PRIVATE BUSINESS. 


SOUTHWARK AND VAUXHALL 
WATER BILL. 


Lords Amendments considered. 


Mr. JAMES STUART (Shoreditch, 
Hoxton) said that the Lords Amend- 
ments to this Bill, which occupied six 
pages of their Agenda Paper, were an 
ample justification of the course which 
he had taken in that House in connection 
with this Measure on a previous occasion. 
The position he had taken up in relation 
to this Bill was that the Southwark and 
Vauxhall Company should be permitted 
to take an additional supply of water 
from the river Thames for a_ limited 
period, provided that the status quo 
should be preserved. His objection to 
the Bill when it was before the House 
on the previous occasion, was that it con- 
tained no limitation of the character he 
had indicated, but contained a number 


i 
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of clauses which would have the 
effect of seriously prejudicing the 


future situation. The present situa- 
tion had arisen from the fact that the 
Committee of that House before whom 
the Bill was sent had passed the preamble 
of the Measure and had sent it to the 
House of Lords without having heard 
the case of those who opposed the Bill. 
The Chairman of that Committee, how- 
ever, had stated that it was the intention 
of the Committee that the status quo 
should be preserved, and expressed their 
willingness to take the Bill back for 
further consideration, in order to amend 
it, if it should not in their opinion provide 
for the maintenance of the status quo. 
The right hon. Gentleman the President 
of the Local Government Board, however, 
had intervened and said that he would 
not permit the Bill to be recommitted, 
because he hoped and believed that the 
Bill would be amended by the Committee 
of the House of Lords. He was glad to 
say that the Bill as sent back to that 
House by the House of Lords had been 
largely amended in the direction that he 
desired. He desired, however, to point 
out that in one respect the Bill still 
remained open to objection, namely, that 
it required the promoters to bring in a 
Bill in the next Session of Parliament to 
render the altered position of the Com- 
pany permanent, without waiting for the 
Report of the Royal Commission which 
the Government themselves had appointed 
to inquire into the whole subject of the 
Water Supply of London. It was 
most objectionable that when the whole 
subject had been referred to a Royal 
Commission, one of the London Water 
Companies should be allowed to deal 
permanently with one portion of that 
subject, without waiting for the Report 
of the Royal Commission. However, 
as he fully admitted that it was 
necessary that a temporary Measure of 
some kind dealing with the power of the 
Company to take additional water from 
the Thames for a limited period should 
| be passed, he did not propose to offer any 
| further opposition to the Bill, by moving 
| that the Lords’ Amendments to it should 
be considered that day six months. 

Sr FREDK. DIXON-HARTLAND 
(Middlesex, Uxbridge) said that as the 
hon. Member had not made any Motion 
with regard to the Bill, it would be suffi- 

| cient for him to say that he did not admit 
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in any way that the suggestions of the CONTEMPT OF COURT (ST. VINCENT). 
hon. Member, as to the future effect of *Sir CHARLES DILKE (Gloucester, 


Sea, 


the Bill were well founded. 
Lords Amendments agreed to. 


STANDING ORDERS. 

Mr. SPEAKER said that a number of 
formal Amendments to the Standing 
Orders relating to Private Bills stood upon 
the Paper in the name of the Chairman 
of Ways and Means, and with the per- 
mission of the House he would put the 
Question that they should be agreed to as 
a whole, leaving it to any hon. Member 
to object to any particular Amendment, 
if he should think fit to do so, in which 
case he would of course put any such 
Amendment separately. [‘ Hear, hear !”| 


Amendments agreed to. 





QUESTIONS. 





ARMY MEDICAL STAFF MESSES. 

CotoneEL DENNY 
Burghs) : I beg to ask the Under Secre- 
retary of State for War if he will state 
how many Army Medical Staff Messes 
there are in this country, in India, and 
in theColonies respectively, and how many 
of these have come into existence since 
the introduction of the Army Estimates 
in February ; do the War Office contri- 
bute anything towards the expenses of 
these Messes ; and what contributions 


do the authorities make to the Messes of | 
British regiments and Native regiments | 


in India? 


THE UNDER SECRETARY or 


STATE ror WAR (Mr. Broprick, | 


Surrey, Guildford) : The organisation of 
a Mess depends largely on the officers 
themselves, and need not be reported to 
the War Office. So far as the Director 
General is aware, there are four medical 
Messes in this country, none of which 
have come into existence since February. 
The Director General is making inquiries 
as to whether further Messes are desired, 
and in any such case the War Depart- 
ment will be prepared to give facilities 
by the provision of a building. In India 
the Mess allowance to a British regiment 
is from 150 to 200 rupees a month, and 
to a native regiment 100 rupees a month. 


Sir Fredk.-Dixon-Hartland. 


(Kilmarnock | 


| Forest of Dean): I beg to ask the Secre- 
| tary of State for the Colonies (1) whether 
he is now in possession of the facts of the 
case of Mr. C. J. M‘Leod, Barrister-at- 
Law, who was, on the 4th May, com- 
mitted to the Kingstown Prison, in the 
Island of St. Vincent, for 14 days, with- 
out the option of a fine, for contempt of 
ieourt, by Mr. Geoffrey St. Aubyn, 
| sittingas acting Chief Justice ; (2) whether 
|he can inform the House of what the 
alleged contempt of court consisted ; and 
| (3) whether, supposing the allegation itself 
jto be true, the opinion of the Law 
| Officers of the Crown has been taken on 
ithe legality of the procedure and sen- 
| tence? 
| Tne SECRETARY or STATE For 
rug COLONIES (Mr. J. CHAMBERLAIN, 
| Birmingham, W.) : In answer to the first 
| Question of the hon. Baronet, I have to 
‘say Yes. In answer to the second Ques- 
| tion, I have to say that Mr. M‘Leod, who 
| acts as agent in St. Vincent for a Grenada 
‘newspaper called the Federalist, pub- 
\lished in St. Vincent, by delivering a 
copy to the librarian of the public library, 
a number of the papers containing a 
scandalous attack upon the administra- 
tion of Justice in the latter colony ; he 
was, on refusing to make an apology to 
the satisfaction of the Court, committed 
to prison for 14 days as a first-class mis- 
|demeanant; in answer to the third 
Question, I have to say that I have not 
thought it necessary to consult the Law 
| Officers of the Crown on this subject. 


BEHRING SEA. 
*Str CHARLES DILKE: TI beg to 
'ask the Under Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs whether it is possible to 


}at once lay before Parliament, or to 
| publish in the Gazette, the Dispatch of 
the Government of the United States of 
America to their Ambassador in London, 
dated 10th May, and any reply which 
may have been made to it? 

THe UNDER SECRETARY or 
STATE ror FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
(Mr. G. Curzon, Lancashire, Southport) : 
Papers are now being prepared, and will, 
I hope, before long be available, which 
will include the Dispatch of the American 
Government and the reply which has 
been made to it. I donot think, how- 
ever, that it would be desirable to publish 
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these two documents alone, since they|he would have any objection to briefly 
will require to be read in connection | summarising the more important of the 
with the previous correspondence to decisions and recommendations arrived 
which they refer. at, having regard also to the fact that 
various unauthorised versions of the 
| proceedings in conference with the 
GLANDERS. | Colonial Premiers have been circulated ? 
Mr. HUDSON KEARLEY (Devon- | Mr. CHAMBERLAIN : A summary 
port): I beg to ask the President of the of the proceedings has been laid on the 
Board of Agriculture (1) whether his| Table and will be distributed shortly. 
attention has been directed to the death | 
of aman in London on 19th July from | 
glanders ; (2) whether he is aware that | COLONIES (REPORTS). 
a horse suffering from this dangerous) Mr. HOGAN: I beg to ask the 
disease has been kept alive for nearly a| Secretary of State for the Colonies why 
year by the Middlesex County Council, 'so few of the annual Reports on the 
to the risk of other horses and men ;| Colonies have been issued this year ; and 
and (3) whether in the event of that whether, as their value largely depends 
authority continuing to refuse compliance |on promptitude of publication, he will 
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with their obligations, he will, under the 
powers possessed by the Board, compel 
the slaughter of this animal and charge 
the costs. upon the local authority ? 

Mr. J. BIGWOOD (Middlesex, Brent- 
ford) asked whether the right hon. 
Gentleman would state that the fact was 
that the horse in question belonged not 
to the County Council, but to a private 
individual ? 

THe PRESIDENT or tHe BOARD 
or AGRICULTURE(Mr. Watrer Lona, 
Liverpool, West Derby): Certainly, Sir, I 
have not received any information as to 
the unfortunate occurrence mentioned in 
the first paragraph of the Question, and 
I do not understand that it has any con- 
nection with the case of the glandered horse 
to which the hon. Member subsequently 
refers; with regard to that horse, I am in- 
formed by the Middlesex County Council 
that they decline to order its slaughter, 
although they are willing to make and 
carry out all arrangements for the pur- 
pose, if the owner himself consents to its 
being killed; under existing circum- 
stances I do not think I should be 
justified in adopting the course suggested 
by the hon. Member in the last para- 
graph of his Question. 


COLONIAL OFFICE CONFERENCES. 

Mr. J. F. HOGAN (Tipperary, Mid.) : 
I beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
the Colonies whether, as there is now 
little likelihood of the Papers in connec- 
tion with the recent conferences at the 
Colonial Office becoming effectively 
available before the close of the Session, 





take steps to expedite their appearance ? 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN: There has 
been no avoidable delay in the publication 
of the Annual Reports. Several are now 
in the press and will be issued very 
shortly. 


ROYAL [RISH CONSTABULARY. 

Mr. D. MACALEESE (Monaghan, 
N.) : On behalf of the hon. Member for 
North Louth (Mr. T. M. Heaty), I 
beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland (1) whether 
the questions set at a competitive 
examination for head constable, held at 
the Royal Irish Constabulary Depdt, 
Dublin, on 29th June, were typewritten 
beforehand by a member of the Constabu- 
lary, if so, what is his name and rank, 
and where is he at present stationed ; (2) 
can he say how long the candidate who 
got first place had been in charge of a 
station in his entire service prior to said 
examination to qualify him for the 
appointment ; (3) will he also state if the 
examination papers of the Dublin 
Metropolitan police examination recently 
held were printed or typewritten; (4) 
has it come to his knowledge that in both 
forces an uneasiness exists as to possibility 
of examination papers reaching some of 
the candidates beforehand ; and (5) will 
he direct strict provision to be made to 
guard against such a contingency in 
future competitions ? 

THe CHIEF SECRETARY ror 
IRELAND (Mr. Geratp Batrour, 
Leeds, Central): The questions referred 
to in the first paragraph, which were 
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Town and 


prepared by the Inspector General, were 
not typewritten by a member of the 
Constabulary, but by a _ confidential 
member of the Civil Staff attached to 
the office of Inspector General. 
candidate who got first place at the 


recent examination had not previously | 


been in charge of a station, nor was it 


necessary he should have been in order | 
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|fair rents for second statutory terms in 

the County Down, was one of the Court 
,of the Sub-Commission who fixed the 
same rents for the first statutory term. 
I have no power to advise the Commis- 
sioners as to any action they may think 
fit to take, but I will call their attention 
to the hon. Member’s Question. 


Auxiliary Postmen. 


to qualify for promotion, provided he 


had other qualifications which, I am 
informed, this candidate possessed. With 
regard to the third paragraph, the papers 
in literary subjects used in examinations 
for promotion in the Metropolitan Police 
are prepared by the Civil Service Com- 
missioners, and are under the control of 
their officers. Papers in police duties 


and drill are prepared by a Board of | 


Police Officers, and typewritten or other- 
wise copied by mechanical process, by a 
confidential clerk attached to the oftice 
of the Chief Commissioner. No intima- 
tion has reached me, otherwise 
through the representations made to me 


by the hon. and learned Member, of any | 
uneasiness as to the possibility of exam- | 


ination papers being seen by some of the 


candidates beforehand, and I am assured | 
both by the Inspector General and the | 
Chief Commissioner that there is no such | 


uneasiness in either force, as far as they 
are aware. Every precaution is used to 
secure secrecy, and every provision will 


continue to be made to guard against the | 


contingency contemplated in the Question. 


TRISH LAND COMMISSION. 

Mr. McCARTAN (Down, 8.): I beg 
to ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he will 
state if any Land Commission Court 
valuers, now engaged in the County 
Down were Sub-Commissioners 
fixed the first statutory term on the same 
holdings which they are now inspecting, 
in order to review the reductions made by 
other Sub-Commissioners for the second 
statutory term; and, if so, whether he 
will consider the desirability of advising 


the discontinuance of this objectionable | 


practice ! 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: I 


am 


informed that one of the Assistant Com- 
missioners, who has recently been em- 
ployed to value for the Land Commis- 
sion in cases arising out of appeals from 
the decisions of Sub-Commissions fixing 


Chief Secretary for Ireland, 


than | 


who | 


WREXHAM POST OFFICE. 

Mr. W. T. HOWELL (Denbigh 
Boroughs): I beg to ask the Secretary to 
the Treasury, as representing the Post- 
master General, whether his attention 
has been drawn to the fact that the post 
office at Wrexham (population 50,000) is 
placed in the fifth scale of offices for 
postmen, but in the second scale for 
clerks ; and whether he can see his way 
to remove this inequality? 

THe SECRETARY to tne TREA- 
SURY (Mr. R. W. Hansury, Preston) : 
The allocation of scales of pay for Post- 
men depends upon the size of the town 
in which the men work, the cost of 
living, and the value of outdoor labour in 
the locality ; and the Postmen at Wrex- 
ham are included in the fifth scale. The 
pay of the Sorting Clerks is on the othér 
hand regulated by the amount and 
character of the work performed, which 
varies, according to the size and import- 
ance of the place. No application re- 
specting their wages appears to have 
jreached the Postmaster General from 
the Postmen at Wrexham. Such an 
application would of course be duly 
| considered. 


TOWN AND AUXILIARY POSTMEN. 

Mr. HOWELL: I beg to ask the 
Secretary to the Treasury, as representing 
the Postmaster General, whether time for 
‘return to office after completed deliveries 
is allowed to count in the case of town 
and auxiliary rural postmen, but not 
allowed in the case of appointed rural 
postmen ; and whether he can see his 
way to abolishing this distinction ? 

Mr. HANBURY: The Postmaster 
|General is not aware that any such dis- 
tinction as that referred to by the hon. 
“Member is made. It is the rule for 
established rural postmen to return to 
\the office after completing their work, 
and the time so occupied is counted as 
lain of their regular attendance, 
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ROYAL ORDNANCE FACTORIES. 

Mr. H. O. ARNOLD-FORSTER 
(Belfast, W.): I beg to ask the Under 
Secretary of State for War whether it 
is proposed to make the appointment of 
the present acting head of the Royal 
Ordnance Factories permanent ; and, if 
not, whether the War Office will consider 
the advisability of appointing to that 
important post a properly qualified officer, 
acquainted with the progress of Foreign 
armies and the general development of 
firearms, and capable of occupying in 
the Royal Ordnance Factories a position 
equal to that occupied by the superinten- 
dents of great manufacturing firms ? 

Tue FINANCIAL SECRETARY 
To THE WAR OFFICE (Mr. Powe .t- 
WituaMs, Birmingham, 8.) : If my hon. 
Friend refers in his Question to the 
existing vacancy for a Superintendent at 
Enfield, I have to say that the vacancy 
will be filled very shortly under new 
arrangements which have recently been 
sanctioned, and that every care will be 
taken to obtain the services of a 
thoroughly competent official, in all re- 
spects well fitted to take charge of a great 
manufacturing undertaking. 


POST OFFICE RICYCLES. 

Sir GEORGE OSBORNE MORGAN 
(Denbighshire, E.): I beg to ask the 
Secretary to the Treasury, as_represent- 
ing the Postmaster General, on what 
grounds Edward Bithell (who for the 
last 15 months has occasionally been 
employed as a rural postman in the 
district of Minera, in the county of 
Denbigh), has been refused leave to ride his 
own bicycle while discharging his duties, 
and is consequently compelled either to 
walk many miles while doing so or to 
put up overnight at Minera, where the 
only accommodation obtainable is at a 
public house; and whether the Post- 
master General will reconsider his 
decision or direct an inquiry into the 
matter ? 

Mr. HANBURY: Edward Bithell 
is employed occasionally by the Post- 
master of Wrexham to act as substitute 
for Rural Postmen when absent on 
annual or sick leave ; he recently made 
application to be allowed to use his 
bicycle whenever he was so employed, 
but was informed that general authority 
could not be given; he has, however, 


permission to use his cycle on the walk 
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on which he is now employed, and 
similar authority would be given in the 
case of his employment on any other 
walk on which a cycle can be used with 
advantage ; he has not been compelled 
to stay overnight at Minera; in fact 
the hours of the Minera post would not 
admit of his doing so. 


Brent. 


ROYAL ARTILLERY CADETS. 

Sm ANDREW SCOBLE (Hackney 
Central): I beg to ask the Under 
Secretary of State for War whether it is 
the fact that for the last three years all 
the Royal Artillery cadets, on leaving 
Woolwich, have been kept for three 
months without commissions ; whether 
this is a departure from previous 
practice; and, whether, having regard 
to the fact that the last duty of the out- 
going cadets this year was on guard at 
Buckingham Palace on Jubilee Day, 
their commissions may be dated on 22nd 
June, 1897. 

Mr. BRODRICK: The former prac- 
tice was to leave the passed cadets unem- 
ployed until vacancies in the corps 
occurred ; and some had to wait many 
months. The new departure has been 
to commission all for whom vacancies 
have not fallen in three months after 
passing out of the academy. As regards 
the cadets who were on guard on Jubilee 
Day, it is felt to be undesirable that they 
should have a greater reward than the 
troops who were otherwise employed on 
that occasion, 


LAND LAW (IRELAND) ACTS. 

Mr. MACALEESE: I beg to ask 
the Attorney General for Ireland whether 
a tenancy commenced in 1885, and made 
by agreement expressly subject to the 
Ulster custom, is a future tenancy within 
the meaning of the Land Law (Ireland) 
Acts ; and, if so, whether the Govern- 
ment will consider the necessity of 
amending the law on the subject ? 

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL For 
TRELAND (Mr. J. Arktnson, London- 
derry, N.): This is a purely abstract 
question of law, and I must respectfully 
decline to answer it for that reason. 


RIVER BRENT. 
Mr. J.G. WEIR (Ross and Cromarty) : 
I beg to ask the President of the Local 
Government Board whether he is aware 
that, on a recent Sunday, the rector of 
K 
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Hanwell intimated from the pulpit that 
the Medical Officer of Health for the 
district reported that owing to the effluvia 
from the River Brent it was dangerous 
to the public health for persons to attend 
the parish church ; and, having regard 
to the fact that the River Brent passes 
through populous parts of the western 
and north-western districts ofjthe Metro- 
politan area, does he propose to take any 
steps to prevent the possible outbreak of 
an epidemic ; and will he state whether 
any water company takes water from the 
River Brent? 

Tue SECRETARY to tHe LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT BOARD (Mr. T. W. 
RussELL, Tyrone, 8.): I answered a 
similar question yesterday, and there is 
nothing that I am able to add to it 
except that no water company takes 
water from -the Brent that I am 
aware of. 


CYCLISTS’ LAMPS. 

Mr. WEIR: I beg to ask the Secre- 
tary of State for the Home Department, 
having regard to the fact that Mr. 
Justice Collins and Mr. Justice Ridley 
recently ruled that a constable is not 
empowed to stop a cyclist riding at night 
without a light, will he state what steps 
he proposes to take with a view to the 
protection of the public against cyclists 
who infringe the law in this respect; and 
whether he will consider the expediency 
of arranging for the registration of cycles 
and the fixing of a number on a conspi- 
cuous part of the machine ? 

Mr. T. SKEWES-COX (Surrey, 
Kingston): I beg to ask the Secretary 
of State for the Home Department whe- 
ther his attention has been drawn to the 
Judgment of Mr. Justice Collins and Mr. 
Justice Ridley in Hatton v. Treeby, 
whereby it would appear that the police 
have no power of stopping cyclists who 
contravene the law as to the carrying of 
lights after sunset; and what steps he 
proposes to take in regard thereto ? 

*THe SECRETARY or STATE ror 
THE HOME DEPARTMENT (Sir 
MatrHew WuitE Riptey, Lancashire, 
Blackpool) : The Judgment referred to 
states no new view of the law, I believe, 
and the suggestion for the registration 
of bicycles is not, I think, a practicable 
one. I propose, however, to consider 


during the recess whether it would not 


Mr. J. G. Weir. 
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be desirable to amend the law in some 
way, as, for example, by extending 
generally the provision at present in 
force in the metropolis which gives a 
constable power to arrest a person riding 
to the common danger, and which would, 
I think, cover cases of this kind where 
actual danger is caused. 


Victualling Yard. 


LETTER DELIVERY (GLASGOW). 


Mr. WEIR: I beg to ask the Secre- 
tary to the Treasury, as representing the 
Postmaster General, whether he has 
received a Memorial signed by 127 
inhabitants of the parish of Applecross, 
Ross-shire, pointing out that letters 
| posted in Glasgow, say on Tuesday morn- 
|ing, are not delivered in the Shieldaig 
district of the parish until Friday after- 
noon ; and, whether there is any prospect 
that the request of the memorialists for a 
daily delivery of letters will be granted ? 

Mr. HANBURY: The Postmaster 
General has received the Memorial re- 
ferred to. The post from Shieldaig to 
Kalnakill, which now works three days a 
week, is maintained at a considerable 
loss to the revenue, and the Postmaster 
General does not see his way to sanction 
a more frequent service. 





DEPTFORD VICTUALLING YARD. 


Mr. MICHAEL AUSTIN (Limerick, 
W.): I beg to ask the Secretary to the 
Admiralty whether 13,000 pounds weight 
of chocolate, manufactured at Deptford 
victualling yard, has been condemned at 
Hong Kong contrary to the opinion of 
the superintendent of Deptford victual- 
ing yard, who considered that the 
|chocolate ought not to have been con- 
|demned; and whether any portion of 

the chocolate in question was manufac- 
'tured at Deptford by labourers employed 
lat a wage of less than £1 per week ? 

Tue SECRETARY 10 tHe ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr. W. E. Macartney, 
Antrim, 8.) : The chocolate was con- 
demned and sold at Hong Kong; a 
sample was sent home which, on exami- 
nation at Deptford, was considered to be 
fit for issue. Steps have been taken by 
the Admiralty to prevent a recurrence of 
such loss; one man employed in the 
Chocolate Mill, an established labourer, 
received less than £1 per week (i.e. 19s.). 
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VACCINATION (ROYAL COMMISSION), 

CoLtoneL DALBIAC (Camberwell, 
N.): I beg to ask the President of the 
Local Government Board whether the 
delay in the issue of the various Appen- 
dices to the Report of the Royal Com- 
mission on Vaccination is due to the fact 
that some, if not all, of these Appendices 
have not yet been presented to Parlia- 
ment ; and whether the several Reports 
constituting these Appendices have been 
long in type, and what is the reason why 
they have not been yet presented ? 

GENERAL LAURIE (Pembroke and 
Haverfordwest) : I beg to ask the Secre- 
tary of State for the Home Department 
whether he has ascertained when the 
remainder of the Evidence and Special 
Reports on which the Final Report of 
the Royal Commission on Vaccination is 
based will be published, and what is the 
cause of the delay ? 

Sr MATTHEW WHITE RIDLEY : 
The Appendices can be presented at once 
and will probably be circulated in two 
or three weeks, The delay is attributable 
to the fact that the necessity for a 
separate presentation of these Appen- 
dices was, through some misunderstand- 
ing, overlooked. 


VOLUNTEER CORPS (SCOTLAND). 

Mr. WEIR: I beg to ask the Under 
Secretary of State for War if he will 
state the number of Volunteer Corps in 
Scotland with English Officers as 
Adjutants ; and, in view of the recent 
difficulty which has arisen with the 
Airdrie Volunteers, will he arrange, as 
far as possible, to appoint Scottish Oiticers 
as Adjutants of Scottish Volunteer Corps? 

Mr. BRODRICK: The nationality of 
individual officers is not considered in 
the case of Volunteer Adjutancies ; but 
every effort is made to obtain as Adju- 
tant of a Volunteer battalion an Officer 
from the Territorial regiment of which it 
forms a part. The great majority of 
Adjutants of Scottish Rifle Volunteers 
belong to Scottish regiments. 


MORECAMBE. 

CotoneL FOSTER (Lancashire, Lan- 
caster): I beg to ask the Secretary to 
the Treasury, as representing the Post- 
master General, if he is aware that Kirkby 
Lonsdale and Settle, with populations of 
1,802 and 2,253 respectively, have head 
Oilices and not sub-offices ; whether he 
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can state on what grounds the Post- 
master General has refused the applica- 
tion of the Morecambe Urban District 
Council that Morecambe should be made 
a head office instead of a sub-office under 
Lancaster as it is at present ; and, if he 
is aware that Morecambe has a normal 
population of 10,000, which is increased 
during the summer months to nearly 
30, 000 ? 

Mr. HANBURY : It is the fact that 
Kirkby Lonsdale and Settle are head post 
ottices, while Morecambe ranks as a sub- 
post office under Lancaster. But the 
size of a town and its population are not 
the only conditions which have to be 
considered in determining the rank of a 
post office. The application of the 
Urban District Council that Morecambe 
should be made a head office was refused 
in October last on the ground that no 
improvement in the postal services would 
be gained by such a change, while addi- 
tional expense would be involved; a 
further application from the Council has 
since been received, and will be considered 
in due course. 


MILITARY CANTEENS (LONDON). 

Sir WILFRID LAWSON (Cumber- 
land, Cockermouth): I beg to ask the 
Under Secretary of State for War 
whether the Military authorities have 
received any communication from Lord 
Peel, Chairman of the Licensing Com- 
mission, as to the irregular sale of drink 
at the Wellington Barracks, at the 
Woolwich Barracks, and at the canteen 
of the Corps of Commissionaires in the 
Strand ; and, if so, whether any steps 
are being taken in the matter ? 

Mr. BRODRICK: A communication 
has been received from the Secretary to 
the Royal Commission, and incuiry is 
being made into the alleged cases of dis- 
obedience to the regulations for army 
canteens. : 


ARMY MEDICAL SERVICE 
EXAMINATIONS. 

CoLtonEL DENNY: I beg to ask the 
Under Secretary of State for War how 
many vacancies were advertised for the 
Army Medical Service examinations now 
in progress; how many candidates 
applied ; and how many of these were 
rejected as physically unfit ¢ 
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Mr. BRODRICK : Thirty-six vacan- 
cies were advertised, and 28 candidates 
applied. Two were rejected as medically 
unfit, three did not present themselves 
for the physical test, and one was other- 
wise disqualified. 


INDIAN MEDICAL SERVICE. 

CotoneL DENNY: I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for India how many 
vacancies were advertised for the Indian 
Medical Service examinations now taking 
place; how many candidates applied ; 
and how many of these have been rejected 
as physically unfit ? 

Tue SECRETARY or STATE ror 
INDIA (Lord Grorce Hamitron, 
Middlesex, Ealing): Eighteen vacancies 
were advertised for the Indian Medical 
Service, 38 candidates applied; 5 of 
these were rejected as physically unfit. 


ATTORNEY GENERAL v. BEECH. 

Carrain BAGOT (Westmoreland, 
Kendal): I beg to ask the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer whether, in view of 
of the decision given by the Divisional 
Court in the case of the Attorney 
General v. Beech, he proposes that the 
expenses of an appeal from that judgment 
should be met by the Treasury, or 
whether he intends to propose to Parlia- 
ment a modification of the law? 


THE CHANCELLOR or tHe EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir Micnaet Hicks 


Beach, Bristol, W.) : When the Treasury 
undertook to pay the costs of this case 
in the Divisional Court it was on a 
distinct understanding with the parties 
that if the Crown were successful, and 
they took the case to the Appeal Court, 
they should do so at their own expense. 
The Crown has been successful, and no 
reason has so far been shown to me for 
departing from the arrangementoriginally 
made, 


CANEWDON CHARITIES, ESSEX. 
Mr. J. CARVELL WILLIAMS 
(Notts, Mansfield): I beg to ask the 


hon. Member for Thirsk, as Charity 
Commissioner, whether it has been re- 
ported to the Charity Commissioners 
that the Trustees of the Canewdon, 
Essex, Charities, have for many years 
annually voted out of the charity funds 
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a-sum of money to the vicar of the parish 
for a treat to the children of the day 
schools, and that only part of that sum 
has been expended for that purpose, the 
rest being spent on hymn books and 
prayer books for the Church Sunday 
schools ; whether such an appropriation 
of the charity funds is legal ; and what 
action have the Charity Commissioners 
taken in the matter ? 


Mr. HANBURY: My hon. Friend 
has asked me to say that the Charity 
Commissioners understand that the 
Trustees of this charity have intrusted 
the vicar every year with the expendi- 
ture of asum of £5 part of the funds 
in their hands applicable for the benefit 
of the poor of the parish. It is alleged 
that this sum or part of it has been 
expended in the manner stated. The 
action of the Trustees in this respect is 
irregular, A new scheme for the regula- 
tion of this charity is in draft and will 
shortly be established. That scheme 
contains a clause expressly prohibit- 
ing the practice in question. 


COTTAGE HOMES. 


Mr. T. G. ASHTON (Beds, Luton) : 
I beg to ask the President of the Local 
Government Board (1) whether, in view 
of the large number of boards of 
guardians which will have to make fresh 
provision for the children under their 
care, the Local Government Board is 
about to appoint a committee to visit and 
report upon the best cottage homes in 
the country; and, if so, whether the 
committee will be appointed at once; 
and (2) whether the Local Government 
Board will have a report made on the 
epileptic colonies in Germany established 
under the German Act of 1890; if so, 
whether the Board will cause photo- 
graphs and plans of the buildings to be 
made and issued for the better under- 
standing of the Report ? 


Mr. T. W. RUSSELL: I do not 
quite understand the first part of the 
Question or what contemplated com- 
mittee the hon. Member refers to. In 
company with the experts of this Depart- 
ment, I visited many of the cottage 
homes myself, and I do not know that 
there is any necessity for a committee 
As to the second part of the Question, I 
will consider the matter. 
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WELSH LAND COMMISSION. 

Mr. HERBERT ROBERTS (Den- 
bighshire, W.) : I beg to ask the Secre- 
tary of State for the Home Department 
whether he is now in a position to state 
whether he will authorise an official 
Welsh translation of selected portions of 
the Report of the Welsh Land Commis- 
sion ? 

Sir MATTHEW WHITE RIDLEY : 
I am afraid Iam unable to make any 
statement at present. I wrote to the 
Chairman of the Commission early in 
the year, asking for certain preliminary 
information as to the nature and bulk of 
the extracts, which I wished to have 
before communicating with the Treasury, 
but as yet I have not received his final 
reply. 


CRETE. 

Mr. ROBERT WALLACE (Edin- 
burgh, E.): I beg to ask the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
what is the number of British troops in 
and on the way to Crete, and the total 
number of troops of the other Great 
Powers similarly engaged; and what 
proportion British ships of war bear in 
number and class to the total flotilla of 
the Concert of Europe now in Cretan 
waters 4 

Mr. CURZON: According to the last 
teport received there were 1,500 British 
troops in Crete and one mountain battery. 
Four hundred men and ten officers are 
on their way there from Malta, which 
will bring the total up to 1,910. The 
total number of the troops of the other 
Great Powers is, according to our latest 
information, 3,800 and one mountain 
battery. The second Question should be 
addressed to the First Lord of the 
Admiralty. 


TURKEY AND GREECE. 

Sir ELLIS ASHMEAD-BARTLETT 
(Sheffield, Ecclesall): I beg to ask the 
Under Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs whether he can give the House, 
any information as to the peace negotia- 
tions regarding Turkey and Greece ; and 
whether there is any foundation for the 
report that the British Government have 
demanded the evacuation of Thessaly be- 
fore the indemnity has been guaranteed ! 

Mr. CURZON: In answer to the 
first Question I :oust refer my hon. 
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Friend to the statement made by the 
Prime Minister in another place 


yesterday ; and, in answer to the second, 
there is no foundation for the report. 

Srr E. ASHMEAD - BARTLETT 
(addressing Mr. Speaker): May I ask 
you, Sir, whether there is any precedent 
for referring Members of this House for 
information on important Questions to 
what occurs in another place ? 

*Mr. SPEAKER: I think I remember 
a precedent in the present Session, but it 
is not a question of order. The right 
hon. Gentleman is at liberty to give such 
information as he thinks proper. 

Sir W. LAWSON: What authentic 
report can we get of the Prime Minister’s 
statements in another plaee ? 

Mr. CURZON: I suppose it is open 
to the hon. Baronet to look up Hansard 1 

Sir W. LAWSON : But we want the 
information to-day in this House. 

Sir E. ASHMEAD-BARTLETT said 
he should be obliged if his right hon. 
Friend would give him information on 
one specific point — namely, was the 
House to understand from what occurred 
in another place that the practical 
Question which remained unsettled was 
that of a guarantee for the payment of 
an indemnity, and of a certain amount 
of foreign control over the finances of 
Greece ? 

Mr. CURZON: My hon. Friend is 
inviting me to make a repetition of what 
I understand is a great Parliamentary 
offence. I do not think it is part of my 
business to explain or comment on the 
Prime Minister’s speech. 

Mr. JOHN DILLON (Mayo, E.) 
asked if the right hon. Gentleman would 
be good enough to bring down a short- 
hand copy of the Prime Minister’s speech. 

[No reply was given. | 


BETTING PLACES. 

Sir JOHN KENNAWAY (Devon, 
Honiton) : I beg to ask the Secretary of 
State for the Home Department whether 
the Commissioner of Metropolitan Police 
has decided not to take action against 
professional betting men carrying on 
their operations in athletic sports grounds 
in consequence of the recent judgment 
of the Court of Appeal in the Kempton 
Park Racecourse Inclosure case; and, 
whether, before this decision is finally 
sanctioned, he will vbtain the opinion of 
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the Law Officers of the Crown as to the 
Judgment in question applying to athletic 
sports grounds } 

Sir MATTHEW WHITE RIDLEY : 
The Commissioner of Police is bound to 
regard the decision to which my right 
hon. Friend refers as an authoritative 
declaration of the law unless and until 
it is over-ruled by a Court of superior 
authority ; and Iam not aware of any 
distinction which renders the decision 
inapplicable to athletic sports grounds. 


BRITISH SOUTH AFRICA. 

Dr. CLARK (Caithness): I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies whether any payment has been 
made by the Chartered Company to the 
Government of the South African 
Republic for the cost incurred and the 
damage sustained by the Government 
and people of that Republic in conse- 
quence of the Jameson Raid; and, if 
not, what is the cause of the delay ; 
and, whether there has been any corre- 
spondence with the Chartered Company 
on the matter ; and, if so, will he lay 
the correspondence upon the Table of the 
House ? 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN : I am await- 
ing a further communication from the 
Government of the South African 
tepublic, pending the receipt of which 
I have not been in a position to present 
a claim for indemnity to the British 
South Africa Company. 

Dr. CLARK: I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether it is a fact that, after copies of 
the cablegrams between Mr. Rhodes and 
Dr. Harris, between July and December 
1895, bad been returned to Mr. Hawksley, 
a correspondence in regard to them took 
place between the Colonial Secretary and 
Mr. Hawksley ; and, if so, whether he 
will lay this correspondence upon the 
Table of the House ? 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN : Some corre- 
spondence took place when the cable- 
grams were shown to the Colonial Office, 
but I am unaware of any public or 
private object which would be served by 
its publication. 


TITHE MAPS. 

GENERAL LAURIE (Pembroke and 
Haverfordwest) : I beg to ask the 
Attorney General whether tithe maps are 
the property of the parish councils or are 

Sir John Kennaway. 
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ecclesiastical documents, and as such 
exempt from the provisions of Section 17, 
Sub-section (8) of the Local Government 
Act 18941 

Toe ATTORNEY GENERAL (Sir 
Ricuarp WessteEr, Isle of Wight): In 
the absence of special circumstances, I 
am of opinion that tithe maps are not 
ecclesiastical documents, but inasmuch 
as the question has heen raised and is 
likely to be decided judicially, this view 
must be taken subject to the ultimate 
decision of the Court. 


BOOTH CHARITIES. 

Me. C. E. SCHWANN (Manchester, 
N.): I beg to ask the Attorney General, 
in reference to the Booth Charities—a 
a Bill relating to which (the Salford 
Corporation Bill) is now before Parlia- 
ment—whether, in view of the growing 
wealth and importance of these charities, 
he would have any objection to sub- 
mitting to Parliament the Report which 
he prepared for the information of the 
Lords’ Committee ? 

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: 
Nothing would be gained by presenting 
the Report to Parliament. It is an official 
document, and I shall have no objection 
whatever to obtaining a copy for the 
hon. Member. 


DISTRICT COUNCILS. 

Mr. SEALE-HAYNE (Devon, Ash- 
burton): I beg to ask the First Lord of 
the Treasury whether he will favourably 
consider the claims of the chairmen of 
district councils, whose districts contain 
populations of not less than five thousand, 
to some recognition of their services 
similar to that which has been accorded 
to mayors of boroughs having even lesser 
populations, by the grant of jubilee 
medals 4 

Tue FIRST LORD or tae TREA- 
SURY (Mr. A. J. Batrour, Manchester, 
E.): The Prime Minister informs me 
that he is not in a position to make any 
representations on the subject. 


CROFTERS’ ACT. 

Mr. WEIR: I beg to ask the First 
Lord of the Treasury whether he proposes 
to bring in a Bill next Session to give 
the benefits of the Crofters Act of 1886 
to small tenants holding under lease in 





the crofting counties of the Highlands 
and Islands of Scotland ? 
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Tue FIRST LORD or tue TREA- 
SURY: I am afraid that I can only 
give the same answer to the same Ques- 
tion on the same subject which I gave to 
the hon. Gentleman yesterday—namely, 
that I cannot promise to introduce any 
Measure on the subject next Session. 


DUNGARVAN, LISMORE, AND 
WATERFORD RAILWAY. 

Mr. J. C. FLYNN (Cork Co., N.) 
asked the Secretary to the Treasury 
whether he could make any statement | 
with regard to the purchase of the) 
Dungarvan, Lismore, and Waterford | 
Railway, and what arrangement had) 
been arrived at ? 

Mr. HANBURY said the whole| 
question had become very complicated, | 
owing to the Great Western Railway | 
having given in an amended tender, and 
he was not at all sure that he should be 
able to give an answer during the present 
Session. 





ORDERS OF THE DAY. 





SUPPLY [19rn JULY]. 


Resolution reported. | 


1897-8. 


ny 


CIVIL SERVICE ESTIMATES, 


Crass IT. 


“ That a sum, notexceeding £49,705, be granted 
to Her Majesty, to complete the sum necessary 
to defray the Charge which will come in course 
of payment during the year ending on the 31st 
day of March, 1898, for the Salaries and 
Expenses of the Department of Her Majesty’s 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs.’’ 


Mr. DILLON moved a reduction of 
the Foreign Minister’s salary by £500, 
for the purpose of calling attention to 
the policy pursued by the Government in 
relation to the affairs of Crete. He said 
this was the last opportunity during the 
present Session, and probably the last 
opportunity for six months, on which 
the policy of the Foreign Office could be 
called to account, and yet they were 
calmly asked by the Under Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs to wait until 
an authentic copy of Lord Salisbury’s 
statement was circulated to hon. Mem- 
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persevered in, the least the Under Sec- 
retary might do would be to obtain from 
the shorthand writer, or secure an 
efficient shorthand writer for the specific 
purpose, of taking down the words of 
wisdom which fell from Lord Salisbury’s 
lips in another place, and bring slips of 
them down here for the information of 
Members of the House of Commons. 
They had been informed by the Under 
Secretary that the settlement of the 
Cretan Question, to which the great 
Powers of Europe had repeatedly pledged 
theinselves, had been postponed pending 
the negotiations for peace between Greece 
and Turkey, that was to say, indefinitely 
postponed. Why must the giving of 
freedom to the people of Crete be made 
dependent on the conclusion of peace 
between Greece and Turkey? He saw 
no reason for that, but on the other 
hand the strongest reason why the Great 
Powers should not delay the settling of 
the comparatively small question of 
Crete until the wider question was 
settled. Disorder in Crete might be the 
cause of the breaking up or indefinite 
postponement of negotiations. Crete 
was a small country, and the Cretan 
question was a small question, but small 
as it was, Crete had proved already it 
might be the centre of disturbance which 
might spread throughout the whole East, 
and he could not understand why the 
Great Powers should not make up 
their minds, at ajl events, to settle 
this part of the Eastern Question 
which they had easily under their 
control, and which they were bound 
by innumerable pledges to _ settle. 
They had been told over and over again 
that the condition of Crete was rapidly 
improving, but within the last fortnight 
there had been a repetition as close as it 
could be of what cecurred in August 
last. Just as negotiations were tending 
towards a close, suddenly in the face of 
protests from the Ambassadors of the 
Powers, Djevad Pasha was dispatched 
to take command of the Turkish Army 
in Crete. The Under Secretary for 
Foreign Affairs said it was to be hoped 
that the Porte would not persist in send- 
ing Djevad Pasha, because his arrival in 
the island might give rise to a false and 
dangerous impression. That declaration, 
however, had been treated with con- 
tempt. Djevad Pasha arrived at Canea 
with money and a quantity of arms and 
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amid Turkish rejoicing. The right hon. 
Gentleman, changing the tone of his 
previous answer, said that the Admirals 
in Crete had no ground for believing 
that Djevad Pasha had come on any 
political mission, but simply to take 
command of the Turkish troops. But 
every man in Crete knew that Djevad 
Pasha had gone to Crete on a mission 
similar to that undertaken by the com- 
mander sent from Constantinople last 
year—a mission for the purpose of 
intriguing against that autonomy which 
the Powers had _ pledged themselves 
to confer on the Cretan people. He 
feared that the results of the present 
operations would be to goad the 
Christians in Crete to take some foolish 
action in the belief that the pledges of 
the Powers had been broken, and that 
this would be made an excuse for the 
Powers to turn their backs upon the 
Cretans, and to leave them under the 
heels of their former oppressors. He 
called attention to the speech of Lord 
Salisbury in the House of Lords the 
previous day, as reported, in Zhe Times 
[‘‘Hear, hear!’’ from Mr. Curzon. } 
He did not think, in answer to that 
cheer, that the House of Commons 
should be sent to The Times newspaper 
for information on such a subject. If 
the speech of the Prime Minister reached 
the Cretans it would fill them with alarm 
and almost with despair. Lord Salisbury 
spoke in most uncertain language ; it 
was no longer the language of the Leader 
of the House when he said that the 
faith of Europe had been pledged that 
never again would Turkey be allowed to 
interfere in the internal affairs of Crete. 
The meaning of Lord Salisbury’ s declara- 
tions was that the Powers, having done 
their best and not having succeeded 
according to their desires, they would 
turn their backs upon the Cretans—in 
fact, Lord Salisbury contemplated the 
breaking of that faith previously declared 
and the abandonment of Crete to Turkey. 
Lord Salisbury’s language was the lan- 
guage of a man who had despaired of 
the situation in Crete and of granting 
autonomy to the people; and he was 
prepared to run away from his promises 
and to abandon the people of Crete. 
When the foreign troops landed in the 
month of February last, Crete was in a 
condition of absolute anarchy and con- 
fusion. Canea had been just burnt to 
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the ground, and it was stated in a Dis- 
patch, which he should read, that the 
foreign troops were landed in the island 
in consequence of the proceedings of the 
Greeks. The Dispatch to which he re- 
ferred was No. 130 in the last Blue-book 
on Cretan affairs. It was a telegram 
from Rear-Admiral Harris to the Admi- 
ralty, communicated February 15th. 


‘*Canea, Crete, February 15th 1897. 

“The Admirals of foreign vessels held a meet- 
ing this morning, when it was agreed that 100 
men should be landed by each for the temporary 
protection of Canea. Under the force of present 
circumstances and operations of Greeks, I gave 
my concurrence. ‘This proposal has the full 
approval of Turkish Officials.” 


It was clear therefore that the foreign 
forces were landed, not for the pur- 
poses of protecting the Christians of 
Canea and Crete as had been asserted, 
but for the purpose of off-setting them 
against the operations of the Greeks. 
Therefore, whatever might come to the 
future of the people of Crete from the 
foreign occupation was due entirely, on 
the word of Rear-Admiral Harris him- 
self, to the landing of troops in conse- 
quence of the operations of the Greeks. 
Now here was a definition, in the words 
of the Under Secretary of State himself, 
of the position of Crete as regarded the 
Powers of Europe in consequence of the 
landing of the foreign troops. In a 
speech on the 26th of February, which 
had been frequently quoted, the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
used the following words :— 


“Remember these Powers in August last, by 
the scheme I have mentioned, rendered them- 
selves responsible for the present and the future 
of Crete, and the Powers of Europe in the ex- 
ecution of that task could not allow themselves 
to be superseded or to be set at naught.” 


Now, that was an extremely important 
speech, and extremely important declara- 
tion ; because it was a declaration that 
the powers of Europe—not the Sultan— 
would deliberately take upon themselves 
the responsibility for the present and 
the future of Crete ; and, therefore, he 
held that all the anarchy, confusion, 
murder, incendiarism and riots which 
had occurred in Crete since the foreign 
occupation, in view of the declaration 
of the right hon. Gentleman, ought 
to be laid and must be laid at the 
doors of the Powers of Europe, 
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who, having made that declaration 
and landed their troops on the island, 
ought to have accepted the full respon- 
sibility of seeing that, at whatever cost, 
order was maintained and life and pro- 
perty decently secured, which they had 
not done. Having landed their troops 
and taken that extremely important step, 
the next step taken by the Powers was 
to offer the Cretan people a fast pledge 
of autonomy. Now in considering the 
position of Crete by the light of the 
dispatches he was about to read, and 
in considering this promise of autonomy 
and absolute freedom from interference 
by the Sultan in internal affairs, they 
must recall what happened in August 
last. On that occasion autonomy in a 
modified form was offered to the Cretan 
people. It was offered in the nature of 
an ultimatum, conditionally. It was 
said in a proclamation to the people of 
Crete, 


Supply 


“Tf you lay down your arms and accept the 
constitution which the Powers now offer you, 
by a certain day, you shall have it, if not, take 
the consequences, the Powers will hand you 
over to the Turks !” 


that was in August last ; and after much 
hesitation and protest—because they 
were then, as they had always been, 
strongly in favour of the annexation of 
Greece—the Cretan leaders finally 
decided to accept within the specified 
time the offer of the Great Powers—they 
gratefully accepted the offer of a con- 
stitution for what it was worth. What 
happened? They accepted the offer of 
autonomy in August last under coercion 
and threat, and the result was that no 
single one of the provisions which they 
had accepted was carried into effect, and 
within five or six months under the eyes 
of the Great Powers the whole island 
was turned into a pandemonium, and the 
condition of the people became infinitely 
worse than it was before the Cretan 
leaders accepted the constitution offered 
by the Powers. They must bear that in 
mind when judging of these people. 
After the landing of the Greek troops, 
the arrival of the Fleet, and the conse- 
quent landing of the European troops, 
the Great Powers of Europe came to a 
decision to make a fresh offer to the 
people of Crete—an offer which was a 
vast improvement on the offer made 
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before ; and it had this further attrac- 
tion, that it was an offer without condi- 
tion. Instead of offering a constitution 
by way of ultimatum, as before, they 
made an unconditional offer of autonomy 
which was repeated in a number of 
Dispatches. He took first of all Dispatch 
No. 300, page 134, because that was the 
first Dispatch in which the announce- 
ment of this offer of autonomy to Crete 
was made, It was a telegraphic Dis- 
patch from Consul Sir A. Biliotti to the 
Marquess of Salisbury from Canea, 
March 19, 10 p.m., received March 20, 
8am. It said :— 


“A Resolution dated the 5th (17th) March 
has been issued to the Cretan people to-day by 
the Admirals, stating that they proclaim and 
make known to the people of the island, under 
instructions from their respective Governments, 
that the Great Powers have formed an irrevo- 
cable decision to secure for Crete complete 
autonomy under the suzerainty of His Imperial 
Majesty the Sultan, aud that it is well under- 
stood that, as regards the internal affairs of the 
island, the Cretans will be free from all control 
of the Porte.” 


Now, what he would call the attention 
of the House to was this: there was no 
condition affixed to that offer. It did 
not say: “If you lay down your arms 
within a certain period.’ It was a pro- 
clamation without condition, not for the 
future but to operate immediately. 


“Tt is well understood as regards the internal 
affairs of the island the Cretans will be free from 
all control of the Porte.’’ 


This was a statement made by all the 
Admirals, and it was stated in a procla- 
mation made under the authority, and 
by the direction of their employers. 
Then it went on to say :— 

“The Proclamation proceeds to declare that 
the Powers are framing, in concert with each 
other, regulations for the working of the 
autonomous administration, which will restore 
order, develop the resources of the island, and 
without distinction of race or religion guarantee 
liberty and security of property to the Cretans.”’ 


That was rather different language from 
that which washeard in the House of Lords 
yesterday. And now he turned to the 
Proclamation itself, enclosed in Dispatch 
340, page 152. Sir Alfred Biliotti’s 
Dispatch contained some extremely 
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in teresting passages. It was dated Canea, 
March 20th, 1897 :— 


“My Lord,—I have the honour to transmit here- 
with a copy of the text of the Proclamation of 
autonomy, dated the 17th inst., which was pub- 
lished yesterday : ‘In the orginal draft of the Pro- 
clamation it was simply stated that the Powers 
would secure a complete autonomy under the 
suzerainty of the Sultan. I ventured to submit 
to the Admirals that such a declaration was not 
likely to satisfy the Christians, while it would 
have quite a different effect if it was explained, 
as in your Lordship’s telegram to me of the 13th 
March, that while remaining under the 
suzerainty of the Sultan, the Cretans will be 
entirely free from the control of the Porte, as 
regards their internal affairs.’ 


Now, those words could not be more 
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;touching than those words? [“ Hear, 
hear ! ” | 

| 

| “ And that they were fairly decided to adhere 
‘to the programme which they had set before 
' themselves—‘ Union with Greece or death !’” 


These unfortunate men, having been 
| deceived more than once before, because 
‘they knew what the result would be. 
But since then, discouraged and despair- 
‘ing because of the result of the war 
‘between Greece and Turkey, they had 
‘frankly accepted the offer of the Powers 
}and confirmed the application to Crete 
\of the principle of autonomy. What 
| would be the result ? Already there was 
jabundant evidence that their fears, ex- 


categorical or more distinct. | pressed in the Dispatch he had just read, 
were only too well grounded, and that 
there was the greatest possible danger 
\that the pledges given then would be 
‘once more broken. [‘ Hear, hear !”} 
And yet, in the face of that, the Govern- He would turn for one moment to the 
ment had allowed Djevad Pasha to land, | question of the removal of the Turkish 
who proceeded at once to take upon|troops. He said that in the Dispatches 
himself the widest possible authority | over and over again it had been promised 
over the internal affairs of Crete, because | that the Turkish troops should be re- 
one of the first things he said after moved from the island when the Greek 
landing was that he intended to extend | troops had left it, and not only in Dis- 
the cordon around Canea—than which! patches, but in speeches delivered in 
a more burning question could not be! that House, and in answer to questions 
raised, or one more calculated to involve given by the right hon. Gentleman him- 
the whole country in a blaze of conflagra- | self. Take this one answer, delivered in 
tion. [‘‘ Hear, hear!”] So much for | answer to a question on April 7th last. 
the question of autonomy. He said that | Mr. Curzon said: “ We have not heard 
the promise of autonomy which had been of the formal proposal.” The question 
made to the Cretan people was a promise had reference to a proposal on the part 
of complete and absolute control of their |of the Government of France to remove 
own internal affairs without interference | the Turkish garrison at once. 

on behalf of the Sultan, and that it was | 


unconditional in its terms. Yet already | ‘ “We — = — of the a — 

a A st | to remove the Turkish troops, addressed by the 
the pledge was broken on the vere day | French Government. It a impossible to state 
that the Powers allowed a fresh official at present when the withdrawal of the Turkish 


from Constantinople to land upon the | troops will take place, several of the powers 
soil of Crete and take command of the | having expressed their opinion that the with- 
ii as eis cht "a 1 |drawal of the Greek forces should be an 
urkish army, which ought to have been | antecedent step. The initiative would, there- 
removed out of the island long ago. Here | fore, appear to rest with Greece.”’ 
was a Dispatch of the 11th of April, in | 
which Sir Alfred Biliotti reported that|The conclusion they were entitled to 
the Russian Consul had that afternoon | draw from that reply, and from other 
interviewed about 500 insurgents :— statements in that House, was that 
” |as soon as the Greek troops were out of 
‘‘He advised them to accept the offer of | Crete, the Turkish troops would be made 
autonomy, but they refused, saying that they |tofollow. [‘ Hear, hear!”] In several 
knew by experience what the result would be.” | Dispatches dealing with the subject, it 
plainly was then in the minds of the 
Government. What had happened? The 


“Tt is well understood that, as regards the 
internal affairs of the island, the Cretans will 
be free from all control of the Porte.” 





He would ask hon. Gentlemen and right 


hon. Gentlemen, could anything be more last of the Greek troops left the island 
Mr. Dillon. | 
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on the 24th of May, but the Turkish 


garrison was there still; and not only 
that, but they had it from Lord Salisbury 
and the right hon. Gentleman the Under- 
Secretary, that they were likely to 
remain, and instead of the period of their 
departure coming any nearer, it would 
appear to be indefinitely postponed. 
The presence of the Turkish garrison was, 
he believed, the one great obstacle to the 
settlement of the Cretan question, and 
Lora Salisbury himself held that view in 
May. The first necessary thing to be 
done was to convince the Cretan 
Christians that the Powers of Europe 
meant to give them freedom and to 
protect them against the oppression of 
the Turks. Members of the Government 
had eulogised the conduct of the Turkish 
troops, and the Under Secretary for 
Foreign Affairs in particular had spoken 
highly of their conduct in Crete. The 
Dispatches, however, did not justify this 
praise. Commander Noel, in a Dispatch 
to Captain Custance, dated Suda Bay, 
February 8th, wrote :— 

“The district of Suda, since my arrival on the 
2nd inst., has been, in common with the sur- 
rounding country, in a dreadful state of disorder 
and anarchy. Acute civil war has been raging 
hetween the Christian and Mussulman popula- 
tions, accompanied by wholesale destruction of 
property, the Turkish authorities apparently not 
troubling themselves in the matter beyond the 
immediate precincts of Suda village, where, 
joining with the Mussulmans, they much 
aggravated the state of affairs. . . . . The 
Christian houses in Suda village were set fire to, 
and soon after a general loot of all Christian 
property set in. This was principally carried 
out by the Turkish soldiery, who, issuing from 
the arsenal main gate, broke in, raided and 
ransacked the remaining Christian houses with 
undisguised brutality, returning with all manner 
of goods again into the arsenal, their officers 
meanwhile sitting inside the gates, apparently 
unconcerned.” 

That was a sample of the Dispatches 
which must have been in the hands of 
the Under Secretary when he praised the 
conduct of the Turkish troops. The 
Dispatch which he had quoted, it should 
be remembered, described the situation 
in Crete before the Greek fleet arrived 
and the Greek troops landed. If this 
unhappy island should ever emerge from 
the state of anarchy, massacre, and 
burning which had been its normal 
condition for the last two centuries, it 
would be mainly due to the action of the 
Greeks, who had given the Cretan people 
their first chance of gaining liberty. The 
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present attitude of the Government with 
regard to the question of the withdrawal 
of the Turkish garrison amounted to a 
breach of faith towards that House and 
the Cretan people. Then with regard to 
the blockade, the Under Secretary had 
told the House that as long as the Greek 
troops remained in the island the 
blockade must be maintained, and in the 
Dispatches it was distinctly stated that 
it would cease as soon as the Greek troops 
were withdrawn. But three months had 
now elapsed since the withdrawal of 
these troops and the blockade was still 
maintained. He wanted to know what 
justification there was for that. Arms 
and ammunition were admitted freely 
into the island for the use of the Turkish 
troops but were not admitted for the use 
of the Christian population. What was 
the reason or excuse for this difference 
of treatment ? They were told repeatedly 
in February by the right hon. Gentleman 
that the foreign warships had been sent 


to Canea to protect the Christians 
in that town; but they did not 
protect them until the Christian 
quarter was burnt to the ground. 


The instructions to the Commanders of 
the foreign warships were to protect 
English and foreign subjects, not the 
Cretan Christians. Captain Custance, 
writing to Admiral Sir J. Hopkins from 
the Barfleur, Canea, on Feb. 10, said : 


“T have just returned from meeting Consuls 
with Governor-General. Government should 
know that complete anarchy exists in the island. 
They should bear in mind that this was before 
the arrival of the Greek troops and before Prince 
George arrived with his fleet. Weak Governor 
General without reliable force cannot cope with 
existing condition. It is not to be expected that 
300 foreign police can control island in a state 
of revolution. They are too late. On 
the 3rd instant, at 5 p.m., I sent by the French 
cruiser Wattignies orders dated the 2nd instant to 
Suda for Scout and Nymphe, and in consequence 
of a communication from the Consul supple- 
mented them later by telegraph as follows :— 
‘ Afford protection as far as possible to all 
foreign subjects who have no ship of war 
present.’ ”’ 


On the 4th inst. all the ships’ captains 
met on board the Barfleur, and Captain 
Custance reported : 


“'The subject discussed was the safety of the 
people at Halessa. The Captain of the Suchet 
wished to land men for the protection of the 
houses of the Consuls and named 100 men as 
the number to land for the protection of that of 
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landing an international force that I steadily 
resisted this, and determined that if the danger 
became acute the British Consul and his family 
must embark.” 

*“T would not take part in what might become 
the commencement of an armed intervention . . 
Besides, my policy was to discourage the landing 
of armed men from the ships.” 


Then later on, after the burning of the | 


town, he said :-— 


** About 1,000 people were shipped in the 
course of the afternoon, which practically cleared 
out the whole Christian population. ... The 
town was cleared of Bengbezi Arabs, to prevent 
looting, and the empty Christian quarter was 
guarded. . . . On Sunday, 17th inst., I landed 
at daylight, and found the situation in Canea 
was much improved, as the whole Christian 
population—some 5,000 in number—had mi- 
grated to the Greck islands; thus one disturbing 
clement has been removed. . . . . At 3 a.m. on 


Monday, 18th inst., I received the following | 
. ‘Am sending Rear-Admiral, but | 


telegram. .. 
I wish him in the meantime to bear in mind 
that an aggressive policy is not desirable, and 
that if fighting between Turks and others 
becomes general, your care must be for the lives 
and safeguarding of british subjects and in- 
terests, without taking an active part against 
either side.’ ”’ 


Those were the instructions sent out 
from England. How curiously they 
contrasted with the policy adopted after- 


wards by the British Admiral and troops. | 


When the Christians were getting the 
worst of it, a telegram was sent out, on 
no account to interfere ; but when the 
Turks were getting the worst of it, imme- 
diately the big guns of the British ships 
opened on the insurgents.  [‘ Hear, 
hear!”| He would conclude by saying 
that his object in moving the reduction 
was to remind the Government of the 
definite and absolute and unconditional 
pledge they had given to the people of 
Crete, and to appeal to them not to 
adopt the spirit of Lord Salisbury’s 
speech in the House of Lords the other 
day, merely because the Christian people 
were few in number, and were helpless 
against the whole power of the Turkish 
empire. He begged to move. [‘ Hear, 
hear! ”] 

*Sirn ELLIS ASHMEAD-BARTLETT 
(Sheftield, Ecclesall) said the speech of 
the hon. Gentleman had been practically 
made on several previous occasions, 
and it had been over and over again 
satisfactorily disposed of. The hon. 
Gentleman laboured under a most 


grievous mistake as to his main premises. 
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France. I was so impressed with the dangers of |To listen to him, one would think that 


|all right was on the side of the Cretan 
Christians, and all wrong on the side of 
the Cretan Mussulmans. As a matter 
| of fact, the Mussulmans were the injured 
and persecuted of the Cretans, and there 
were thousands of them at the present 
moment beleagured and almost starving, 
in the four principal seaport towns. 
Those unfortunate persons had been 
chased from their homes. Many of their 
friends and relatives had been murdered 
in cold blood. All their property had 
|been taken from them ; their land had 
been seized by the Christians, and there 
| was not sufficient land near the towns 
from which they could obtain food for 
|themselves, or pasturage for the few 
cattle they had remaining. The Chris- 


tians, according to the statements 
made in the House by the Under 
Secretary for Foreign Affairs, had 


been wandering about, murdering, out- 
raging, and plundering their Mussul- 
man neighbours when they got the oppor- 
tunity. He had not seen altogether eye 
to eye with the Government in regard to 
this Eastern question, but, at the same 
time, when the hon. Gentleman accused 
|the Prime Minister of abandoning the 
|Cretans because he had pointed out the 
difficulties of dealing with the question, 
‘the hon. Gentleman surely did a great 
injustice to the Prime Minister. There 
were great difficulties in dealing with 
this question. ‘The greatest difficulty of 
all was the hatred and jealousy between 
the two religions on the island, and that 
| hatred and jealousy which had existed 
| for several centuries could not be wiped 
jout in a few weeks or months. He 
welcomed the proposal of the Govern- 
ment to draw a line of demarcation 
between the two creeds. He had ventured 
to :point out six months ago that the 
only hope of bringing about peace on the 
island was to settle the Mussulmans in 
one part, and the Christians in the 
other, and to try to make, by mutual 
exchange, a settlement of property under 
those conditions, and to maintain a 
cordon of foreign troops for a year 


or two between the two _ districts 
on the island. There was a_ time 
when most Members of the House 
thought that the Ottoman Empire 


was waning, and that the Sick Man was 
moribund, but the late war had shown 
that those views were mistaken. Those 
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views were, to a certain extent, shared |adopted by this country and the reck- 
by her Majesty’s Government, and he/|less abuse that had been lavished in 
thought the Government went further |this country upon the Government of 


than was wise in publicly declaring 
their intention 


to deal in this or 
that way with the Ottoman Gov- 
ernment in Crete. To-day, Turkey 


had shown herself to be a great, power- 
ful and militant State, and she held 


almost the balance of power in Europe. | 


Great nations like Russia and Germany 
were contending for an alliance with 
Turkey, and, therefore, it was idle for 
hon. Gentlemen to find fault with the 
Government because, like the rest of the 


Turkey and the Mussulman religion until 
| quite lately was well known throughout 
|the Mussulman world, and constituted a 

great danger to our security. Were they 
'going seriously to lay down the rule 
| that a bad Christian was to be con- 

sidered in preference to a good Mus- 
sulman ? [Laughter and “ Hear, hear !”] 
That was what it practically came to. 

It had been said with truth that the best 
Christians in the East were the Turkish 
people, and if they judged Christianity 


world, they had realised the times had 


by its real works and moral qualities 
changed. But he rose specially to refer 


‘there was no doubt that the Turks were 
to statements that had been made on| better Christians than the large propor- 
the part of the Government with regard | tion of the so-called Christians of the 
to the principles on which they were! East. He believed as strongly as any 
going to deal with the questions at issue | Member of the House that Christianity 
between Greece and Turkey. First, it | was the religion, and that under it man- 
was said that the question was one be-| kind could reach their highest develop- 
tween Mussulmans and Christians, and/ ment and well-being. But he also be- 
that being so, that this country would | lieved that one of the chief principles of 
never consent to territory which had been | Christianity was the doing of full justice 
Christian becoming Mussulman, That|to other religions—a principle which 
statement was attributed to our Ambas-| hon. Members opposite entirely ignored 
sador at Constantinople and tothe Prime |in the case of Mussulmans. If we 
Minister, but he was not sure that the | persisted in our hostility to Turkey 








former had made it, as his friends had|there would be a _ very serious 
since attributed to Sir Philip Currie the | Nemesis before us in our Indian 
use of the words “Turkish” instead of |Empire. Could Turkey be blamed 


“Mussulman.” Then the statement |for trying to establish a Mussulman 
was modified to the effect that no|revival throughout the East? Would 
Christian territory should ever fall under | the Roman Catholics be blamed if they 





the rule of the Turk. He was not sure 
whether that was an accurate version of 
what was said. At any rate, he noticed 
that in the House of Lords yesterday 
the Prime Minister stated that no terri- 
tory which was Greek should become 
Turkish, and the House would observe 
how the statement was graduated down. 
He wished to protest against any such 
principle being laid down in this or any 
other question. He wanted to know 
seriously whether this country, which 
had a hundred millions of Mussulman 
subjects, over sixty millions of whom 
were in India, was prepared to state to 
the world either that no territory which 
had been Christian should ever become 
Mussulman, or that no territory which 
was Christian should ever become 
Turkish. There could be no more indis- 
creet principle laid down. It would be 
fraught with the greatest danger and 
mischief for this country. The policy 


| organised to defend the Pope or their 
| own religion when attacked. Would the 
| Anglican Church throughout the world be 
j}condemned because it resisted a 
threatened attack by counter organisa- 
jtion. They heard a_ great deal 
|about the pressure of Germany with 
regard to peace negotiations in order to 
|obtain control over the finances of 
|Greece. That was treated as if it were 
a gross outrage upon Greece, and as if it 
/were done out of a spirit of mischief- 
‘making on the part of the German 
;Government. He held that the only 
possibility of establishing such a financial 
equilibrium in Greece as would enable 
her to carry on her Government and 
meet her responsibilities was by estab- 
lishing some foreign control. He could 
quote many extracts from the opinions of 
prominent Phil-Hellenes to prove how 
corrupt and bad the modern Greek ad- 
ministration and finances were. Thus 
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Mr. E. J. Dillon, writing in the Contem- 
porary Review for July, said :— 


“When a Greek becomes Prime Minister he is 
the soul of the Government, and virtually 
the dictator of the kingdom for the time 
being. . . . Along with the Leader come 
his faithful followers, and their name is legion. 
They fill up every post of emolument, every 
place of trust, every position of power or in- 
fluence, every nook, cranny, and crevice in the 
machine of State. To make room for these 
saviours of their country, every official and 
employé in the kingdom is turned adrift 
Gees There is not a postman, a school- 
master, nay, not even a_ schoolmistress or 
scavenger, who is not summarily dismissed to 
make rom for the rival candidates. Ape 
The relations, comrades, acquaintances, and 
even the servants of the Deputies on the right 
side of the House are the spoiled children of 
fortune as long as their political day lasts. 
All things are possible to them. Like consti- 
tutional monarchs of the better class, they can 
do no wrong, or at least none that is punished 
by the Law Courts. The adminis- 
tration of the law is equally corrupt. Yet even- 
handed justice is the corner-stone of the modern 
State.” 


The opinion of this country was totally 
different from what it was six months or a 
year ago in regard to these questions, and 
that being so, the Government might 
naturally be excused if in the tone of their 
utterances in this House there had been 
achange. He urged upon the Govern- 
ment and the House that whatever their 
feelings or prejudices might be, they 
should never forget this great vital fact, 
that the Sovereign of this country ruled 
over a hundred million of Mussulman 
subjects. 

Mr. FLYNN said that one 
dered when listening to the hon. Member’s 
speech whether there had ever been such 
a thing as the Bulgarian atrocities, or 
the more recent massacres in Armenia, at 
which civilisation stood aghast, or whe- 
‘her all they had read on these subjects 
were the mere invention of newspaper 
correspondents. 

*Sm ELLIS ASHMEAD-BARTLETT : 
Nine-tenths of it is. 

Mr. FLYNN supposed that in that case 
the history of the Bulgarian atrocities 
would have to be re-written. 


won- 


He con- 


gratulated the hon. Member on his de- 
fence of Turkey, and of the deeds done 
Sir E. Ashmead-Bartlett. 
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in the name of and by the authority of 
that infamous Power. In stating that the 
Cretan difficulty was based on religious 
animosities, the hon. Member ignored the 
fact that in Thessaly since it became a 
province of Greece the Mussulmans and 
Christians had lived peaceably side by 
side. There must have been something 
else behind the position of affairs in 
Crete. In this matter history was re- 
peating itself, and to-day, in the same 
way as twelve months ago, the Turkish 
authorities were seeking to neutralise the 
promised reforms, and by sending Djevad 
Pasha to the island to prove to the un- 
fortunate Cretans that the promised auto- 
nomy was a mockery, and that there was 
no intention to carry out the solemn 
undertaking of the Powers. The reforms 
promised last August, after scenes of 
bloodshed and massacre, were poisoned at 
their source by the treachery of the Tur- 
kish Government. In this matter they 
were not dependent upon the statements 
of newspaper correspondents, they had 
the Dispatches of the Government officials 
themselves. With regard to the non- 
execution of the August reforms Sir 
Philip Currie wrote to Lord Salisbury on 
January 6 this year :— 


“By my instructions Mr. Block made verbal 
representations to the Foreign Minister in the 
same sense, and pointed out how ill-advised 
was the action of the Ottoman Government in 
the matter, as was shown by the growing dis- 
content in Crete at the non-execution of the 
arrangements of August last, and by the re- 
newal of disturbances in the island, which were 
caused mainly by the dilatory and obstructive 
attitude of the Porte. In reply, Tewfik Pasha 
stated that he would do his best to procure a 
favourable decision.” 


A little later Sir A. Biliotti expressed 
himself forcibly on this point. He 
wrote : — 


“The Christians are convinced, and all their 
proceedings are marked by that conviction, that 
all the incidents which trouble the public peace 
are devices of the native Mussulmans to pre- 
vent the execution of the promised reforms. 
I do not deny that the attitude of the authori- 
ties at Constantinople may have such an effect 
on the low class of Cretan Mussulmans ; but 
it is far from being so with the educated class, 
who are as, if not more, anxious than the 
Christians that the intended reforms should be 
carried out without delay. In fact, they iknow 
that they have nothing to hope from Constan- 
tinople, and that the only protection of the 
minority to which they belong lies in the 
promised reforms. On the other hand, I have 


, observed with the greatest pleasure that the 
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Christians laid down their arms at the frst 
recommendation of the Consuls to do so, which 
proves a sincere desire on their part to live in 
peace. When the Christians were taking up 
arms in former times they used to remain 
for weeks, even for months, on the mountains 
in spite of the entreaties of the Consuls. ‘ihere- 
fore, the Christians and the Mussuimans are 
respectively well disposed, but there is such an 
insuperable distrust on both sides, that they 
can never come to.a mutual understanding.” 


By that Dispatch from a representative 
who had not been conspicuously marked 
by any undue preference for the Cretan 
Christians two things were proved. First, 
that the hon. Member for Sheffield was 
wrong in saying that the Mussulmans of 
Crete were more peaceful than the Chris- 
tians, and that the majority of them were 
not as anxious for these reforms as the 
Christians were ; and, secondly, that it 
was apparent to Consul Biliotti that the 
authorities at Constantinople were doing 
all they could to stir up disturbances in 
Crete, with a view of preventing the 
carrying out of the reforms promised 
under the seal of the Great Powers of 
Europe. A month later, on the 19th of 
February, Colonel Chermside wrote to 
Sir Philip Currie :— 


“The clear-sighted observers were aware 
that both factions were considerably exhausted 
—were tired of the chronic state of insecurity— 
and that prompt and firm pacific action might 
result in the bulk of the people lending less 
willing ears to the agitators of both religious 
creeds. The Porte failed to accept loyally the 
arrangement, and to recognise the importance, 
in its own interest, of attempting to insure 
tranquillity by its prompt application. I am 
not inclined to question the statement that 
Saad-ed-Din Pasha had secret instructions to 
foster Moslem opposition to the introduction 
of the reforms.” 


There was nothing in contemporary 
history more clearly and abundantly 
proved than the hostile attitude of the 
Sultan towards these reforms. With re- 
gard to the reorganisation of the gen- 
darmerie, the European officers sent to 
form the Commission were strongly of 
opinion that it was absolutely necessary 
that a large foreign element should com- 
pose the force. The four Commissioners 
wrote last December to the Ambassa- 
dors : 





“The work of the Commission being so far 
advanced as to admit of the necessary steps 
being taken to enrol the men for the five com- 
panies which are urgently needed, we beg you 
to press the Sublime Porte to send instructions 
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to the Ottoman Delegates to agree to the 
admission of the non-Ottoman element, in con- 
formity with the provisions of Article 13 of our 
Scheme. We are firmly convinced by our ex- 
perience here that this element is absolutely 
necessary. The Mussulman and Christian 
deputies insist on a wide application of this 
Article.” 


What was the reply? 


“To the representations of the Ambassadors 
the Porte replies that the pay of the gen- 
darmes is so small that the engagement of 
fereigners would be almost impossible, and 
that, moreover, the only foreigners admissibie 
{rules?] would be Slavs of the Balkan States, 
but that among them the Montenegrins are 
extremely unpopular in Crete. That it is the 
duty of the Commission to take into considera- 
tion the views and the wishes of the Cretans.” 


The Orthodox Bishops, the official repre- 
sentatives of the much-maligned Christian 
population, wrote to Consul Biliotti :— 


“The Cretan people has accepted with grati- 
tude, and awaits with entire confidence, all 
decisions of the Great Powers intended to 
insure its true welfare; but the growing oppo- 
sition of the Central Government and the native 
Mussulman element to the will of Europe has 
uphappily resulted in a relaxation of public 
erder, and even threatens to produce a very 
critical situation in the island. In the face 
of such a crisis, the Christian population be- 
lieves that only the prompt reorganisation of 
the gendarmerie can stop the advance of this 
peril. a That being so, we think 
that, pending the reorganisation of the gen- 
darmerie, prompt and vigorous steps should be 
taken to prevent the recurrence of such 
disasters.” 


Sir P. Currie, on the same point, states— 


“In view of the pnanimous opinion of the 
Military Attachés that a non-Ottoman element 
should be recruited, the Ambassadors instructed 
their Dragomans to insist on the principle that 
strangers (‘étrangers 4 Vile’) should be ad- 
mitted, and that it should be left to the Com- 
mission to select men in accordance with the 
wishes of the population and the resources of 
the island. The Foreign Minister replied that 
the Council of Ministers must maintain its 
refusal to allow the admission of foreigners as 
non-commissioned officers and men.” 


Finally, however, the Porte consented 
that something should be done, but it was 
then too late, the gendarmerie was never 
properly established. It was only a few 
months in existence when it was dis 

banded, and the island had been handed 
over once more to disorder and anarchy. 
If the unfortunate Cretans should be 
handed over again to disorder, blood- 
shed, outrage and anarchy, if they again 








263 


Supply {COMMONS} [19th July). 264 


should become the prey of the unspeak- ; Consuls on shore, but by the representa- 
able Turk, the responsibility of the| tives of the Powers at Constantinople. 
Foreign Office would be a heavy one and | It was not merely a military or a naval 
a responsibility which he should be very | question or a question of police or of 


sorry indeed to share. 
THE 
STATE 
(Mr. G. Curzon, Lancashire, South- 
port) said the topics with whic the 
speeches of hon. Members opposite dealt 
were topics of no recent interest, and he 
could not see any advantage in now 
coming before the House and, so to 
speak, dissecting a corpse. And when he 
observed that the hon. Member for East 
Mayo had not been able to persuade 
more than 11 of his colleagues to listen 
to his utterances, and when he observed 
further similar want of interest taken in 
the hon. Member’s arguments on both 
sides of the House, it occurred to him 
that there was no particular reason why 
he should be called upon to make any 
lengthened statement as to the views of 
the Government, the more as it was only 
a fortnight ago yesterday that it was his 
duty to make a somewhat lengthened 
speech, and many hon. Members also 
spoke on the same subject. Whatever 
merits the speech of the hon. Member 
for East Mayo had, he was sure the hon. 
Member would be the last to claim for it 
the merit of novelty. He had made the 
same speech so often that he must by 
this time be getting tired of it himself, 
and the only reason he could imagine for 
delivering it again was that he would not 
have another opportunity for six months 
of making the same speech on the floor 
of the House. He did not propose to 
repeat his defence, and he would only, 
with the permisson of the House, allude 
to those particular questions raised in 
which there was any novelty or which 
appeared to call for further information. 
The first question was how it was 
that the Powers who had taken in hand 
the settlement of this question were so 
slow about the adjustment of the Cretan 
aspect of it, and how it was the 
Turkish troops were still in the island, 
and why the scheme of autonomy had 
not yet been brought into operation. He 
thought he had adumbrated the reply to 
this in the remarks he made a fortnight 
ago. This question of the autonomy of 


Crete was a question which had to be 
settled not merely by the Admirals in 
waters surrounding the island or by the 


Mr. Flynn. 





| local administration ; it was a political 
UNDER SECRETARY oF | question of the very highest importance, 
ror FOREIGN AFFAIRS! which, of course, would have to be 


discussed and settled at Constantinople. 


| Surely the hon. Member himself, with 
|his keen sympathies for the suffering 


Greeks, and in his desire that they might 
be extricated from the unhappy position 
in which the war had left them, would 
admit that the evacuation question was 
afar more important question for the 
moment than the setting up of autonomy 
in Crete. That was the view of the 
foreign representatives. They were 
engagedona work of the most consummate 
importance, the future of Greece and the 
peace of Europe, and only when they had 
settled that, as he hoped they might 
succeed in doing, would they be able to 
take up the smaller but not unimportant 
question of the future of the island 
of Crete. The next point was the 
question of the mission of Djevad 
Pasha. Now the other day they had a 
Debate on another subject in which the 
hon. Member for Northampton en- 
lightened, but did not astonish the 
House, by saying that he seemed to be 
living in a world of illusions. The hon. 
Member for East Mayo seemed for the 
last six months, in relation to Crete, to 
have been living in a world of mare’s- 
nests created by himself. [Zaughter. | 
One after another these mare’ s-nests had 
been brought before the House by him, 
and it had been part of his duty relent- 
lessly to expose them. Undeterred by a 
long career of failures, not marked hither- 
to by a single success, the hon. Gentle- 
man came down again with another 
mare’s-nest, which was the mission of 
Djevad Pasha. Djevad Pasha, as he 
informed the House, had gone to the 
island as commander of the Turkish 
troops. It was true he stated that his 
arrival there was deprecated because it 
would create a false impression. That 
was obvious. The arrival of a military 
ofticer of his high distinction and previous 
career was, of course, calculated to elate 
the Mussulmans in the island, and the 
Powers would have been very glad indeed 
if he had not been dispatched ; but the 
information he had given to the House 


‘showed that since his arrival Djevad 
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Pasha had not been discharging functions 
beyond those of his military post. He 
had been acting in concert with the 
Admirals, and if he continued to act in 
the same spirit there was no reason what- 
ever why his presence in the island should 
be a source of further trouble. Then the 
next question was that of the attitude of 
the Admirals in relation to the protection 
of life and property. The hon. Member 
seemed to think he made a great point 
when he asked him how it was they 
allowed arms and ammunition to be 
landed for the Turkish troops but did not 
allow them to be landed for the insur- 
gents. There was no parity between the 
two cases. The insurgents in the island 
were not defending anybody, they were 
not protecting anybody. On the contrary, 
they were acting entirely on the offensive. 
They were attacking, wherever they got 
the opportunity, the large Mussulman 
population of the towns and the Turkish 
troops themselves, and they had even 
attacked the detachments that represent 
the Great Powers. On the other hand, 
the Turkish troops were acting as a 
garrison responsible for the life and 
safety of enormous aggregations of people 
of their own religious faith, and as long 
as that garrison remained there, whether 
their presence was right or wrong, to 
suppose that they should be left without 
arms or ammunition was so ridiculous 
that he was sure the hon. Member himself 
on reflection would not suggest it as 
possible. The duty of the Admirals from 
the start had been directed to the 
prohibition of entry to the island of any 
arms or ammunition that might be used 
for the purposes of the insurrection, and 
he believed that both in carrying out that 
mission and in regard to the introduction 
of food supplies they had shown the most 
scrupulous fairness all round. There was 
one charge, amongst many false charges 
which the hon. Member was so fond of 
directing against the Admirals, that he 
thought they had a particular right to 
resent, and that was the charge that they 
had played into the hands of Turkey and 
gone against the Christians. Now, when 
it was remembered that the Admirals 
had for weeks past been in friendly 
communication with the leaders of the 
insurgents, that they had repeatedly 
warned them in advance of attacks likely 
to be made upon them by the Cretan 
Mahomedan irregulars, that they had 
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given them every facility for meeting in 
assembly and expressing their views, that 
they had provided them with stores and 
provisions ; and further, when one 
remembered their attitude towards the 
Turks, that they had instructions to 
prevent the landing of any further 
Turkish troops, it seemed grotesque, and 
more than grotesque, it seemed cruelly 
unfair, that the hon. Gentleman should 
accuse these officers of such a charge. 
For his own part, he could not conceive 
a more delicate and painful task than 
that which had devolved on the repre- 
sentatives of the Powers in Crete and in 
Cretan waters during the last eight or 
nine months, and they ought to receive 
encouragement instead of unfair criticism 
from the representatives of the people of 
this country in the House of Commons. 
[Cheers.] He had only one other obser- 
vation to make, and that was with regard 
to the wider charge of perfidy which the 
hon. Member had brought against the 
Government and the Powers. Over and 
over again he had heard statements like 
this—that ‘‘the Powers are going to 
leave Crete under the heel of the 
oppressor,” that ‘‘they are going to 
break faith with the Cretan people,” 
that ‘‘ Lord Salisbury was running away 
from his promises.” Of course, if the 
hon. Gentleman persisted in thinking 
that the Cabinets and Statesmen and 
Foreign Ministers of Europe were deliber- 
ately playing a false game by making 
pledges in the sight of Europe which they 
had no intention of fulfilling, but proposed 
to break—in that case it was no good 
arguing with him ; but such a suspicion, 
he ventured to say, was not shared by a 
single other man in the House—{ Mr. 
MacNeILi: “@h, yes !”|—with possibly 
one exception. [Laughter.] He had 
only to say, as he had said before, that 
he believed there was not a pledge or 
promise from which one of the Powers 
had any desire to withdraw. Perhaps 
six months hence, when the hon. Member 
for East Mayo had another opportunity 
of making, not the same speech, but 
another on the same subject, he might 
have reason to regret the accusations he 
had so unfairly brought against the 
representatives of the Powers of Europe. 

Sir ROBERT REID (Dumfries 
Burghs) said that the character of the 
explanation offered by the right hon. 
Gentleman was substantially the same 
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months. They did not seem, as far as 
he could judge, to be getting one inch 
nearer the consummation of what they all 
wanted to see in Crete than they were 
six months ago. The right hon. Gentle- 
man had repeatedly pointed to the state 
of things in Crete, but Lord Salisbury 
himself had described the condition of 
affairs there a few months ago as a state 
of anarchy ; and during the whole of that 
time the right hon. Gentleman would 
not contend that the wrongs had been 
one-sided on the part of the Christians 
in Crete. The right hon. Gentleman 
had at different times portrayed the 
insurgents in Crete as persons of a rather 
ferocious temper, and he had attributed 
to them some part of the blame for the 
anarchy that had taken place. Twelve 
months ago the Cretans expressed the 
greatest readiness to accept the Consti- 
tution which was offered to them by the 
Powers. Four months passed after that 
expression of that readiness, but there 
was some influence at work which pre- 
vented the unfortunate Christians from 
being able to reap the fruits of that 
Constitution. It was not surprising that 
in the circumstances they rose in arms ; 
and what had been the position taken up 
by the Government? There had been a 
blockade, which was in the first place 
stated to be due to the presence of Greek 
troops in Crete, and the purpose of the 
blockade was announced to be the securing 
of the withdrawal of the Greek troops. But 
the Greek troops had been withdrawn 
and the blockade still continued against 
the importation of arms. The right 
hon. Gentleman said that the object of 
the blockade with regard to arms was to 
prevent arms from being obtained in 
support of the insurrection. The fleet 
of this country was being used, by the 
admission of the Government, to prevent 
the importation of arms in aid of the 
insurrection. That was a novel step for 
the British Government to adopt in 
regard to any country ; it was not only 
novel, but, to his mind, it was absolutely 
unjustifiaable in the case of Turkey, 
because the insurrection was one against 
an unbearable tyranny which had 
existed for centuries in that island. 


Not only so, but it was an insurrection 
against a tyranny which had been em- 
phasised in the strongest degree within 
the last 20 or 30 years, and it had 


Sir Robert Reid. 
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never been more brutal than within the 
last 10 or 15 years. They therefore 
found that the Government had adopted 
a policy which differed from anything 
that had been adopted in the earlier part 
of the Session. They were using the 
British fleet to prevent arms and ammu- 
nition from being placed in the hands of 
persons who were rebels against ‘Turkey, 
and at the same time allowing the 
importation of arms for the assistance 
of the Turkish troops. That was a one- 
sided policy ; the Government were 
sapping the military resources of the 
insurgents as against the Turkish 
authorities. The right hon. Gentleman 
said that there were attacks made by 
the irregulars. There was no doubt 
about it, and they were not prevented 
from getting arms and ammunition. 

Mr. CURZON said that in Canea all 
the irregulars were disarmed, and in 
Candia an order was procured from the 
Turkish Governor to the effect that no 
one should be allowed to carry arms 
at all. 

Sir R. REID asked whether he was 
not right in saying that since the order 
there had been raids and conflicts between 
the irregulars and the insurgents? [Mr. 
Curzon dissented.] He was glad to 
note the contradiction, but his recollec- 
tion was different. He was under the 
impression that since the disarming 
order those persons had either obtained 
arms from the Turkish troops or from 
confederates in the towns, and had used 
them for the purpose of attacking the 
insurgents. It was admitted by the 
Government, however, that while the 
Turks were allowed to have a supply of 
arms and ammunition the insurgents 
were not allowed to have a supply. 
Notwithstanding the explanations of the 
right hon. Gentleman, therefore, he 
described this as taking sides in the 
controversy. They heard a great deal 
at the beginning of the Session as to the 
intentions of the Government with 
reference to the withdrawal of the 
Turkish troops, and it was felt that if 
the Turkish troops were removed, and 
some proper force substituted, it would 
be comparatively easy to carry out the 
work of pacification. The people in 
Crete were under the deepest anxiety 
with regard to these Turkisk troops, 
because, notwithstanding the appre- 
hension to the contrary expressed by the 
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right hon. Gentleman, they knew that | 


one of the regiments implicated in the 


frightful massacres in Armenia had been | 


landed in Crete; and it was hard to 
convince the people to lay down their 
arms in the presence of this terrible 
soldiery. He should be glad to hear 


from the Government an expression of | 


their views that the Turkish troops would 
have to be withdrawn. If they were 
not, what was the prospect of peace in 
Crete? Ifthe Government were going 
to prevent the insurgents from getting 
arms, the correlative duty was imposed 
upon them to remedy their grievances. 
They had no right to disarm the popula- 
tion who were fighting in what they 
believed to be a just cause, or to prevent 
them from having access to munitions of 
war in the face of an armed enemy, unless 
they were prepared to see justice was 
done to them. We were, indeed, placed 
in an absolutely false position. The 
reason was because we had tied ourselves 
to the tail of the European Concert, and 
were not able to move either hand or foot 
without the consent of the other Powers, 
who, in their views, were largely reac- 
tionary. The independent voice and 
force of this country had been sacrificed 
to a supposed necessity for a_ strict 
alliance among all the Powers. In past 
times the Liberal policy, and he thought 
the Conservative policy also, had been, 
while considerate to foreign nations, 
never to yield up our independent stand- 
point or to fetter our action. This view 
had been expressed by the Leader 
of the Opposition in his speeches 
outside the House. [Jronical Minis- 
terial cheers.| For his own part, he 
expressed deep regret that this matter 
had not been taken up in the spirit of 
his right hon. Friend’s speeches, and 
brought to a fair issue on the floor of the 


House] of Commons—as to whether we | 
were willing to consent any longer to the | 


power and the influence of Great Britain, 
which had always in past times been used 


in favour of freedom, being neutralised | 


by this unhappy and ineffectual Concert. 
He believed that if a fair opportunity 
were given of testing the opinion of the 
House many hon. Gentlemen would be 
found to approve of what he said—viz., 
that the Government were taking sides 
against the insurgents in Crete without 
at the same time being willing to take 
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the responsibility of rectifying their 
grievances. [ Hear, hear!” 

Mr. COURTNEY (Cornwall, Bod- 
min) said he entered into this discussion 
with great hesitation. But he should be 
most reluctant to let it be supposed that 
sympathy with Crete was confined to one 
side of the House. Although he had no 
authority to speak for others, he was 
quite sure there were many on the Gov- 
ernment side of the House as well as on 
the Opposition side, who watched with 
anxiety and concern the slow develop- 
ment of the tragedy of Crete, and who 
were desirous of seeing some demonstra- 
tion, not only of knowledge and good 
will, but also of energy which would 
bring about the conclusion of this tragedy. 
[‘‘ Hear, hear!”] They did not cherish illu- 
sions about the condition and merits of 
different parties in Crete. The hon. 
Member for Ecclesall, like many other 
persons, thought the Cretans were always 
wrong and the others always right. He 
had no such feeling. But let them re- 
member this—that for two centuries the 
Turks had had dominion and authority 
in Crete; and what was the result? 
They had had their own way all that 
time, but there had never been anything 
like good government or contentment in 
the island. Grant the worst that could 
be said of the qualities of the Cretan 
Christians, it must be admitted that 
those who had had charge were some- 
what responsible for the condition in 
which they were to be found. That had 
led, no doubt, to the decision of the 
Powers, in which Lord Salisbury con- 
curred and which he helped probably 
to promote. In spite of the recent 
successes of the Turkish army 
against the Greek army, they all 
recognised who had any eye on history 
that the Turkish power was a waning 
power ; bit by bit some portion of its 
territory was taken from Turkish 
dominion, and it did not go back again. 
Now the decision, as they understood it 
of the Concert of Europe with respect to 
Crete was that the time had come when 
Crete should be removed from the 
authority and dominion of Turkey. It 
was true that the Turk was to remain as 


the feudal lord, but with respect to 


internal administration he was to have 


nothing to do with it. The freedom of 


Crete was the one policy which the 
Government expressed in that House 
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and which the Powers of Europe under- 
took to carry through in concert together. 
Now, was that policy going forward 1 
That was the real question, which was 
put, not in opposition to the Government, 
nor in any attempt to hamper them, but 
rather to strengthen. That was the 
question they desired to put. Was this 
matter going forward? He did not 
believe there was a man in England, or 
in Europe, who understood the situation 
in South-east Europe better than Lord 
Salisbury. His analysis of the case was 
perfect ; but some of them did wish that, 
with his thorough knowledge and clear 
conception of the Powers in contest, and 
with his foresight of the inevitable, he 
would also be able to demonstrate some- 
thing of the energy of purpose that 
would bring about the result he aimed at 
and desired as much as they themselves. 
[‘‘ Hear, hear!”] Now, the hon. Member 
for Ecclesall recognised that there had 
been a change in tone, and they must all 
recognise it. That change in tone was 
most deplorable. Not only did it indi- 
cate a want of resolution or possible 
want of resolution on the part of 
England, but it indicated something 
that would tell upon the resolution of 
the Concert of Europe. Their whole 
trust in the accomplishment of what 
they desired depended largely, if not 
exclusively, on the maintenance of 
the position of England in _ the 
Concert, and there was some feeling of 
apprehension—it might be unjustified 
apprehension, but it was an apprehension 
which had something to say for itselfé— 
that we were not doing all we might, nor 
all that we could or should do, whenever 
this discussion arose. [‘‘ Hear, hear !” ] 
With respect to the matter of the 
blockade. There was a blockade now, 
limited to a blockade of arms against 
the insurgents ; and the Under Secretary 
said, quite naturally, it would be absurd 
to suppose that any other control could 
take place than that. But was he (Mr. 
Courtney) right or wrong in thinking 
that when these latter troubles arose, 
and Count Kalnoky wanted to establish 
a blockade which would leave the Turks 
free to bring in their arms, the other 
Powers agreed to the proposal, but Lord 
Salisbury refused to agree to a proposal 
which he thought one-sided? The 
blockade was subsequently agreed to 


because the situation had changed and 
Mr. Courtney. 
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it was thought necessary to prevent the 
hostile operations which were begun by 
the intrusion of the Greek army. But 
inasmuch as that intrusion of the Greek 
army had ceased, they had now gone 
back to the status quo ante; they were 
now in precisely the same position as 
when Lord Salisbury refused to accede 
to the Austrian proposal. If it was 
unfair and one-sided then, was it not 
unfair and one-sided now? We were 
now doing what Count Kalnoky wanted 
to have done and we would not do; but 
in his opinion the reasons that defeated 
this policy when it was first proposed 
should operate to prevent its maintenance 
at this moment. [{‘ Hear, hear!”] In 
the settlement of Crete they all desired 
that the Turkish troops should disappear ; 
but they found a difficulty in getting 
them away. Well, they might help the 
process of getting the Turkish troops 
away by stopping the supply of arms, 
for, after all, the Turks would be no 
worse off than the people who were 
opposed to them. If they wanted to get 
Crete clear of the Turkish troops, 
the establishment of a blockade of both 
sides, or neither side, would surely be 
some help to a solution of the difficulty. 
The problem was not incapable of being 
solved. Had we not a Turkish island in 
our own hands, and did we not maintain 
peace there among a population divided 
into Mussulmans and Christians as in 
Crete? Possibly the elements there were 
not so acutely conflicting and the tradi- 
tions were not so savage; but it was 
quite clear from what we had done in 
Cyprus that if we could introduce into 
Crete a European governor with a sufli- 
cient force at his back—partly recruited, 
perhaps largely recruited, at first outside 
Crete—we should have a fair prospect of 
the same establishment of order and 
peace in Crete as we had established in 
Cyprus. [Cheers.] But in order to do 
that we must make up our minds not 
only to wish but to be ready to do some- 
thing to bring it about. We must make 
up our minds either to give a little money 
or to guarantee a little money. We could 
not start a régime that would bring the 
island to order without money, and we 
must promote the appointment of a 
governor able to control. He did not 
know how the situation stood with regard 
to M. Droz, but they would be ready to 
wait with hope and with great faith if 
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they could hear language that would 
confirm them in the belief that all was 
being done to bring this about that could 
possibly be done. [‘ Hear, hear!” ] The 
Under Secretary had said, 

‘*Are you accusing the Great Powers of 


Europe? Is there anybody ready here to 
ascribe perfidy to the allied Powers?” 





Let them take a more reasonable and 
clear-sighted view. The different Powers | 
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Mr. STUART-WORTLEY (Sheffield, 
Hallam) asked whether it was in order 
to introduce this Question. Was not 
the reduction of the Vote moved for the 
purpose of discussing the Cretan 
Question ? 

*Mr. SPEAKER said there was no 
specific mention of Crete in the Question 
before the House, which was the reduction 
of the salary of the Foreign Secretary. 

Mr. DAVITT resuming, said the 





of Europe had entered into the Concert) right hon. Gentleman had been presented 
with different degrees of desire for the | with a memorial which had been widely 
end ; and if events had happened which! read by hon. Members on both sides of 
had diminished—he would not say the the House and with much sympathy. 
desire, but the possibly reluctant consent These men had been in exile during the 
of one of the Powers to carry forward | last 14 or 15 years, been compelled to 
the Concert, and if the other Powers live in a climate notorious for its 
were saying, “ Oh, because this and that | humidity, the effects of which upon 
one will not go on with this work we | natives of one of the driest climates 
also cannot go on,” they could not help|in the world could be well understood, 
detecting a certain want of resolution) He had been told by people who had 
and thoroughness of purpose which was | visited these Egyptian exiles that they 
the root of all their anxieties, [‘Hear,|were all suffering from rheumatism. 
hear!”] He did not denythat the Concert | That fact alone ought to influence the 
of Europe had its merits; buthe thoughtit | Government to give a favourable response 
was the duty of England, if she entered to the appeal that they had addressed to 
into it, to enter it with a clear notion of |Her Majesty and Lord Salisbury. These 
what she desired and a determination to|' men were approaching the end of their 
attain her object, and to secure that, if lives,and in pathetic language they asked 
the possibility of carrying it through be- to have the poor privilege of returning 
came interrupted, she should be able to_ near to their native land in order thatthey 
retire from the Concert. It was said ina!) might have an opportunity of seeing 
former period of Greek uprising, when|their grandchildren, born since their 
quasi concerts were going on, that we| deportation. They declared that they 
were much favoured by one astute Power had abandoned their early _ political 
which found in the multiplication of con- | ambitions and projects, and pledged their 
ferences and congresses an admirable | words as soldiers and gentlemen, that if 
means of sterilising the energy of every | they were allowed to go to Cyprus they 
single Power which entered into the| would take no part whatever in any 
combination. Do not let our energy be agitation against what he hoped would 
sterilised. Let it be manifest here and|be only the temporary domination of 
throughout Europe that what we had| England in Egypt. On both sides of the 
entered upon we intended to carry | House there existed a strong feeling that 
through ; at all events, that we would | these men’s request ought to be acceded 
not be a party to a combination which,|to. As yet the Government had not 
professedly desiring the result we our-|extended much sympathy to prisoners in 
selves desired, yet did nothing to bring | this memorable year, which had supplied 
about that result, showing too often|them with an opportunity of exercising 
signs of feebleness and almost a readiness | actsof clemency which would, he believed, 
to abandon this work which we had|have been exercised in similar circum- 
undertaken. | Cheers. stances by any other Government in 
Mr. MICHAEL DAVITT (Mayo, 8.) | Europe or Asia. 
said he had no intention of continuing) Mr. LABOUCHERE (Northampton) 
the Debate on the Cretan Question. hoped that the Government would con- 
He wished to ask the right hon. Gentle-| sider this matter favourably. Why 
man to reply to the appeal made him in| did these exiles remain in Ceylon? The 
January from the Irish Benches on behalf | reason was that they received what was 
of the Egyptian exiles in Ceylon. | called a pension from the Egyptian 
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Government. It was not a pension 
really, but an indemnity, all their pro- 


perty having been confiscated, and were | 
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they to leave Ceylon without permission | 


this money would no longer be paid to 
them. 
question he wanted to say that the Oppo- 
sition objected to our forming part of 
what was to all intents and purposes a 
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challenge of the hon. Member for North: 
ampton. It was indeed only by leave of 
the House that he could say anything 
upon the specific subject which had been 


raised by the hon. Member for South 


With regard to the Cretan’ 


holy alliance of the Continental Powers. | 


Inthat Federal Councilof Europe, as Lord 
Salisbury called it, this country must in 
the natare of things always be in a 
minority, for our principles in regard to 


Mayo. The House, he thought, would 
agree with him that the case of the 
Egyptian exiles had not suffered at the 
hands of their sympathetic advocate. 
[ “Hear, hear!”] He did not know whether 


the hon. Member’s information as to the 


exiles’ health was correct or not at the 
present moment, but when he was him- 


. cr self in Ceylon a few years ago and saw 
liberty were very different from those | 


Arabi Pasha and some of the other exiles, 


\they certainly were not suffering from 


current in Russia, Germany, and 
Austria. The prevailing view of this | 


holy alliance was that when people 
broke out in rebellion against their 
Government — whether that Government 
was good or bad—they were thereby 


ill-health. As to the climate of Ceylon, 
he should say himself that the island 


| was one of the most agreeable places on 


threatening the peace of Europe, and | 


that all Europe ought to interfere in 
order to rivet the chain round their 
necks. But that had never been our 
policy in the past—witness Italy and 
Poland. Never before had we interfered 
on the side of wrong and against the 
side of right. What he asked the 


Government to do, was to stand aloof | 


and not to interfere in the insurrection 


}in accordance with 


in Crete either on one side or on the other. | 


When they asked the Under Secretary 
for Foreign Affairs in that House for an 


| the 


explanation of the policy of the Govern- | 


ment, the right hon. Gentleman referred 


That was not treating the House of 
Commons as it had a right to be treated, 
and he hoped the right hon. Gentleman 
would supply them with fuller informa- 
tion in future. 


upon the withdrawal of the Turkish 


the face of the globe. The hon. Member 
asked whether the Government would 
allow these exiles to come back to Europe 
the terms of their 
petition. But this question was not one 
primarily for Her Majesty’s Government. 
It was primarily a question for the 
Egyptian Government, against whom 


| these individuals had engaged in a con- 


spiracy and insurrection. The rebellion 
was unsuccessful and Arabi Pasha and 
some others were condemned to death, 
but their sentences were commuted by 
Khedive on the understanding 
that they would be banished for life 
and Ceylon was offered by the British 


‘ | Government as the place of their exile. 
them to the statements of Lord Salisbury. 


It was quite clear that if these persons 


| wanted to return to Egypt, the matter was 
/one upon which the voice of the Egyptian 


| but must prevail. 
He asked whether the | 
Government were really going to insist | 


troops, whether Crete was to be granted | 


an independent autonomy, and if so, 
whether measures were going to be 
taken to insure that the Cretans should 
enjoy the full benefits of that autonomy. 
That such measures were necessary was 
proved by past experience. For years 
there had been an excellent constitution 
in Crete, but the carrying out of it 
had been in the hands of the Turks, 
and the result had been constant anarchy 
and disorder. 

Mr. CURZON observed that as he had 
already spoken, the Rules of the House 
did not permit him to take up the 


Mr. Labouchere. 





Government must not only be considered 
The hon. Gentleman 
had said nothing whatever about the 
terms of Lord Cromer’s Dispatch which 
accompanied the memorials. The House 
should know— 

Mr. DAVITT: Nor did I mention 
the fact that the Khedive himself was 
not opposed to their return. 

Mr. CURZON said he could not speak 
for the opinion of the Khedive. He 
could only put before the House the 
opinion of the Egyptian Ministers, given 
by Lord Cromer in his Dispatch of June 
10, 1897, in which he said :— 

‘‘T have the honour to enclose a copy of a 
memorial which I have received from three of 
the Ceylon exiles, and in which I am requested 
to support a petition addressed both to the Queen 
and to your Lordship, praying that the peti- 
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tioners may be allowed to reside in Cyprus. I 
cannot doubt that the real object of the 

titioners is to return to Egypt. I find on 
inquiry that the Egyptian Ministers are much 
averse to the return of the exiles. I agree in 
= that their return would be undesir- 
able. 


Supply 


There was, therefore, the opinion of the 
Egyptian Government and of Lord Cromer 
in opposition to the return of these exiles ; 
but, of course, if the Egyptian Govern- 
ment made any representations in the 
opposite sense, they would be duly con- 
sidered here. As, however, their opinion 
was unfavourable, her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment had no alternative but to act upon 
it. [‘* Hear, hear!” ] 


Dr. CLARK (Caithness) said that 
Lord Cromer’s Report only applied to 
these men going back to Egypt. Lord 
Cromer said they ought not to be allowed 
to go back to Egypt and that the Egyptian 
Ministers objected to their coming back 
to Egypt. 

Mr. CURZON: The hon. Member is 
quite wrong. The memorial was put 
before the Egyptian Government, and 
they objected to the petitioners going to 
Cyprus, because they believed it was only 
a blind in order to get to Egypt. 


Dr. CLARK said they had been 
fifteen years in Ceylon, and during that 
time had made no attempt to interfere 
in anything Egyptian. Why, then, 
should they be kept in Ceylon? Why 
should they not be allowed to reside 
in aclimate similar to that of Egypt? 
He dared say that Lord Cromer, who 
was Arabi’s old enemy, would do his 
level best to prevent them from leaving 
Ceylon. Mr. Gladstone was responsible 
for the Egyptian war in 1882—{“ hear, 
hear !”|—and he had expressed his regret 
for it, and these men had suffered for 
trying to bring about all the reforms 
Lord Cromer had introduced. However, 
they were not successful, and therefore 
must suffer. 


Question put, That ‘£49,705’ stand 
part of the Resolution.” 


The House divided :—Ayes, 110; 
Noes, 50.—(Division List, No. 374.) 


Dr. CLARK said he: wished to call 
attention to the extraordinary conduct 
of Lord Salisbury in requiring to bring 
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the question of the protection of the 
fisheries in the north of Scotland before 
the various persons who signed the North 
Sea Convention. A Select Committee 
sat in 1892 for the purpose of hearing 
evidence regarding the delimitation of 
the fishing beds in the north, and reported 
almost unanimously in favour of extend- 
ing the present three mile limit ; and of 
giving greater powers both in England 
and in Scotland to protect the fishing 
beds from the consequences of over-traw]- 
ing. The Committee heard witnesses 
representing the trawling industry, who 
admitted that this destruction was going 
on and desired that some change in the 
existing system of fishing should be made. 
Trawling it was said was not paying 
because the best fish had gone and only 
immature fish could be caught. There 
was a difference of opinion in Committee 
as to whether the sale of undersized fish 
should be prevented, and eventually the 
Committee reported against that course 
for various reasons. In most countries 
on the North Sea there was a limit to 
the size of fish that could be sold, but in 
this country there was no such limit. 
The Committee recommended that an 
effort should be made to extend the 
territorial limit for fishing purposes, 
and they recommended that the Govern- 
ment should apply to the various Powers 
that signed the North Sea Convention 
in order that this should be done. 
Afterwards a Bill promoted by the 
Scotch Fishery Board was passed through 
the House of Commons to control the 
methods of fishing, and to give the Board 
powers within the 13 mile limit. The 
Bill was originally brought in by a 
Conservative Government, when the 
Marquess of Lothian was Secretary for 
Scotland, and it proposed an 18 mile 
limit. Thirteen miles was suggested by 
Lord Salisbury, who pointed out that the 
limit was based on the carrying powers 
of a gun ; and that as the old gunshot 
was three miles, at present it was 13 
miles. When the Board of 1895 was 
introduced it contained a provision pre- 
venting trawling within 13 miles. That 
was passed by the House of Commons, 
but in the House of Lords, on Lord 
Salisbury’s Motion an Amendment was 
put in to the effect that the Scotch 
Fishery Board should not put these 
powers in force until all the Powers 
signing the North Sea Convention agreed 
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to them. Lord Salisbury, he held, thus 
became morally responsible for seeing 
that his Amendment was carried out. 
Two months after it was carried, he 
became Foreign Secretary. The Govern- 
ment had been pressed to apply to the 
Powers during the past two years, but 
had not done so; and indeed Mr. Curzon 
had told the House that they had no 
intention of doing so. If that was so, 
they were entitled to say that the Amend- 
ment was made in the House of Lords 
by false pretences. 
was this. They were able at present in 
certain places beyond the three mile 
limit—in the Moray Firth—to prevent 
English and Scotch trawlers from carry- 
ing on their operations, but foreign 
trawlers were at liberty to fish in these 
waters. They had a notorious case of 
that kind recently. There was a law by 
which they could prevent fish so caught 
in these waters from being sold, and 
when that German trawler came into 
Aberdeen it was met by a gunboat and 
marines, who by physical force prevented 
the landing of the fish. Surely they were 
entitled to ask Lord Salisbury to take 
some steps to put his own Amendment in 
force. To a great extent Lord Salisbury 
he believed was acting in the interest of 
the English trawlers, by whom great 
mischief was done. Even in the reign 
of James I. English fishermen went to 
the Scotch waters and fights ensued as 
they did now. Both the English and 
the Scotch Parliaments appointed 
Committees to consider the question, and 
Lord Cranborne, the Prime Minister’s 
ancestor, was on the English Committee. 
These Committees recommended a limit 
of fourteen miles, or a mile more than 
the limit now suggested. By his action 
Lord talisbury was now enabling the 
English people to poach in Scotch waters, 
and this the Scotch people desired to 
prevent. The tcotch system was different 
trom the English. About 72 per cent. 
of the fish in Scotland were caught by 
drift nets or lines, and only about one- 
fourth from the trawls, while the great 
bulk of the English fish were caught by 
trawls. Here was a very valuable source 
of food being destroyed. The only 


question on which there was a difference 
of opinion was as to the remedy, and as 
between the two alternatives suggested 
the view of the Committee was, not that 
the size of fish should be limited, but 


Dr. Clark, 


The present position | 
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that the fishing beds should be preserved 
by preventing trawling within a certain 
limit. In the past, they had seen the 
white fish in the Moray Firth destroyed. 
Now they were coming back again ; and 
what they wanted to do was to prevent 
further destruction taking place. 

Mr. R. B. HALDANE (Haddington) 
said he understood the Government did 
not intend to pursue the negotiations 
with reference to the 13-mile limit within 
the convention of the Powers concerned. 
He believed there was difficulty in the 
matter, and he did not blame the 
Government for not treating a vexed 
question of international law separately. 
The Scotch fishermen were in a great 
difficulty as to the future. This Act was 
hanging over their heads, and they were 
in great uncertainty as to their calling. 
He hoped the Government would do 
what was in their power in the way of 
negotiation with foreign States or would 
introduce legislation. The protection of 
the line fishermen on the east coast cried 
loudly for a remedy, and with things in 
the uncertain condition they were at 
present it was impossible to make pro- 
gress. The Government might find it 
possible to come to a decision, and either 
negotiate with foreign Powers, or the 

3oard of Trade in England, which was 
jealous of the superior advantages the 
Scotch fishermen were getting, might 
make up their minds what course they 
would allow the Scotch Office to take in 
the matter. 

*Mr. J.G. WEIR (Ross and Cromarty) 
said that if his hon. and learned Friend 
did not blame the Government he himself 
blamed them for their neglect. The 
Government said they had done nothing, 
and did not intend to do anything. 
That was not treating the subject or the 
House fairly. He wished again to call 
attention to the high duty imposed 
by the United States, Russian, and 
Austrian Governments on Scotch herrings 
imported into those countries. The 
Under Secretary for Foreign Affairs, in 
reply to repeated questions, said it was 
useless for him to interfere, as his efforts 
were foredoomed to failure. In July last 
vear a memorial, signed by a number of 
Unionist Members and 15 or 16 Unionist 
candidates, was sent to Lord Salisbury, 
urging upon him the importance of 
extending the three-mile limit to 15 
miles, and Lord Salisbury promised his 
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“most careful consideration.” It was 
not pleasant to be eternally asking 
questions in tkis House.  [Laughter.| 
He would much rather not ask a single 
question the whole Session. [‘ Hear, 
hear!” and laughter.) It was not 
pleasant to raise questions on Report or 
on the Appropriation Bill, but Members 
had to use every means to bring pressure 
on the Government. and he would use 
every means rather than see the affairs 
of the Highlands of Scotland or of the 
line fishermen of Scotland, Ireland, or 
England pushed aside and_ ignored. 
[‘* Hear, hear ! ” 

Mr. CURZON said that the Govern- 
ment were willing to move in the 
interests of the fishermen was shown 
by the success of their efforts as 
regarded better wharfage for the 
reception of Scotch herrings. Turning 
to the more important question of the 
13-mile limit, he said it was quite 
true that under Section 10 of the Sea 
Fisheries Act of 1895 jurisdiction was 
given to the Fishery Board in Scotland 
to make certain bye-laws for the obser- 
vance of British fishermen within the 
13-mile limit, and that the result of an 
Amendment introduced by Lord 
Salisbury in the House of Lords was that 
no such bye-law should be held to be 
operative until foreign Powers had 
accepted the jurisdiction as binding upon 
their subjects. It had been suggested 
that by introducing that Amendment 
Lord Salisbury had made himself morally 
responsible for this appeal being made, 
and that there had been some breach of 
faith on the part of Lord Salisbury in 
not making it. But there were many 
considerations to be taken into account. 
There was no inherent or @ priori 
objection on the part of the Foreign 
Office ; but there were aspects of the 
question which, though they did not 
seem to have entered into the purview 
of hon. Gentlemen opposite, must, from 
the Foreign Office point of view, be con- 
sidered. This question affected other 
classes of fishermen besides the line 
fishermen, and not only so, but it raised 
far wider issues of international and 
political importance. If the appeal were 
made to the signatory Powers it was 
extremely doubtful whether it would be 
accepted. But supposing it were accepted, 
what would be the consequences ? In the 
first place this would be looked upon by 


{3 Auaust 1897} 





[19th July). 282 


the fishing interest generally, as a con- 
cession made to the line fishermen alone, 
and no doubt great jealousy and _ ill- 
feeling would result therefrom. 

Dr. CLARK pointed out that the 
trawling interest was well represented on 
the Committee, and the consensus of 
opinion was that the fishing beds were 
being destroyed and that something must 
be done. 

Mr. CURZON said no doubt that 
was the case, but he could not believe, 
if the appeal was successful, that it 
would be cheerfully acquiesced in by the 
trawling industry on any part of the 
coast. Another point was that if the 
proposal were accepted, other Powers 
would at once propose corresponding 
restrictions upon their own waters, and 
British fishermen might find that they 
would lose more than they would gain 
by being excluded from some of their 
most profitable fishing-grounds—namely, 
those around the coasts of Denmark, 
Iceland, Germany, Holland, Spain, and 
Portugal. One thing was certain. If 
this change were adopted in the first 
instance for fishing purposes, they would 
soon find it claimed for other purposes of 
a very much more serious nature. A 
proposal was made by the Netherlands 
Government a short time ago for a 
similar extension of the _ territorial 
limit, and that application was not 
entertained. Of course, the moment 
they touched a question of this sort they 
raised any number of issues affecting the 
sovereignty and jurisdiction of States. 
Hitherto, the three - mile limit had 
obtained throughout the States of 
Europe, and had almost the force of 
International Law. So it was regarded 
by all maritime countries, and now it 
was proposed to substitute for this limit 
an indefinable area, the limits of which 
were situated at such a distance from 
land that they could not be seen, and 
over which it would be extremely 
difficult to exercise adequate and 
efficient control. An alteration of this 
kind, if it were to be accepted as having 
the force of an international law, must 
be made with the common consent of all 
the maritime Powers, but Russia, 
Sweden and Norway were not included 
among the signatories to the North Sea 
Convention. It must be obvious that 
they could not with any chance of success 
or with any decency propose a gigantic 
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consideration a number of the Powers 
affected. He hoped hon. Members 
would see the force of what he had said, 
and that they would recognise that what- 
ever solution was ultimately arrived at 
the case was certainly one in which great 
caution was required. 

*Mr. T. R. BUCHANAN (Aber- 
deenshire, W.); while appreciating the 
points brought forward by the right 
hon. Gentleman did not think his reply 
would give much satisfaction to the 
Scottish fishermen. It should be 
remembered that when the Act of 
1895 left the House of Commons it 
gave the Fishery Board power to close 
certain areas within the thirteen-mile 
limit. But in the House of Lords and 
at the instance of Lord Salisbury a 
restriction was put in that the clause 
should not come into operation unless 
the previous consent of the signatories 
to the North Sea Convention had been 
given. The same question had arisen 
in the Committee. In the original 
proposal of the Committee the proviso 
was not inserted that the consent of the 
North Sea Powers should be necessary, 
but the Report of the Committee was 
that the consent of these Powers 
should be necessary. During the 
discussion it was pointed out that the 
insertion of the Amendment in the Bill 
would render the clause inoperative, 
and surely after the course Lord 
Salisbury took they had a claim upon 
him to take action in the direction of 
making the clause operative. The first 
difficulty pointed out by the Under 
Secretary was that they could not 
extend: the territorial limit for fishery 
purposes only. The question of the 
territorial limit was a difficult — pre- 
blem of international law which had 
been much discussed by international 
lawyers. But it had made great pro- 
gress during the last few years, and 
three years ago the Congress on Inter- 
national Law at Brussels came to a 
unanimous decision on the motion of 
the French delegate in favour of 
extending the territorial limit for fishery 
purposes to six miles. The law at 
present, both in Spain and Portugal, 
was that for fishery purposes the 
Government had power over its 
own subjects for six miles and pro- 
hibited trawling up to that point. 


Mr. Curzon. 
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These were actual precedents in which 
individual Governments had extended 
the territorial limit for fishery purposes, 
and no objection had been urged on the 
part of other Governments. More than 
that, there was a precedent in our own 
legislation in 1889. An Act of that year 
gave the Fishery Board power to close to 
all British fishermen the Moray Firth, a 
large area of water on the North-east of 

Scotland. The action taken under the 
Act was disputed but upheld, and the pre- 
sent Lord Advocate was instrumental in 
upholding it. The right hon. Gentleman 
had said we could not negotiate in a 
matter of this sort with the North Sea 
Powers only. There were, however, pre- 
cedents for fishery arrangements in the 
North Sea. This was pre-eminently a 
question affecting the East Coast of Scot- 
land, and that was the reason why he 
urged the Government to take action 
with the signatory Powers to the North 
Sea Convention. It was perfectly clear 
to anyone who had studied the history 
of recent fishery matters that there had 
been very serious disagreements and 
trouble between British fishermen and 
the fishermen in Iceland and on the 
German coast, and it was almost in- 
evitable that before very long there 
would have to be negotiations for an inter- 
national settlement of various fishery 
questions. The right hon. Gentleman 
also stated that the Netherlands Govern- 
ment had actually made a proposal that 
the North Sea Powers should enter into 
negotiations for an extension of the 
fishery limit. 

Mr. CURZON: They made a proposal 
on their own account. 

*Mr. BUCHANAN said that an oppor- 
tunity was thus afforded the Government 
of entering into negotiations upon this 
very important subject. It was to be 
regretted that the Government had not 
merely done nothing of their own 
initiative, but had negatived the action 
of a foreign Power. He hoped the Gov- 
ernment would not shut their eyes to the 
great urgency of this question, and that 
before another year had elapsed some- 
thing would be done to settle what was 
the cause of a good deal of disquietude 
and dissatisfaction to the fishing popula- 
tion on the east coast of Scotland. 


Original Question put, and agreed to. 
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SUPPLY [2xp AUGUST]. 
Resolutions reported. 


CIVIL SERVICE ESTIMATES, 1897-8. 


Crass IT. 


1. “That a sum, not exceeding £27,373, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending 
on the 31st day of March 1898, for the salaries 
and expenses of the Civil Service Commission.” 

2. “That a sum, not exceeding £121,659, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the s:m 
necessary to defray the charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending 
on the 31st day of March 1898, for the salaries 
and expenses of the Local Government Board.” 

3. “That a sum, not exceeding £27,245, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending 
on the 3lst day of March 1898, for the salaries 
and expenses of the offices of the Chief Secre- 
tary to the Lord Lieutenant in Dublin and 
London, and Subordinate Departments.” 


Crass IIT. 


“That a sum, not exceeding £765,017, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending 
on the 31st day of March 1898, for the expenses 
of the Royal Irish Constabulary.” 


Crass: I. 


5. “ That a supplementary sum, not exceed- 
ing £10,000, be granted to Her Majesty, to 
defray the charge which will come in couse of 
payment during the year ending on the 3lst 
dav of March 1898. for expenditure in respect 
of Art and Science Buildings, Great Britain.” 

6. ‘That a supplementary sum, not exceed- 
ing £3,000, be granted to Her "Majesty, to 
defray the charge which will come in cowmse of 
payment during the year ending on the 3lst 
dav of March 1898, for expenditure in respect 
of Diplomatic and Consular Buildings.” 

7. “That a snpplementary sum, “not exceed- 
ing £80,000, be granted to Her Majestv, to 
defray the charge which will come in couse of 
payment during the year ending on the 31st 
day of March 1898, for expenditure in respect 
of sundry Public Buildings in Great Britain 
not provided for on other Votes.” 


Crass II. 


8. “That a sum, not exceeding £28,900, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the charge which will come 
in course of nayment during the year ending 
on the 31st day of March 1898, for the salaries 
and expenses of the Department of Her 
Majestv’s Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
including a grant in aid of certain expenses 
connected with Emigration.” 
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9. “That a sum, not exceeding £35,200, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending 
on the 31st day of March 1898, for the salaries 
and expenses of the Office of the Commissioners 
of Her Majesty’s Works and Public Buildings.” 

10. “ That a sum, not exceeding £135,000, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending 
on the 3lst day of March 1898, for Her 
Majesty's Foreign and other Secret Services.” 

11. “ That a sum, not exceeding £2,771, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the charge which will come 
in course of pay ment during the year ending 
on the 31st day of March 1898 for the salaries 
and expenses of the Household of the Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland.” 

12. “ Lhat a sum, not exceeding £10,407, be 
granted to Her Majesty. to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending 
on the 3lst day of March 1898, for the salaries 
and expenses of the Department of the 
Registrar General of Births, Etc., and the ex- 
penses of collecting Agricultural and other 
Statistics in Ireland.” 

13. “That a sum, not exceeding £6,649, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending 
on the 3lst day of March 1898, for the salaries 
and expenses of the General Valuation and 
Boundary Survey of Ireland.” 


Crass III. 


14. “That a sum, not exceeding £40,229, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending 
on the 3lst aay of March 1898, for Criminal 
Prosecutions and other Law Charges in 
Treland. 

15. “That a sum, not exceeding £74,758, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending 
on the 31st day of March 1898, for such of the 
salaries and expenses of the Supreme Court of 
Judicature and of certain other Legal Depart- 
ments in Ireland as are not charged on the 
Consolidated Fund.” 

16. “That a sum, not exceeding £68,431, be 
granted to Her Majesty. to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year endiag 
on the dlst day of March 1898, for the salaries 
and expenses of the Office of the Irish Land 
Coimunission.” 

17. “ that a sum, not exceeding £80,869, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the charge which will come 
in course of payment during the vear ending 
on the 31st day of March 1898, for the salaries, 
allowances, expenses, and pensions of various 
County Court Officers, of Divisional Commis- 
sioners, and of Magistrates in Ireland, and 
the expenses of Revision.” 

18. “That a sum, not exceeding £65,491, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
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necessary to defray the charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending 
on the 31st day of March 1898, for the salaries 
and expenses of the Commissioner of Police, 
the Police Courts, and the Metropolitan Police 
Establishment of Dublin.” 

19. “That a sum, not exceeding £69,096, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending 
on the 21st day of March 1898, for the expenses 
of the General Prisons Board in Ireland, and 
of the Prisons under their contro], and of the 
Registration of Habitual Criminals.” 

20. “That a sum, not exceeding £55,087, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the charge which will come 
in course of payment during the vear ending 
on the 31st day of March 1898. for the expenses 
of Reformatory and Industrial Schools in 
Treland.” 

21. “That a sum, not exceeding £3,946, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending 
on the 51st day of March 1898, for the Main- 
tenance of Criminal Lunatics in the Dundrum 
Criminal I.unatic Asylum, Ireland.” 

22. “'That a supplementary sum, not exceed- 
ing £2,500, be granted to Her Majesty, to 
defray the charge which will come in cowse of 
payment during the year ending on the 31st 
day of March 1898, for certain Miscellaneous 
Legal Expenses, including a grant in aid ot 
the expenses of the Incorporated Law Society.” 


Crass IV. 

23. “ That a sum, not exceeding £15,984, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending 
on the 3lst day of March 1898, for sundry 
grants in aid of scientific investigation, etc., 
and other grants.” 

24. “'That a sum, not exceeding £65,059, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending 
on the 3lst day of March 1898, for grants in 
aid of the expenses of certain Universities and 
Colleges in Great Britain, and of the expenses 
under the Welsh Intermediate Education 
Act 1889.” 


*Mr. CARVELL WILLIAMS (Notts, 
Mansfield) wished to call attention to the 
case of King’s College, which was to be 
one of the participants of this Vote. It 
was the only college in the list which was 
of a sectarian character. The money 
was not originally granted by Parliament : 
it was the act of the Treasury, and when 
the five years for which the grant was 
originally voted was about to expire, the 
late Government gave to the College the 
option of abandoning its ecclesiastical 
tests, or of losing the grant. The College 
authorities declined to abolish the tests, 


{COMMONS} 








[2nd August}. 288 


and appealed to their supporters to raise 
an endowment, to take the place of the 
Parliamentary grant. This appeal was 
not adequately responded to, and, there- 
fore, when the present Government came 
into office, the College applied for a 
restoration of the grant. The request 
was complied with, and without any 
stipulation as to religious tests. Not only 
so: it was now to receive an additional 
£500 ayear. That was the result of an ap- 
plication from all the colleges for an in- 
creased Vote ; which was now to be 
£25,000, instead of £15,500, a year. 
Before, however, allocating the increased 
sum, the Government took the very 
proper step of ascertaining how the work 
of the colleges was being done. They 
appointed Mr. Warren, President of Mag- 
dalen College, Oxford, and Professor 
Liveing, of St. John’s College, Cam- 
bridge, to inquire into the quality, 
character, and results of the work done 
at each college. Those gentlemen agreed 
to a Report on the 31st December, which 
was presented to the Treasury and laid 
before the House on the 17th June last. 
They reported in general terms that the 
colleges were doing good work, and 
realising the purpose for which they were 
established. In addition, they reported 
as to each of the 14 colleges in receipt of 
the Parliamentary grant, and in every 
case but one they spoke in terms of high 
commendation of the sufficiency and the 
efficiency of the machinery of the college, 
and of the high quality of the work done. 
The one exception was King’s College. 
Not only did the Report contain very 
little in praise of that institution, but 
almost every feature of the college was 
spoken of in terms so disparaging as to 
suggest that the inquirers must have had 
some difficulty in recommending that the 
college should have any addition made to 
its grant. Here were some of the state- 
ments of the Report :— 


“On the Arts side it cannot be said that at 
present any amount of work of a high standard 
is being done in the college. In Arts proper 
we found practically no Honour work being 
done. Most of the work, both in Arts and 
Science, is of an elementary kind; although 
it is very difficult to form an estimate of the 
results of the work in Arts and Science.” 


Then it was said that the college does 
not properly prepare its students for 
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the examinations of the London Uni- 
versity, or encourage them to present 
themselves. The college held its own 
examinations ; but the questions were 
not of an advanced type. In _ five 
years only twelve students seemed to 
have taken the Associateship in the 
Faculty of Arts—that was less than three 
a year. It was further stated that— 


“in Arts the quality of the students does not 
appear to be generally as high as it was 
formerly.” 


It appeared also that the professors were 
poorly paid, and that new financial 
arrangements were proposed which would 
have the effect of still further reducing 
their stipends. In addition, the college 
buildings were spoken of as being inade- 
quate ; while the library was described as 
being “by no means up to date,” and 
the sum expended on it was insufficient. 
The only unqualified praise to be found 
in the Report related to the Theological 
Faculty, which was stated 


“to be strong and doing good work of a 
valuable kind for a number of deserving 
students. In theology, the professional and 
teaching staff appears to be thoroughly 
adequate.” 


The general impression produced by the 
Report was that, except as an institution 
for theological teaching and ecclesiastical 
training, King’s College was a practical 
failure, compared with the other colleges 
which shared in the Parliamentary grant. 
How far that resulted from the fact that 
it was a sectarian institution, and ex- 
cluded from its professorial staff every 
one not a member of the Church of 
England he did not know; but this was 
the institution the Government had gone 
out of its way to specially favour, by plac- 
ing it in the list of colleges for Parliamen- 
tary aid, after it had been most properly 
removed from participation in the grant. 
On a former occasion he had said nothing 
in disparagement of King’s College ; but 
this Report justified the objection to any 
increase of its grant. He had a further 
reason for calling attention to the sub- 
ject, in the fact that a Bill for the crea- 
tion of a new University for London had 
been introduced, which gave to Ning’s 
College a very important position. Three 
of the proposed University Commis- 
sioners were, he believed, intimately con- 
nected with the college, which was also 
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to appoint two members of the Senate. 
As one who had taken an active part in 
securing the passing of the Act which 
abolished all ecclesiastical tests at the 
national universities, he protested against 
such retrogression as was involved in 
both the additional grant to a sectarian 
institution like King’s College, and in 
the proposal to give to it a leading posi- 
tion in a new university for London. 


Resolution agreed to. 


25. “That a sum, not exceeding £2,450, 
be granted to Her Majesty, to complete the 
sum necessary to defray tne charge which will 
come in course of payment during the year 
ending on the 3lst day of March 1898, for a 
Grant in aid of the Expenses of the Queen’s 
Colleges in Ireland.” 

26. “That a Supplementary sum, not ex- 
ceeding £2,300, be granted to Her Majesty, to 
defray the charge which will come in course of 
payment during the year ending on the 3lst 
day of March 1898, for the Salaries and 
Expenses of the National Gallery.” 

27. “That a Supplementary sum, not ex- 
ceeding £18,000, be granted to Her Majesty, 
to defray the charge which will come in course 
of payment during the year ending on the 31st 
day of March 1898, for the Expenses of the 
Commissioners of National Education in Ire- 
land, including a Grant in Aid of the Teachers 
Pension Fund, Ielrand.”’ 


Cuass V. 

28. “That a sum, not exceeding £1,000, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray the charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending 
on the 31st day of March 1898, for a Grant in 
Aid of the Revenue of the Island of Cyprus.” 


Cuass VI. 

29. “That a sum, not exceeding £18,113, 
be granted to Her Majesty, to complete the 
sum necessary to defray the charge which will 
come in course of payment during the year 
ending on the 3lst day of March 1898, for a 
Grant in Aid of the Local Cost of Maintenance 
of Pauper Lunatics in Ireland.” 

30. “ That a sum, not exceeding £8,640, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to complete the sum 
necessary to defray une charge which will come 
in course of payment during the year ending 
on the 3lst day of March 1898, for Hospitals 
and Infirmaries, and certain Miscellaneous, 
Charitable, and other Allowances in Ireland, 
including sundry Grants in Aid.” 


Crass VII. 

31. “That a sum, not exceeding £2,048, be 
granted to Her Majesty, to defray the charge 
which will come in course of payment during 
the year ending on the 31st day of March 1898, 
for the repayment to the Civil Contingencies 
Fund of certain Miscellaneous Advances.” 

352 “That a sum, not exceeding £80,000, 
be granted to Her Majesty, to defray the 
charge which will come in course of payment 
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during the year ending on the 31st day of 
March 1898, for a Grant in Aid of the Expenses 
connected with the Celebration of the Sixtieth 
Anniversary of Her Majesty’s Accession.” 


ARMY (SUPPLEMENTARY), 1897-8. 


33. “That a Supplementary sum, not ex- 
ceeding £200,000, be granted to Her Majesty, 


to defray the charge which will come in course | 


of payment during the year ending on the 31st 
day of March 1898, for Additional Expendi- 
ture in respect of the Garrison in South Africa 


on the following Army Services—namely :— 
£ 
Vote 1. Pay, etc., of the Army 
(General Staff, Regiments, Re- 
serve, and Departments) 10,000 
Vote 6. Transport and Remounts 105,000 
vote 7. Provisions, Forage, and 
other Supplies in. 6 wae 
Vote 8. Clothing Establishments 
and Services Lr ae 3,000 
Vote 9. Warlike and other Stores 6,000 
Vote 10, Works, ete. . 2,000 
Total . . £200,000 


Resolutions agreed to. 


WAYS AND MEANS [2np AUGUST]. 
Resolution reported : 


“That, towards making good the Supply 
granted to Her Majesty for the service of the 
vear ending on the 31st day of March 1898, 
the sum of £51,759,260 be granted out of the 
Consolidated Fund of the United Kingdom.” 


Resolution agreed to:—Bill ordered 
to be brought in by Mr. James William 
Lowther, the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer, and Mr. Hanbury. 


CONSOLIDATED FUND (APPROPRIATION) BILL. 

To apply a sum out of the Consolidated Fund 
to the service of the year ending on the 31st day 
of March 1898, and to appropriate the Supplies 
granted in this Session of Parliament ; presented 
accordingly, and Read the First time; to be 
Read a Second time To-morrow. 


WORKMEN (COMPENSATION FOR 
ACCIDENTS) BILL. 

*Mr. SPEAKER communicated to the 
House a message from the Lords to the 
effect that they had agreed to the Com- 
mons’ Amendments to the Lords’ Amend- 
ments with soe Amendments to which 
they desired the concurrence of the House, 
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(Re-committed) Bill. 


and that they did not insist upon cer- 
tain of their Amendments to which the 
Commons did not agree. 


Lords’ Amendments to Commons’ 
Amendments to Lords’ Amendments con- 
sidered, and agree | to. 


FOREIGN 
Lords’ 
agreed to. 


PRISON-MADE GOODS BIL. 
Amendment considered, and 


EAST INDLA REVENUE ACCOUNTS. 
Committee thereupon deferred till To- 
morrow. 


CONSTABULARY (IRELAND) BILL [x.1.]. 
Considered in Committee. 


= 
ay 


Clause 


AMENDMENT OF 28 Anp 29 vict. c. 70. 8s. 8. 

So much of Section eight of the Constabulary 
(Ireland) Amendment Act 1865, as limits to one 
hundred and fifty the number of men to be 
fixed for the discharge of the duties of a night 
watch in Belfast is hereby repealed, provided 
that no increased charge upon any local rate 
shall be created by this Act. 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR moved the 
omission of the words “ provided that no 
increased charge upon any local rate 
shall be created by this Act.” 


Amendment agreed to. Bill reported ; 
as amended, to be considered To-morrow. 


LAND TRANSFER (RE-COMMITTED) 
BILL [11.1.]. 


Considered in Committee. 


[Mr. Artaur O’Connor in the Chair}. 
92. 


“2, 
RULES AND FEE ORDERS. 


(1.) General rules under Section one hundred 
and eleven of the principal Act sLall be made by 
the Lord Chancellor with the advice and assist- 
ance of the Registrar, a Judge of tle Chancery 
Division of the High Court to be chosen by the 
Judges of that Division, and three other 


Clause 


persons, one to be chosen by the General 
Council of the Bar, one by the Board of Agri- 
culture, and one by the Council of the Incor- 
porated Law Society. 
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(2.) Orders under Section one hundred and 
twelve and one hundred and twenty-two of the 
principal Act shall be made by the Lord Chan- 
cellor with the advice and assistance of the 
same persons, and with the concurrence of the 
Treasury. 

(3.) The fee orders relating and incidental 
to registration of title shall be arranged from 
time to time so as to produce an annual amount 
sufficient to discharge the salaries and other 
expenses (including the annual contribution to 
the insurance fund) incidental to the working 
of the principal Act, and this Act, and no more. 

(4.) Subject to any alterations that may be 
made in accordance with Sections one hundred 
and twelve and one hundred and twenty-two of 
the principal Act and this section, the fees to 
be charged in districts where registration of 
title is compulsory shall, as regards the matters 
mentioned in the Second Schedule hereto, be 
as therein set forth. 

(5.) Provision may be made by general rules 
under Section one hundred and eleven of the 
principal Act, as amended by this Act, for 
carrying this Act into effect, and in particular 
for the following purposes :— 

(a) For carrying out the provisions of this 
Act with respect to compulsory regis- 
tration ; 

(b) For adapting to the registration of pro- 
prietors of leasehold land the provisions 
of the principal Act, as to absolute and 
possessory titles, and as to land certifi- 
cates ; 

(c) For adapting to sub-mortgages and tu 
incumbrances prior to registration the 
provisions of the principal Act with 
regard to charges; 

(d) For the conduct of official searches 
against cautions, inhibitions, and such 
matters of a like nature as may be pre- 
scribed, and for enabling the registered 
proprietor to apply for such searches by 
telegraph, and for returning the replies 
in like manner to him or to such other 
persons as he may direct ; 

(e) For enabling cautions to be entered 
against the registration of possessory 
and qualified titles as qualified or abso- 
lute ; 

(f) For enabling a mortgagee by deposit 
to give notice to the Registrar by regis- 
tered letter or otherwise of the deposit 
with him of the land certificate, office 
copy of the registered lease, or certificate 
of charge. Provided that the fee for the 
entry of any such notice shall not exceed 
one shilling ; 

(g) For applying to the grant of leases and 
dealings with leasehold land, the pro- 
visions of this Act with respect to com- 
pulsory registration ; 

(A) For allowing the insertion, inserting 
in the register, and in land certificates, 
of the price paid or value declared on 
first registrations, transfers, and trans- 
missions of land; and 

(i) For regulating any such matters as are 
authorised by this Act to be prescribed. 

(6.) Provided that nothing in the rules under 
the said section shall extend to allow the in- 
spection of any entry in the register, except by 
or under the authority of some person interested 
in the land or charge to which the entry refers. 
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(7.) Provision may be made by general 
orders under Section one hundred and eighteen 
of the principal Act, for modifying the pro- 
visions of that Act with respect to the forma- 
tion and constitution of district registries, and 
for providing the mode in which district regis- 
trars are to be remunerated, but nothing in 
any such order shall affect the provisions as to 
qualification contained in Section one hundred 
and nineteen of the principal Act. 


Tuz ATTORNEY GENERAL (Sir 
Ricuarp WessteER, Isle of Wight) moved 
a new clause to follow Clause 22, making 
provision for the Yorkshire registries of 
deeds. 

Mr. STUART-WORTLEY said they 
were promised a statement with re- 
gard to this Bill by the First 
Lord of the Treasury. It was not 
a question of whether a new clause 
should be added so much as a question 
of whether the Bill should go on at all. 
In order to give the Leader of the House 
an opportunity of making a statement 
as to the future of the Bill, he moved 
to report Progress. 

Toe FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
SURY remarked that what he said 
yesterday was really only a repetition of 
what he had stated on previous occasions 
in connection with this Bill. What he 
then said was that the period of the 
Session was one at which it would be im- 
possible to press hon. Gentlemen to make 
great exertions in order that the Bill 
might pass, but it appeared to him that 
they had now before them a period of 
time which might well enable them to 
deal with the Measure, which had been 
thoroughly threshed out in the Grand 
Committee. He hoped the House would 
see fit so todo. [‘ Hear, hear! ”] 

Mr. J.G. BUTCHER (York) said the 
fact was that this Bill had never really 
been considered very seriously at all, 
either in the House or in the country. 
He knew that a large number of people 
in the House were very much interested 
in the Bill, and they were extremely 
anxious, as every one else in the House 
was, that a Measure should be carried, if 
possible, which would have the effect of 
facilitating and cheapening the transfer 
of land. But there was a widespread 
feeling that this Bill, as framed, would 
not effect that object, and it was with a 
desire to reconsider the question that he 
asked the Government for some more 
time. The object of the Bill was to in- 
troduce a totally new system. 
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THe CHAIRMAN (Mr. 
O’Connor) reminded the hon. Member 
that he would not be able to go into the 
merits of the Bill on the question that 
he should report Progress. 

Mr. BUTCHER said 
the Government, having 
enormous magnitude of the 
involved in the Bill and _ to 
fact that so many Members who were 
interested in the subject were not present 
at this period of the Session, to give the 
House and the country another opportu- 


regard to the 


{COMMONS} 
ARTHUR | great pity if they were to lose an oppor- 


he would ask | 


interests | 
the | 
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| tunity, which did not recur very often, 
of making substantial progress with the 
| Measure. 

| 


Motion by leave withdrawn. 
Clause read a Second time. 


Toe ATTORNEY GENERAL moved 
to amend the clause by inserting after 
“ Acts,” the words “and subject to the 
| provisions of Section 20 of this Act.” 


nity of considering a Bill which was so) 


far-reaching in its tendencies, and which, | 


if it were a failure, would be one of the 


Amendment agreed to; clause, as 
amended, added to the Bill. 


most deplorable failures that that House | 


had had to record. 

THe FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
SURY pointed out that the prin- 
ciple of the Bill was _ universally 
agreed upon, and the only questions in 


| On the Order that the Bill,as amended, 
be considered, 


On the return of Mr. SpreAKeER, after 
the usual interval, 


controversy were the details of the Bill. | 


Those details were thoroughly threshed | 


out befcre the Grand Committee, and it 
was the work of that Grand Committee, 
and not merely the work of another 
place, which they had now got to deal 
with. The Bill had come on somewhat 
unexpectedly, but he assumed that the 
Chairman would not very long remain in 
the Chair, and that there then might be 
an opportunity for some of the gentlemen 
who were interested in the subject but 
were not present now, to come back 
and give their views on the question. 
Mr. HALDANE (Haddington) said 
he should like to add to what the First 
Lord had said, that this Bill had really 
been considered a very great deal more 
than his hon. and learned Friend the 
Member for York seemed tothink. The 
old Bill was very carefully sifted out 
before a Committee in 1895. At that 
time the Incorporated Law Society 
suggested certain Amendments, and in 
the redrafted Bill the whole of these 
Amendments were embodied. The Incor- 
porated Law Society was entirely satisfied 
with this Bill and had passed a resolution 
in its favour. The main body of con- 
veyancers were also satisfied. The Bill 
had been minutely sifted in Grand Com- 
mittee, and those of them who had spent 
a great deal of time and trouble in trying 
to make the Bill uncontroversial and 
assist the Government were satisfied that 
this was a Bill which would work 
cheaply and well, and it would be a 


Mr. BUTCHER moved “That this Bill 
be considered on this day three months.” 
| He said that his desire was to support any 

scheme which would cheapen and facili- 
| tate the tranfser of land; but he moved 
the rejection of the Bill because he had 
serious doubts as to whether the Bill 
| would effect those objects. The first 
‘object of the Bill was to amend the 
|method of registration of title to land 
'which was introduced by the late Lord 
|Cairns in 1875. That Act was not a 
‘success, and as far as this Bill sought to 
amend its provisions, he cordially sup- 
‘ported it. But one portion of the Bill 
he could not support—that which made 
it compulsory upon the landowners o 
the country to register the titles whether 
| they liked it or not. If the Government 
would give an assurance that that portion 
of the Bill would not be proceeded with, 
he would withdraw his opposition. If 
it were true that the principle of the 
| Bill, as far as facilitating registration, 
was accepted, it was not true that the 
principle of compulsory registration 
| was accepted. He was unconvinced that 
there was anything to justify Parliament 
in embarking on such a far-reaching 
experiment in connection with the 
methods of dealing with land. Compul- 
sion could not be justified unless it were 
reasonably certain that it would lessen 
the cost. That was the vital matter in 
land transfer. There was a popular idea 


that the transfer of land could be made 
\ 
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as easy as the transfer of stocks and 
shares, but that view was not held by 
those who had come in contact with the 
facts of the case: No doubt, in many 
cases, the cost of transferring land was 
too great, and he did not say that no 
scheme could be devised which would 
lessen that cost ; but if this Bill were 
carried, for some considerable time, at 
any rate, the cost would be very seriously 
increased. This was not a question 
which could be decided by abstract 
argument or statistics. The only way 
of coming to a decision on such a difficult 
and complex matter was through the 
evidence given before a Select Committee 
of the House. In 1879, when it was 
found that the working of the Act of 
1875 was not a success, the Committee 
was appointed and took a great deal of 
evidence, including that of Lord Cairns, 
perhaps the greatest authority of the 
century on the question. Lord Cairns 
said that, in his opinion, compulsion was 
both impracticable and improper in a 
matter of this kind ; and the Committee 
reported to that effect. Matters have 
changed since 1879, no doubt, but 
they had changed in the direction of 
simplifying and cheapening the transfer 


of land. What grounds were there 
for going behind the decision of 
that Committee? In 1895 another 


Committee was appointed, and before it 
evidence was given to show that compul- 
sion was still undesirable. But the late 
Government suddenly went out of office, 
and one of the results was that the Com- 
mittee never reported. The Act of Lord 
Cairns was not the first Registration 
Act. In 1862, Lord Westbury carried 
a Measure providing for a system of non- 
compulsory registration. During 20 years 
of the working of that Act, 488 owners 
of cottages registered the title; and 131 
had taken the properties off the register 
again. He did not believe that the only 
obstacle to success lay in the hostility of 
the solicitors. If a really good Act, 
which would cheapen and facilitate the 
transfer of land, were devised, the opposi- 
tion of the solicitors, if it existed, would 
be powerless to prevent the adoption and 
success of the Act. Landowners would in- 
sist upon the Act being carried into effect. 
There was no reason to believe that the 
system of registration proposed in this 
Bill was any better than its predecessors, 
and yet the Government were asking the 
VOL. LIL. [Fourru szrtzs. ] 
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House to make it compulsory upon the 
landowners of the country. [The Ar- 
TORNEY GENERAL: ‘‘ Nothing of the 
kind!’] If the scheme of the Govern- 
ment was to be experimental he trusted 
that Yorkshire would not be made the 
subject of the experiment. He urged 
the Government not to adopt this policy 
of compulsory registration of title with- 
out further inquiry. This legislation, 
if, as he predicted, it should be a failure, 
would inflict enormous inconvenience 
upon landowners in the county where 
the experiment was tried. For rash and 
hasty legislation of this kind a bitter 
penalty would sooner or later have to be 
paid. He concluded by moving his 
Amendment. 

Mr. BRYN ROBERTS (Carnarvon- 
shire, Eifion) asked Mr. Speaker whether 
the Report stage of a Bill could be taken 
immediately after the Committee stage 
without the general consent of the House? 
He pointed out that at least 10 Members 
|had given notice of Amendments on 
Report, and that only one of those 
Members was present. 

*Mr. SPEAKER said that the Com- 
mittee stage had been passed some time, 
and the Bill had been re-committed 
‘that evening only to consider a new 
| clause, which was of such a nature that 
it could not be introduced on Report. 
The Motion that the Bill be considered 
as amended had been put without objec- 
tion. 

Mr.STUART-WORTLEY contended 
that the Order of the Day relating to 
this Bill was so worded as to amount 


(Re-committed) Bil. 








practically to a notice to all parties con- 
cerned that the House would only be 
asked to deal that evening with the new 


clause. 

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL main- 
tained that it was a common practice to 
recommit a Bill in respect of one clause 
and then to take the Report stage. 

Mr. BRYN ROBERTS asked whether 
the Report stage could be taken if ob- 
jection was made to the motion? 

*Mr. SPEAKER thought it could, in 
the circumstances to which he had re- 
ferred. 

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL said 
that he recognised in the speech of his 
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hon. and learned Friend the Member for [# not an admission by the Government 
York the viewsof certain solicitors—[ cries | | that the benefits of registration were not 


of “ No”|—who desired to oppose this | 
Bill. He was informed, however, that 





sufficient to induce purchasers of land to 
avail themselves of it ‘voluntarily and, 


in Yorkshire generally there was a desire | therefore, a deterrent of registering? 


that the Bill should pass. It was pro- 
vided that if any County Council passed | 
a resolution declaring that registration 
would not facilitate or cheapen the trans- | 
fer of land in their county the Bill 
should not come into operation there. 


Mr. BUTCHER said that that pro-, 


vision would be ineffective. 

TuE ATTORNEY GENERALdiffered 
from the hon and learned Member. In 
conclusion, he stated that Yorkshire | 
would not’ be the county selected. The) 
Lord Chancellor proposed that the’ 
administrative County of Middlesex | 
should be selected in the first instance. 

*Mr. HENRY KIMBER 
worth) wished to know why registration 
was to be compulsory. If it was to 


benefit people there was no need for| 


compulsion? The real reason why the 
Measure was made compulsory was be- 
cause a certain department constituted 
in 1875 for the registration of titles had 
proved to be an utter financial failure. 
[The ATroRNEY GENERAL: “It is paying 
its way!”] The people for whose benefit 
this legislation was said to be introduced 
did not appreciate it. Your argument 
was that the compulsory clause was 
necessary because the solicitors of the 
country disapproved registration. That 
was a very mean and unworthy sugges- 
tion for a Conservative Government to 
make against what was perhaps the most 
Conservative body of men in the whole 
country, and he repudiated it with scorn. 
As a matter of fact, the compulsory 
clause would at first be as big a bonus 
as could ever be given to solicitors by 
Act of Parliament. It meant an 
immense extension of the employment of 


solicitors. The experience of the two 
registering counties, Middlesex and 
Yorkshire, was that registration had | 


largely increased the expense of convey- 
ancing, and that system it was proposed 
by the Bill to make compulsory. He 


admitted that the Bill would make some proved, nothing would induce people to 


very important and valuable improve- 
ments upon the registration under the 
Act of 1875, and would greatly facilitate | 
and cheapen subsequent transfers of 
property. But if it would, why have | 
Was 


this compulsory clause in addition ? 
Attorney General. 


| 


(Wands- | 


| get the Bill through, they 


Mr. BYRN ROBERTS supported 
the appeals which had been made to the 
'Government to drop the compulsory 
| clause. He did not contend that 
solicitors were above the weakness of 
mankind, cach to do the best for himself, 
but he was satisfied that even if the 
|solicitors believed it would serve their 
interests to have the new system intro- 
| duced, they would be unable to carry out 
their views, for that could only happen 
\if every solicitor acted in the same way, 
and if every solicitor had an overwhelm- 
ing influence on his client. He was, 
| however, perfectly certain that nine out 
of every ten solicitors would advise their 
client in the interest of their client alone. 
In fact every solicitor of any experience 
placed the interests of his clients over his 
own interests, because he knew that, 
in his profession, honesty was the best 
policy, and that the solicitor who 
advised his client solely in his 
client’s interest was the most successful. 
Anybody who had had experience of the 
working of the previous Bill, felt that 
the old system was better than any Land 
Transfer Bill that had been passed. It 
had been found in practice, more 
especially in the case of small convey- 
ances, that the cost of registration was 
too heavy, and when it was borne in 
mind that 25 per cent. of the convey- 
ances of land in this country were 
small conveyances, it was obvious that a 
compulsory system of registration would 
increase the cost of working men’s 
houses to an intolerable extent. He was 
in favour of letting both systems be tried 
together, when the rule of the survival 
of the fittest would obtain. [‘Hear, hear!” 
If the new system proved itself to be the 
fittest, he was sure that all solicitors in 
England and Wales would adopt it. On 
the other hand, if the contrary was 


register. For these reasons he hoped the 
compulsory clauses would be dropped. 
He was sure that if at this late period 
of the Session the Government wished to 
would do so 














301 


more readily if they dropped part 3. 
The other parts of the Bill were most 
valuable, particularly part 1, and he 
thought it would be a mistake that for 
the sake of retaining part 3, these 
provisions should be lost. [‘Hear, hear!”] 
*Mr. ALFRED HOPKINSON (Wilt- 
shire, Cricklade) said that the present 
system was a bad one in three respects, 
in expense, in delay and in insecurity. 
He thought the House ought to see in 
this Bill a well-meant attempt to grapple 
with these evils and he hoped the Govern- 
ment were determined to deal with this 
question of land transfer and put it on 
a satisfactory basis. Registration of 
title was the only satisfactory way 
that had yet been proposed of getting 
rid of the three evils he had men- 
tioned, and in that respect the Bill 
was certainly on the right line. What- 
ever the result of this Measure might be, 
he hoped they would not be put off work- 
ing for a system of registration of title, 
It was a different question whether this 
ought to be proceeded with that night, 
and if so, whether the compulsory clauses 
ought to be included. The idea of limit- 
ing the application of the Bill to Middle- 
sex in the first instance, made a very 
great difference, for in Middlesex there 
was a staff of capable officials accus- 
tomed to the system, which did not exist 
in other parts of the country. He would 
have preferred to see a system of regis- 
tration of title introduced, not by 
means of compulsory clauses, but 
by offering some strong inducement to 
register. But, although preferable, that 
was not the scheme of the Bill before the 
House. He for one thought it would be 
worth while to try the scheme of the Bill 
in a limited area, and if it was found to 
work well, it might be extended over a 
wider area afterwards. 

Mr. STUART-WORTLEY said he 
wished to give all possible credit to the 
Government for the great pains they had 
taken in preparing this Bill. He thought 
it would be better if the House really 
got to business and ascertained whether 
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the compulsory clauses were to be gone 
on with or not. The Government had 
gone a good way in promising the 
Yorkshire Members that Yorkshire 
should not be the first county to be 
subjected to the experiment. They had 
gone further and had named the county 
where the experiment would be tried. 
The County Council was no doubt a very 
respectable body, but it did not repre- 
sent the landowners. Could not the 
Government go so far as to say that the 
Order in Council under Clause 20 should 
not be made until there had been some 
public notice given or some attempt had 
been made to feel the pulse of those 
concerned, or would the Government go 
so far as to say that they would reverse 
the process under Clause 20 and say that 
the Order in Council should not be made 
unless the County Council moved in the 
matter? He wished to know whether 
the Government would assent to an 
Amendment which should require that 
the consent not only of the County 
Council should be required, but of some 
body representing the skilled opinion of 
lawyers throughout the country. 

*Mr. SYDNEY GEDGE (Walsall) 
said that the subject was one in which 
he took a great interest, and he objected 
to the Bill very strongly. He thought 
it was exceedingly hard that such an 
important Bill should come on for dis- 
cussion at that late period of the Session. 
About six-sevenths of the Members of 
the House had never had an opportunity 
of considering the Bill in detail. He 
complained that the promises which had 
been made on the occasion of the Second 
Reading were not fulfilled in the Amend- 
ments which were now brought forward. 
He noticed that the Attorney General 
went very gingerly over the question of 
compulsion, but he had made several 
promises on that occasion. They found 
on looking at the Amendments that a 
clause was proposed which would 
compel the purchaser of land to see 
that the Succession Duty was paid before 
he could get a good title. On that point 
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he thought the promise which was made! by the county council should lie on the 


had not been fulfilled. 
told that there would be a saving of at 
least four-fifths of the present cost. 
There was a very general idea that the 
cost of transfer of land was very high, 
but the law had been altered very 
much since the Bill of 1875 was 
brought in. Under the present system 


Then they were 


titles had been very much simplified. | 


He argued that it was not the case 
that the legal profession were in favour 
of the Bill; did they oppose 
it in their own interests. He objected 
to the County of London being the first 
place on which this experimental Bill 
was to be tried. 


nor, 


Unless the compulsory 
clauses of the Bill were dropped he 
should oppose it to the utmost. 


Tue FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- | 


SURY said he had listened with interest 
and attention to the Debate, and he 
gathered that the whole of the objection 
to the Bill arose from the compulsory 
Clause 20, Sub-section 8. 
possible to 


It was im- 
drop that clause, but a 
modification might be possible which 
would conciliate opinion the 
opponents of the Bill. 
vided a period of three years’ grace, as it 


among 


come into operation unless the county 
council of the county so desired. 


Table of each House for the usual period 


| of thirty or forty days, and only become 
| law if 


a Resolution was not passed 
against its operation. He hoped that 
Clause 20, safeguarded in the way he had 
suggested, would receive the approbation 
of even the most cautious experimenter. 
*Mr. AUGUSTUS HELDER (White- 
haven) said he had had great experience 
in conveyancing, and believed it was far 
better to leave it to persons to carry out 
their conveyance as they might be 
advised. So strongly did he feel that to 
be the case, that he opposed the compul- 
sory clause altogether. Originally it was 
proposed to deal with the clauses as to 
compulsory registration separately. He 
believed the Bill would be a good Bill 
without these clauses; and if at any 
time hereafter it should be found that 
landowners and others interested were 


| anxious toregister their titles it might then 
| be desirable that clauses should be passed 


| providing for such registration. 


He had 


_been bombarded with telegrams support- 


The clause pro- 


The | 


| Law Society ; Scarborough Law Society ; 


Government, if it would conciliate ob- | 


jectors to the Bill, would be prepared, if 


Law Society ; 


they would take this as a compromise | 


which would enable the Government to 
get the Bill without undue discussion, to | 
make the three years perpetual—in other | 
words, to introduce an Amendment to} 
Sub-section 8 by which it would be im-| 


ing him in the views he had taken with 
reference to this matter. They 
from, the Leeds 


came 


among others, and 


| Yorkshire Law Societies ; the Stockport 
were, during which the Bill would not 


Law Society ; St. Helen’s Law Society ; 
Sunderland Law Society ; Westmoreland 


Nottingham Law 


Society ; Leicester 
Bolton Law Society ; 
Shropshire Law Society; Norfolk and 
Norwich Law Society ; Blackpool, Fleet- 
_ wood, and Fylde lee Society ; Oldham 
|Law Society ; and Chester and North 
| Wales Law Society. He repeated that if 


due consideration was given to this 


possible to force on any county council | matter, it would be a that it would 


against the wish of that county the| 
provisions of the Bill. 


be far better not to embody the compul- 


If that were | sory clauses in the Bill, but to take time, 


accepted it would rest for all time with and perhaps next year or at some other 
the county council to take the initiative| time, after the matter had been properly 
in applying the provisions of the Bill! considered, to bring up proposals on the 


within the area of its jurisdiction, and, in | 


| 


subject. With regard to the proposal 


addition to that safeguard, the Govern-| to experiment on the County of London, 
ment would be prepared to say that any | he fancied that when it was known that 
Resolution that was initiated and passed | the conveyances for every small house 

Mr. Sydney Gedge. 











305 Land Transfer 


in every small street had to be regis- 
tered, there would be a perfect uproar 
on the subject, and it would lead to great 
expense, trouble and delay. 

*Mr. KIMBER asked leave to say that, 
so far as he was concerned, he was 
willing to accept the compromise offered 
by the Government, and if this very im- 
portant experiment was tried, he was 
willing that it should be made on the 
County of London. He suggested to the 
hon. Member for York that he should 
withdraw his Motion and accept the 
offer of the First Lord of the Treasury. 
He believed the country ought to have 
the opportunity of seeing the two systems 
tried side by side. 

Sm HENRY FOWLER (Wolverhamp- 
ton, E.) thought that the First Lord 
of the Treasury had made a_ very 
fair and conciliatory proposal to the 
House. It would introduce an element 
of statesmanship into the Bill which 
perhaps had hitherto been regarded 
purely from a lawyer point of view. The 
First Lord’s proposal would take the 
matter out of the hands of the lawyers 
to a certain extent, and bring the general 
mind of the country to bear upon it. 
The proposal, as he understood it was 
that in the first instance, the Bill was 
not to be imposed upon any county if a 
majority of the county council, at a 
meeting at which two-thirds of the 
members voted, objected to it. The 
first experiment was to be tried on the 
initiative of the Lord Chancellor under 
an Order in Council. That would not 
come into force for a fixed period, and 
then only if the county council, by a 
majority at a meeting at which two-thirds 
of the members voted, were in favour of it. 
He wished that Yorkshire had been kept 
out of the question, and when the proper 
time came he should certainly object to 
the new clause which, in his unfortunate 
absence, had been introduced to-night. 
He objected to Yorkshire, Middlesex, or 
any other county being compensated out 
of the taxes paid by the whole body of 
taxpayers for any imaginary loss they 
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might sustain by the carrying out of this 
reform. They would establish a most 
dangerous precedent if, when a reform 
was proposed any local body were in a 
position to say, “ By the introduction of 
the reform we may lose some part of our 
revenue, and therefore we must be com- 
pensated out of the Consolidated Fund.” 
He had the honour to represent on this 
occasion, at their request, the Council of 
the Incorporated Law Society. Their 
desire was that this Bill should have a 
fair trial, and the proposition of the First 
Lord of the Treasury fully provided for 
that. From a House of Commons and 
Treasury point of view, and not as a re- 
presentative of the Incorporated Law 
Society, however, he certainly must object 
to the wording of the new clause which 
had been introduced upon re-committal. 

Mr. BUTCHER, after the very con- 
ciliatory speech of the First Lord of the 
Treasury, and in face of the substantial 
concession the right hon. Gentleman had 
made to meet the difficulty which had 
been pointed out, asked leave to with- 
draw the Amendment. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 
Bill, as amended, considered. 


Tut ATTORNEY GENERAL moved 
to leave out Clause 13, and to insert the 
following Clause :— 


AS TO SUCCESSION AND ESTATE DUTY. 


(1.) On every application to register land 
with an absolute title, or to register a trans- 
mission of land, the registrar shall inquire 
as to Succession Duty and Estate Duty. 

(2.) If it appears that there is, or is capable 
of arising, any such liability to Succession Duty 
or Estate Duty as would affect the purchaser 
from the person to be registered as proprietor 
if the land were unregistered, the registrar 
shall enter notice of the liability on the register 
in the prescribed manner. 

(3.) Succession Duty and Estate Duty shall 
not— 

(a) unless so noted on the register; or 


(b) unless in the case of a possessory title 
the liability to the duty was, at the date 
of the registration of the land, subsist- 
ing or capable of arising; or 


N 
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(c) unless in the case of a qualified title 
the liability to the duty was included 
in the exceptions made on the registra- 
tion of the land; 


affect a bond fide registered purchaser for full 
consideration in money or money’s worth, 
although he may have received extraneous 
notice of the liability in respect thereof. 


Ile had brought the clause up to meet 
the point raised by the hon. Member for 
Norfolk — namely, that persons who 
bought registered titles should not be 
liable to pay Succession and Estate Duty 
of which they had no notice, unless it was 
on the register, the duty being imposed 
on the Registrar to put the liability on 
the face of the register. 

Mr. COZENS HARDY (Norfolk, N.) 
thought this clause, moved in substitution 
of that he moved in Grand Committee, 
attained the desired end. 


Clause read a Second time, and added 
to the Bill. 


Clause 1,— 


DEVOLUTION OF LEGAL INTEREST IN REAL 
ESTATE ON DEATH. 


(1.) Where real estate is vested in any ner- 
son without right of survivorship to any other 
person, it shall, on his death, notwithstanding 
any testamentary disposition, devolve to and 
become vested in his personal representatives 
or representative from time to time as if it were 
a chattel real vesting in them or him. 

(2.) This section shall apply to any real 
estate over which a person executes by will a 
general power of appointment, as if it were 
real estate vested in him. 

(3.) Probate and letters of administration 
may be granted in respect of real estate only, 
although there is no personal estate. 


(4.) The expression “real estate,” in this 
part of this Act, shall not be deemed to in- 
clude land of copyhold tenure or customary 
freehold in any case in which an admission or 
any act by the lord of the manor is necessary 
to perfect the title of a purchaser from the 
customary tenant. 


(5.) This secticn applies only in cases of 
death after the commencement of this Act. 


Amendments made: In Subsection (1) 
beat . cook 

after “without” insert “a”; leave out 

“of survivorship to” and insert “in”; 


I 
after “person” insert “to take by sur- 


vivorship.”—(Mr. Radcliffe Cooke.) 
Attorney General. 


{COMMONS} 
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Clause 2,— 


PROVISIONS AS TO ADMINISTRATION. 


(1.) Subject to the powers, rights, duties, 
and liabilities hereinafter mentioned, the 
personal representatives of a deceased person 
shall hold the real estate as trustees for the 
persons by law beneficially entitled thereto, 
and those persons shall have the same power 
of requiring a transfer of real estate as they 
have of requiring a transfer of personal estate. 

(2.) All enactments and rules of law relating 
to the effect of probate or letters of administra- 
tion as respects chattels real, and as respects 
the dealing with chattels real before probate 
or administration, and as respects the payment 
of costs of administration and other matters in 
relation to the administration of personal 
estate, and the powers, rights, duties, and 
liabilities of personal representatives im respect 
of personal estate, shall apply to real estate 
so far as the same are applicable, as if that 
real estate were a chattel real vesting in them 
or him, save that it shall not be lawful for 
yome or one only of several joint personal repre- 
sentatives, without the authority of the court, 
to sell or transfer real estate. 


(3.) In the administration of the assets of 
a person dying after the commencement of this 
Act, his real estate shall be administered in 
the same manner, subject to the same liabili- 
ties for debt, costs, and expenses, and with 
the same incidents, as if it were personal 
estate ; provided that nothing herein contained 
shall alter or affect the order in which real and 
personal assets respectively are now applicable 
in or towards the payment of funeral and 
testamentary expenses, debts, or legacies, or 
the liability of real estate to be charged with 
the payment of legacies. 

(4.) Where a deceased person leaves real 
estate, the court shall, in granting letters of 
administration, have regard to the rights and 
interests of persons interested in his real 
estate, and his heir-at-law, if not one of the 
next-of-kin, shall be equally entitled to the 
grant with the next of kin, and provision shall 
be made by rules of court for adapting the pro- 
cedure and practice in the grant of letters of 
administration to the case of real estate. 


Amendments made: In Sub-section (1) 
leave out “they” and insert “ persons 
beneficially entitled to personal estate ” ; 
after “of” insert “such.” 


In Sub-section (4) leave out “de 
ceased”; leave out “leaves” and insert 
“dies possessed of.".—(Mr. Radcliffe 
Cooke.) 


Clause 7,— 


RIGHT TO INDEMNITY IN CERTAIN CASES. 


(1.) Where any error or omission is made 
in the register, or where any entry in the 
register is made or procured by or in pursuance 
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of fraud or mistake, and the error, omission, | 
or entry is not capable of rectification under | 
the principal Act, any person suffering loss | 
thereby shall be entitled to be indemnified in 
the manner in this Act provided. 

(2.) Provided that where a registered disposi- 
tion would if unregistered be absolutely void 
or where the effect of such error, omission, or 
entry would be to deprive a person of land of 
which he is in possession, or in receipt of the 
rents and profits, such person shall not be 
deprived, but the register shall be rectified and 
the person sufferine loss by the rectification 
shall be entitled to the indemnity. 

(3.) A person shall not be entitled to in- 
demnity for any loss where he has caused or 
substantially contributed to the loss by his act, 
neglect, or default. 

(4.) Where the register is rectified under the 
principal Act by reason of fraud or mistake 
which has occurred in a registered disposition 
for valuable consideration, and which the 
grantee was not aware of and could not by 
the exercise of reasonable care have discovered, 
the person suffering loss by the rectification 
shall likewise be entitled to indemnity under 
this section. 

(5.) The Registrar may, if the applicant desires 
it, and subject to an appeal to the court, deter- 
mine whether a right to indemnity has arisen 
under this section, and, if so, award indemnity. 
In the event of an appeal to the court, the 
applicant shall not be required to pay any 
costs except his own, even if unsuccessful, 
unless the court shall consider that the appeal 
is unreasonable. 

(6.) Where indemnity is paid for a loss, the 
registrar, on behalf of the Crown, shall be en- 
titled to recover the amount paid from any 
person who has cause or substantially con- 
tributed to the loss by his act, neglect, or 
default. 

(7.) A claim for indemnity under this section 
shall be deemed a simple contract debt, and 
for the purposes of the Limitation Act 1623, 
the cavse of action shall be deemed to arise 
at the time when the claimant knows, or but 
for his own default might know, of the 
existence of his claim. 


Amendments made: In Sub-section (2) 
leave out “such person shall not be de- 
prived but.”—(Vr. Cozens-Hardy.) 


At end of Sub-section (3) insert,— 


“and the omission to register a sufficient 
caution, notice, inhibition, or other restriction 
to protect a mortgage by deposit or other 
equitable interest, or any estate or interest 
created under Section forty-nine of the princi- 
pal Act, shall be deemed neglect within the 
meaning of this Sub-section.” 


At the end of the clause add,— 


“This section shall apply to the Crown in 
like manner as it applies to a private person.” 
—(T'he Attorney General.) 


{3 Auaust 1897} 
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Clause 8,-— 
LAND CERTIFICATES, OFFICE COPIES OF 


REGISTERED LEASES, AND CERTIFICATES OF 
CHARGE. 


(1.) So long as a land certificate, office copy 
of a registered lease, or certificate of charge 
is outstanding, it shall be produced to the 
Registrar on every entry in the register of a 
disposition by the registered proprietor of the 
land or charge to which it relates, and on 
every registered transmission or rectification of 
the register, and a note of every such entry, 
transmission, or rectification shall be officially 
endorsed on the certificate or office copy, and 
the Registrar shall have the same powers of 
ccmpelling the production of certificates and 
office copies as are conferred on him by Sec- 
tions one hundred and nine and one hundred 
and ten of the principal Act as to the produc- 
tion of maps, surveys, books, and other 
documents. 

(2.) Where a land certificate or office copy 
of a registered lease has been issued the vendor 
shall deliver it to the purchaser on completion 
of the purchase, or if only a part of the land 
comprised in the certificate or office copy is 
sold, he shail, at his own expense, produce, or 
procure the production of, the certificate or 
office copy in accordance with this section for 
the completion of the purchaser's registration. 
Where the certificate or oflice copy las been 
lost or destroyed, the vendor shall pav the 
cests of the proceedings required to enable the 
Registrar to proceed without it. 

(3.) A new land certificate, office copy of a 
registered lease or certificate of charge shall 
not be granted by the Registrar in place of a 
former certificate, or office copy, which has 
been lost or destroyed, unless the applicant 
has filed with the Registrar a statutory de- 
claration and such otner evidence, if any, us 
the Registrar may think necessary, stating the 
fact and circumstances of the loss or destruc- 
tion of the former certifcate or office copy, 
nor until at least three advertisements of the 
application to the Registrar shall have been 
published at intervals of not less than seven 
days in a leading London newspaper as well 
as in a local newspaper circulating in the dis- 
trict in which the land is situate, and such 
indemnity (if any) given as the Registrar shall 
think fit. 

(4.) Where a transfer of land is made by 
the registered proprietor of a charge, in exer- 
cise of the power of sale conferred by the 
charge, it may be registered, and a new land 
certificate may be issued to the purchaser, 
without production of the former land certi- 
ficate, but the certificate of charge (if any) 
must be produced or accounted for in accord- 
ance with this section. Subject to any stipu- 
lation to the contrary, the proprietor of a 
registered charge shall not be entitled to have 
custody of the Land Certificate, or to require 
a Land Certificate to be applied for :— 

(i.) On the first registration of freehold or 
leasehold land, and on the registration 
of a charge, a land certificate, office 
copy of the registered lease, or certificate 
of charge, as the case may be, shall be 
prepared, and shall either be delivered 
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to the registered proprietor or deposited 
in the registry as the said proprietor 
may prefer ; 

(ii.) If so deposited in the registry it shall 
be officially endorsed from time to time, 
as in this section provided, with notes 
of all subsequent entries in the register 
affecting the land or charge to which it 
relates ; 

(iii.) The registered proprietor may at any 
time apply for the delivery of the cer- 
tificate or office copy to himself or to 
such person as he may direct, and may 
at any time again deposit it in the land 
registry ; 

(iv.) The preparation, issue, endorsement, 
and deposit in the registry of the certi- 
ficate or office copy shall be effected 
without cost to the proprietor. 

The registered proprietor of any freehold or 
leasehold land or of a charge may, subject to 
any registered estates, charges, or rights, 
create a lien on the land or charge by deposit 
of the land certificate or office copy of regis- 
tered lease, or certificate of charge; and such 
lien shall, subject as aforesaid, be equivalent 
to a lien created by the deposit of title deeds 
or of a mortgage deed of unregistered land by 
an owner entitled in fee simple or for the term 
or interest created by the lease for his own 
benefit, or by a mortgagee beneficially entitled 
to the mortgage. 


Caprain BETHELL (York, E.R., Hold- 
erness) moved to leave out the first words 
of the clause, for the purpose of asking 
the Attorney General if he had given 
further consideration to a matter upon 
wkich he had spoken to the hon. and 
learned Gentleman. His object was to 
make procedure the same in all cases of 
trensfer of land, so that the person sell- 
ing should be compelled to produce one 
of the three certificates here mentioned 
before the land could be properly regis- 
tered. It was done in nearly every case, 
but there were some cases with which it 
was necessary to deal. 

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL said he 
had considered this point, and had con- 
sulted authorities. The reason for the 
clause was to provide for production 
where such was absolutely necessary. 
For all practical purposes that object 
was attained, and it was not desirable to 
leave out the words to meet exceptional 
cases. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Mr. HALDANE, on behalf of Mr. 
Bittson, moved in Sub-section (3), after 
“until,” to insert “noticeof the application 
has been advertised in the London 
Gazette and.” 


{COMMONS} 
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Tuz ATTORNEY GENERAL said he 
could not quite assent to the Amend- 
ment, as it would enormously increase 
the expense. The Amendment was cumu- 
lative. The hon. Member contemplated 
an advertisement in the London and local 
papers and also in the Gazette. Would 
the hon. Member agree to amend the 
clause so that it should read :— 


“or until at least three advertisements of the 
application shall have been published at inter- 
vals of not less than seven days in the London 
Gazette, as well as in the local newspapers”? 


*Mr. KIMBER thought that to adver- 
tise three times in the London Gazette 
would be to throw away money. To 
advertise once would be enough to get 
the advertisement repeated in all the pro- 
vincial newspapers. Advertising in the 
London Gazette was extremely expensive, 
and it would be quite sufficient to adver- 
tise in the paper of the county in which 
the land was situated. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Tne ATTORNEY GENERAL said he 
was in the hands of experienced Gentle- 
men who knew more of the subject than 
he did, and invited an expression of 
views. He had thought that three in- 
sertions in the Gazette should be re- 
quired; but let it be one insertion if 
that was thought sufficient, and if it was 
thought that the advertisement should 
appear in a London newspaper as well, 
that could be kept in. He proposed after 
“until” to insert :— 


“one advertisement of the application shall 
have been published in the London Gazette, as 
well as in the local newspaper circulating in 
the district in which the land is situated.” 


*Mr. GEDGE did not think that adver- 
tisement in the local newspaper was 
enough, certainly it was not in the coun- 
ties near London—Surrey, for instance. 
He rarely read the Surrey local paper, 
and it was not much taken in, and cer- 
tainly was not read for its advertise- 
ments. If advertised once in the London 


Gazette and three times in the leading 
London papers, and in the local papers, 
the desired publicity would be secured. 

Sm H. FOWLER said it must be re- 
membered how important was the object 
in view, the substitution of a certificate 
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for a lost title. There was, of course, 
the danger of fraud, and one advertise- 
ment would not be sufficient precaution. 
Of course men should not lose their title 
deeds, but if they did here was the 
machinery provided by which a certifi- 
cate would be available for mortgage. 

Tug ATTORNEY GENERAL said he 
could only interpose again by the leave 
of the House. What the right hon. 
Gentleman had said had great weight. 
It might be sufficient to leave the clause 
as it stood and add the words, “ one ad- 
vertisement in the London Gazette.” 

Sir H. FOWLER: But not the words 
leading London newspaper, or a defini- 
tion will be required. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL proposed 
after “least” to insert “one advertise- 
ment of the application in the London 
Gazette and.” 


Mr. ASQUITH said he did not know | 


whether it was relevant at the moment, 
but he must protest against the insertion 
of the words “leading London news- 
paper.” 


Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL said the 


words did not come in here. 


| 
Mr. ASQUITH hoped there would be 


opportunity of considering it, he had 
something to say on the point. 


Amendment agreed to. 


Further amendment made: Omit the 


words “of the application to the Regis- 
trar.”—(Attorney General.) 


Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL moved : 
In Sub-section (3) after “ advertisement ” 
to insert “in a London morning news- 
paper.” 


Mr. ASQUITH said that these words 


were an improvement on the words of the 


Bill, which might have given rise to very 
difficult questions of discrimination. 
He did not know on what principle the 
selection of the London paper would be 
made. He assumed the Government had 
considered the question carefully, but 
he should imagine that there were morn- 
ing newspapers published in London 
which nobody ever saw and which 
nobody had ever read. 


{3 Avueusr 1897} 
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Mr. B. L. COHEN (Islington, N.) 
asked the Attorney General whether 
such papers as The Economist, The 
Spectator, and The Saturday Review, 
were not London morning newspapers ? 

Mr. WEIR suggested the insertion of 
the words, after “newspaper,” “ not 
being a newspaper published on Sunday.” 
[Loud cheers. | 

THe ATTORNEY GENERAL said 
that to meet the convenience of hon. 
Gentlemen, he was quite willing to with- 
draw the Amendment, and move to 
insert the words “ London daily news- 
paper.” 

Sir H. FOWLER said that originally 
|there was no mention of the Gazette. 
| Now that they had got the Gazette they 
|did not want another London newspaper. 
They wanted the local newspapers. 





Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Amendments made: After “adver- 
| tisement,” insert “in a London daily 
| morning newspaper.” 


Omit the words “ in a leading London 
/newspaper as well as.” 
| 


After the word “days,” insert “three 
advertisements.” —(Attorney General). 


Clause 9,— 
TRANSFERS AND CHARGES. 


(1.) The provisions of Section eight of the 
Conveyancing and Law of Property Act 1881 
shall apply, so far as applicable thereto, to 
| transfers of registered land as though such 
| transfers were made by deed, and a transfer 
of land made by the proprietor of a registered 
| charge with power of sale shall operate as a 
| conveyance in professed exercise of the power 
| of sale conferred by the said Act. 

(2.) The provisions of Sections nineteen, 
| twenty,twenty-one (except Sub-sections one 
|and four), twenty-two, twenty-three, and 
| twenty-four, inclusive of the same Act, shall 
| similarly apply to registered charges. 
| {3.) Every registered proprietor of land may, 
|in the prescribed manner, charge it with an 
| annuity or other periodical payment, and the 
| provisions of the principal Act and this Act 
with regard to charges shall apply to any such 
charge. Every registered proprietor of land 
may charge it, in favour of a building society 
under the Building Societies Acts, by means 
of a mortgage in a form authorised by the 
rules of that society, and the mortgage shall 
be deemed a charge made in the prescribed 
manner, and shall be registered accordingly. 
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(4.) Nothing contained in any charge shall | 


(i) take away from the registered proprietor 
thereof the power of transferring it by regis- 
tered disposition or of requiring the cessation 
thereof to be noted on the register, or (ii) affect 
any registered dealing with land or a charge 
in respect of which the charge is not expressly 
registered or protected, in accordance with the 
principal Act and this Act. 

(5.) The Registrar may, on the application, 
or with the consent, of the registered proprietor 
of the land, and of the proprietors of all regis- 
tered charges (if any) of equal or inferior 
priority, alter the terms of a charge. 

(6.) Where a person on whom the right to 
be registered as proprietor of land or of a 
charge has devolved by reason of the death 
ot bankruptcy of the registered proprietor, or 
has been conferred by an instrument of trans- 
fer or charge, in accordance with the principal 
Act and this Act, desires to transfer or charge 
the land or to deal with the charge before he is 
himself registered as proprietor, he may do so 
in the prescribed manner, and subject to the 
prescribed conditions. Subject to the provi- 
sions of the principal Act with regard to 
registered dealings for valuable consideration, 
a transfer or charge so made shail have the 
same effect as if the person making it were 
registered as proprietor. 


Amendment made: In Sub-section (3) 
leave out “in a form authorised by,” 
and insert “ made in pursuance of or con- 


sistent with.”—(Mr. Jackson). 


Clause 11,— 


AS TO STATUTE OF 32 HEN. 8. c. 9. 


Section two of the statute of the thirty- 
second year of the reign of Henry the Eighth, 
chapter nine, which prohibits sales and other 
dispositions of land of which the grantor or 
his predecessor in title has not been in posses- 
sion for one whole year previously to the dis- 
position being made, shall not apply to dispo- 
sitions of registered land when completed by 
registration. 


Sir HENRY FOWLER moved to leave 
out from “made” to the end of clause, 
and to insert “is hereby repealed.” He 
said it was a revelation to some of them 
to know that the Statute of 32 Henry 
VIII. was still in existence. As the Biil 
stood, land registered would be exempt 
from the operation of this mysterious 
statute, and an implication was created 
that land not registered was liable to it. 
He had been requested by some hon. and 
learned Friends who knew more about it 
than he did, to say that this would be 
creating a doubt which did not at present 
exist, with reference to an obsolete 
Statute. Therefore it would be better 
to get rid of it altogether. 


{COMMONS} 
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Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL said that 


not being a conveyancer he was unable 
to say whether the objection taken by 
the right hon. Gentleman was a valid one 
or not, but if gentlemen of experience in 
the House would say that this old section 
was spent and not operative, he would 
have no objection to its repeal. 

Mr. HALDANE said that practically 
it was obsolete. 


Amendment agreed to. 


Clause 13,— 


AS TO SUCCESSION AND ESTATE DUTY. 

A transfer or charge on registered land for 
valuable consideration shall, when registered, 
exempt the land in the hands of the transferee 
or mortgagee, and of every person claiming in 
his right from all liability in respect of succes- 
sion duty not then due and payable, notwith- 
standing that he may have had actual or con- 
structive notice thereof, and the liability for 
duty shall attach instead to the money arising 
from the sale or mortgage, and to all invest- 
ments thereof. 


Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL moved 


to leave out the clause. 


Motion agreed to; clause struck out. 
Clause 20,— 


POWER TO REQUIRE REGISTRATION. 


(1.) Her Majesty the Queen may, by Order 
in Council, declare, as respects any county or 
part of a county mentioned or defined in the 
Order, that, on and after a day specified in the 
Order, registration of title to land is to be 
compulsory on sale, and thereupon a person 
shall not, under any conveyance on_ sale 
executed on or after the day so specified, 
acquire the legal estate in any freehold land 
in that county, or part of a county, unless or 
until he is registered as proprietor of the land. 

(2.) In this Section the expression “ convey- 
ance on sale” means an instrument executed 
on sale by virtue whereof there is conferred or 
completed, a title under which an application 
for registration as first proprietor of land may 
be made under the principal Act. 

(3.) The title with which a proprietor of free- 
hold land is registered in pursuance of this 
section shall be not less than a possessory title ; 
but nothing in this section shall prevent any 
person from being registered with any other 
title if the Registrar is satisfied of his title. 

(4.) It shall be lawful for Her Majesty in 
Council to revoke or vary any Order made 
under this section. 

(5.) In the case of every Order proposed to 
be made under this section, notice shall, six 
months before the order is made, be given to 
the council of the county to which such order 
is proposed to be applied. A draft of the pro- 


posed order, together with the name of at 
least one place within or conveniently near to 
the county where a district registry office will 
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be established, shall accompany the notice, and 
shall also be published in the Gazette. 

(6.) If within three months after receipt of 
the draft the county council, at a meeting 
specially called for the purpose, at which two- 
thirds of the whole number of the members 
shall be present, resolve, and communicate to 
the Privy Council their resolution, that in their 
opinion compulsory registration of title would 
not tend to facilitate or cheapen the transfer of 
land in their county, the order shall not be 
made, . 

(7.) The first Order made under this section 
shall not affect more than one county. 

(8.) Except as to a county which shall have 
signified through its county council, pursuant 
to a resolution of such council passed at a meet- 
ing at which two-thirds of the whole number 
of the members shall be present, its desire that 
registration of title shall be compulsorily ap- 
plied to it, no further order shall be made under 
this section until the expiration of three years 
from the making of the first order. 

(9.) Any order made under this section shall 
be made with due regard to the utilisation (if 
practicable) of any land registry existing in the 
county to which compulsory registration is 
proposed to be applied or in any adjoining 
county. 

(10.) For the purposes of this section the 
word county shall have the same meaning as 
in the Local Government Act 1888, and shall 
include a county borough; and the word 
county council shall include the council of such 
borough. 

(11.) The City of London shall be a separate 
county, and the mayor, aldermen, and com- 
mons, in common council assembled shall be 
deemed the county council thereof; and for 
the purpose of this section the representation 
of the said city on the London County Council 
shall not be computed in the number of the 
county councils not entitled to vote. 

(12.) Proceedings in regard to any proposed 
order may be taken at any time after the 
passing of this Act. 

*Mr. GEDGE moved to leave out the 
clause, in order to raise the question 
of the inclusion of the administrative 
County of London. He moved the 
omission of the clause, unless the 
Government would say they would not 
take as the subject of their first ex- 
periment the administrative County of 
London. 

*Mr. KIMBER thought that the com- 
promise suggested by the First Lord of 
the Treasury ought to be accepted. He 
regretted that the Government desired 
to make this Bill compulsory in any 
county whatever; but it was a fair ex 
periment to be made, and he thought 
they ought to let the Government have 
their fling as regarded the first county 
they made their victim. The good effect 
of their experiment, however, would be 
marred by the fact that they made it 
compulsory, because they would never be 
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able to say in that county that it had suc- 
ceeded and been accepted by the people. 
But the House ought to have time to 
consider the Amendment of the Attorney 
General giving effect to the compromise ; 
the text of the clause should be put on 
the Paper and considered at the next 
stage of the Bill. 

Sir H. FOWLER suggested the post- 
ponement of the further consideration 
ot the Biil until To-morrow, so that 
in the meantime the clause might 
be printed. As it stood the Amendment 
did not carry out what the First Lord 
of the Treasury suggested. According to 
Sub-section E it would be competent for 
the Government to make an Order in 
Councu in respect to every county in 
England. He knew that the Govern- 
ment did not mean this. There was to 
be an experiment tried on one county for 
three years, and he moved to insert “as 
respects any one county.” 

Toe ATTORNEY GENERAL said that 
by Sub-section (7) the first order made 
under this section was not to affect more 
than one county, and there only one 
order could be made except on the appli- 
cation of the County Council. He was 
satisfied that by the Amendment he had 
proposed only one order could be made 
for one county, and that no other order 
could be made except on the application 
of the County Council. 

Captain BETHELL said that suppos- 
ing the County Council of London re- 
jected the Order made by the Lord Chan- 
ecllor, would the Lord Chancellor be able 
to make an Order for one other county ? 

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes, for 
one other county. 

Captain BETHELL: So that he would 
be able to run through all the counties 
of England each in turn. 

*Mr. GEDGE said it was hardly worth 
while keeping up the distinction between 
en application of a County Council for an 
order and a resolution of a County 
Council against an order. The simplest 
way would be to state that no order 
should be made in any county until the 
County Council had applied for it. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Mr. BUTCHER, who had given notice 
to move in Subsection (8), after 
“county,” to insert “or part of a county,” 
said, as he understood the Attorney 
General’s object was to enable him to 
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apply the Bill to a portion of the ad- 
ministrative County of London, he would 
not move the Amendment which stood in 
his name. 

*Mr. GEDGE moved, in Sub-section 
(6), to leave out “tend to facilitate or 
cheapen the transfer of land,” and insert 
“be desirable.” His reason for moving 
this Amendment was that if a County 
Council did not wish the Act to be ap- 
plied to their county he did not see why 
they should be limited to one particular 
reason. They might be of opinion that 
the Act might tend to cheapen land trans- 
fer, yet they might think it undesirable 
fer other reasons. 

Tuz ATTORNEY GENERAL thought 
the words ought to be left in. Their 
object was that the attention of the 
Council might be directed to what he 
considered were the main points. 

Mr. BUTCHER thought there was 
much force in the Amendment. The 
County Council ought not to be limited 
to specific reasons, when there might be 
ether reasons which to them appeared 
to be equally cogent. As he gathered, 
it was intended that the County Council 
should have a veto on the application of 
the Act to their county, and why should 
they not trust the Council? As drawn, 
the Bill placed an undue restriction on 
the discretion of the County Council. 


Amendment agreed to. 


Sir H. FOWLER moved to add at 
the end of Sub-section (7)—‘ And no 
further order shall be made under this 
section before the expiration of three 
years.” The Amendment moved by the 
Attorney General was most important ; 
there would be no opportunity of re- 
vision; and if the Debate were adjourned 
there would be an opportunity of con- 
sidering the question. 

Tue FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
SURY said that there was reason in 
what the right hon. Gentleman said, and 
if the Government consented to adjourn 
the further consideration of the Bill he 
hoped the House would second the Gov- 
ernment in rapidly disposing of the 
Report stage To-morrow, and would then 
Read the Bill a Third time. [‘Hear, 
hear!”] If the Government could count 
on the House doing that they would not 
press the Bill now. [‘‘ Hear, hear!’’] 


Mr. ASQUITH thought it was im- 
portant to have the new clause on the 


Mr. Butcher. 
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Paper, and if the consideration were ad- 
journed the House would be most desi- 
rous to accept the fair offer of the First 
Lord of the Treasury. 

*Mr. SPEAKER suggested that the 
right hon. Member for Wolverhampton 
should withdraw his Amendment for the 
present, as there seemed to be some doubt 
as to the place at which it should come in. 


Amendment, by leave, withdrawn. 


Resolved, that the further proceedings 
on consideration be adjourned until To- 
_morrow.—(First Lord of the Treasury.) 





MERCHANT SHIPPING 
(EXEMPTION FROM PILOTAGE) BILL. 


Considered in Committee. 
Clause 1,— 





ABOLITION OF EXEMPTIONS FROM COMPUL- 

SORY PILOTAGE UNDER 6 Gro. 4, c. 125, 

s. 59. 

As from the first day of July one thousand 
eight hundred and ninety-eight, section six 
hundred and three of the Merchant Shipping 
Act 1894, shall cease to operate so far as it con- 
tinues the exemptions granted by the section set 
| out in the schedule to this Act. 

Tue PRESIDENT or tHe BOARD 
or TRADE (Mr. C. T. Rircnig, Croy- 
don) moved to leave out all the words 
after “1894,” and to insert the words— 
“so far as it continues the exemptions granted 
by Section 59 of the Act passed in the sixth 
year of King George IV., chapter 125, and ex- 
tended by the Order in Council of the 18th 
February, 1854, and the said Order in Council 
shall cease to operate in the case of ships or 
vessels on voyages between any port in Sweden 
or Norway and the port of the London.” 


Amendment agreed to; clause ordered 
to stand part of the Bill. 

Clause 2 ordered to stand part of the 
Bill. 

Mr. RITCHIE moved to leave out 
the schedule. 

Motion agreed to. 


Bill reported, with Amendments ; as 
amended, considered; read the Third 
time, and passed, with Amendments. 





Whereupon, in pursuance of the Order 
of the House of the 15th July last, Mr. 
Speaker adjourned the House without 
Question put. 


House adjourned accordingly at a 





Quarter before Twelve o’clock. 
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HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Wednesday, 4th August 1897. 





SUPREME COURT OF JUDICATURE 
(IRELAND) BILL. 

Lorp ASHBOURNE, in moving the 
Second Reading of this Bill, said it was 
an important and useful Measure, calcu- 
lated to render more efficient the working 
of the judicial institutions of Ireland and, 
at the same time, to effect a substantial 
saving in the cost of administration. 
There were at present four divisions of 
the High Court of Justice in Ireland—the 
Chancery Division, the Queen’s Bench 
Division, the Exchequer Division, and 
the Probate and Matrimonial Division — 
and outside the High Court stood the 
Court of Bankruptcy. The Exchequer 
Division, under the provisions of an Act 
passed eight years ago, was, 
retirement of the present Lord Chief 
Baron, to be merged in the Queen’s 
Bench Division ; but Lord Chief Baron 
Pallas, one of the most respected and 
distinguished of the Trish Judges, had, 
with great public spirit, consented and 
desired that this consolidation of the two 
Courts should be no longer deferred. 
The Bill also proposed the consolidation 
of the Probate and Matrimonial Division, 
but that was not to take place until the 
death of the present distinguished Judge 
who had presided over the Court for 29 
years ; and also that the Bankruptcy 
Court should be united with the High 
Court. This would permit of a free 
interchange of duties among the Judges, 
and would facilitate largely judicial 
action. 
abolished—the Judgeship of the Probate 
and Matrimonial Division, when the 
present Judge ceased to hold office, and 
the two Judgeships of the Bankruptcy 
Court at once—which would effect a 
saving in judicial salaries alone, indepen- 
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on. the} 


Three Judgeships were to be| 
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in Ireland, enabling the savings to be 
applied in Ireland to purposes that 
Parliament may from time to time pre- 


scribe. 


Read 2* (according to Order), and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House To-morrow. 


PARISH COUNCILS (SCOTLAND) 
(CASUAL VACANCIES) BILL. 
On the question of the further con- 
sideration of the Amendment, moved 
after the Third Reading of this Bill, 


Lorp BALFOUR explained that 
yesterday Lord Tweedmouth moved to 
omit Clause 2, but on a Division it was 
found that there was not a quorum of 30 
present, and the matter was accordingly 
adjourned, 


Question “ That Clause 2 stand part of 
the Bill,’ put, and aereed to; Bill 

| i ’ 5] 

passed, and returned to the Commons. 





PUBLIC HEALTH (SCOTLAND) BILL. 
Amendments reported. 


Lorp BALFOUR in order to meet 
a point raised yesterday by the Earl of 
'Camperdown, to exempt from the power 
of appropriation to be conferred on a 
local authority in respect of all streams 
of water in its district any supply of 
water used for domestic or agricultural 
purposes, moved to add to Clause 1, 
Sub-section (1), the following new Sub- 
section :— 





*(2.) Any supply of water which has been 
| conducted to and is being used for any house or 
| building used in connection with such house or 
| occupied for agricultural purposes.” 





Amendment agreed to. Then (Stand- 
ling Orders Nos. XXXIX. and XLV. 
| having been suspended) Bill read 3, with 
‘the Amendments, passed, and returned 
' to the Commons. 


dent of a substantial prospective saving | 
of officials’ salaries arising from the con- | 


sequent consolidation of offices, of £7,500 
a year. These changes had been rendered | 


feasible by the fact that there were now 

three Judgeships vacant in Ireland. 

Among the other provisions of the Bill 

was one, which had excited great interest 
VOL. LIL. [pourri sertes. } 


EDUCATION (SCOTLAND) BILL. 
Considered in Committee. Bill re- 
/ported without Amendment; then 
(Standing Orders Nos. XXXIX. and 
| XLY. having been suspended), Bill read 


3°, and passed. 


0 
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Toreign 
STIPENDIARY MAGISTRATES JURIS- 
DICTION (SCOTLAND) BILL. 

Read 3%, and passed. 


LICENSING (SCOTLAND) 
AMENDMENT BILL. 


Read 34, and passed. 


ACTS 


FOREIGN PRISON-MADE GOODS BILL. 
Returned from the Commons with the 
Amendments agreed to. 


METROPOLITAN WATER COMPANIES 


BILL. 


Returned from the Commons with the 
Amendments agreed to. 





LAND TRANSFER BILL. 
On the Question “That the House do 
take into consideration the Commons 
Amendments to this Bill,” 


Tok LORD CHANCELLOR moved 
to omit Sub-section (11), which had been 
added to Clause 20 (“ Power to require 
registration ”) by the Commons :— 


“The City of London shall be a separate 
county, and the Mayor, Aldermen, and Commons, 
in Common Council assembled, shall be deemed 
the County Council thereof; and for the 
purpose of this section the representation of the 
said City on the London County Council shall 
not be computed in the number of the County 
Council not entitled to vote.’ 


The proviso seemed, on the face of it, 
either unnecessary or a repeal of the 
provisions of the Local Government Act 
on the subject. At all events, it was a 
highly controversial matter, which ought 
not to have been introduced into a 
clause which was represented to be an 
agreed clause. It was also unnecessary 
from another point of view. He was 
sure that the City of London must have 
known that he should not be a party to 
an order affecting them without con- 
sulting them and _ considering their 
wishes, either as to the application of the 
Act or as to any arrangement for a 
registry there or otherwise. He there- 
fore moved that their Lordships disagree 
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with the sub-section, and, subject to 
this, they agree with the Commons’ 
Amendments. 


Motion agreed to; new sub-section 
struck out. 


MERCHANT SHIPPING (EXEMPTIONS 
FROM PILOTAGE) BILL [x.1.] 
Returned from the Commons agreed 
to, with Amendments ; the said Amend- 
ments considered (on Motion), and 
agreed to. 


WORKMEN (COMPENSATION FOR 
ACCIDENTS) BILL. 
Returned from the Commons, with the 
Amendments last made by the Lords 
agreed to. 


House adjourned at Quarter before 
Five o’clock, till To-morrow, a 
Quarter past Four o’clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Wednesday, 4th August 1597. 


METROPOLITAN WATER COMPANIES 
BILL. 


Lords Amendments to this Bill con- 
sidered, and agreed to. 





FOREIGN OFFICE. 
QUESTION OF ORDER. 


Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL (Donegal, 
S.) rose to call the attention of Mr. 
Speaker to the incident which occurred 
yesterday, when the right hon. Gentle- 
man the Under Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs referred the hon. Gentle- 
man the Member for Ecclesall for in- 
formation to a speech of Lord Salisbury 
in the House of Lords. In answer toa 


question whether there was any prece- 
dent for an hon. Member of the House 
being referred for information to a speech 
made in the other House, Mr. Speaker 





said that he believed that a precedent 
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had occurred during the present Session. ; subject. The Government undertook, as 
But as far back as two years ago, on|soon as the Inquiry of the Commission, 
August 19, 1895, he had protested | into South African matters was concluded 
against the establishment of a precedent | to consider and to deal with the whole 
of the kind. On that occasion he had| question of the administration of the 
asked the Under Secretary for War on| Chartered Company. We are now 
whom the appointment of Commander- engaged in that Inquiry, which may take 
in Chief of the Army had been conferred, us some time. We have further under- 
and the right hon. Gentleman had in-| taken, as soon as we have formed some 
formed him that a statement on the! views of our own on the .subject we 
subject would be made by the Secretary | would submit them to the Chartered 
for War in the House of Lords. The| Company, to the High Commissioner 
Speaker had then said that the question and to the Government of Cape Colony, 
of privilege did not arise, but the right' and I have since undertaken to submit 
hon. Gentleman the Under Secretary of! them also to the Government of Natal 
State for War thought better of the) for their criticisms and suggestions, and 
matter, and gave the House of Commons | it will be only after that has been gone 
the information which was intended to| through that we can make any statement 





be given first in the House of Lords. He 
wished to know from the Speaker 
whether the question raised a point of 
order or of privilege ? 

*Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think, as 
I said yesterday, and as I seem to have 
said in 1895, although I had forgotten it, 
that any question of order arises, nor do! 
I think that a question of privilege; 
arises, though it is no doubt the case! 
that in the House of Commons informa- | 
tion is more generally given directly to | 
the House—[‘ hear, hear!”]—-and not | 
by reference to the House of Lords. It | 
is a somewhat unusual occurrence, but | 
I do not think that any question of | 
order or of privilege in the strict sense | 
can arise. | 

Mr. MACNEILL: Oh, yes. 

*Mr. SPEAKER: It not being a| 
question of order or of privilege, I do not | 
quite see what is the locus standi of the | 
hon. Gentleman. [Zauwghter. } | 


| 
| 
| 

BRITISH SOUTH AFRICA COMPANY. | 
Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON} 
(Dundee) asked the Secretary for the| 
Colonies who were to be the members | 
of the reconstructed Board of Directors | 


of the British South Africa Company, | 
and who among those directors were to | 
be specially appointed to represent and | 
protect Imperial interests. 

Tue SECRETARY or STATE ror 
THE COLONIES (Mr. J. CHAMBERLAIN, | 
Birmingham, W.): I think that this 
question has been put down under some 
misapprehension, and the hon. Member | 








upon the matter. 

Mr. E. ROBERTSON: I put down 
the question in the belief that the right 
hon. Gentleman stated that there was to 
be a reconstruction of the Board. 

Mr. J. CHAMBERLAIN: I sug- 
gested during my speech that the present 
constitution of the Board had proved to 
be unsatisfactory. No doubt that is one 
of the matters which will receive our 
most careful attention. 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


LAND TRANSFER BILL. 
Bill, as amended, further considered. 


Clause 20,— 


POWER TO REQUIRE REGISTRATION OF TITLE 
ON SALE. 


(1.) Her Majesty the Queen may, by Order 
in Council, declare, as respects any county or 
part of a county mentioned or defined in the 
Order, that, on and after a day specitied in 
the Order, registration of title to land is to be 
compulsory on sale, and thereupon a person 
shall not, under conveyance on sale executed on 
or after the day so specified, acquire the legal 
estate in any freehold land in that county, or 
part of a county, unless or until he is registered 
as proprietor of the land. 

(2.) In this section the expression 


“ convey- 


| ance on sale” means an instrument executed on 


sale by virtue whereof there is conferred or 
completed, a title under which an application 
for registration as first proprietor of land may 
be made under the principal Act. 

(3.) The title with which a proprietor of free- 
hold land is registered in pursuance of this 
section shall be not less than a possessory 


must be aware of what took place on the title; bet nothing in this section shall prevent 


i 


O 2 
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any person from being registered with any 
other title if the Registrar is satisfied of his 
title. 

(4.) It shall be lawful for Her Majesty in 
Council to revoke or vary any Order made 
under this section. 

(5.) In the case of every Order proposed to 
be made under this section, notice shall, six 


months before the Order is made, be given to | 


the council of the county to which such Order 
is proposed to be applied. A draft of the pro- 
posed Order, together with the name of at 
least one place within or conveniently near to 
the county where a district registry office will 
be established, shall accompany the notice, 
and shall also be published in the Gazette. 

(6.) If within three months after receipt of 
the draft the county council, at a meeting 
specially called for the purpose, at which two- 
thirds of the whole number of the members 
shall be present, resolve, and communicate to 
the Privy Council their resolution, that in 
their opinion compulsory registration of title 
would not tend to facilitate or cheapen the 
‘transfer of land in their county the Order shall 
not be made. 

(7.) The first Order made under this section 
shall not affect more than one county. 

(8.) Except as to a county which shall have 
signified through its county council, pursuant 
to a resolution of such council passed at a 
meeting at which two-thirds of the whole num- 
ber of the members shall be present, its desire 
that registration of title shall be compulsorily 
applied to it, no further order shall be made 
under this section until the expiration of three 
years from the making of the first Order. 

(9.) Any Order made under this section shall 
be made with due regard to the utilisation (if 
practicable) of any land registry existing in the 
county to which compulsory registration is 
proposed to be applied or in any adjoining 
county. 

(10.) For the purposes of this section the 
word county shall have the same meaning as 
in the Local Government Act 1888, and shall 
include a county borough; and the word 
county council shall include the council of 
such borough. 

(11.) The City of London shall be a separate 
county, and the mayor, aldermen, and com- 
mons, in common council assembled, shall be 
deemed the county council thereof; and for 
the purpose of this section the representation 
of the said city on the London County Council 
shall not be computed in the number of the 
county council not entitled to vote. 

(12.) Proceedings in regard to any proposed 
Order may be taken at any time after the 
passing of this Act. 


*Mr. SYDNEY GEDGE (Walsall) 
moved to insert after the word “county” 
the words ‘‘and such county shall not 
be the County of London.’’ He said 
that the Lord Chancellor, in moving the 
Second Reading of the Bill in another 
place, had said that it was proposed by 
the Measure to proceed by the most 
gradual steps and to put its provisions 
into operation in a limited area only, so 
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that Parliament might be guided in 
future legislation on the subject by the 
light of experience. It was now, how- 
ever, proposed that the experiments 
should be tried in the administrative 
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'County of London. Undoubtedly the 
| County of London was a limited area, 
but so was England, and, for that 


matter, the world itself, but it was an 
area that contained the greater part of 
the wealth of the country. It had 
evidently been the original intention of 
the framers of the Bill that the ‘‘ limited 
area’’ in question should contain a due 
proportion of agricultural land, whereas 
the administrative County of London 
consisted exclusively of houses and 
building land. There was nothing in 
the Bill to prevent the Privy Council 


from issuing an Order bringing the 
provisions of the Measure into oper- 
ation in any county within three 


months from next week. Jn his opinion 
those provisions ought not to come into 
operation until the new County Council 
was elected. The effect of the operation 
of the measure would be to put a stop to 
the transfer of land in Greater London 
for a long period. He appealed: to the 
Government and to the House to require 
that the experiment to be carried out 
under the Bill should be tried in the 
first instance in a really limited area, not 
in the enormous area of the county of 
London. He begged to move the 
amendment which stood upon the paper 
in his name. _[‘‘ Hear !”’ 

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL (Sir 
RICHARD WepstER, Isle of Wight) said 
that the hon. Gentleman had repeated 
with great emphasis the speech he had 
made last night and had expressed his 
fear that the Privy Council might rush 
the operation of the Bill during the 
existence of the expiring London County 
Council. It was evident that the hon. 
Gentleman had not read Clause 24 of 
the Bill, under which the provisions of 
the Measure were not to come _ into 
operation until the Ist of January, 1898, 
before which time no steps whatever 
could be taken towards putting the 
provisions into force. The reason why 


the administrative county of London 
had been selected for carrying out the 
experiment proposed to be tried under 
the Measure, was because there was 
already existing in it a Register Office 
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under the management of officers of 
great experience who were well acquainted 
with the work that would have to be per- 
formed incarrying out the provisions of the 
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Bill, and because the County of London | 


was the-area in which the best experience 
could be gained with the least friction. 
He could not accept the Amendment. 


Amendment negatived. 


Tne ATTORNEY GENERAL moved 
to leave out from the word “section” 
to “order” in order to insert the words 
‘‘and in any case no other Order shall 
be made under this sub-section.” He 
believed that that Amendment would 
carry out the understanding that had 
been arrived at last night. 

Sm HENRY FOWLER 


hampton) thought the words a 


(Wolver- 


consider- 
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be made ; but at the expiration of three 
years, the County Council asking for it, 
and Parliament not dissenting, this 
order can be made to cover any county 
or part of a county. On the under- 
standing that the words of the Attorney 
General carried out that arrangement he 
accepted them. 

Tue FIRST LORD or ruz TREA- 
SURY (Mr. A. J. BALrour, Manchester, 


|E.) said the right hon. Gentleman had 


to accept the statement of the Attorney | 


General that they carried out the 
arrangement come to last night, but to 
prevent any possible 
he wished to state what he understood 
to be the position. In the first instance 
the Lord Chancellor might select any 


misconstruction | 


county he thinks proper, and there was a | 


distinct understanding that that courty 
was to be the administrative county of 
London, 

Tur ATTORNEY GENERAL: Ex- 


cluding the City. 


Sim H. FOWLER: Excluding the | 


City. The Lord Chancellor might give 


notice to the County Council of London, | 


and they would have the option, within 


three months, of determining whether | 


or not they would have this compulsion. 
If they said they would not then the 
Lord Chancellor would have to select 
some other county on which to try the 
experiment ; but assuming they did 
accept it, and assuming the Act to be 
put in force in London, then no further 
Order was to be made under this Act 
at all for three vears. Then, at the 
expiration of three years, no Order could 
he made by the Privy Council unless and 
until the County Council asks for it in 
accordance with the terms of the Act. 
If the County Council asks for it, and 
the Lord Chancellor is disposed to advise 
the Privy Council to make the Order, 
then the Order shall lie on the Table of 
either House of Parliament, and, no 


with perfect lucidity explained the 
arrangement come to last night in the 
House, and which the Government 
thought would be completely carried out 
by the Amendment proposed by the 
Attorney General. 

Caprain BETHELL (Yorks, E.R., 
Holderness) could not see why the first 
Order should be limited to one county 


'and why the Lord Chancellor should not 
able improvement, and he was willing | 


have several ‘‘tries”’ 
the same time. 

Mr. R. B. HALDANE (Haddington- 
shire) said that while he too should like 
to see the Bill tried on a larger scale, 
they must take what they could get, and 
he was well pleased to think that what 
they had got would provide a thoroughly 
adequate test of the efliciency of the Bill. 


of his system at 


Amendment agreed to. 


Mr. J. G. BUTCHER (York) moved to 
add at the end of Sub-section (8), “ and 
provided that in the case of an Order 
imade under this Sub-section the provi- 
sions of Sub-section (6), shall not apply.” 


Amendment agreed to. 


Further Amendment made: At the 


end of Sub-section (8) insert,— 

(0) Every Order of Council made under this 
Section shall, within thirty days from the date 
thercof, if Parliament be then sitting, or within 
twenty days from the commencement of the 
next Session, if Parliament be not sitting, be 
luid on the Table of both Houses of Parliament, 
and if within forty days of any Order being so 
laid an Address in either House disapproving 
of such Order be carried, such Ordcr, shall le 


void and of no effect.”— (Attorney General.) 


‘objection being taken, the Order can then | 


Mr. BUTCHER moved at the end of 


Sub-section (10) to insert— 


“10a.—(1) In the event of any portion of a 
county or part of a county as regards which an 
Order has been made under this section being 
included in a county borough as regards which 
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no Order has been made under this section, such | 
Order shall cease to be in force within such 
included portion of the county. 

**(2) In the event of any portion of a county | 
or part of a county as regards which no Order | 
has been made under this section being included | 
in a county borough as regards which an Order 
has been made under this section, such Order | 
shall apply to such included portion of the | 
county.” 


Tut ATTORNEY GENERAL moved 
to amend the proposed Amendment by 
inserting after each ‘‘in,” in the words 
“a county borough” the words ‘another 
county or in.”’ 

Amendment to the proposed Amend- 
ment agreed to; Amendment, as 
amended, agreed to. 

Amendment made: Leave out Sub- 
section (12).—(Ur. Butcher.) 


RULES AND FEE ORDERS. 


(1.) General rules under section one hundred 
and eleven of the principal Act shall be made by 
the Lord Chancellor with the advice and assist- 
ance of the registrar, a Judge of the Chancery 
Division of the High Court to be chosen by the 
Judges of that Division, and three other persons, 
one to be chosen by the General Council of the 
Bar, one by the Board of Agriculture, and one by 
the Council of the Incorporated Law Society. 


Amendment made: In Sub-section (1) 
at beginning, insert :— 


“Regulations may be made by the Lord 
Chancellor, under section one hundred and six of 
the principal Act, altering or adding to the 
official styles of the registrar and other officers | 
of the registry, for the purposes of this Act.’’ 
—(Attorney General.) : 


Sir H. FOWLER: As an Amend- 
ment to the Attorney General’s New 





{COMMONS} 


| quo. 





332 


that that was radically unsound, and 
would be an entirely new precedent 
which ought never to be instituted, and 
it would militate against any reforms in 
future it might be desirable to make in 
the law. The answer to this case was 
that the county of York under the clause 
need not have this registry unless it 
chose ; it could not have it unless it was 
asked for. The County Council had no 
business to make any profit out of the 
registry at all. It was established in the 
interests of the freeholders of the county 
to be a self-supporting institution, as it 
had been during a long course of years. 
They had no right to tax the ratepayers 
for an institution which ought to be self- 
supporting; and he wanted to guard 
against their being entitled to claim 
compensation in respect of future loss of 
fees consequent on such transfer. He 
did not wish to interfere with the status 
The County Council had to pay a 
considerable pension to the retired 
registrar, and he did not wish to impose 
an additional burden on the County 
Council. If the Government did not 
yield to his view he must take the opinion 
of the House, because it was a dangerous 
precedent to establish. 

*Mr. GEDGE associated himself with 
the arguments of the right hon. Gentle- 
man. The whole of this sub-section 
might come out. It was not a Party 
matter but one of principle. 


Transfer Bill. 


Captain BETHELL agreed with 
the right hon. Gentleman as to the 


| principle mentioned. He did not agree, 


however, with the Amendment and 
he should vote against it. The right 
hon. Gentleman’s Amendment came in 
at the end of the third sub-section 
which applied to the case of the final 


Clause (Provision for the Yorkshire} agreement being made between the 
registries of deeds), line 13, after | Government and the Local Authority. 


“agreement ’’ moved to insert “ but no| There was no suggestion in that sub-sec- 
sum shall be payable for compensation | tion that there should beany compensation 
in respect of any future loss of fees con- paid in respect of the loss of fees, nor was 
sequent upon such transfer.” As matters | such a suggestion made in the transfer- 
stood, if the County Councils of Yorkshire ence of registry in 1891. The next 
should assent to the land registries being sub-section to which the argument of the 
transferred to the Land Registry and | right hon. Gentleman applied had nothing 
should say that we should have had|to do with the sub-section with which 
more fees if we had not assented to this, | they were now dealing. If the proposed 


they might claim to be compensated out | registry was set up alongside the registry 
of the Consolidated Fund at the expense | of fees which existed now, it was obvious 
of the other taxpayers in the country for | that the staff of the registry of fees would 
a benefit which was conferred upon the} have to be maintained. The new registry 
He submitted working alongside the old might take 


county of York alone. 
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away a considerable part of their profits,} Mr. J. BRIGG (Yorkshire, W.R., 
and the result would be a considerable! Keighley) said he was sorry to differ 
loss to the county. from his right hon. Friend the Member 

Sir H. FOWLER said that if the new| for Wolverhampton, whose experience 
Order came into force the registry of of Parliament and legal _Inatters he 
deeds would cease ipso facto, and they respected, but at the same time he had a 
could not have the two systems going on/| Tight to speak, knowing as he did some- 
side by side. thing of the West Riding of Yorkshire, 

Carr. BETHELL said that foracertain| He hoped that the clause which had 
time at any rate the two systems would been proposed by the Attorney General 
be running side by side, and there would would be incorporated in the Bill. 
be two sets of officials. If they left it Under the circumstances there was no 
an open question, it was just at any rate | SUarantee that Yorkshire would not be 
that the county, having been at the interfered with in the future, because it 
expense during a long time to set up only required somebody to object and then 
these establishments, to carry out the|the Act would soon be made to apply 
views of the State, ought not to be|t® Yorkshire, or there might come a 
damnified by the fact that the State was|time when the County Council itself 
now setting up a new system side by side | would apply to put the compulsory part 
with the old, until a final agreement was | °f the Bill in operation, Although he 
made therefor, and if the county lost | WS not old enough to know the cireum- 


: | a si e ae ee “s 
money by the arrangement, then it ought esa pee beg 0s the whe _ C a 
to be compensated. ues of London were purchased, he was 


told that the circumstances of the 
Mr. W. L. JACKSON (Leeds, N.)! 5, : . : 

; | London Bill were not by any means 
rh os the paar sae” would adhere! analogous to the circumstances of this 
0 clause inserted in . He was}, 35 ' ono 7; 
surprised to hear th right ho Gentle- a T = ey 5b Piss 
ee obj + ee oe on regard to the registration fees charged 
man object to the application of the| ip Yorkshire, and about which the right 
principle in this case to the County of hon. Gentleman the Member for Wolver- 
York, because he was under the un- | hampton was in such trouble, it would 
age that "T similar principle WaS' be very difficult to so regulate them 
matege in the Local Government Act| under this Bill, either to insure a profit 
ian cae ae soar or to save a ong —— = the present 
: i tdenieEs 8 *| moment in the East Riding there was an 
pe a bang eng encttoen Laas | actual loss. The fees were very small, 
to the clause, and this fact so sufficient a wn — = pPoagr ng cald 

- sheesh or lp ue a transaction o ; e fee woul 
ta t at « 
2 osha a prayer tags —, a pen irre toa — rie a per 
LG a ae cent. ear, hear! o make a 
protection for the interests of the West| reduction on that could only be a reduc- 
Riding of Yorkshire. The Amendment tion from ls. to 10d. and he did not 
—— in effect restrictive of the| think that 2d. would be an appreciable 
iscretion of the arbitrator as to the! relief, And these fees, such as they 


amount he should award. were, were taken from the county as a 

Mr. BUTCHER wished to support} whole and went back to the county. 
the clause as drawn by the Govern-|The fees were statutory fees and the 
ment. He believed that in the East | whole thing had been arranged without 
Riding there was a loss on the fees,|an attempt at earning a profit. These 
but in the West Riding a small profit, | Registries in Yorkshire had been carried 
and he understood that what the Govern-' on for at least 200 years, and Yorkshire 
ment proposed was that the ratepayers of| was justified in asking that the fees 
the West Riding should not be deprived | paid should be the same as in the past. 
of the small advantage they gained from} There had been a loss for many years 
the existing system, while the intention | and what little profit now went into the 
of the right hon. Gentleman opposite! county fund for the West Riding was 
(Sir. H. Fowler) was that the arbitrator | only obtained by skilful management and 
should be bound to exclude from his con- | energetic work. Under the new arrange- 


sideration any profit of this kind. iment, if this Bill passed into law, the 
| 
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profit would be transferred to the Consoli- 
dated Fund, and the nation would receive 
the benefit instead of the county. He 
appealed to the House whether it was 
fair that the enterprise and intelligence 
of Yorkshire, which as a county had 
done so much for this question of. 
registries and had incited the Govern- 
ment to adopt the system for the whole 
country, should be mulcted in the way 
proposed. It ought rather to be 
rewarded for the example it had set to 
the rest of the country. {“ Hear, hear !”] 

Tue FIRST LORD or tux TREA- 
SURY said everybody would be glad to 
recognise the action taken by the great 
county of York in dealing with this 
question of land transfer. He thought 
they owed the county a debt of gratitude 
for the energy and public spirit it had 
shown, and for the steps it had already 
taken to advance to a rational solution 
of this question. [‘‘ Hear, hear!”] But, 
though he held that opinion and had no 
desire to run counter in any way to the| 
powerful representation which the county 
of Yorkshire had, and deservedly had, in } 
that House, he must confess that he did 
not appreciate the force of one of the} 
arguments used by the hon. Member for | 
the city of York. He said that there | 
was a loss on the registration work in the 
East Riding and a gain in the West! 
Riding, and he said that it would be very | 
unfair to deprive the West Riding of | 
this gain, and that full compensation | 
should be given out of the Treasury. If! 
that argument had any value, he pre-| 
sumed that it would be equally fair to | 
ask the East Riding for a contribution 
to the Treasury for saving it from loss by | 
the operation of this Bill. He did not 
know whether or not the argument of 
his hon. Friend carried him to that con- 
clusion. He was not arguing the point, | 
but he must say that he did not see that 
any answer could be made to the claim | 
that might be put forward by the country 
in the case of the East Riding if the | 
views of his hon. Friend were sound. | 
But he did not think they need go into 
these matters in detail. ‘There had been 
a great alteration in the position of this | 
question since the Amendment introduced 
by the Attorney General in Clause 20 by | 
arrangement between both sides of the} 
Tlouse last night. When the new clause 


they were now discussing was put on the | 
Paper it rested with the Lord Chancellor | 
Wr. J. Brigg. 
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and the Privy Council to compel the 
/county of York to adopt the new system. 


It may have been right, and probably it 
was right, to say that under those cir- 
cumstances, if such compulsion were 
exercised, the county of York should be 
compensated for any loss it sustained in 
But now the matter was 
It rested with the 
county of York alone to say whether or 
not it would adopt the new Bill, and 
before it decided to adopt the new Bill 
it could make itself acquainted with all 
the of arrangement which 
Treasury were prepared to make in con- 
nection with the taking over of the 
[‘« Hear, hear!” ] The 
matter, both regarded the 
adoption of the Act and the terms of 
arrangement, had been modified from 
beginning to end. He did not think, 
therefore, that under the circumstances, 
they ought to press too far an argument 
which, if it had any weight, would lead 
them not only to compensation for loss of 
profits, but to contribution for relief from 
losses. 


consequence, 


entirely voluntary. 


terms the 


whole as 


The Government were not bound 


|in this matter to exercise any pressure 


one way or other on the House; but 
individually, if the matter went to a 
Division, he should vote for the Amend- 
ment of the right hon. Gentleman. 

Question put, “That those words be 
there inserted.” 


The House divided :—Ayes, 78 
—(Division List, No. 375.) 


; Noes, 


14 


First Schedule 





Tur SOLICITOR GENERAL moved 


|an Amendment providing that Section 18 


|of the Principal Act pore rights and 


liabilities not to be ** ineumbrances ”) 


| should include ‘‘ Estate Duty.’’ 


Amendment agreed to. 


Bill Read the Third time, and passed, 
with Amendments. 
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CONSOLIDATED FUND 
(APPROPRIATION) BILL. 
SOUTH AFRICA AND COMMERCIAL TREATIES. 
On the Order for the Second Reading 
of the Consolidated Fund (Appropria- 
tion) Bill, 


Sir WILFRID LAWSON (Cumber- 
land, Cockermouth) said that he wished 


to make some observations with regard | 


It 
the 


to the policy of the Colonial Office. 
had been his intention to speak on 
Report of the Colonial Office Vote, but 
he missed the opportunity owing to the 
circumstance that when the Resolution 
was read out at the Table it did not 
reach his ears. In his opinion, the policy 
of the Colonial Secretary was a 
dangerous policy and likely to impair 
our reputation abroad. In the last 18 
months the most interesting topic of 
public discussion had been the raid into 
the Transvaal at the beginning of last 
year. The proceedings of the Committee 
appointed to inquire into the circum- 
stances of the raid he, like everybody 
else, had followed with great interest. 
He had expected that the Committee 
would report, “We have done- that 
which we ought not to have done and 
have left undone that which we ought to 
have done, and there is no health in us.” 
(A laugh.| He was glad to see, how- 
ever, that their Report did contain 
something more satisfactory. In the 
first place, the Committee reported very 
strongly on the conduct of Mr. Rhodes, 
saying that there was no justification for 
a person in Mr. Rhodes’ position subsi- 
dising and organising an armed in- 
surrection against the Government of 
the South African Republic. The Com- 
mittee went on to say that he had 
deceived the High Commissioner, repre- 
senting the Imperial Government, that 
he had concealed his views from his 
colleagues and from the Board of the 
British South Africa Company, and that 
he had Jed his subordinates to believe 
that his plans were approved by his 
superiors. That, he maintained, was one 
of the heaviest indictments ever brought 
within his recollection against a public 
man. His point wasthis, that such conduct 
had been endorsed and approved by the 
Colonial Secretary. The Colonial 
Secretary having subscribed to the Report 
which gave such an account of Mr. 
Rhodes, yet proclaimed that nothing had 
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been proved which affected Mr. Rhodes’ 
personal position as a man of honour.’ 
The right hon. Gentleman’s definition of 
aman of honour was the most extra- 
ordinary he had ever heard. Everyone 
had his own standard of honour; but 
here was a filibuster, a deceiver and a 
betrayer, and they were called upon to 
| consider that man aman of honour. That 
was the proud position to which the 
British Parliament had fallen, and in his 
belief it had made Great Britain a 
| by-word with other nations. Suppose a 
French adventurer had made a raid on 
one of our colonies and a leading man 
in the French Parliament had got up 
and extolled that adventurer. Suppose 
he had travelled about France and been 
received with honour by the highest 
people in the country, were there any 
words of opprobrium and contempt we 
should not have used against France! But 
what made it still more pitiable and con- 
temptible in the eyes of every honest 
man was that while we had conferred 
all these honours upon and extolled this 
man, we had inflicted heavy punishment 
on his unfortunate tools and subordinates. 
Some months ago he was very pleased 


to read Mr. Rhodes’ definition 
of English public opinion. He called it 
‘“unectuous rectitude.’? He was not 


sure that he liked the phrase so well now. 
There was plenty of unction but no 
rectitude at all. [‘* Hear, hear!” and a 
laugh.| The Chancellor of the Ex- 
chequer said he. did not care for foreign 
public opinion, but he thought the right 
hon. Gentleman would find sooner or 
later that the opinion of the civilised 
world could not be flouted, and that loss 
of character was in the end loss of 
power. [‘* Hear, hear !”] Tf the 
Colonial Secretary thought that a man 
could indulge in treason and treachery 
without losing his honour, what 
guarantee was there that he would not 
act so himself? He did not suppose the 
right hon. Gentleman had two standards 
of honour. He belonged to the sect of 
Little Englanders, and he was proud of 
it, because it meant that England’s 
policy should be a policy of peace and 
justice instead of one of force and fraud. 
He was a rather old Member of the 
House. That was the only honour he 
possessed, but the position was dear to 
him and, he believed, dear to every 
Member of the House, and therefore it 
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was that he made this protest against a 
policy which had reduced the country to 
the humiliating position he had described. 
He regretted he was not able to record 
his vote against this policy, but he 
trusted there were other Members who 
would join him in his protest in order to 
shew that they had no part nor lot in a 
policy which was so odious, so dangerous 
and so degrading. [‘‘ Hear, hear !”] 
Mr. C. A. CRIPPS (Gloucester- 
shire, Stroud) said there was one 
matter connected with the Report of 
the Committee to which he desired 
to draw attention, and that was the 
restoration of their commissions to 
the officers who took part in the Jameson 
Expedition. It was admitted, certainly, 
by the principals themselves, that they 
took upon themselves the full responsi- 
bility for the action that resulted in the 
raid. They had also expressed the desire 
rot to cast any of the responsibility on 
their subordinates. Apart from any 
special warning that what they were 
doing was inconsistent with their position 
as officers, these officers were bound as a 
matter of ordinary discipline and duty 
to obey the commands they received. He 
was of course not dealing with Sir John 
Willoughby, but only with the other 
officers. The only thing communicated 
to them before the raid was Dr. 
Jameson’s, now known as the “ women 
and children,” letter. Was there the 
slightest evidence that these officers 
knew, as was now known, that that letter 
had been written at a previous time 
under different conditions, and was not 
applicable to the immediate expedition 
they were called upon to take up? They 
had no intimation but that letter, and 
they were asked to follow Dr. Jameson 
for the purpose of protecting the women 
and children in Johannesburg. There 
was no doubt that these officers believed 
generally that what they were doing was 
not only not opposed to their duty as 
Imperial officers, but was being carried 
out more or less with the cognisance and 
knowledge of the Imperial authorities. 
The hardship was that these officers 
should be judged with reference to the 
knowledge now possessed in this country. 
It was no part of the duty of the South 
African Committee to pass sentence on 
any one, but they did find that Mr. 
Rhodes was the originator of the raid, 
and they condemned the raid in the most 
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unqualified language. But the Report was 
eloquent in favour of these officers. 
There was not a word in it that sug- 
gested that they were in default or were 
doing otherwise than performing their 
duty. [“Hear, hear!”] After the 
fullest investigation before the Com- 
mittee, there was not a single word in the 
Report which imputed the slightest blame 
to any one of them. 

Dr. CLARK (Caithness) said they had 
been unable to get any information in 
regard to this important matter owing 
to the action of the Government. They 
postponed this Vote at various times, 
and then brought it on about half-past 
ten. All they could say was that if this 
was going to be a Standing or a Sessional 
Order the Government might prevent in- 
convenient discussions, and prevent 
Votes coming before Parliament for 
Debate. Here they had one of the most 
important Votes, and the House of Com- 
mons had never been able to discuss it 
or take a decision with regard to it. He 
regretted that the Colonial Secretary had 
done nothing to carry out the pledge 
which the Government gave to the South 
African Republic in the matter. They 
were promised a full inquiry into the 
Company, and that then the Government 
would act. But they now knew that the 
Committee would never be re-appointed. 
There was another matter which the 
South Africa Republic pressed on the 
right hon. Gentleman. They asked him 
to see that Messrs. Rhodes, Beit, and 
Harris were prosecuted. They asked that 
these conspirators should be brought. to 
trial for their criminal acts. Only a 
snubbing reply was returned—that the 
Government could only act in accord- 
ance with “English” law—an_ illegal 
t2rm, as it should be British law. The 
action of the Colonial Office was viewed 
with suspicion in South Africa, in 
England, and in Europe. There were 
two or three things said by the Colonial 
Secretary which seemed to modify this 
policy. They were informed that Mr. 
Rhodes had rendered great service to the 
Empire, and that it was very undesirable 
that he should be punished. The whole 
proceedings of Rhodes and the Company 
were steeped in deceit, and he held that 
they ought to be placed upon their trial. 
From the very beginning Mr. Rhodes had 
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pursued a policy of deceit—from deceiv- 
ing poor old Lobengula down to his de- 
ceiving the Colonial Secretary. It was 
quite clear that he had broken the law. 
Mr. Rhodes got Lobengula to sign a 
treaty, in English, and words were put 
in the reverse of what poor Lobengula 
understood was there. It must have 
been known that the concessions 
were obtained under false pretences. 
Now they heard that nothing was 
to be done—that Mr. Rhodes and 
his friends were to go scot free. 
In his evidence Mr. Schreiner misrepre- 
sented the condition of things in the 
Transvaal. He was examined as to the 
alleged interference of the Executive 
with the Judiciary, and the case he gave 
was that of Mr. Lippert who had been 
set free after being sentenced to 18 
months’ imprisonment. Mr. Lippert got 
a gunpowder and dynamite concession in 
South Africa. He formed a company 
and was sent out as managing director. 
Like a great many other companies 
started in London, the South Africa 
Explosives Company did not get much 
capital taken up, and Mr. Lippert spent 
a good deal of his own money in the 
interest of the Company. A dispute 
arose between the Company and Mr. 
Del, the latter being charged with mis- 
appropriating money. He (Dr. Clark) 
joined the Board of Directors and was 
sent out with power of attorney to 
investigate the facts. | When he got to 
South Africa, Mr. Lippert had been 
tried, and he found that that gentleman 
had really advanced money. 

*Mr. SPEAKER said that these South 
African affairs were only material to the 
Second Reading of the Appropriation 
Bill in so far as they bore on the conduct 
of the Colonial Department. 

Dr, CLARK said that he would con- 
fine his remarks to the action of the 
Colonial Secretary. It was upon his finding 
that there had been no misappropriation 
of funds that Mr. Lippert was liberated. 
There was considerable friction between 
the Transvaal Government and the 
Colonial Secretary with reference to the 
observance of the convention. The 
Colonial Secretary maintained that the 
Transvaal Government had been guilty 
of a breach of the convention. One of 
the articles of the convention provided 
that the Transvaal Government should 
not conclude any treaty with a foreign 
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Power without the consent of Her 
Majesty’s Government, and that they 
should deliver to this Government a 
treaty immediately upon its completion. 
There had been three alleged breaches of 
the convention. The first was with 
regard to the Geneva Convention. That 
was a convention to which this country 
was a party, and at the time it was con- 
cluded Great Britain invited every 
civilised Power to sign it. The St. 
John’s Ambulance Association pressed 
the Colonial Secretary to bring before 
the South African Republic the desir- 
ability of joining the Geneva Convention, 
and the right hon. Gentleman wrote to 
Sir Jacobus de Wet asking him to un- 
officially bring the matter before the 
Transvaal Government. That Govern- 
ment did sign the convention, and he 
supposed that the first intimation the 
Colonial Secretary received of the fact 
was through the Foreign Office. It was 
said that in that respect the Transvaal 
Government had been guilty of a breach 
of the convention, but they never dreamt 
that in making a convention with Great 
Britain they required the sanction of 
Great Britain. It was alleged there 
had been breaches of the convention 
in the arrangements concluded with 
Holland and with Portugal. The 
latter arrangement, however, was never 
signed. The right hon. Gentleman 
desired that the words “shall de- 
liver immediately upon its completion 
any treaty” should be interpreted to 
mean that whenever the Transvaal Gov- 
ernment entered into any treaty and 
before its completion they should send it 
on. The words, however, were ‘‘ before 
its completion.” In regard to this and 
all other matters the Transvaal Govern- 
ment had proposed that any question 
which might arise under any clause of 
the Convention should be decided by 
arbitration. There was nothing novel 
in the suggestion, because, when a ques- 
tion arose regarding the rights of British 
subjects under the Convention, the right 
hon. Gentleman’s predecessor agreed that 
it should be decided by arbitration, and 
the Chief Justice of the Orange Free 
State was appointed to act and did act 
in the matter. The drifts’ question 
nearly led to a war between the two 
countries, but the action of the Trans- 


vaal Government took in no shape or 
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form amounted to a breach of the Con-; 


vention. All the Boers did was to close 
a drift between themselves and_ the 


Orange Free State, and there was no in- 
terference whatever with the passage of 
British produce. As to the alien ques- 
tion, the Transvaal Government thought 
they were justified in acting upon the 
principle adopted by Lord Salisbury in 
this country, and, certainly, in what they 
did there was no breach of the Convention. 
If the delegates of the Transvaal Govern- 
ment had thought that a new Colonial 
Secretary would come in who would differ 
from Lord Derby, they weuld probably 
have signed the Convention. 


Mr. CHAMBERLAIN: I wish they 
had. 
Dr. CLARK said that the promise 


made to the delegates 
was that of complete self-government, 
and abolition of all the conditions in the 
Treaty of Pretoria, except one—that no 
Treaty should be entered into which was 
contrary to the interests of this eountry 
or its colonies in South Africa. He hoped 
that during the 





of the Transvaal | 


tecess all these questions | 


which had caused irritation would pass | 


away, and that this Government would 
carry out the principle laid down by its 
predecessors—to refer to arbitration any 
question of dispute as to the interpreta- 
tionsof the London Convention. 


Tyr UNDER SECRETARY or STATE | 


ror WAR (Mr. Broprick, Surrey, Guild- 
ford) said that the Government had been 
asked to reconsider the sentences passed 
upon the Jameson officers with regard to 
the deprivation of theix commissions. 
There was nothing further from the desire 
of the Government than to press heavily 
on those ofticers—[cheers] 
doubt, been in error, but who had erred 
honestly, and perhaps in the belief that 
they were doing a public service. [Ceers. | 
But when his hen. Friend said that the 
Report of the Committee was eloquent in 
these officers’ favour, he must remind | 
him that it did not go to the extent of 
recommending the restoration of their | 
commissions. The hon. Member said that | 
the evidence pointed to the ofticers 
having received orders in the ordinary 
course of their duties. There were 13 
offieers involved, of whom eight were dis- 
charged because they had not been con- 
cerned in fitting out the expedition and 
‘only obeyed orders given at the last | 
‘moment. . But. the.rex:. ing five were | 


Dr. Clark. 





| doubt 
who had, no | 


|they were permitted to resign, 


| advantages 












| 
| 
| 
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found guilty of being prominently con- 
nected with the preparations for, and 
fitting out of, the expedition, and with 
inducing others to join it. It was true 
that Sir John Willoughby alone had Dr. 
Jameson’s entire confidence ; but there 
vas every evidence that the other four 
knew perfectly well on what business 
they were engaged weeks before the ex- 
pedition started. Colonel Grey and 
Captain Coventry told the men that they 
were not going by the Queen’s order, but 
to establish the supremacy of the Queen’s 
flag in South Africa ; and there was every 
evidence that the five officers concerned 
were all aware of the circumstances and 
under what possible penalties they would 
engage in this expedition. [* Hear, 
hear!”|] If there were any doubt what- 
ever as to the circumstances in which they 
started, that doubt was resolved by the 
fact that messengers from the High Com- 
missioner overtook the expedition, and 
handed letters, not to one, but to several 
of the officers, directing them to return 
immediately, and warning them that the 
attack upon a friendly State was repu- 
diated by Her Majesty’s Government, and 
that if they continued they were render- 
ing themselves liable to severe penalties. 
[ Hear, hear! ”] The Government could 
not get away from that. Men who went 
forward in the face of declarations of that 
kind went forward at their own risk. 
Looking at the matter solely from the 
point of view of military discipline and 
efficieney, it was impossible for the Govy- 
ernment to come to any other conclusion 
than that at which they had arrived ; and 
nothing had happened to cause them to 
the justice of that conclusion. 
[“ Hear, hear!”] The extreme penalty 
had not been inflicted on these officers. 
They might have been cashiered ; but 
taking 
and such other 
as attached to officers leaving 
Ifer Majesty’ s service. It had been said 
that these officers had been doubly 
punished, but every professional man 
convicted by a court of law must undergo 
a double punishment—it could not be 
avoided. As to Sir John Willoughby’s 
letter to the War Office, drafted by his 
solicitor, and stating that his officers had 
acted in the genuine belief that the Gov- 
ernment did not disapprove of the ex- 
pedition, Sir John Willoughby explained 
to the Committee: that the -letter was 


with them the retired pay 
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‘written merely with the’ object of post- 
poning the taking away of their commis- 
sions. He had no solid foundation for | 
his statements, and Dr. Jameson repu- 
diated the drafting of the letter. These 


ofiicers had been engaged for many weeks | 
They had | 
warned the men that they were not going | 


in preparing the expedition. 


by Queen’s orders. Colonel Grey had 
been warned by Mr. Newton. Messengers 
handed to them orders to return ; and, in 
face of all this, these officers—believing 
that they were doing some public service, 
and acting, no doubt, 
but mistaken motives, disobeyed all the 
orders given to, them, and went forward 
on this unfortunate expedition. [** Hear, 
hear!” |] The position of the Govern- 
ment was this. 
press hardly on these officers, or to take 


any step which could be considered vin- | 


dictive. 


ut so far from these officers 
being punished for obeying military 
orders and doing their duty, they were 


punished for acting in a manner not in 
accordance with their military duty ; and 
the Government could not go back on the 
conclusion at which they had 


[“ Hear, hear! ”] 


On the return of Mr. 
the usual interval, 


SPEAKER after 


Mr. HENRY BROADHURST (Leices- | 
ter) said he thought the nation would | 
approve of the refusal to fully pardon | 
the officers engaged in the Jameson raid. 
His experience was that there was a 
strong feeling in favour of more severe 
measures being dealt out to these eallant 
officers ; they had been guilty of a grave 
act of illegality, and ought to be made 
to suffer warning to others. He 
ventured again to press upon the Under 
Secretary for Foreign Affairs the case of 
Mr. Ben Tillet. He hoped the Under 
Secretary for Foreign Affairs would be 
able to assure the House that this appeal 


as a 


to the Belgian Government would not be 
allowed to go by the board, and that he 
would continue to urge on the Belgian 
Government the necessity of coming to 
a settlement because it was urgent, for 
the time had long passed when full satis- 
faction should be given for this outrage 
on a British subject. 
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from honourable | 


They did not desire to | 


arrived. | 
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Toe UNDER SECRETARY or 
STATE ror FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
(Mr. Curzon, Lancashire, Southport) 
\said there had been no delay, as 
\the hon. Member seemed to think, 
with reference to the case: of Mr. 


Tillett. Certainly there had been no 
delay for which the Government was re- 
-sponsible. At the earliest possible 
moment, finding that the Belgian Gov- 
/ernment did not take the same view as 
the English Foreign Office of the gravity 
of the case, the British Government 
pressed upon them the desirability of re- 
ferring it to arbitration. An agreement 
for arbitration was drawn up, and a 
French jurist of the highest eminence was 
agreed upon, and the only further step 
before arbitration could take place was 
the ratification of the agreement by the 
Belgian Chamber. He saw by the news- 
| papers that the matter was before the 
3eloian Chamber yesterday, but, for some 
reason which was not explained, a 
quorum was not present. He had no 
|doubt however, that the temporary poli- 
| tical difficulty with Belgium would soon 
be overcome. At any rate he could 
assure the hon. Gentleman that the 
/matter would continue to receive the 
| consideration to which, in the opinion of 
the Government, it was entitled. 

*Mr. LEONARD COURTNEY (Corn- 
wall, Bodmin) said he did not rise to con- 
tinue the discussion on African affairs. 
He had the privilege of saying what he 
| had to say on the subject last week , and 
he had nothing to add to or retract from 
what he then said. But he desired for 
a few moments to refer to matters of 
extreme importance whieh occurred re- 
cently—he meant the denunciation by 
Her Majesty’s Government of the com- 
mercial treaties between this country 
and Germany and Belgium. He did not 
in the least dispute the policy or neces- 
sity for the action of the Government in 
this respect. It could be abundantly 
shown that the step was one they could 
not do otherwise than adopt. But this 
step had been made the subject of much 
comment in foreign countries, especially 
Germany and Franee, who had built up, 
on a simple and natural action, a con- 
clusion entirely unwarranted by the.ac- 
tion itself; and he thought it desirable 
they should taka the opportunity, befere 
the House separated, of discussing ex- 
)actly what had been done, and expressing 
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a caveat upon the extraordinary deduc- 
tions which had been founded upon that 
action. They had been indulged in 
mainly in Berlin and Paris, but had not 
been confined to those capitals. He ob- 
served that the British Empire Trade 
League had passed a resolution that the 
denunciation of these treaties was a step 
towards the attainment of the object that 
league had in view. The Canadian Par- 
liament, at the instance of the Canadian 
Ministry, had approved of legislation 
under which they proposed to admit 
goods from this country at a lower rate 
than similar goods from other countries. 
They held that this was entirely within 
their right, and not inconsistent with the 
treaty engagements into which Her Ma- 
jesty’s Government had entered. The 
Canadian Government made an elaborate 
argument to show that these treaties with 
other countries did not or could not extend 
to Canada. Her Majesty’s Government 
had been advised that the covenants 
in the treaties that had been de- 
nounced extended to Canada, and the 
action of the Canadian Government 
could not be supported consistently 
with the treaties, and therefore the Cana- 
dian Government said, “Either we are 
free from the obligation of the treaties 
or we must claim we must be made free 
by the denunciation of the treaty.” The 
Government had denounced the treaty 
and had taken steps to give the Canadian 
Government the freedom they desired. 
The action of the Government had simply 
been to enlarge the freedom of the Do- 
minion of Canada to adopt what fiscal 
policy it pleased. It was simply a step 
towards freedom and nothing more. 
Those who had had this matter under 
ccrsideration had long recognised that it 
would be absolutely necessary to yield 
to the colonies that fiscal freedom which 
the Canadian Government was the first 
to demand. The Canadian Government 
asked for freedom to admit the goods 
of this country at lower duties than the 
duties imposed on similar goods from 
other countries. But a few years ago 
there was a strong party movement in 
Canada in favour of promoting almost 
complete fiscal freedom between the 
United States and Canada. But that 


could not be accomplished without differ- 
ential duties as between goods imported 
from the United States and goods im- 
ported from this and other European 


Mr. Leonard Courtney. 
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countries. This step towards the fiscal 
freedem of the colonies was a step rather 
tcwards disintegration than integration, 
towards separation rather than combina- 
tion. Other steps might follow, but the 
action of the Government in denouncing 
the treaties with Germany and France 
was simply a step towards the fiscal liber- 
ation of our colonies. As a free trader 
he was never much in favour of commer- 
cial treaties with other countries. The 
excuse for them was that we bound our- 
selves to nothing under them which we 
sheuld not observe without them. Never 
in any treaty had there been a covenant 
which did not express the policy of 
this country quite independently of 
treaty, and the “most favoured” 
nation clause was simply an_ ex- 
pression of the principles of free trade 
which we should act upon, and he 
hoped would continue to act upon, with- 
out a treaty as well as with one. His 
object in rising was mainly if not en- 
tirely to enter a caveat against the hypo- 
thesis which had been built up on the. 
step Her Majesty’s Government had 
taken. We were not committed to any 
further action. If it was thought we were 
entering on a step which would involvo 
a battle of tariffs against free trade, or 
other startling developments, the impres- 
| sion was due to insufficient knowledge 
\of the working of our Constitution to 
| suppose that such a step could be taken 
| without the country and Parliament 
being agreeable, and supporting and ap- 
proving of the step. He did not suppose 
our Government would recommend pre- 
ferential treatment of our colonies. It 
would involve grave questions which 
could not be settled without considerable 
struggle and excitement. It would be 
impossible for a Parliament such as the 
present to abandon what had _ been 
the policy of half a century and enter 
on a policy of Protection, hostile 
tariffs, and preferential treatment with- 
out an excited controversy in the country. 
There was another point to which he 
should like to refer. He did not quite 
know how matters stood in Canada at this 
moment. The Canadian Parliament had 
passed a Customs and Revenue Bill em- 
bodying the principle of giving a rebate 
of duty of 124 per cent. on goods coming 
from this country as compared with those 
from other countries. He also understood 
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of opinion that this provision was in con- 
flict with the covenants and treaties with 
France, Germany, and Belgium. That 
being so, had the Act which had passed 
the Canadian Legislature received the 
assent of the Crown, or if it had not, what 
was being done by Canada? Germany 
had protested against German goods 
being placed in a less advantageous posi- 
tion than British goods. Germany might 
take action of some sort or another 
against the proceedings which would be 
adopted under the Act that had just been 
passed by Canada. What was proposed 
to be done in respect of the complaint 
that German goods were to be exposed, 
under the Dominion Act, on their intro- 
duction to Canada, to a higher rate of 
duty than that to which British goods 
would be exposed? Should we undertake 
to make good the loss which would have 
been so porter, 
and thus uphold treaties to which we were 
pledged, or were we to call upon the 
Canadian Government to provide funds 
for doing so, or what would be done 
during the twelve months that the treaties 
would yet remain in force with the view 
to providing that the importers of the 
countries that were parties to the treaties 
should have their goods received in 
Canada on the same terms as British 
goods? He did not raise this matter in 
any controversial spirit, but there were 
certain obscure points in connection with 
it, and this would be the last opportunity 
they should have of raising the question 
again for several months. It was obvious 
that the subject might give rise to very 
considerable matters of interest and im- 
portance between this country and Bel- 
gium and Germany. If Germany insisted 
upon her rights under treaty, which we 
acknowledged, how were those rights to 
be observed concurrently with the action 
the Canadian Government had taken in 
imposing preferential duties? 

Lorn HUGH CECIL (Greenwich), 
prompted by the sense of duty which 
Members of the House owed to cases of 
individual justice and injustice, ventured 
to intervene for a very few moments to 
support what had been said by his hon. 
and learned Friend on the subject of the 
officers who were concerned in the raid. 
It was, indeed, a most significant fact, 
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which he was sure would not be lost upon 
the Government, that a prominent mem- 
ber of the Committee which had been in- 
quiring into South African affairs should 
hold the opinion which the hon. and 
learned Gentleman had expressed. That 
was a matter of very grave importance, 
and ought to weigh with the Government 
in a way not dissimilar to that in which 
the opinion of a Judge on a criminal trial 
had influence with the Home Secretary. 
[ Hear, hear!”] He need not say that 
he did not in the least degree sympathise 
with some of the speeches which had been 
delivered in regard to this matter. His 
point of view was as opposite as possible 
to that of the hon. Baronet the Member 
for Cockermouth, in none of whose appre- 
hensions he shared. He approached the 
subject as a most hearty supporter of the 
policy of the Government as disclosed in 
the Colonial Secretary’s great speech of 
a few nights ago. That speech appeared 
to him a most statesmanlike and most 
eloquent vindication of the position of 
the Government, and it was because he 
thought that the decision—he hoped the 
temporary decision—of the Government 
in regard to the commissions of these 
officers seemed to be out of symmetry 
with that policy and discordant with it 
that he ventured to press upon the Gov- 
ernment the desirability of acting up to 
the very righteous and proper line they 
took on that occasion and pressing it 
home to its logical consequences. [“‘ Hear, 
hear!”] What was the position in which 
the officers stood? The right hon. Gentle- 
man the Under Secretary for War said 
he had no doubt they had been animated 
by zeal for the public service. [“‘ Hear, 
hear!”] He should have thought that 
conceded the whole point. Were they 
going for ever to banish from the service 
of the Queen officers whose only fault was 
having been animated by an exaggerated 
and perhaps ill-directed zeal for the public 
service? [Cheers.| Let them examine a 
little more in detail the kind of case set 
up for withholding the commission from 
these officers. Among the criticisms of 
Mr. Rhodes which were made in the Re- 
port of the Committee was that he led 
the subordinates to believe that his 
plans were approved by their superiors. 
(Hear, hear!”] Thus these officers en- 
gaged as they thought properly, but as 
hon. Members considered improperly, in 
the carrying out of these plans by the 
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raid. He thought they had no informa- 
tion whatever before they started that the 


Government did not approve of their pro- | 


ceedings—[“ hear, hear!” ]—and it was 
in these circumstances that they found 
themselves actually engaged in the under- 
taking. Was it suggested that any per- 
son who was not beneath contempt would 
have retired at such a moment? [Cheers. | 
What would have been said of them, had 
they done so, on their return to Cape 
Town or Great Britain?) The man who 
had so retired would have been told that 
he was a coward who left his friends in 
a critical moment. of extreme difficulty. 
[Cheers.| Could he have urged that he 
received orders and came home because 
there was going to be a battle in a few 
hours? [Cheers.] He was quite sure that 
not. all the approbation the War Office 
could have given him could have com- 
pensated him for the shame that would 
have overtaken him in that case. 
[Cheers.| He was convinced that the 
War Office would have expressed no ap- 
probation whatever, and that they would 


never encourage and promote an officer 


who would have been guilty of such an 
act. [Cheers.| Was it not, then, better 
to face the situation and say that these 
officers had acted over-zealously, that they 
rushed in where they ought to have re- 
frained, but that the error was one of a 
generous nature—the error of those who 
in the day of real struggle would be 
among the most valuable servants of 
the Queen and country? [Cheers.] 
The principal offenders, whose offences 
were infinitely greater, were pardoned 
and an act of oblivion was being passed 
on the whole transaction. Were we to 
leave out of account the courage and 
admirable qualities of these men in the 
position they held end whose only fault 
was that, animated by patriotic motives 
and misled as to the attitude of the 
Imperial Government, they acted hastily 
in what they regarded as the interest 
of the public service? [‘‘ Hear, hear! ”] 
They. had heen convicted under the 
Foreign Enlistment Act, but it was very 
doubtful indeed if the whole facts as 
now known had been before the Court 
any conviction would have taken place. 
It would be a good thing if the Govern- 
ment made inquiry of the Lord Chief 
Justice on the point, for it had the 





greatest possible weight on the matter. | 


After all, it should be remembered we 
Lord Hugh Cecil. 
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| were not to judge this as a strict matter 
of Jaw or even of justice, but from the 
point of view of wise and statesmanlike 
mercy. Were these men to be shut out 
for ever from their professional prospects, 
the charge against them being no more 
than that he had stated? He hoped 
even now the Government would think 
that these officers had been sufficiently 
punished. [‘ Hear, hear!”] They had 
endured imprisonment and had been 
deprived of a long term of service. The 
Government might not think that the 
punishment had been sufficient, but he 
hoped as the months went by the Govern- 
ment would not lose sight of the question 
with a view to extending to these, the 
humbler offenders, the mercy extended 
to others. [‘ Hear, hear!” 

THe SECRETARY or STATE ror 
tne COLONIES (Mr. J. CoamMBertatn, 
Birmingham, W.): In reference to what 
has just fallen from the noble Lord, I 
must point out that the matter concerns 
the discipline of the Army, with which 
the Colonial Office, therefore, has nothing 
to do, and I am unable to add anything 
to that which had been said by my right 
hon. Friend, the Under Secretary for 
War. Iam sure we have listened with 
pleasure, as we always do, to the exposi- 
tion of political economy and declaration 
of the true doctrines of free trade from 


my right hon. Friend the Member 
for Bodmin; but even with the 
advantage of his exposition I am 
not quite sure of the object of his 


lengthy statement. I gather, however, 
that he had two things in view—hedesired 
to make an answer to comments in foreign 
and other newspaper correspondence and 
to the resolution passed by the Empire 
League, and to give a warning to the 
Government. Now, as regards the re- 
solution of the Empire League, it was 
simply congratulatory to the Government, 
and in the congratulation my right hon. 
Friend shares, and, if so, I think it was 
unnecessary to deliver a long speech on 
,the subject. As to the newspaper corre- 
spondence, I think my right hon. Friend 
would be well advised to allow it to rest 
where it is. My right hon. Friend 
introduced somé remarks to which I am 
inclined to take exception. He laid it 
down that if Canada had proceeded to 
make arrangements with a foreign 
Government by which differential duties 
would-be imposed on. the mother country 
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then, as a matter of course, the mother 
country would have had to submit. Now, 
I do not think that the most enthusiastic 
freetrader ever laid that down as the 
policy of this country,.and I repudiate it 
altogether. I am happy to say it never 
has been the policy of the representative 
Government of any colony, though it may 
have been advocated by some politicians ; 
but there are, as we know, politicians 
who will advocate anything. [Lawghter. | 
We must not judge the policy of a country 
by the views of individual politicians. 
But it is, I think, a most undesirable 
thing that a politician in the position 
of my right hon. Friend should, as it 
were, hold out an invitation to a colony 
to take a step which would be certainly 
most unpatriotic, coupling it with an 
assurance that there would be no objec- 
tion on the part of this country. A step 
of that kind would be a step that must 
lead to further and very important 
results—results I am convinced not 
desired by the colonies of this country. 
[“ Hear, hear!” ] My right hon. Friend 
referred to the denunciation of treaties, 
as it is termed—that is to say, our 
withdrawal from them. At the confer- 
ence which took place between the 
colonial Premiers and myself various 
resolutions were passed. I regret it has 
not been possible to obtain printed copies 
of the report of the proceedings of the 


conference in time for this discussion, | 


but I may say that one of the resolutions 
passed unanimously by the Premiers was 
as follows: ‘The Premiers of the self- 
governing colonies unanimously and 
earnestly recommend the denunciation at 


the earliest convenient time of any treaty | 


now hampering the commercial relations 
between Great Britain and her colonies.” 
| Cheers. | This was the unanimous wish 
of all the self-governing colonies, and it 
was accompanied by a most important 
and 
this :—‘‘ That, in the hope of improving 


the trade relations between the mother | 
country and her colonies, the Premiers | 
present undertake to confer with their | 


colleagues with view to seeing 
whether such a result would be properly 
secured by preference given by the 
colonies to the products of Great 
Britain.” [Cheers.] On receipt of these 
resolutions the Government decided to 
withdraw their adherence to the treaties, 
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significant resolution, which was) 
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| but this was not done upon any represen- 
tation of the Law Officers. It is true 

that the Law Officers of the Canadian 
Government considered that they were 

entitled to give preference to the mother 

country without infringing these treaties, 

and this was referred to our Law Officers. 

The Canadian Government asked that 

they should be represented before the 

Law Officers gave a decision, and that 

demand, though an exceptional and un- 

precedented one, was acceded to, the Law 

Officers thinking that the situation was 

unprecedented and exceptional. Accord- 

ingly, up to the present time no decision 

has been given on that point, and until 

a decision is given whether the resolution 

of the Parliament of Canada does infringe 

these treaties it will be premature to 

discuss the possible difficulties that might 

arise from this situation, and which no 

doubt, we shall meet when they do arise. 

*Mr. COURTNEY asked if any objec- 


tion had been taken ? 
Mr. CHAMBERLAIN : No objection 


has been taken on this side. The matter 
comes to us in the shape of a resolution, 
and I hardly suppose that it will be 
followed by legislation. I do not speak 
with certainty, but, in any case, the 
resolution comes immediately into force, 
and British goods are receiving the 
advantage of 12) percent. My right 
hon. Friend observed that this was a step 
towards freedom, and, he went on to say, 
towards separation. 
*Mr. COURTNEY said it might be. 
Mr. CHAMBERLAIN: I © will 
venture to say it is not a step towards 
separation. In all legislative action the 
}intention must be looked to, and the 
intention of the colonies is distinctly 
against separation; the intention 
expressed by the Prime Minister, who 
|has the chief honour in this new legisla- 
tion ; the intention is to show gratitude 
'to the mother country and to give proof 
of the loyalty of the colonies. [Cheers.| 
In this sense it is intended, and I can 
see no reason for the anticipations of my 
‘right hon. Friend that this might be a 
step in the direction of disintegration. 
I think it is quite unnecessary for me to 
|follow my right hon. Friend’s argument 
ias to the principles of free trade. I 
|agree with him that this is not the time 
| to defend or attack them. Our intention 
,is that the colonies should be enabled to 
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deal with us on preferential terms if so 
disposed, and to enable the resolution 
passed by Canada to be carried into 
offect. Then I turn to other subjects 
sonnected with the Colonial Department 
which have been raised during this 
Debate, and to two speeches which have 
some points of resemblance—the speeches 
from the hon. Baronet the Member for 
Cockermouth and the hon. Member for 
Caithness. The latter has complained 
that time was not given for the discussion 
of the Colonial Office Vote, and in his 
characteristic way of putting simple facts 
into rather offensive language the hon. 
Gentleman said the Government had 
postponed the Vote under various pre- 
tences, insinuating that the Government 
had desired the postponement of the 
Vote, and on various pretences secured 
their object. The hon. Member knows 
perfectly well that was not so. He 
knows that under the new plan in regard 
to the business of Supply—a plan which 
has worked with satisfaction to the vast 
majority of the House—the Government 
place themselves in the hands of the 
Opposition as to the order in which 
Votes shall be taken, and practically we 
express no opinion on the matter. We 
ascertain as far as possible what is the 
general desire of the House, and if it has 
happened that the Colonial Vote has been 
postponed that is only because other 
hon. Gentlemen do not share the 
intense desire of the hon. Member for 
Caithness to defend the Transvaal 
Government and to prove that they are 
always in the right and Great Britain 
always in the wrong. { Laughter.) Really 
the two speeches have one point in 
common, that they are belated. It is 
perfectly evident that they were prepared 
and intended to be delivered in the 
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On that occasion the Leaders of the Oppo- 
sition expressed their opinion and I 
expressed mine, and I have nothing to 
add. The hon. Member for Caithness is 
more Boer than the Boers. Session after 
Session he comes downand makes speeches 
in favour of the Transvaal Government. 
According to him a more perfect and a 
more virtuous Government never existed, 
and it is infamously treated by the 
British Government, no matter whether 
it be a Liberal or a Unionist Government. 
It is the victim of oppression, and is 
deserving of the sympathy of this House. 
Generally and broadly, I differ from 
every word the hon. Gentleman said. 
I differ from his facts, I dispute his con- 
clusions, and T do not agree with his 
arguments. [Cheers and  laughter.| 
There is one point to which he referred 
on which I must say a few words. He 
went at length into a discussion of the 
two Dispatches sent to the Transvaal 
Government in May last, which com- 
plained of the Transvaal Government for 
certain breaches of the Convention and 
also for certain other proceedings which 
appeared to be intended to whittle away 
that Convention. The hon. Gentleman 
declared his unbiased opinion that none 
of these things constitute a breach of the 
Convention. I know the hon. Gentle- 
man belongs to a learned profession, but 
I do not think it is the profession of the 
law, and, under these circumstances, I 
prefer the opinion of the Law Officers of 
the Cape Colony, supported by the Law 
Officers of the Crown to any ex parte 
opinion which he may give in favour of 
ithe Transvaal. The opinion of the Law 
| Officers of the Crown was the opinion 
‘upon which we acted in sending these 
| Dispatches. I am not going to argue 
the matter now, because fortunately all 
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debate on the Report of the South Africa | necessity for it has been removed. The 
Committee. I sympathise with both hon. | Transvaal Government, yielding, as I 
Gentlemen, and especially with the hon.| think, very wisely to argument and 


saronet the Member for Cockermouth. | persuasion, have already repealed the 
It is said there is no question more) Aliens’ Immigration Act, whicn was 
unpleasant than to be suffering from|declared to be a breach of the 
what the French call discowrs manqué.|Convention, and have agreed to re- 
| Laughter.| He prepared a speech he|consider the Aliens’ Expulsion Law, 
was unable to deliver on the occasion for | which was not declared to be a breach 
which it was prepared, and I rejoice that | of the Convention, but the administration 
he has found opportunity for relief on | of which, it was pointed out, might easily 
the present occasion. But I will not be| become a breach of the Convention. As 
drawn into a re-discussion of matters |regards the notification of treaties, we 
finally settled in the Debate on the}are in negotiation with them on the 
Rep it of the South Africa Committee. | subject, and I have very little doubt that 
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a satisfactory arrangement will be come 
to. There I should have sat down but 
for one observation of the hon. Gentle- 
man, to which I think it is necessary to 
reply in order that there should be no 
misunderstanding. The hon. Member 
invites me to say that if any difliculty 
arises in regard to the Convention, Her 
Majesty’s Government will, as their 
predecessors did, submit the difference to 
arbitration, and to the arbitration of a 
foreign Power. It would be a marvellous 
thing, if it were a true statement of the 
case, that the late Government had sub- 
mitted the terms of a Convention between 
the suzerain and the subordinate Power 
to the arbitration of a foreign Power. 
That would have been «a most extra- 
ordinary thing if the late Government 
had done it, but they never did it. 
What was submitted to arbitration was 
not the interpretation of the Convention, 
but some of the details by which effect 
should be given to it. That was sub- 
mitted to the decision of the Chief 
Justice of the Free State, and his decision 
was perfectly satisfactory to this country. 
I do not believe that the hon. Gentleman 
can find a precelent anywhere for any 
such proposal as he has put forward on 
behalf of the Transvaal, and which the 
Transvaal Government have put forward 
on their own behalf without the slightest 
hope of its being accepted by Her 
Majesty's Government. I do not think 
he can find the slightest precedent for 
suggesting that in a matter of this kind 
«a breach of a Convention made when 
Her Majesty’s Government surrendered 
their rights and granted upon conditions 
the independence of the Transvaal 
should be submitted to any foreign State. 
[ Cheers. | 

Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON 
(Dundee) said he did not care one button 
for the Transvaal Republic or for any 
other foreign nation. (Jinisterial cheers. | 
He was one of those who believed that 
there was no country in the world which 
would not be better off for being brought 
under the rule of the British House of 
Commons. {Ministerial laughter.) There 
was one sentence in the speech which the 
Colonial Secretary delivered on Monday 
as to which he should want some explana- 
tion, not from the right hon. Gentleman 
himself, but from some other Member of 
the Government. The most important 
statement in that Debate was that which 
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the right hon. Gentleman made at the 
conclusion of his speech, and which there 
had been no opportunity of discussing 
until now. He might say, before 
developing that point, that he entirely 
sympathised with the conclusions of the 
noble Lord the Member for Greenwich, 
with reference to the punishment inflicted 
on the officers. He thought these com- 
paratively humble instruments of this 
policy had been punished, not in excess 
of their demerits, but out of proportion 
to the treatment awarded to those whe 
were their principals. It was odious 
and disgusting to every man with a sense 
of justice that these ollicers should be 
twice punished by the State—first by a 
sentence of a Court of law, and secondly 
by the administrative act of the War 
Department which deprived them of 
their commissions. He thought that 
the Colonial Secretary’s relations with 
the South Africa Committee had, in 
many respects, been unfortunate. He 
thought it was a pity that he sat as a 
member of the Committee. No doubt 
he was forced to do it, but knowing what 
they knew now he thought it was a pity 
the right hon. Gentleman yielded to the 
pressure put uponhim. They knew now, 
by his own admission, that on that 
Committee the right hon. Gentleman held 
a three-fold capacity. TfLe was a member 
otf the Committee—in that respect he was 
a judge; he was head of the Colonial 
Department—in that respect he was a 
necessary witness ; and he was accused, 
because charges were made against him 
by Mr. Rhodes and his friends. 

Mr. G. WYNDHAM (Dover) aske:l 
the hon. Member to quote any public 
document or any evidence to that effect ! 

Mr. E. ROBERTSON said there were 
Mr. Rhodes’s organs in the Press ; 
Mr. Rhodes’s agents undoubtedly, and 
the Committee itself, had found that 
certain documents had been used for 
creating the impression that the right 
hon. Gentleman was concerned in this 
undertaking. A year or more ago, 
when the House appointed this Com- 
mittee, the Colonial Secretary knew 
that he was in this position, but the 
House of Commons and the country did 
not know. 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN: The hon, 
Jaronet the Member for Cockermouth 
objected to my appointment on that 
ground, 
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Mr. E. ROBERTSON | said 
country was not aware of the charges 


which were the basis of the accusations | 


against him; but whether that was so 
or not, knowing the capacity in which 
he would have to come before that Com- 
mittee, he thought it was a matter of 
deep regret that he consented to accept 
a seat upon it. What was the right 
hon. Gentleman’s deliberate statement 
to the House on the Committee’s Report ! 
He stated in his speech on Monday 
night that “there has been nothing 
proved, and, in my opinion, there exists 
nothing ”— 

*Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order! The 
hon. Member wili not be entitled to take 
this opportunity of replying to a speech 
made in a _ previous Debate in this 
House. He is entitled to discuss the 
policy of the right hon. Gentleman as 
head of the Colonial Department, but 
not his conduct in the Committee, nor 
is he entitled to reply to the speech made 
by him on Monday evening. 

Mr. E. ROBERTSON said 


going to ask for an explanation from 
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the ; the Committee. 


he was | 


other members of the Government as to| 


the declaration made by the right hon. 
Gentleman at the close of the Debate 
on Monday evening, in which he said 
that nothing had been proved, and 


that there existed nothing which in 
any way affected the position of 
Mr. Rhodes as a man of honour. 


Now, what was it that the right hon. 
Gentieman himself and the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer had declared? They 
declared that Mr. Rhodes had deceived 
the High Commissioner, his colleagues in 
the Cape Government— 

Tue CHANCELLOR or tHe EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir Micnart Hicks Beacu, 
Bristol, W.) rising to order, submitted 
that if the hon. Member was going at 
length into the Report of the Committee, 
and to found charges upon it more or 
less affecting Her Majesty’s Government, 
it would be necessary in fairness for him 
to ask to contravene the ruling Mr. 
Speaker had just laid down. 

*Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. Member 
is not entitled to discuss the action or 
findings of the Committee ; he must con- 
fine himself to discussing matters that 
could be raised on the Votes. 

Mr. E. ROBERTSON said he 


Was 


not attempting to discuss the Report of 


' tically remained unchanged. 


| fairness 





360 


The right hon. Gentle- 
man declared that nothing found by the 
Committee was inconsistent with Mr. 
Rhodes’s position as a man of honour. 
He wished to know whether that state- 
ment expressed the policy of Her 
Majesty's Government, or was it made 
with the assent, previously obtained, of 
Her Majesty’s Government. The right 
hon. Gentleman had also said he was not 
going to attempt in any way to punish 
Mr. Rhodes—a declaration which he 
thought would produce a painful im- 
pression on the public mind. He deeply 
regretted that the end of this discussion 
should be so unsatisfactory, because it 
was calculated to perpetuate, both at 
home and abroad, the painful and dele- 
terious impressions which at present 
prevailed. 


(Appropriation) Bill. 


PENRHYN DISPUTE. 


*Mr. WILLIAM JONES (Carnarvon, 
Aricn) called attention to the position 
of the Board of Trade with reference to 


QUARRY 


the Penrhyn Quarry dispute. The 
House would recollect that at the 
beginning of the Session he drew 
attention to the fact that the men 
had placed themselves unreservedly in 
the hands of the Board of Trade. Lord 


Penrhyn, however, had steadily refused 
to permit any outside intervention in the 
uittter, and therefore the situation prac- 
There had 
been two conferences between Lord Pen- 
rbyn and the men ; but these had proved 
quite abortive. He would ask whether 
it was possible for the parties to arrive 
at an understanding unless the spirit of 
and temper prevailed 
duving their negotiations. At one of the 
conferences the head manager of the 
quarry shouted -across the table to the 
leaders of the men, “It is a lie.” He 
knew that the manager was the more 
wealthy, but he ventured to say that 
leaders of the men were the 
more gentlemanly. [ Hear, hear!” | 
it was the question of management that 
was preventing a true and equitable 
solution of the difficulty being arrived 
at. Lord Penrhyn had protested against 
any form of combination that sought to 
interfere with the management. The 
leaders of the men and the men 
themselves in mass meetings had per- 
sisted in maintaining that interference 


wood 


the 
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with the management was not at all 
implied in the right of combination for 
which they stood. The combination 
they asked for was of the most modest 


kind, being merely in order to bring | 
the grievances of their fellow-workmen | 


before the management. ‘“ The difference 
as regards words,” said The T'imes cor- 
respondent, who had taken upon himself 
to be the mouthpiece of Lord Penrhyn, 
“may appear small, but in fact is deep 
and serious.” Now, for 11 months this 
dispute had,gone on, and the behaviour of 
the men during that time had been most 
exemplary. [Ministerial cheers.) Mr. 
Justice Ridley, in addressing the grand 
jury at Carnarvon Assizes on June 4, 
stated that the absence of crime in the 
counties he had already visited was a 
cause for congratulating them. “It is 
more so still,” he continued, 


“jin Carnarvonshire, where for several months 
hundreds if not thousands, of workmen have 
been out of work. I had hoped to be able to 
congratulate the jury on the termination of this 
dispute, into the merits of which I will not 
enter and of which I am not competent to speak. 
But, although it has continued so for many 
months, it is a pleasure to see there is not a 
trace or sign of it on the calendar.” 


[*Hear, hear!”] That was owing to 
the high moral and religious cha- 
racter of these men. But there might 
a strain on that moral character 
which would lead to serious conse- 
quences. He hoped not. It was sad 
to contemplate the stupendous one- 
man power which seemed to brood over 
and control the destinies of thousands of 
families among the most peace-loving and 
law-abiding citizens in the realm. The 
men were firm enough and received sup- 
port enough to prolong the struggle for 
an indefinite period. According to 7'he 
Times correspondent, who was in the 
secret of Lord Penrhyn and his manage- 
ment, ‘* Lord Penrhyn holds it must be 
fought out to the bitter end.” In the 
interest of home life and the community 
at large in North Wales, was it wise to 
let this continue? He appealed to the 
President of the Board of Trade, who had 
behaved most courteously and kindly, 
whether the Government could not induce 
Lord Penrhyn to accept a conciliator, or, 
better still, an arbitrator who would hold 
a just balance and endeavour to arrive at 
a real solution of the difficulty and bring 
an unhappy dispute to a peaceful close. 


rae 


be 
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;A better and nobler work could not 
| possibly mark what ought to be the true 
'and inward spirit of the Diamond Jubilee 
|of the Queen. [Cheers. ] 

Toe PRESIDENT or tut BOARD or 
| TRADE (Mr. C. T. Rirceui, Croydon) 
bore testimony to the moderate and con- 
|ciliatory spirit which the hon. Member 
‘had invariably shown in his treatment of 
‘this question. The history of the dispute 
| was well known to the House, and it was 
| also known that the Board of Trade had 
| cudeavoured to bring about a meeting 
Lord 
Penrhyn, in the exercise of what un- 
doubtedly was his just rights, declined to 
countenance any outside interference on 
the ground that it was a matter which 
affected him and his workpeople only. 
He was glad to say that this had not 
been the attitude taken up generally with 
regard to disputes between employer and 
employed. Since the passing of the Con- 
ciliation Act there had been a large 
number of applications for the interven- 
tion of the Board of Trade both from em- 
ployers and employed, and he was glad 
to think that the action of the Board of 
Trade had been, with one or two excep- 
tions, of such a character as to secure the 
settlement of disputes on terms satis- 
factory to both parties. He confessed 
that he had been in great hopes that the 
meetings which were held between Lord 
Penrhyn and his workmen might result 
in a satisfactory settlement, but unfor- 
tunately this had not been the case. 
Without discussing the points in dispute 
which led to the non-success of these 
meetings, he thought that Lord Penrhyn 
did make certain concessions of a valuable 
character to the men. Lord Penrhyn was 
not able to meet the men entirely, and 
his impression was that if there had been 
some fair-minded person present, or some 
conciliator, the result of these meetings 
would have been more satisfactory than 
they were. Lord Penrhyn stated that he 
was prepared to consider points other 
than the one great point of the inter- 
ference with the management of the 
quarry. On the other hand the men re- 
pudiated any intention to interfere with 
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in order to arrive at a settlement. 
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the management; and this being the! 
view of the two parties to the quarrel | 
there was now some ground for hoping | 
that some arrangements or agreement | 


might be arrived at. It was impossible 
for the Board of Trade to propose to 
Lord Penrhyn, or to his workmen, any- 


thing in the nature of intervention at the , 


present moment. Any suggestion which 
should lead to successful intervention, 
either by way of conciliation or arbitra- 
tion, must come from the two parties 
themselves. He did not think that any 
good would result from any suggestion 
coming from him to Lord Penrhyn in 
favour of intervention, but he believed 


the two parties there was every greund 
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Tue SECRETARY or STATE ror tHe 
HOME DEPARTMENT (Sir Marrnew 
Wire Rivtey, Lancashire, Blackpool) 
assured the hon. Member that he was 
right in believing that the Members of 
the Government in not recommending 
the release of these prisoners were not 
animated by any feeling of vengeance. 
[(‘“Hear, hear!”] Reference had been 
made to a remarkable petition which had 
been received from Tyneside in favour of 
the prisoners. That petition was one 
to which a Minister of the Crown was 
bound to give due weight when the 
proper time came to take into considera- 


(Appropriation) Bill. 


tion the position of these prisoners. 
that if intervention were sought for by | 


for hoping that the settlement of the, 


dispute might be arrived at. As far as 


he was personally concerned he would | 
welcome with the greatest cordiality any | 


step which might be taken in that direc- | 


tion on the part of Lord Penrhyn and 
his workmen. 


TREASON-FELONY PRISONERS. 


Mr. MICHAEL DAVITT (Mayo, S.) 
renewed an appeal to the Government on 
behalf of amnesty being granted to the 
few remaining Irish political prisoners. 
Every month that was added to the 
terrible punishment of these men con- 


The position he had taken up from the 
beginning was the same as that taken up 
by preceding Governments—by Mr. 
Gladstone and by the right hon. Gentle- 
mar who preceded him that day at the 
Home Office, that these prisoners should 
be treated exactly the same as other long- 
sentence prisoners ; that they should be 


| treated in a manner that was no better 
| . 
‘and no worse than others who were in 


stituted a strong argument in favour of 


the exercise of clemency. He ealled at- 
tention to a remarkable petition from 
Tyneside, presented in favour of clemency 
being extended to these men, and signed 
by a large number of justices of the 
peace, town councillors, and others who 
in politics were staunch supporters of the 
Government. Within the next few weeks 
there was to be a Royal visit to Ireland. 
Surely it would appear to the Leader of 


the House and to the Government that | 


it would soften feeling considerably in 
Ireland, and pave the way for that. visit 
being a pleasant one all round, if this 


small act of clemency were extended to | 


the few remaining political prisoners. 


President of the Board of Trade. 


prison for offences against the law. His 
predecessor refused, and he had himself 
steadily refused, to acknowledge the poli- 
He had 
admitted that they were sentenced under 
the Treason Felony Act, which might 
have given some colour to the argument 
that their crime had a political motive. 
But what he had said from the beginning 
was that they must not look at the 
motives of these men. They had been 


7 


tical character of their crimes. 


convicted of crimes against society, which 
hon. Gentlemen who pleaded in their be- 
half were obliged to admit were serious 
crimes, for which they were properly sen- 
tenced; and it was altogether a mis- 
nomer to say that these men were in the 
strict sense of the word, or in fact in any 
sense of the word whatever, political pri- 
soners. [“ Hear, hear!”|] The hon. 
Gentleman (Mr. Davitt) had alluded to 
the approaching Royal visit to Ireland, 
and said that it would be a very fit and 
appropriate occasion for the clemency of 


the Crown to be exercised. He was not 
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prepared to deny that if these men were 
purely political prisoners, who had been 
in prison a long time, there might be 
something in that argument. But he 
certainly did want to know how he should 
be justified in advising the clemency of 
the Crown to men who had been con- 
victed of and ought to be treated as 
guilty of far more serious offences than 
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any political crime, and who ought to be | 


dealt with on that ground and on that 
ground alone. [ Hear, hear!”} Argu- 
ments had been used which had been 


derived from the length of time these | 


men had been in prison, and which natu- 
rally led them and their friends to look 
to the near approach of the moment when 
they should be released; and reference 
had also been made to the fact that there 
were now very few of them remajning in 
prison. These were no doubt arguments 
What 
he had to say now, and had said before, 
was that these men would be treated 
exactly on the same footing as other 


which ought to have their weight. 


long-sentence prisoners whose cases it 
was the duty of the Home Office from 
time to time to consider. They were all 
under life sentences and their position 
would be considered at the expiration of 
15 years. And again—if they should be 
so long in prison—at the end of 20 
years, unless there were exceptional cir- 
cumstances to justify dealing with them 
before. The end of the term of 15 years 
had not yet arrived, but it was not very 
far distant. 
promise on behalf of these men when he 
said that at the expiration of the 15 
years their cases would come up for con- 
sideration in the same way as the cases 
of every other convict in this country 
came up to be considered; and when 
that time came he should be as ready to 
take into consideration all the various 
circumstances alluded to by the hon. 
Gentleman and others, exactly as he 
should in the case cf other long-sentence 
prisoners. 
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would be more pleased than himself. He 
was afraid he could not answer more 
satisfactorily the appeal of the hon. Gen- 
tleman. The prisoners should be treated 
exactly on the same grounds as others, 
and that was the only safe ground upon 
which to treat them. [ Hear, hear! ”| 


(Appropriation) Bill. 


TURKEY AND GREECE. 


Mr. WALLACE (Edinburgh, E.) said 
that in proposing to submit a few obser- 
vations to the House upon the Grieco- 
Turkish question, he felt that he laid 


himself open to the charge alluded to by 
; the Secretary for the Colonies—that he 
| was labouring under the pain of going 


about with a prepared but undelivered 
specch. [Laughter.} He would like in 


one word to repudiate that possible 
charge. He had, he hoped, a salubrious 


capacity for consuming his own smoke— 
[Zaughter|—and no doubt it would very 
soon appear that even if he had prepared 
a speech it was a very imperfectly and 
badly prepared one. [Laughter.} Fur- 
ther he thought he had some right to 
intrude upon the House, notwithstanding 
the somewhat practical discussion of 
yesterday ; because there were phases of 
the question upon which he felt deeply, 


, which was not very clearly brought out 


He was making no special | 


| than himself. 





He again repeated that if he | 


found it to be his duty then to advise | 


any remission of the sentence, nobody 


4 


in that Debate, confined as it was chiefly 
to the question of Crete. There were 
other and more important phases of the 
Eastern Question which he thought might 
have bees brought before the House by 
persons of far more influence and come 
mand on the Opposition side of the House 
But as that had not been 
done, and as he felt strongly on the 
matter, he would teke it upon himself—- 
humble as he might be, and smail as his 
influence might be—to speak his mind 
as far as the House would permit. But 
first of all he should like to make one 
remark upon a matter alluded to yester- 
day, viz., the policy of the Government 
as regarded the nature of the present 
blockade in Crete, which, as everybody 
knew, was a blockade of arms as against 
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the insurgents but in favour of the Turks 
and Mussulmans. He contended that it 
was an unfair and a one-sided policy. It 
was unnecessary to go into the matter 
very fully, and it was successfully treated 
yesterday by the late Attorney General 
and by the right hon. Gentleman the 
Member for Bodmin. But he should like 
to add to their authority another autho- 
rity which might have greater weight on 
the Government side—the authority of 
Lord Salisbury himself. Lord Salisbury, 
in a Dispatch of July 27, last year, speak- 
ing of the proposed blockade of Crete so 
as to keep out volunteers and ammuni- 
tion from the insurgents, said that 


“such a blockade as was proposed would in 
effect place Great Britain in the position of an 
ally of the Sultan in the task of repressing an 
insurrection of his Christian subjects.” 


And in another Dispatch of nearly the 
same date he said :— 


“They had always declined to intervene in 


cases of civil strife between a Government and | 


its subjects, and their objection would be ac- 
centuated by the fact that they would be inter- 
vening in opposition to Christian insurgents 
who had very solid grievances to complair of.” 


Lord Salisbury went on to say,— 


“There might be an exception in the case of 
Greece making any attack on the territorial 
integrity or independence of Turkey.” 


As long as the Greek troops were in 
Crete with an offensive intention, that 
exception possibly existed. But, as was 
shown yesterday, that exceptional case 
There was no 
longer any attack upon the territorial 
integrity or the independence of tlie 


‘was entirely cancelled. 


Turkish Empire ; and it appeared io him 
that Lord Salisbury’s language of twelve 
months ago applied with precisely the 
same force to the present situation, and 
that at this moment Great Britain was 
in the position of an ally of the Sultan 
against the insurgent Clristians in Crete. 
If the Admirals were able to keep the 
peace between the ¢outending parties, 
they might be able to put weapons into 
the hands of the Turks on the plea that 
Mr. Wallace. 
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they were professional soldiers and the 
insurgents were not—though, for his 
part, he claimed that the insurgents were 
belligerents with all the rights of belli- 
gerents. But it was vain to contend that 
the Admirals could maintain complete 
order. They did not profess to do it, 
and admittedly had not the means to do 
it. Accordingly, as the hon. Member for 
Neclesall had told them, regular warlike 
operations were going on in Crete at the 
present moment; the island was in a 
state of civil war, some of the towns being 
besieged by Mussulmans and others being 
besieged by the insurgents. 

*Srr ELLIS ASHMEAD-BARTLETT 
(Sheffield, Ecelesall): The hon. Gentle- 


roan has referred to me, and I inust say 


(Appropriation) Bill, 





that his statement is quite incorrect. 


There is no town in Crete besieged by 
Mussulmans. 

Mr. WALLACE (Edinburgh, E.): Well, 
perhaps he was wrong in imputing that 
amount of knowledge to the hon. Mem- 
| ber. But that did not alter the circum- 
stenees under which he was making the 
statement. [Laughter from Sir Ents 
Asimeab-Bartietr.| His point was this 
-——that the position of the Government 
was only 
that the 
position 





arguable on the understanding 
Admirals were able from their 
and the force of troops at their 
command to compel order in Crete, and 
that they were able to repress any at- 
tempt on the part of the Turkish autho- 
rities—any such attempt as might pre- 
sumably be made by Djevad Pasha, who, 
if the telegraphic news of that day were 
correct, was going to be reinforced by 
}ten Turkish ironclads and such contents 
|as they might bring with them. [A laugh.| 
| His contention was that the Government 
| were not able to protect the insurgents 
jagainst a possible attack by Djevad 
| Pasha and the Turkish troops, and that, 
therefore, the Government ought not to 
‘interfere to prevent the insurgents from 
| providing themselves with arms. Te 
wished to whether the Powers 
| were going themselves to appoint a gov- 
|ernor in Crete, or whether they intended 


know 
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to acknowledge in any way the right of 
the Cretan people to select their own 
governor. If the wishes of the Cretans 
were to be ignored in this matter, any 
settlement that might be arrived at could 
hardly be described as autonomy. To 
impose a governor upon a people was not 
to give them autonomy. One point to 
which the Government seemed hardly to 


have given sufficient consideration was | 


the enormous delay that was taking place. 
Six months had now elapsed since the 
Admirals of Europe first established a 
quasi protectorate over Crete, and the 
acceptance of the proposal of autonomy 
by the Turkish Government had been 
accompanied by qualifications which 
pointed in his opinion to an almost in- 
definite postponement of that autonomy. 
In the meantime, what were the Cretan 
people to do?) Human patience had its 
limits, and there would almost certainly 
be other disturbances as the months wore 
on. The gravity of the outlook would be 
to a certain extent diminished if the 
refusal of the Powers to allow the insur- 
gents to have arms for self-defence were 
withdrawn. The proceedings of the 
Concert of Europe appeared to him to 
be quite reactionary. They were fitted 
to strengthen Turkey and to weaken 
Greece, in other words, to strengthen 
what made for tyranny and barbarism, 
and to weaken what made for liberty and 
civilisation. What necessity was there 
for granting to Turkey a strategic recti- 
fication of the frontier between her and 
Greece? He regarded this as an attempt 
to strengthen Turkey by giving to that 
evil, that anti-human Power, a stronger 
grip upon the throat of a prospective 
victim which, at all events, had right and 
progress upon its side. Then why was 
this crushing indemnity imposed upon 
Greece? Why was any indemnity to be 
exacted from her? That question de- 
pended upon another—namely, who 
began this strife ? 

Mr. BURDETT-COUTTS (Westmin- 
ster), who thought that the hon. Member 
for East Edinburgh was addressing his 
remarks to him, rose and asked whether 
it was in order for the hon. Member to 
direct at him specially these fierce attacks 
and denunciations. [Laughter.] 

Mr. WALLACE (Edinburgh, E.) said 
he did not know who the hon. Member 
was—[laughter|—and he should endea- 
vour to exclude him from his visual range. 


VOL. LII. [rovrrn series. | 


{4 Avaust 1897} 





370 
[Laughter.] The hon. Member had never 
been present to his thoughts. Answering 
the question who began the war, he 
asserted that Turkey did, for it was the 
cruel and incurable misgovernment of 
Crete by Turkey that put Greece in the 
position of not being able any longer to 
resist the pressure that was put upon 
her to interfere. The Austrian Ambas- 
sador had said that the blame for the 
present situation lay entirely with the 
Turks. Technically, too, the Turks 
began the war, for they had declared 
war. 


*Mr. SPEAKER said that the hon. 
Member was now going in great detail 
into the origin of the quarrel between 
Turkey and Greece. That he was not 
entitled to do. 


Mr. WALLACE (Edinburgh, E.) said 
he would not pursue that line, and pro- 
ceeded to contend that if any one ought 
to pay an indemnity it was the Great 
Powers themselves because they could 
have prevented the war. It was an insult 
to the Powers to say that they could 
not have done so had they chosen. They 
had been led to believe from statements 
made by the Foreign Secretary and others 
connected officially with him that there 
was to be a complete retrocession of terri- 
tory to Greece. Now it seemed there 
was to be a modification of that. The 
claims of the German bondholders were 
to be imported, and Turkey was to retain 
strategic positions in Thessaly until the 
indemnity was paid. That simply meant 
the retention of Thessaly by Turkey. All 
this seemed to be a rehabilitation of 
Turkey on the old lines of the Treaty of 
Paris. That was not soa year ago, when 
Lord Salisbury with great industry and 
skill prevailed on the Powers to interfere, 
if necessary, coercing Turkey into giving 
reforms throughout the Empire. That 
was done in defiance of the Treaty of 
Paris which proceeded on the under- 
standing that the integrity and inde- 
pendence of the Turkish Empire should 
be regarded ; but now that policy was 
to be reversed. The Treaty of Paris was 
to come into force again and Turkey was 
going to be put in a very much higher 
position than she occupied this time last 
year. Why was that to be so? Simply 
because Turkey had been successful in 
her military operations. [“ Hear, hear! ”] 
In other words, the wrong horse had 
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turned out to be a tiger, and instead of | 
putting more money upon him, he should | 
be turned off the course altogether. Tur- | 
key would now be a greater power for 
mischief and barbarism than _ ever. | 
Simply because she had been successful 
in the war Turkey was now regarded by 
a great many people who took somewhat 
superficial views of things, as a Power 
that was to be encouraged, and to be put | 
in a position of power she ought never | 
to have occupied in the history of the 
civilised world. He was sorry to say that, | 
in his opinion, that view of the matter 
had had some effect on the Gentlemen he 
sometimes saw sitting in front of him. 
If they had taken up a strong position, 
it would have been very welcome to those 
sitting behind them, and the fact that 
they had not done so was a great dis- 
appointment to the Liberal Party. 
[““ Hear, hear! ”] 


ARMY MEDICAL SERVICE. | 


*Mr. R. J. PRICE (Norfolk, E.) called 
attention to the condition of the Army 
Medical Service, which he said was now in 
a very bad condition. It was impossible 
to get sufficient candidates to compete 
for the vacancies, and there was a pro- 
gressive deficiency in the numbers. On 
the last occasion there were only 16 
candidates for 37 vacancies, and this year 
there were only 18 candidates for 37 
vacancies. He hoped the Government 
would make a great effort to ascertain 
why it was that the medical profession 
avoided the military service. The con- 
eessions that were made some years ago | 
had not had the effect of attracting more 
men to the service. It was no use for | 
the Government or the House to think 
that the terms offered were good enough, | 
if medical men said they were not ; there. | 
fore the Department and the Government 
must try to find out in what respect the 
medical profession generally were dis- | 
contented with the service, and as| 
far as possible to meet their views. 
There was one other matter he could not 
help feeling should be mentioned, and | 
that was the treatment of disease, a sub- | 
ject to which reference had been made | 
during the Session. The proportion of | 
severe secondary cases was far too high. | 
It was worse than in civil society, and | 
his belief was that this arose from the | 
treatment not being the proper treatment | 

| 
Mr. Wallace. | 
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under the circumstances. The disease 
was no doubt incurable in the sense tat 
one never absolutely knew that it could 
not recur, but practically it often was 
cured if the treatment was sufficiently 
prolonged. It was necessary that the 
treatment in the Army should be far more 
prolonged than it was. In the majority of 
cases it was naturally the object of the 
Army Medical Department to get the 
men back to duty as soon as possible. 
This was no doubt quite right and 
proper, but the special treatment could 
be continued, and ought to be continued, 
long after the active symptoms of disease 
had disappeared. You could not trust 
a soldier to comtinue taking medicines 
which had a disagreeable effect upon him, 
and when he was feeling well. In his 
opinion the only practicable method of 
administering the necessary drug was by 
injection. This could be done regularly 
and without difficulty, and the medical 
records of this treatment in the Army 
were highly satisfactory. There ought to 
be an absolute order for the continu- 
ance of the treatment by these means in 
every case. He urged that the treat- 
ment should be more prolonged, and he 
hoped the Department and the officers 
would see to it. 


*Tue FINANCIAL SECRETARY 10 


vHeE WAR OFFICE (Mr. Powe t1- 
Wituams, Birmingham, S.)_ entirely 


| agreed that the Secretary for War should 


endeavour to ascertain what it was that 
was objected to in the present system of 
Army Medical Service, and endeavour to 
apply a remedy. The Secretary for War 
had tried to obtain that information, and 
he had before him representations which 
had been made by the British Medical 
Association on behalf of the Army 
Medical Officers. Some of these the 


‘Secretary for War was able to comply 


with, but others required careful con- 
The whole matter was before 
the Secretary for War, and he hoped to 
find before long the means of removing 
others of the difficulties complained of 
in a way that would be acceptable to the 
service. He thought the complaints re- 
luted more to the conditions of service 
than to pay. There was one complaint 
that had been strongly urged, namely, 
that the period of service abroad was too 
long. He could not hold cut any pro- 
mise, as the matter had not been defi- . 
nitely determined, but the Secretary of 
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State had the proposals before him which 
would materially reduce the length of 
foreign service. 


EXPERIMENTS ON LIVING 


Mr. MACNEILL, referring to the sub- 
ject of vivisection, said the Act of 1876 
had not reduced the horrors of former 
times. He contended that that Act had 
been entirely nugatory. The inspections 
of the vivisection laboratories were abso- 
lutely worthless. The Home Secretary 
had refused to give a return showiig the 
number of times the inspectors visited 
the laboratories and describing what they 
saw, and the right hon. Gentleman had 
admitted that even if the inspectors saw 
the most cruel tortures they could not 
raise a hand in protest. The number of 
experiments were said to be about 7,000. 
One would imagine that only 7,000 
animals were experimented upon, but it 
was well known in scientific circles that 
in an experiment several animals were 
experimented upon in order to arrive at 
a scientific result. Experiments were put 
down as painless which had been carried 
on under antiseptics. Undoubtedly at 
the beginning the experiments were pain- 
less, but there came the awakening with 
all its prolonged agonies. What he 


ANIMALS. 


wanted the public to know was that the | 


cruelties of vivisection were not prevented 
under the Act of 1876. 


CotoneLn LOCKWOOD (Essex, Epping) | 
said that though he was a determined | 


opponent of vivisection, he must ackuow- 
ledge that the system initiated by the 
Home Office had alleviated the sufferings 
of the animals experimented upon. 
|‘ Hear, hear!”] He firmly believed his 
right hon. Friend the Home Secretary 
was keeping a strict eye on vivisection 
experiments, but that until they could 
induce the public to hold the same views 
the hon. Member for Donegal and he 
held, it was useless to raise the question 
on an occasion like this. 

Sm MATTHEW WHITE RIDLEY 
said it was not his business to express an 
opinion upon vivisection; his business 
was to carry out the Act of 1876 to the 
best of his ability, and he asserted most 
positively that, not only during the time 
he had been at the Home Office, but also 
during the reign of his predecessors, the 
greatest possible care had been taken 
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| that licences should only be given to the 
proper persons, and that the Act should 
| be carried out in the spirit as well as in 
‘the letter. [“Hear, hear!”] He be- 
lieved it was not possible to secure better 
inspection than was secured at present. 
Nearly all the visits paid to the labora- 
tories were surprise visits. Many places 
were visited six and eight times a year, 
and every one of them more than once. 
As to the mitigation of the suffering of 
the animals experimented upon, it must 
be admitted that what happened formerly 
was not possible now. The hon. Member 
for Donegal was opposed to the use of 
animals under any circumstances, even 
for the benefit of humanity. The hon. 
Gentleman was not supported by the 
majority of the people of the country, 
who were honestly persuaded that 
animals might, under proper con- 
ditions, be used as a means of discovering 
the most beneficial modes of alleviating 
| human suffering. 


ILLEGAL TRAWLING. 

*Mr. J. G. WEIR (Ross and Cromarty) 
appealed to the Colonial Secretary to 
stay the advance of the Chartered Com- 
pany into Central Africa. The system 
of land-grabbing now prevailing ought 
to cease. The extension of an 
Empire might be carried too far. 
He trusted that the Government would 
not adopt the recommendation of the 
noble Lord the Member for Greenwich, 
for the policy of force and fraud had been 
carried on too long. There were two 
| matters to which he wished to call ihe 
| attention of the Lord Advocate. In the 
first place, £5,000 had been set aside to 
| procure a cruiser for Scottish waters, and 
| he thought they ought to know what pro- 
| gress was being made with that boat. 
The vessel was to have been handed over 
to the Scottish Fishery Board on or 
before the Ist July. He supposed that 
the contract had not been signed yet, 
and that difficulties had arisen. He 
trusted that the amount to be expended 
would be increased if necessary. Another 
matter under the control of the right 
hon. Gentleman was the question of the 
13 mile limit on the west coast of the 
Hebrides. Although on a former occasion 


he had been referred by the Lord 
Advocate to the Foreign Office, the 
Secretary for Scotland and the Lord 
Advocate had power to extend thie 
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limit, and they had _ been given| the late holder of it. That lady was ap- 


no satisfactory reply on the subject. 
What was it that blocked the way? It 
could not be the North Sea Convention. 
The Scottish Fishery Board could issue 
a bye-law extending the limit from three 
miles to 13 miles, and that would be of 
immense advantage to the fishermen on 
the coasts of the Western islands. The 
trawlers now came close in shore, and 
there was no protection for the line 
fishermen on the Atlantic side of the 
Hebrides from the depredations of 
trawlers. Before Parliament met again 
he hoped the right hon. Gentleman would 
use his influence with the Admiralty to 
try and get one or two cruisers for sea 
police duty round the coast. With regard 
to the construction of the Brennan tor- 


pedo, he thought they ought to know | 


what amount of money was expended 


on each operation in the workshops, and | 


pointed by Mr. Asquith when he was 
Home Secretary, and her work had been 
attended with great success. It was there- 
for most important that her work should 
be continued by another lady inspector. 
Sir MATTHEW WHITE RIDLEY said 
the question chiefly engaging the atten- 
tion of the Home Office was not whether 
| the vacancy should be filled up, but 
| whether the lady appointed should hold 
it under the same or some other title. 
| Certain technical reasons connected with 
|administration had to be considered. 
| Whether the title was changed or not, 
|there was no desire to diminish the 
| powers which the holder of the office 
should exercise. [‘‘ Hear, hear! ”] 





sill read a Second time, and com- 
| mitted for To-morrow. 


} 


he hoped that a good, sound system of | 


carrying on the manufacture of torpedoes | 


would be adopted. 
Tue LORD ADVOCATE (Mr. Granam 
Mcrray, Buteshire) said that with regard 


| PUBLIC HEALTH (SCOTLAND) BILL. 


| Lords Amendment to be considered 
| forthwith ; considered, and agreed to. 


to the question of a cruiser, it would have | 
been disastrous to have gone into the | 
matter without due consideration, and | 
that was the only cause of delay. He | LAND TRANSFER BILL [n.1.]. 
assured the hon. Member that a vessel | Lerds Amendment to Commons 
would be provided, and that that vessel | Amendments to be considered forthwith ; 
would be of proper size, dimensions, and | eonsidered, and agreed to. 

speed. As to the other point raised, the | y 

hon. Member, if he had studied the Act | 

of Parliament, would have seen that the | 
13 mile limit could not be applied on the | CONSTABULARY (IRELAND) BILL [u.t.]. 
west coast of Scotland unless the consent! 4s amended, considered; Read the 
of the signatories of the North Sea} Third time, and passed, with an Amend- 
Powers was obtained. The Scotch Office | pent. 

had no power to make the bye-law the! 

hon. Member desired. It had no common | 

law power to make bye-laws, and its | 

action was governed by the statute re- | 
ferred to. | 








EAST INDIA REVENUE ACCOUNTS. 
| Committee thereupon deferred till To- 
| morrow. 
FEMALE FACTORY INSPECTOR. | 
Mr. C. E. SCHWANN (Manchester, N.) | 


drew the attention of the Home Secretary | WI F f the Ord 

seth a5 as 1 | 1ereupon, in pursuance of the Order 
te ‘Ge soemeaiiy Sf venation © Mat 1 o Uicase of thy Hk day 4 SUA 
woman inspector of factories. The office | Mr § sili nese an a “7 re ’ 
was vacant, and the question of filling it | * oe. a ; “ ae ee ere 
was of great interest among the women | 0™' “vestion put. 


and children employed in factories and | 
workshops in Lancashire and Yorkshire. | 
He trusted that the lady appointed to | 


the position would have all the powers of | 


Mr. J. G. Weir. | 


House adjourned at a Quarter 
after Six o’Clock. 
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Outstill System 


HOUSE OF LORDS. 


Thursday, 5th August 1897. 


NEW PEER. 


The Right Honourable Charles Lopes, 
Knight, one of the Lords Justices of the 
Court of Appeal, having been created 
Baron Ludlow of Heywood in the county 
of Wiltshire—Was (in the usual manner) 
introduced. 





POST OFFICE (SITES) BILL. 


Reported without Amendment and re- 
committed to a Committee of the Whole 
House forthwith ; House in Committee 
accordingly; Bill reported without 
Amendment; then (Standing Orders 
Nos. XXXIX. and XLV. having been 
suspended) Bill read 3*, and passed. 





SUPREME COURT OF JUDICATURE 
(IRELAND) BILL. 
Considered in Committee (according 
to Order) ; Bill reported without Amend- 
ment; then (Standing Orders Nos. 
XXXIX. and XLV. having been sus- 
pended) Bill read 3°, and passed. 


LAND TRANSFER BILL [1.1]. 


Returned from the Commons with the 
Amendment made by the Lords to the 
Amendments made by the Commons 
agreed to. 





PARISH COUNCILS (SCOTLAND) (CASUAL 
VACANCIES) BILL. 
Returned from the Commons with the 
Amendments agreed to. 





PUBLIC HEALTH (SCOTLAND) BILL. 


Returned from the Commons with the 
Amendments agreed to. 
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BRADFORD CORPORATION TRAMWAYS 
AND IMPROVEMENT BILL. 


Returned from the Commons with the 
Amendments agreed to. 





CONSTABULARY (IRELAND) BILL [u.t.]. 

Returned from the Commons agreed 
to, with an Amendment; the said 
Amendment considered (on Motion), and 
agreed to. 


House Adjourned at Twenty-five Minutes 
before Five o’Clock, till To-morrow, 
Eleven o’Clock. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Thursday, 5th August 1897. 





QUESTIONS. 





OUTSTILL SYSTEM (BENGAL). 

Mr. SAMUEL SMITH (Flintshire) : 
I beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
India (1) whether there are grounds for 
the belief that there is a tendency to 
increase the number of outstills in 
Bengal where they already exist, and 
whether the introduction of the outstill 
system in some districts where it does 
not now exist is also in the contempla- 
tion of the Government ; (2) whether in 
18 districts where the outstill system is 
already in force the annual average 
number of stills for the five-year period, 
1890 to 1895, was 1,286, while the 
number licensed in 1896 was 1,456, 
showing an increase of nearly 200: and 
(3) whether the Excise Revenues of 
Bengal have increased nearly 1,000 per 
cent. in 60 years? 

Tue SECRETARY or STATE ror 
INDIA (Lord GrorcE Hamitton, Mid- 
dlesex, Ealing): I am not aware of any 
grounds for the belief that there is a 
tendency to extend the outstill system 
in Bengal ; the information in my posses- 
sion points rather in the other direction. 








As regards the second part of the hon, 
Member’s Question, I believe that there 
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are 30 districts in which the outstill| be some difference in the regulations with 
system is wholly or partially in force. | regard to lady Inspectors. 

The annual average of licensed outstill| *Sir C. DILKE asked whether, if the 
liquor shops in Bengal was 3,441 for the | lady principal Inspector was to be present 
five years 1885- 90, and 1,949 for the at meetings of the superintending in- 
five years 1890-95. No fair comparison | spectors, and would have power to sanc- 
can be made between the Excise Revenues | tion prosecutions ? 

of Bengal 60 years ago and those of the! Sir MATTHEW WHITE RIDLEY 
present day: but it is certain that on|said that there were certain cases in 
every exciseable article a larger revenue| which prosecutions would have to be 
is now paid, and that evasion of duty is! sanctioned. 

much more difficult than in 1837. 


LADY SUPERINTENDENT FACTORY | 
INSPECTOR. | Mr. 
Mr. MICHAEL AUSTIN (Limerick, ask the First Lord of the Mami. 
W ): I beg to ask the Secretary of State | ralty for how long a time the Powerful 
for the Home Department if it isintended|and the Jerr ible were under steam 
to fill up the existing vacancy of the | during the recent maneuvres ; if he can 
lady Superintendent Factory Inspector ; | state approximately the maximum power 
and, if not how are the administrative | indicated, and for how long a time this 
duties of the women’s department to be | power was obtained ; whether any diffi- 


Outrages. 


“POWERFUL” AND “TERRIBLE” 
(STEAM TRIALS). 


JOHN PENN (Lewisham) : 





adequately carried out ? 

Mr. WALTER HAZELL (Leicester) : 
T beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
the Home Department whether he is 
aware that factory employés and others 
are very anxious that a lady Superin- 
dent Inspector of Factories should be 
appointed without further delay; and 
whether he can now state when this will 
be done ? 

Mr. H. O. ARNOLD- FORSTER 
(Belfast, W.) : I beg to ask the Secretary 
of State for the Home Department 
whether it is proposed to maintain the 





culty or trouble was experienced with 
the boilers; and whether the engine 
room complement was found to be suffi- 
cient and adequate ? 

Tur FIRST LORD or tHe ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr. Goscney, St. George’s, 
Hanover Square): The time the Pover- 
ful and Terrible were under steam was 
as follows :— Powerful, 104} hours ; 
Terrible, 94 hours. The maximum power 
indicated was :—Powerful, 18,500 to 
24,000 h.p. for five hours; Terrible, 
18,000 for seven hours. There was no 
trouble with the boilers of the Jerrible. 


office of Superintending Inspector to the| As to the boilers of the Powerful, one 


Women’s Department of the Home | 
Office ; and, if so, when an appoint-| 
ment is likely to be made ? 

Tut SECRETARY or STATE ror) 
muE HOME DEPARTMENT (Sir 
MATTHEW ag ge RIDLEY, Lancashire, | 
Blackpool): I stated yesterday in the| 
House that I was about to appoint a! 
Principal Lady Inspector to fill 
present vacancy. 
hope, immediately. 

*Sir C. DILKE (Gloucester, Forest of 
Dean) asked whether he was to assume 
that though the lady Inspector was not 
to be a Superintending Inspector she 
would have the ordinary powers of a 
Superintending Inspector ? 

Sir MATTHEW WHITE RIDLEY 
said that he was not quite certain what 
powers attached to the title of lady 
Inspector. He thought that there might 


Lord George Hamilton. 


right. 





tube in one out of the 48 boilers split in 
the weld (no damage resulted); and 
‘there was occasional trouble with the 
‘feed pumps, which are now being put 
Both ships have recommended an 
increase to their engine room comple- 
/ment, but experience during manceuvres 
‘in newly commissioned ships i is not sufii- 


the | | cient to enable a decision on these com- 
It will be done, I) 


| matter will receive full consideration. 


plements to be reached as yet. The 


POONA OUTRAGES. 

Mr. HAZELL: I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for India whether, 
having regard to the special circum- 
stances of the case, it will be possible to 
make an extra allowance to the widow 
of Lieutenant Ayerst, who was murdered 
at Poona on the 22nd June last ? 
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Lorv GEORGE HAMILTON: In 
cases of this kind it is usual to leave the 
initiative to the Government of India. 
Any recommendation which they may 
make in favour of the widows of Mr. 
Rand and Lieutenant Ayerst will re- 
ceive the careful consideration of the 
Secretary of State in Council. 

Sir M. BHOWNAGGREE (Bethnal 
Green, N.E.) : I beg to ask the Secretary 
of State for India whether Mr. Gokhlee 
has withdrawn, by official communication 
to the Bombay Government, the state- 
ments which he made to certain Members 
of this House and to a newspaper 
reporter last month regarding the 
alleged atrocities perpetrated by the 
officers and soldiers engaged in plague 
relief operations in Poona; and, if so, 
will he give such communication or the 
main purport of it to the House? 

Lorp GEORGE HAMILTON : The 
Governor of Bombay telegraphed on 
August 2nd that he had received from 
Mr. Gokhlee the following telegram in 
reference to the allegation that native 
women had been violated by British 
soldiers. The words are :— 


Salmon Poaching 


“ Have just posted full statement containing 
explanation, full retractation, and unqualified 
apology.” 

[Cheers.| The other allegations with 
which Mr. Gokhlee was associated 
were contained in a memorial, the 
allegations of which the Bombay 
Government described as wholly false in 
a telegram which I read to the House a 
few days back. Inquiries were then 
made as to the authenticity of the 
signatures attached to this memorial, 
which the hon. Baronet the Member for 
Banff introduced to the notice of the 
House, and upon which it was proposed 
to move the adjournment of the House. 
Lord Sandhurst’s reply is as follows :— 


‘* Deccan Sabha petition.—Of the 1,699 signa- 
tures 721 have been examined. Of these 144 
could be found, the remaining 577 not bein 
found or traceable and not known.” [Laughter. | 
‘“ Of the 144 found 14 deny their signatures ; the 
rest say they were induced by agents of the 
Deccan Sabha and the Dayan Prakash newspaper 
to sign a petition about plague measures, but 50 
did not know what they were signing. Different 
objects held out to them to sign—more street 
lamps ’”’—[laughter]—“ fixing price of grain, 
protest against additional taxation, reduction of 
market rents. Bhide, first signatory, admits he 
worked with troops from first to last, never 
missing a day of his turn to accompany search 
parties, and that he never saw any misconduct. 
Nawab Abdul Khan says he signed in his private 


{5 Aveust 1897} 





Conviction (Scotland). 382 


capacity, never having seen memorial, knowing 
nothing of its contents, and never having seen 
any misconduct. He has been deposed from 
place of leader of Mahomedan community, the 
Mahomedans denying that they have any com- 
plaint to make against plague operations.” 
[ Cheers. | 


SALMON POACHING CONVICTION 
(SCOTLAND). 

*Mr. J.G. WEIR (Ross and Cromarty): 
I beg to ask the Lord Advocate, as 
representing the Secretary for Scotland, 
whether his attention has been called to 
the prosecution of Duncan Gillies, Alex 
Finlayson, and Evan Macrae by Lord 
Middleton for alleged salmon poaching 
in the sea off Applecross, Ross-shire, on 
the morning of the 30th June last; 
whether he is aware that, on the case 
coming before Sheriff Hill at Dingwall 
on the 30th July, the solicitor for the 
defendants claimed the. production of 
Lord Middleton’s title to the salmon 
fishing referred to, and that, although 
the prosecutor was unable to produce 
any such title, the Sheriff convicted the 
defendants; and, seeing that Lord 
Middleton is believed to have no exclu- 
sive rights to salmon fishing ex adverso 
of his lands and estate of Applecross, 
will inquiry be made into the matter ? 

THe won. Member also asked the 
Lord Advocate whether his atten- 
tion has been called to the prosecu- 
tion of Kenneth Macdonald and John 
Macdonald (by Sir Kenneth Matheson) 
for alleged salmon poaching on the 
morning of the 24th June last, in the 
sea at Lochearron, about one mile to the 
west of the village of Ardnarff, Lochalsh, 
Ross-shire ; whether he is aware that, on 
the case coming before Sheriff Hill, at 
Dingwall, on the 30th July last, the 
solicitor for the defendants claimed the 
production of Sir Kenneth Matheson’s 
title to the salmon fishing referred to, 
and that, although the prosecutor was 


g|unable to produce any such title, the 


Sheriff convicted the defendants; and, 
seeing that Sir Kenneth Matheson is 
believed to have no exclusive rights to 
the salmon fishing, ex adverso, of his 
lands and estate of Lochalsh, west of the 
village of Ardnarff, will inquiry be made 
on the subject ? 

*Toe LORD ADVOCATE (Mr. 
GraHaM Murray, Buteshire): I do not 
think it right to express any opinion 
upon the judgment of the Sheriff. If 
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the persons convicted think themselves 
aggrieved by the judgment, it is open to 
them to appeal. Neither for myself nor 
on behalf of the Secretary for Scotland 
can I undertake to institute an inquiry. 

*Mr. WEIR asked whether the fisheries 
belonged to the Crown or to a private 
owner 4 

THe LORD ADVOCATE said that 
these men, having been convicted of 
illegal fishing, it mattered very little 
whether the fisheries belonged to the 
Crown or to a private individual. In 
any case the men themselves had no 
right to the fisheries, 

Mr. WEIR asked whether there was 
any proof that the fisheries belonged to 
Lord Middleton ? 

*Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Order !} 
The case cannot be retried by questions | 
across the floor of the House. 

Mr. WEIR: I beg to ask 
Advocate, as representing the Secretary 
for Scotland, whether having regard to 
the fact that the Crown has never as yet 
dealt with the rights to the salmon 
fishings in the sea at Applecross, Ross- 
shire, will he state by what right Lord 
Middleton claims the salmon fishings in 
the sea ex adverso his lands and estate 
at Applecross ; and will he state whether 
the Crown has granted to Sir Kenneth 
Matheson a lease of the sa!mon fishings 
in the sea at Lochcarron ex adverso his 
lands and estate of Lochalsh, one mile 
west of the village of Ardnarf, Ross- 
shire ; and, if not, will he state under 
what authority these fishings are claimed 
by Sir Kenneth Matheson ? 

*THeE LORD ADVOCATE: I have no 
information about the matter in question. 
Iam not able, nor should I in any case 
be willing to advise the hon. Member as 
to the ownership of rights or property in 
any specified territory. The hon. Member 
ought to be aware that I gave him a 
similar answer to a similar Question on 
the 8th April last. 


the Lord 


IRISH LAND COMMISSION. 
Mr. D. KILBRIDE (Galway, N.): I 
beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland (1) whether 
among the recently-appointed sulb:Cém- 
missioners the name of Mr. Leonard 


Calvert appears ; (2) whether this gentle- 
man is the same Mr. Calvert who was 
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almost invariably employed in recent 


Lord Advocate. 
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years to give evidence as to rent for the 
landlords before the County Down sub- 
Commission ; and (3) whether he received 
any recommendations for the office from 
the sub-Commissioners before whom he 
was in the habit of appearing and by 
whom he was so well known ? 

THe CHIEF SECRETARY ror 
IRELAND (Mr. Geratp  Batrovr, 
Leeds, Central) : The answer to the first 
paragraph is in the affirmative. Mr. 
Calvert was extensively employed as a 
valuer in the County Down before his 
appointment to an Assistant Commis- 
sionership, and he frequently gave 
evidence on behalf both of landlords and 
tenants in cases where applications to fix 
fair rents were heard by the Land Com- 
mission Courts. It would be contrary 
to practice to state by whom this gentle- 
man was recommended for appointment 
to the office in question. 

Mr. M. McCARTAN (Down, 8.): I 
beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland (1) whether 
his attention has been called to the 
strong observations made by Mr. Justice 
Ross upon the present practice of taking 
the reports of Court valuers by the 
Land Commission; (2) whether he is 
aware that the Court valuers who send 
their reports to the Land Commissioners 
who do not inspect the farms are ex- 
empted from the ordinary test applied to 
witnesses of examination in Court ; and 
that the Chief Commissioners frequently 
increase the rents fixed by the sub- 
Commissioners on the strength of these 
reports ; and (3) whether, in view of the 
fact that these Court valuers have been 
and are sub-Commissioners, and are often 
called upon to make reports in respect of 
holdings on which they had fixed judicial 
rents for the first statutory term, and 
which rents have been since reduced by 
other sub-Commissioners for the second 
statutory term, he will consider the 
desirability of having this practice dis- 
continued or amended ? 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: I have 
read a newspaper report of the observa- 
tions made by Mr. Justice Ross on the 
occasion mentioned in the Question, as 
well as the observations on the same occa- 
sion of Mr. Commissioner Fitzgerald, 
which embodied the views of the Land 
Commissioners in reference to this matter. 
As regards the last paragraph, I have 
already stated I have no power to advise 


Commission. 
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the Commissioners as to any action they 
may think fit to take in such matters. I 
will, however, draw their attention to 
the hon. Member’s Question. I may add 
that I have reason to believe that cases 
of the kind mentioned have very seldom 
occurred up to the present time. 


EXPLOSIVE INSPECTOR 
(COUNTY TYRONE). 

Mr. D. MACALEESE (Monaghan, 
N.): I beg to ask the Chief Secretary 
to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland 
whether he is aware that the magis- 
trates of Ballygawley, county Tyrone, 
have appointed Mr. John Devlin, petty 
sessions clerk, to be inspector of ex- 
plosives? What salary is Mr. Devlin to 
receive for the discharge of his new 
duties ; and, were the Constabulary re- 
miss in their supervision of explosives ; 
and, if not, what reason existed for 
transferring the duty to Mr. Devlin ? 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: The 
magistrates elected Mr. Devlin as in- 
spector under the Explosives Act at a 
salary of £4 per annum. It has been 
the invariable practice of the Govern- 
ment for several years past to refuse 
consent to the appointment of a clerk of 
petty sessions to act also as inspector 
of explosives, and Mr. Devlin has 
informed the magistrates that he cannot 
accept the proposed appointment. In 
1884 an intimation was conveyed to the 
various local authorities throughout Tre- 
land that the Government consented to 
the nomination of members of the Con- 
stabulary to act gratuitously as inspectors 
under the Act. This arrangement has 
the double advantage of securing 
efliciency in the administration of the 
Act and of relieving the local rates of 
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the salary of an officer acting as 
inspector. A large number of local 


authorities have availed themselves of 
the services of the Constabulary accord- 
ingly. I have no reason to believe that | 
the member of the Force who formerly | 
acted as inspector in the district in| 
question, and who has been transferred | 
to another district, was remiss in the | 


discharge of his duties. It is now open | 


to the magistrates to appoint elie’ 
member of the Force who, as I have 
stated, will act as inspector without, 
expense to the rates. 


| 
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BRITISH AND FOREIGN TRADE. 

Mr. H. KIMBER (Wandsworth) : I 
beg to ask the President of the Buard of 
Trade whether the Committee he has 
appointed to inquire into the competition 
between British and foreign trade will 
have it in their power to take cognisance 
of cases in which British manufacturers 
and merchants and British enterprise in 
India or the Colonies have been dis- 
couraged, and trade and business lost, 
by reason of favour shown to a foreign 
Government, or by reason of an in- 
dustrial enterprise being rendered valu- 
less by the competion, change of policy, 
and mode of working of the British 
Indian Government itself ¢ 

Tue PRESIDENT or tue BOARD 
or TRADE (Mr. Rrreniz, Croydon) : 
No, Sir, I do not think the Question 
referred to by my hon. Friend is within 
the purview of the Committee. 


TELEGRAPHISTS 
(TECHNICAL CERTIFICATES). 

Mr. P. C. DOOGAN (Tyrone, E.): I 
beg to ask the Secretary to the Treasury, 
as representing the Postmaster General, 
whether the recent regulation of award- 
ing double increments to telegraphists 
holding qualifying technical certificates 
will be reconsidered, with a view either 
to make the scheme retrospective or to 
pay the bonus increment to all duly 
qualified officers from Ist of April last, 
being the date when the rule came into 
operation ? 

Tus SECRETARY to tne TREA- 
SURY (Mr. R. W. Hansury, Preston) : 
the Postmaster General is not prepared 
to make the scheme retrospective. In 
concert with myself, he is considering 
the whole case which certain Members 
of this House, on the part of the tele- 
graphists and other branches of the 
Service have recently placed before us, 
and we hope to be able to arrive at a 
decision on the whole subject at as early 
a date as the great mass of representa- 
tions submitted may render possible. 


BROOK HOSPITAL. 

Mr. E. H. PICKERSGILL (Bethnal 
Green, S.W.): I beg to ask the Presi- 
dent of the Local Government Board 
whether the cost of the Brook Hospital, 
recently erected by the Metropolitan 
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Asylums Board, has been £64,000 in ex- 
cess of the estimates presented by the 
Board, and £50,000 in excess of the 
actual amounts of contracts entered 
into; and whether, before he issues a 
further order for expenditure in respect 
of the erection, of this hospital, he will 
have inquiry made into the causes of this 
extraordinary excess ? 

Tue PRESIDENT or toe LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT BOARD (Mr. Henry 
Cuap in, Lincolnshire, Sleaford): The 
facts as regards the amount by which the 
cost of the hospital exceeds the amount 
of the estimates and of the various con- 
tracts entered into are, I believe, as 
stated in the Question. The managers 
have received a report from the com- 
mittee of the hospital as to these ex- 
penses, and the consideration by them of 
the report has been adjourned. Before 
sanctioning a further loan the Board 
will certainly consider all the circum- 
stances connected with the actual ex- 
penditure andthe increase of the cost 
over the estimates, 


TELEGRAMS (ENGLAND TO BELFAST), 

Mr. McCARTAN: I beg to ask the 
Secretary to the Treasury, as represent- 
ing the Postmaster General, whether 
his attention has been called to the com- 
plaint made in the Belfast Evening Tele- 
graph on 19th July last as to the delay 
in the transmission of sporting and other 
telegrams from England to Belfast ; 
whether he is aware that on the pre- 
vious Saturday evening a telegram from 
Birmingham to the Belfast Evening Tele- 
graph took three hours and two minutes 
in transmission; and whether he will 
take steps to prevent a repetition of such 
delay in the transmission of telegrams 
to Belfast newspapers ? 

Mr. HANBURY: The Postmaster 
General’s attention has been drawn to 
the complaint made in the Belfast Even- 
ing Telegraph on the 19th July, to 
which the hon. Member refers. With 
regard to the particular telegram referred 
to in the second paragraph, the Post- 
master General very much regrets to 
find that it was mislaid in the Beifast 
office, and this caused the great delay 
complained of. The Postmaster General 


will be glad to take every step in his 
power to prevent a repetition of any 
such delay. 


Mr. BE. H. Pickersgiil. 
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(Co. Down). 
NEWCASTLE PIER (CO. DOWN). 

Mr. McCARTAN : I beg to ask the 
President of the Board of Trade whether 
he is aware that the county Down 
Grand Jury practically accepted the 
terms and conditions subject to which 
the Treasury promised a grant of £5,000 
towards the urgently needed reconstruc- 
tion of Newcastle Pier and Harbour 
works ; whether any, and, if so, what 
difficulties have been placed in the way 
by the Board of Trade; and whether, 
considering the present dangerous state 
of the harbour, and the desirability of 
having the proposed harbour works 
erected without further delay, he will, 
in the interest of the fishermen and the 
local public, suggest to the Board of 
Trade to render facilities for enabling 
the Grand Jury to make some progress 
with the work ? 

Mr. HANBURY: My right hon. 
Friend has asked me to answer this 
question, as the Board of Trade have 
nothing whatever to do with the New- 
castle Harbour works. No doubt the 
hon. Member is confusing the Board of 
Trade with the Irish Board of Works. 
It is not the fact that the Grand Jury 
practically accepted the terms and con- 
ditions upon which the Treasury offered 
a grant in this case, and no difliculties 
have been placed in the way by the 
Board of Works. The fact is that the 
Grand Jury rejected the Board of Works 
scheme for reconstructing the old 
harbour, and put forward a scheme of 
their own for constructing an entirely 
new work. Apart from financial con- 
siderations, the difficulty is that this 
scheme for a new work could not legally 
be carried out by means of money 
borrowed from the Government and that 
the work, if executed, could not 
legally be maintained by the Grand 
Jury. The requirements of the law 
affecting the matter have been clearly 
explained to the Grand Jury, and the 
Board of Works have suggested to the 
County Surveyor modifications of the 
Grand Jury’s scheme with a view to 
meeting these difficulties. The matter 
now rests, not with the Board of Works, 
but with a Committee of the Grand Jury 
which, I understand, has been appointed 
to deal with the question. 
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TELEPHONE TRUNK WIRES. 

Mr. A. D. PROVAND (Glasgow, 
Blackfriars): I beg to ask the Secretary 
to the Treasury, as representing the 
Postmaster General, if he can state the 
amount expended on the Telephone 
Trunk wires and the amount earned by 
them from the date they were taken over 
from the National Telephone Company 
to the 30th June last ? 

Mr. HANBURY: The capital ex- 
penditure (partly estimated) on telephone 
trunk lines during the period in question 
was £199,184. ‘The expenses of main- 
tenance cannot be stated. The gross 
earnings for the same period amounted 
to £133,544. 

Mr. PROVAND asked why the ex- 
penses of maintenance could not be 
stated ? 

Mr. HANBURY: Because the ex- 
penses of telephone maintenance are 
included and cannot be separated from 
that for telegraph maintenance. 

Mr. PROVAND asked whether it 
would not be possible to lay an annual 
statement on the subject before the 
House ? 

Mr. HANBURY said that he was 
afraid that that could not be done. 


DEVONPORT DOCKYARD. 

Mr. B. L. COHEN (Islington, E.): I 
beg to ask the First Lord of the 
Admiralty whether an important repre- 
sentative of the German Navy was shown 
over Devonport Dockyard on_ the 
23rd inst. by the officials of the dock- 
yard, who were able to answer his 


numerous inquiries as to the inner 
working of the dockyard; whether 


similar facilities have been afforded at 
other British dockyards to gentlemen 
holding responsible positions in other 
foreign Navies; whether visits of in- 
spection are paid on behalf of the 
Admiralty by, and facilities afforded to, 
British officers at the naval establish- 
ments of the Great Powers; and whe- 
ther similar investigations are instituted 
on behalf of the Admiralty into the 
inner working of those establishments 4 

Tue FIRST LORD or toe ADMI- 
RALTY: A German naval constructor 
visited Devonport Dockyard, by per- 
mission of the Admiralty. He was 
granted no unusual facilities and given 
no special information. _ His visit was 


{5 Aucust 1897} 





390 


of the ordinary character, and he was 
accompanied, as is usual, by officers 
detailed for the purpose. The allegation 
that “numerous inquiries’? were made 
“as to the inner working of the yard” 
has no foundation in fact. Permission 
to visit the Royal dockyards is granted 
by the Admiralty to officers of foreign 
Navies, whose applications come through 
their Embassies and the Foreign Office. 
Similar facilities are granted by the Great 
Powers to British officers. 

*Mr. WEIR: May I ask whether 
the official in question had an opportunity 
of examining the mechanism of the 
Brennan torpedo? 

Tue FIRST LORD or toe ADMT- 
RALTY : No, Sir. [‘ Hear, hear!” and 
laughter. | 


Railway. 


NEW ZEALAND SHIPPING ACT. 
*Sirn CHARLES DILKE: I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies whether the representations 
made to the New Zealand Government 
as to their merchant shipping legislation 
concern only the current wages section, 
or whether any interference with the 
manning scale, possessed by New Zealand 
alone in Her Majesty’s Dominions, is 
also contemplated 4 
THe SECRETARY or STATE ror 
tHE COLONIES (Mr. J. CuaAmpBer.atrn, 
Birmingham, W.): The representations 
made to the Government of New Zealand 
in regard to their shipping legislation 
apply only to provisions contained in an 
Act passed in 1896, which, Her Majesty’s 
Government are advised, are inconsistent 
with the provisions of the Merchant 
Shipping Act, and purport to affect 
vessels not engaged in the coasting trade 
of the colony. 


KHORAT RAILWAY. 

Sir CHARLES DILKE: I beg to ask 
the Under Sécretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs if he can give the House any 
information concerning an arbitration 
with regard to the Khorat Railway, of 
which the Siamese Governmenthad taken 
forcible possession ; whether Sir Guilford 
Molesworth, when acting as_ British 
arbitrator in the dispute, resigned his 
position in consequence of the improper 
nature of the proceedings; and what 
steps are to be taken ? 
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Cork 


THE UNDER SECRETARY of 
STATE ror FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
(Mr. G. Curzon, Lancashire, Southport) : 
The dispute between the Siamese Rail- 
way Department and the English con- 
tractor was referred to arbitration in 
accordance with the provision to that 
effect in the contract. The contractor 
withdrew from the arbitration, and Sir 
G. Molesworth subsequently resigned his 
position as arbitrator. The matter is 
still under the consideration of the 
Government. 


JUVENILE PRISONERS (LONDON). 

Mr. PICKERSGILL: I beg to ask 
the President of the Local Government 
Board what steps have been taken by 
the Metropolitan Asylums Board, under 
the new Order, to previde accommodation 
for juvenile prisoners under remand ; and 
when such accommodation will be avail- 
able 4 

Mr. CHAPLIN: The Managers of 
the Metropolitan Asylums District are 
proceeding without delay with the con- 
sideration of arrangements which can be 
best made for provision for the several 
classes of children (including the remand 
children) of whom they are to under- 
take the care, and the Local Govern- 
ment Board have had more than one 
interview with the Managers on the sub- 
ject. But it is impossible at present to 
state when the accommodation for the 
children referred to by the hon. Member 
will be available. 

Mr. PICKERSGILL asked whether 
new buildings were to be erected for the 
accommodation of this class of prisoners ? 

Si MATTHEW WHITE RIDLEY 
said that he could not exactly say whe-| 
ther the Managers of the Board were | 
erecting new buildings for the purpose 
or whether the accommodation would be 
provided in the existing buildings. 


“KOW SHING” (LOSS). 
Cotoxern DENNY (Kilmarnock | 
Burghs) : I beg to ask the Under Secre- | 
tary of State for Foreign Affairs whether 
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the negotiations in relation to the com- 
pensation to British subjects who lost 
relatives in the Kow Shing are approach- | 
ing a satisfactory conclusion ? 


Mr. CURZON: I stated in reply to! 
@ previous Question that delay had been | 
i 
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caused by the illness of the late Chinese 
Minister, who is recently dead. As soon 
as the new Minister arrived Lord Salis- 
bury called his attention to the claim for 
the loss of the Kow Shing, and a note 
was received from him in June last 
stating that all the papers would be sent 
to Pekin for the information of the 
Chinese Government, and that he would 
acquaint Lord Salisbury with the nature 
of the instructions which he might re- 
ceive and with the views of the Chinese 
Government on the suggestion that the 
matter should be referred. 


CORK POST OFFICE. 

Mr. MAURICE HEALY (Cork): I 
beg to ask the Secretary to the Treasury, 
as representing the Postmaster General, 
at what date the next revision of the 
staff of the Cork Post Office is due ; and, 
if not immediately, whether arrange- 
ments could be made to accelerate it, 
with a view of settling the question of 
the night interval ? 

Mr. HANBURY: A revision of the 
indoor establishment of the Cork Post 
Office will take place shortly. Mean- 
while every opportunity will be taken of 
reducing the number of duties entailing 
the maintenance of the night interval. 

Mr. MAURICE HEALY : I beg to 
ask the Secretary to the Treasury, as 
representing the Postmaster General, at 
what date the retiring room now avail- 
able for the sorting staff of the Cork Post 
Office during the night interval was first 
permitted to be used by them ; whether 
the Postmaster General is aware that, 
though the sorting staff number 15, the 
room has only five chairs in it; and 
whether a few couches will now be pro- 
vided in the room to enable the members 
of the staff to rest during the night 
interval ? 

Mr. HANBURY: The retiring 
room has been available for the use of 
the sorting staff ever since the present 
office was opened, but formal permission 
to use the room was never given to the 
staff because they never asked for it. 
The sorting staff at night numbers not 
15 but 10, and the room has only four 
chairs in it. It is not the practice to 
provide couches in retiring rooms, and it 


‘is not proposed to do so at Cork; but 


care shall be taken that the number of 
chairs be made sufficient for the purpose. 
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If couches were provided in this case the 
room could no longer be used as a refresh- 
ment room. It is understood that as a 
matter of fact during the midnight 
interval in their work the men have all 
been in the habit of going to their homes 
which are close by. 


FISHERY CRUISERS. 

Mr. WEIR: I beg to ask the First 
Lord of the Admiralty, in view of the 
fact that the Admiralty cruisers Daisy 
and Beatrice are only sailing vessels, the 
first-named carrying only seven men and 
the latter five, and that these vessels are 
quite unsuitable for the protection of 
the interests of the line fishermen from 
the depredations of steam trawlers, will 
he provide a steam cruiser of sufficient 
speed to take the place of these two small 
sailing vessels? 

THe Hon. MemBer also asked the 
First Lord of the Admiralty whether he 
will place at the disposal of the Iishery 
Board for Scotland one of the Admi- 
ralty steam cruisers for the purpose of 
protecting the interests of the line fishe: 
men off the coast of the north and nor: i- 
west of Scotland, pending the delivery 
of the new fishery cruiser which was 
to have been ready by the Ist July, 
and which has not yet been com- 
menced ? 

Tue FIRST LORD or tHe ADMI- 
RALTY : I regret that I cannot meet 
the wishes of the hon. Member, in view of 
the number of Her Majesty’s vessels now 
employed on fishery duty on the coast of 
Scotland, and the needs of other parts of 
the United Kingdom. At the present 
time, besides the Jackal and her tender 
the Daisy, there are three gunboats and 
a large sailing yawl in Scotch waters. I 
need hardly remind the hon. Gentleman 
that the Admiralty always endeavour to 
meet any special application fur the 
presence of one of Her Majesty’s ships 
when the necessity arises. They have 
done so in the past, and they will do so 
in the future. 

*Mr. WEIR: I beg to ask the Lord 
Advocate, as representing the Secretary 
for Scotland, having regard to the fact 
that the Scottish Fishery Board’s new 
cruiser, which was to have been ready 
by the Ist July, has not yet been put in 
hand, will the Scottish Office approach 
the First Lord of the Admiralty with a 
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view to obtain the temporary services of 
one of the Admiralty’s steam cruisers for 
the purpose of protecting the interests 
of the line fishermen off the north and 
north-west coast of Scotland pending the 
completion of the new cruiser ? 

*THeE LORD ADVOCATE: The 
Secretary for Scotland does not in pre- 
sent circumstances propose to approach 
the Admiralty in the direction re- 
ferred to. 


Harbour. 


ENTERIC FEVER (AGRA). 

Sir J. FERGUSSON (Manchester, 
N.E.): On behalf of the hon. Member 
for Shropshire, Newport (Colonel 
Kenyon-Sianey), I beg to ask the Under 
Secretary of State for War whether in 
the 2nd Battalion York and Lancaster 
Regiment, stationed at Agra, there were, 
between 23rd February and 27th June 
1897, 77 admissions into hospital from 
enteric fever, resulting in the deaths of 
one officer and 18 non-commissioned 
officers and men; whether he can state 
how many cases of enteric fever were 
developed in the military hospital by 
men under treatment for venereal and 
other diseases ; and whether he will in- 
stitute an inquiry into the causes of this 
outbreak, and into the water supply ? 

Tue UNDER SECRETARY or 
STATE ror WAR (Mr. Broprick, 
Surrey, Guildford) : The returns received 
from Agra do not extend beyond April 
30th. During the months of February, 
March, and April there appear to have 
been 63 admissions from the 2nd 
Battalion York and Lancaster Regiment 
for enteric fever and 12 deaths, the 
great outbreak having occurred in April. 
There are no returns to show how many 
cases were developed in hospital in men 
suffering from other diseases. A special 
investigation was immediately instituted, 
with the result that the water supplied 
by the municipal authorities has been 
found to be infected with the enteric 
microbe. Every possible precaution has 
been taken; and it was stated in the 
report for April that the epidemic seemed 
to be abating. 


DONAGHADEE HARBOUR. 

Mr. McCARTAN: I beg to ask the 
President of the Board of Trade with 
reference to the dredger sent to Donag- 
hadee Harbour last year, whether he is 
aware that the failure to complete the 
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work of removing the stones and silting | that out of a total of five battleships two 
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(Oswestry). 


was because the wrong class of dredger|are British. Of 11 cruisers two are 
was sent there ; whether he is aware that | British. Of eight torpedo gunboats one 
Donaghadee is really the only harbour of is British. And of eight torpedo boats 
refuge between Carlingford Lough and ‘none are British. To sum up, out of a 
Belfast Lough on the east coast of | total force of 52 war-vessels in Cretan 
Ireland, and that a number of vessels| waters at the present time, five are 
have sustained damage owing to the British. With reference to the hon. 
dangerous state of the harbour during) Member's supplemental Question, I may 
the last few years; and, whether the) say that the Admirals have decided that 
Board of Trade will, under the circum- | they will not permit the entry of Turkish 
stances, consider the desirability of! warships in Canea Bay—[chcers]—and 
sending the proper sort of dredger to) they have informed the Turkish Governor 
Donaghadee without further delay, in|General of their decision. [ Cheers. | 
order to remove the danger and to render | Their action is not disapproved by Her 
the harbour a place of safety for vessels 1) Majesty’s Government. [oud cheers.| 
*Mr. HANBURY: Here, again, the | 

hon Member has confused the Board of | 
Trade with the Irish Board of Works. The} RELIEVING OFFICER (OSWESTRY). 
Board of Trade has nothing to do with! Mr. JAMES STUART (Shoreditch, 
dredging this harbour. As I explained | Hoxton): I beg to ask the President of 
in reply to a similar question only a week | the Local Government Board (1) whether 
ago, the Board of Works Kingstown he is aware that the wife of the late 
dredger removed 5,000 tons of spoil relieving officer at Oswestry (Mr. Price) 
before she was withdrawn, but could not! performed the duties of her husband 
dredge the stones. To do this would! during his illness for about a year, and 
cost about £1,500, and the utility of the that, when the office became vacant, the 
harbourdoes not appear to justifyso heavy | Guardians unanimously appointed Mrs. 
an expenditure from public funds. In| Price to the position ; (2) whether, as 
the comparatively short distance between | such appointment though unusual is not 
Carlingford Lough and Belfast Lough I | illegal, he will explain on what grounds 
am advised that anchorage is to be) the Local Government Board addressed 
obtained in numerous other sheltering |a letter to the Guardians to the effect 
bays, and there is also Ardglass Harbour. | that, having regard to the duties which 
No strandings of vessels at Donaghadee devolve on a relieving officer, they are 
have been reported during the last two | unable to concur in the proposal that the 
years. In the three previous years, four | office should be held by a woman, and in 
small vessels, with tonnage varying from | consequence cannot assent to the appoint- 
33 to 94 tons, were reported as stranded, ment of Mrs. Price ; and (3) if he would 
but only one case was serious and none | state what duties of a relieving officer 
were attended with loss of life ; and as I Mrs. Price is unable to perform ; and, if 
said last week, the harbour is not in a | there be none, whether the Local Govern- 
dangerous state. ment Board will withdraw their objection 
to her appointment ? 

Mr. CHAPLIN : I answered the 


CRETE (BRITISH FLEET). Question in the first two paragraphs last 


Mr. ROBERT WALLACE (Edin- 
burgh, E.): I beg to ask the First Lord 
of the Admiralty what is the proportion 





week. With regard to the third Question, 
among the duties which we think could 
not be equally well performed by a 


of British ships, in number and class, to} woman are those in connection with 
the total fleet of the Concert of Europe | lunatics, such as those of taking lunatics 
now in Cretan waters. The hon. Member | before Justices and removing to the 
further asked the right hon. Gentleman | workhouse or county asylum. As the 
whether he had sent any instructions to| hon. Member will realise, if the Board 
the British Admiral in view of the were to assent to such an appointment as 
possible irruption of the Turkish fleet? | that proposed at Oswestry they must be 


Tae FIRST LORD or tue ADMI- prepared to assent to similar appoint- 
RALTY : With reference to the Ques-| ments when they are proposed elsewhere. 
tion on the Notice Paper, I have to say It would be an entire departure from the 


Mr. McCartan 
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practice hitherto recognised, and I have 
no reasons before me at present sufficient 
to warrant me in making the change. 


IMPERIAL AND COLONIAL TROOPS. 

Mr. J. F. HOGAN (Tipperary, Mid) : 
I beg to ask the Under Secretary of 
State for War whether he is in a position 
to afford any information as to the con- 
templated interchange of Imperial and 
Colonial troops ; and, have the Colonial 
Governments been consulted ; and, if so, 
with what resu!t ? 

Mr. BRODRICK : The answer to the 
first Question is in the negative. I must 
refer the hon. Member for the second 
Question to the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies. 


CARRIAGE OF “ERMAN GOODS 
(P. AND COMPANY). 

Mr. HOGAN : i beg to ask the Secre- 
tary tothe Treasury, as representing the 
Postmaster General, whether he will 
cause inquiry to be made into a state- 
ment by a member of the Legislative 
Assembly of Victoria, on 23rd June, 
that the P. and O. Company are carry- 
ing German goods to Australia at a re- 
duction of 50 per cent. on ordinary 
rates, having regard to the fact that this 
company receives large subsidies from 
the Imperial and Colonial Treasuries for 
the carriage of Her Majesty’s mails ? 

*Mr. HANBURY: The matter is not 
one which affects the mail service, or one 
over which the Postmaster General hasany 
control. He is, however, informed by 
the P. and O. Company that there is no 
foundation for the statement that the 
company are carrying German goods to 
Australia at a reduction of 50 per cent on 
ordinary rates. They state that, as a 
matter of fact, no reduction whatever is 
made in matter of favour of German 


goods. 


PUBLIC BUILDINGS (LONDON). 

Mr. HOGAN : I beg to ask the Secre- 
tary of State for the Home Department 
whether he has observed that the 
Theatres and Music Halls Committee of 
the London County Council has reported 
that bazaars and public meetings are 
frequently held in premises that are 
utterly unsuitable for such purposes ; 


and whether, during the Recess, he will, 
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in the interests of the public safety, 
frame a Measure that will give local 
authorities full rights of jurisdiction and 
control over all buildings used for public 
assemblies 4 

Sir MATTHEW WHITE RIDLEY : 
As I stated in reply to a Question in 
this House last May, I am considering 
this matter with a view to possible 
legislation. 


Trade Dispute. 


BRITISH NEW GUINEA. 

Mr. HOGAN : I beg to ask the Secre- 
tary of State for the Colonies whether a 
new scheme of administration for British 
New Guinea is in contemplation or has 
been decided upon ? 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN: No new 
scheme for the administration of New 
Guinea has been decided upon. 


NEW HEBRIDES. 

Mr. HOGAN: I beg to ask the 
Under Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs whether the dual control of the 
New Hebrides by Great Britain and 
France will shortly expire by effluxion of 
time; and, whether it is proposed to 
continue this system; and, if so, will 
care be taken in any fresh agreement to 
provide that French traders, equally 
with English traders will be debarred 
from selling spirits and fire-arms to the 
natives of the New Hebrides ? 

Mr. CURZON: The agreement 
between the British and French Govern- 
ments relative to the New Hebrides has 
no fixed time for expiry, and there is no 
intention on the part of Her Majesty’s 
Government to discontinue it. 


ENGINEERING TRADE DISPUTE. 

Mr. EDMUND ROBERTSON 
(Dundee) : I beg to ask the President of 
the Board of Trade, whether any steps 
have been taken, or will be taken, to 
invite the parties to the dispute in the 
engineering trade to refer the matter in 
dispute to arbitration ? 

Mr. RITCHIE: I am not of opinion 
that any invitation from the Board of 
Trade would be effective at the present 
stage of the negotiations, but should the 
good offices of the Department be asked 
for they will be at the disposal of the 
parties. 
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Southwark and Vauxhall 
JHALAWAR STATE. 


Mr. PICKERSGILL: I beg to ask 
the Secretary of State for India whether 
Papers will be presented to Parliament 
relating to the recent partition of the 
Jhalawar State, and the annexation of 
the larger portion of it to the State of 
Kotah ; and whether he will include in 
these Papers copies of the Dispatches of 
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the Government of India initiating these 
measures, and of the replies of the 
Secretary of State in Council confirming 
the annexation, with any dissents in| 
either case; and whether he will also| 
include a copy of the Treaty by which | 
Jhalawar was established as a separate 
State in 1838 3 

Lorp GEORGE HAMILTON : My | 
answer to both Questions is in the | 
affirmative, but I must await the final | 
report of the Government on the) 
arrangements made before I can under- | 
take to lay the Papers on the Table. | 








IRISH LAND ACTS | 
(ROYAL COMMISSION). | 


Mr. MACALEESE: I beg to ask the | 
Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant | 
of Ireland whether it is intended to| 
afford all reasonable facilities to tenant | 
farmers and the land valuers acting on 
their behalf to give evidence before the 
Land Acts Inquiry Commission as to| 
the various matters complained of by 
them in the procedure, practice, and 
methods of valuation followed by the 
Land Commission and Civil Bill Courts 
in Ireland under the Land Acts in 
fixing fair rents, &c., more especially in | 
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FERMANAGH SCHOOL ESTATE. 


Mr. DOOGAN: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether he is now in a position 
to state on what conditions the Commis- 
sioners of Education have decided to sell 
their Fermanagh School Estates to the 
tenants ? 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: The 
Commissioners have not yet decided 
whether they will sell these estates to the 
tenants. An offer has been made to the 
Standing Committee of the Commis- 
sioners to whom the whole matter was 
referred, but the question whether that 
offer is to be accepted or not cannot be 
decided until the next meeting of the 
Commissioners. 


SOUTHWARK AND VAUXHALL 
WATER COMPANY. 


Mr. R. K. CAUSTON (Southwark, 
W.): I beg to ask the President of the 


| Local Government Board whether he 


has considered the report, to which his 
attention has been drawn, of the sani- 
tary inspectors of the parish of St. George 
the Martyr, Southwark, in relation to 
the intermittent supp'y of water to a 
large number of consumers in Southwark 
by the Southwark and Vauxhall Water 
Company; and whether he has now 
altered his views that there is no reason- 
able cause for complaint in the district, 
and will he take immediate action to 
remedy the evil ? 


Mr. CHAPLIN: I have considered 
the reports. They related to deficiencies 


appeal cases ; and whether it is intended | which almost all occurred several weeks 
that the Commission will sit in the | previously to the date of the communi- 
various districts throughout the country | cation from the Vestry. I have no 


at least where appeals from the Sub-| information and no evidence to show 


Commissioners have been heard; and 
when it is proposed that the sittings 
shall commence ? 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: As I 
have already stated in answer to a some- 
what similar question addressed to me 
by the hon. Member for Kilkenny, the 
procedure of the Royal Commission, as 
well as the time and place of their 
sittings, will be settled by the Com- 
missioners themselves, to whom I will 
refer this Question of the hon. Member. 





that there is any deficiency at the present 
time. I do not know whether the Vestry, 
when they had notice of these deficiencies, 
communicated with the water company, 
which might, I think, have been done 
with advantage. But they will have the 
opportunity directly, in the case of com- 
plaints, of taking action under the Bill 
which has been passed by Parliament 
during this Session. I am not aware of 


any further steps which I could take on 
behalf of the Local Government Board. 
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METROPOLITAN POLICE 
(SOUTHWARK). 

Mr. CAUSTON: I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for the Home Depart- 
ment what action has been taken with 
regard to a communication sent to the 
Commissioner of Police by the Vestry of 
Christ Church, Southwark, as to want of 
a sufficient number of police constables 
for day and night service in that parish 4 

Sin MATTHEW WHITE RIDLEY: 
I have come to the conclusion, after 
consultation with the Commissioner, that 
there is nothing special in the circum- 
stances of the district to justify it being 
treated exceptionally as compared with 
other districts of a similar character. I 
am satisfied that the present number of 
police is sufficient for the needs of the 
districts. 


ASSAULT BY MAGISTRATE (HYDE). 

Mr. WILLIAM JONES (Carnarvon, 
Arfon): I beg to ask the Secretary of 
State for the Home Department whether 
the Lord Chancellor has concluded his 
proposed Inquiry and come to any, and 
if so what, decision in regard to Mr. 
James Shenton, a Justice of the Peace 
for the county of Chester and a member 
of the Hyde Town Council, who was 
fined the maximum penalty that could 
be imposed, namely, £3 and £2 costs, by 
the Hyde Borough Magistrates on 
Wednesday the 7th of July, for an 
assault committed upon Mr. A. P. 
Whitehead, also a member of the Hyde 
Town Council, at a meeting of the 
Council on the 16th of June ? 

Sir MATTHEW WHITE RIDLEY : 
The Lord Chancellor informs me that 
Mr. Shenton resigned his office as a 
magistrate last week. 


SCHOOL ATTENDANCE GRANTS. 

Mr. W. WOODALL (Hanley): I 
beg to ask the Vice President of the 
Committee of Council on Education 
whether he will lay upon the Table of 
the House figures showing how the new 
attendance grant proposed to be made 
for art instruction is an exact equivalent 
of the results grant hitherto made, 
together with a list of the schools of art 
in the United Kingdom which last year 
under the option grant had elected to 
receive the attendance grant in place of 
the results grant ? 
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Mr. HANBURY (for Sir J. Gorst) : 
My right hon, Friend asks me to say 
that the Committee of Council will lay 
upon the Table a list of schools of art 
which last year elected to receive the 
attendance grant; but they cannot 
undertake to furnish the figures asked 
for in the first part of the Question. 


Constabulary. 


REVOLVER EXCISE LICENCE (FERMOY). 

Mr. T. M. HEALY (Louth, N.): I beg 
to ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland if Thomas Condon, 
Ballyclough, Fermoy, who was recently 
convicted of assault and bound to the 
peace, is the same man who, on 20th June, 
fired three shots at some persons from a 
revolver ; was the firing reported to the 
police ; whether Condon has an excise 
licence ; if not, why was he not prose- 
cuted under 33 and 34 Vic., c. 37; and 
will the licence granted to him by Mr. 
Kilbride, R.M., under the Arms Act, be 
continued ? 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: Condon 
was fined for assault in December last, 
and also required to give sureties to keep 
the peace. His mother is tenant of an 
evicted farm, and the assault, of which 
he was convicted, was committed when 
he with other members of his family 
resisted an attempt made by the evicted 
tenant to drive Mrs. Condon’s cattle off 
the farm. Other disturbances have since 
taken place in connection with this farm, 
and on the 30th May the fences on the 
holding were thrown down and burned. 
Two persons were made amenable for riot 
on this occasion. It was alleged by the 
evictel tenant that Condon fired shots 
from a revolver with intent to do bodily 
harm, and the fact was reported to the 
police, but the case was dismissed by the 
Magistrates at Petty Sessions. Condon 
has not an excise licence for the revolver, 
and the Inland Revenue authorities have 
directed proceedings to be instituted 
against him for his failure to take out 
such a licence. He holds a licence under 
the Arms Act, and there are no sufficient 
reasons for depriving him of this licence. 


ROYAL IRISH CONSTABULARY. 

Mr. T. M. HEALY: I beg to ask the 
Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland whether the questions set at 
a competitive examination for head con- 
stable, held at the Royal Irish Constabu- 
lary Depét, Dublin, on 29th June, were 
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typewritten beforehand by a member of | and, whether it is necessary that an in- 
the Constabulary ; if so, what is his name | mate should be a certain time, and, if 
and rank and where is he at present} so, what length of time, in a union work- 
stationed ; can he say how long the candi-| house before being sent to Dublin for 
date who got first place had been in| medical treatment? 

charge of a station in his entire Senveee | Mr. GERALD BALFOUR : The auditor 
prior to said examination to qualify him | held that the patients, whose expenses 
for the appointment; will he also state in Dublin hospitals he surcharged, were 
if the examination papers of the Dublin | not bond fide inmates of the workhouse, 
Metropolitan police examination recently | their names having been merely entered 


Africa Company, 


held were printed or typewritten ; has it | 
come to his knowledge that in both forces | 
an uneasiness exists as to possibility of | 
examination papers reaching some of the | 
candidates beforehand; and, will he 
direct strict provision to be made to 
guard against such a contingency in, 
future competitions? 


Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: This Ques- 
tion was answered by me on Tuesday, in 
the absence of the hon. and learned | 
Member. 


aenenaiani 
Mr. J. CARVELL WILLIAMS (Notts, | 
Mansfield): I beg to ask the President of | 
the Local Government Board whether he | 
is aware that at a recent meeting of the | 
Lambeth Board of Guardians it was re- | 
ported that a female inmate of the| 
Prince’s Road Workhouse, who refused to | 
attend church on Sunday, had been 
punished by being put for one meal on 
bread and water ; and, whether Poor Law | 
officials have a right to compel the atten- | 
dance of indoor paupers at public wor- | 
ship and to punish them on their refusal | 
to do so? 


Mr. CHAPLIN: The facts are as 
stated. I am advised that Poor Law 
officials have a right to require the attend- 
ance of indoor paupers not legally exempt 
as dissenting from the Church of Eng- 
land, at Divine service, and, unless a 
reasonable excuse is given, to inflict 
punishment under the regulations as in 
the case of a disorderly person. 


ROAD WORKHOUSE 
LAMBETH). 


TULLA BOARD OF GUARDIANS. 


Mr. WILLIAM REDMOND (Clare, 
E.): I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to 
the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland whether 
the Tulla Board of Guardians were sur- 
charged for sending patients who were 
inmates to Dublin for medical treatment ; 


Mr, TAM. Tealy. 
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on the workhouse books as a preliminary 
to sending them for special treatment to 
Dublin. The Act dealing with this matter 
is the Poor Law Amendment Act of 1862. 
No particular length of time in a work- 
house is specified in the Act as necessary 
to qualify an inmate for transmission to 
a special hospital. All that is necessary 
is that such persons should be bond fide 


| inmates at the time they are sent. 


BRITISH SOUTH AFRICA COMPANY. 


Mr. ARNOLD-FORSTER : I beg to ask 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies 


| whether the British South Africa Com- 


pany has yet complied with the Order 
made by the Select Committee on the 
11th February last, directing them to 
present full and detailed account of their 
finances and of money raised and ex- 
pended by the Company in each year 
since the grant of the charter, detailed 
accounts for the years 1895 and 1896 
being first supplied ; a statement of the 
system pursued in respect of land grants 
and mineral concessions and the condi- 
tions attaching to the same, accompanied 
by a statement of the persons to whom 
such concessions have been made; a 
statement for each year of their executive 


| and administrative stafi, with the func- 


tions of the different persons employed 
and the cost of the same ; a statement of 
the disposal of cattle by the Company 
upon the annexation of Lo Benguela’s 
possessions in Matabeland and_subse- 
quently ; and, an account of the system 
pursued by the Company in respect of 
the supply and employment of labour in 


| the territories under their control ; whe- 


ther, in the event of the Order of the 
Committee having been complied with, 
the documents ordered to be produced 
will be printed for the information of the 
House ; and whether, in the event of the 
Company having failed or refused to 
comply with the Order of the Committee, 
any attempt has been or will be made to 
secure the carrying out of the Order ? 
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Mr. CHAMBERLAIN: Some of the 
information asked for appears in the 
appendix, and, the Committee having 
reported, I will consider whether it is 
desirable to press for that part of the 
information which has not yet been 
supplied. 


Temporary Rural 


BORSTAL PRISON. 

Viscount CRANBORNE (Rochester) : 
I beg to ask the Secretary of State for 
the Home Department whether he is 
aware that Frederick Silver sustained an 
injury arising out of and in the course 
of his employment as Convict Warder 
of Borstal Prison in April 1894, which 
compelled him to leave the service, and 
which rendered him totally unfit for any 
hard manual labour; and that only the 
ordinary pension of about ls. 43d. a day 
has been awarded to him; whether he 
has applied in vain for a special pension 
which is permitted in certain cases ; and 
whether, under the circumstances, his 
case will be reconsidered ? 

Sir MATTHEW WHITE RIDLEY: 
I am aware of the circumstances of this 
case, all of which have been fully con- 
sidered, and I am afraid that there is no 
ground on which I can properly urge a 
reconsideration by the Treasury. 


VOLUNTARY SCHOOLS ACT. 

Viscount CRANBORNE: I beg to ask 
the Vice President of the Committee of 
Council (1) whether he is aware that 
there is a rumour that no payment will 
be made under the Voluntary Schools Act 
until February 1898 ; and (2) whether he 
will give an assurance that there shall 
be no delay, so far as the Department is 
concerned, in settling the schemes, and 
in paying the money accordingly ? 

Mr. HANBURY (for Sir Joun Gorst) : 
My right hon. Friend asks me to say 
that the answer to the first paragraph 
is in the negative ; to the second, in the 
affirmative. 


TEMPORARY RURAL POSTMAN 
(ASCOT). 
Mr. A. K. LOYD (Berks, Abingdon) : 
I beg to ask the Secretary to the Trea- 
sury, as representing the Postmaster 
General, (1) whether his attention has 
been drawn to the case of Corporal Heber 
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Fowler, of West Challow, Wantage, 
Berks, who after serving six years and 32 
days in the 1st Royal Berks Regiment of 
Foot, and earning the Egyptian war 
medal 1882, and the Khedive bronze 
star, a certificate that his conduct and 
character while with the colours were 
good, and two good conduct badges, and 
after completing his service of 5 years 
and 333 days in the reserve, received 
notice through the officer commanding 
the 49th Regimental Depét that a 
vacancy had occurred for a rural post- 
man at Ascot, and, after applying for 
the post, was directed by the postmaster 
at Ascot to report himself there on 19th 
June 1893 ; (2) whether he is aware that 
in order to comply with such notice Cor- 
poral Fowler broke up his home at. West 
Challow, and left the service of Mr. 
Sherwill, under whom (with a short 
break of three months) he had been em- 
ployed since 1888 as groom at 12s. a 
week ; (3) is he aware Corporal Fowler 
discharged the duties at Ascot as tem- 
porary rural postman for about nine 
months, to the satisfaction of the post- 
master and of the neighbourhood gene- 
rally, and then passed an examination by 
the Civil Service Commissioners for ad- 
mission to the permanent post; (4) will 
he explain on what grounds the Civil 
Service Commissioners on Ist March 
1894 announced to him that they had 
withheld their certificate on the ground 
that they were unable to certify that his 
character was such as to qualify him for 
public employment, and is he aware that 
from that time to the present Corporal 
Fowler has been refused any informa- 
tion of the particular in which his 
character was considered unsatisfactory, 
or any opportunity of being heard in 
his own defence, and has in consequence 
been refused, by the Inspector General 
of Recruiting, permission either to re- 
join the colours or to be admitted to 
Government employ; and (5) whether 
the Postmaster General will reconsider 
his decision in the matter? 

Mr. HANBURY: The attention of the 
Postmaster General has been drawn to 
the case, and the facts are generally as 
stated in the first and third paragraphs 
of the hon. Member’s Question. On the 
subject of the second paragraph the 
Postmaster General has no information. 
It is not for the Postmaster General to 
review or explain the action of the Civil 
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Transvaal, 


Service Commissioners, and as he has 
come to no decision on the subject, it 
is obviously not for him to reconsider 
the case. 


REGENT’S CANAL. 

Sir M. BHOWNAGGREE: I beg to 
ask the Secretary of State for the Home 
Department (1) if there have been any 
deaths, and if so, how many, within the 
last 12 months by accidental drowning 
in the east end portion of the Regent’s 
Canal ; and (2) if it is proposed to adopt 
any special precautions during the winter 
against accidents likely to result from 
the unprotected condition of that part 
of the Canal? 

Sm MATTHEW WHITE RIDLEY: 
I have not the information which would 
enable me to answer the first paragraph 
of the Question, but I will call for it and 
communicate it to the hon. Member. As 
I informed him on a previous occasion, 
I have no power to compel the adoption 
of the necessary precautions, but in ac- 
cordance with the promise I then gave I 
brought the matter to the notice of the 
directors of the company, whose pro- 
perty the canal banks are, and I have 
been given to understand by them that 
they do not intend taking any steps in 
the matter. In these circumstances I 
propose, after obtaining a special report 
on the place where the majority of the 
accidents occur, to consider what further 
action on my part is desirable and pos- 
sible in the interest of the public safety. 
[“ Hear, hear! ”] 


RURAL POSTMEN (IRELAND). 

Mr. PATRICK O'BRIEN (Kilkenny) : 
I beg to ask the Secretary to the Trea- 
sury, as representing the Postmaster 
General, whether rural postmen would be 
allowed to use a donkey and car on their 
route if willing to provide such convey- 
ance at their own expense; whether 
rural postmen are entitled to an extra 
day’s pay in lieu of a day’s leave for all 
Bank Holidays; and is he aware that 
pcstmen at some offices in Ireland only 
get such allowance for Good Friday and 
Christmas Day? 

Mr. HANBURY: Rural postmen on 
feot posts are allowed, on application, to 
use a horse or donkey and cart at their 
own expense, unless there be some special 
reason why permission should not be 


Mr. Hanbury. 
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given. It is the rule for all postmen to 
receive extra pay for work done on Bank 
Holidays, or leave in lieu thereof if they 
prefer it. The Postmaster General is 
not aware of any case in which extra pay 
is limited to Christmas Day and Good 
Friday ; but if the hon. Member knows 
of any instance, the Postmaster General 
will be glad to hear from him in order 
that the matter may be inquired into. 

Mr. PATRICK O’BRIEN : I beg to ask 
the Secretary to the Treasury, as repre- 
senting the Postmaster General, whether 
rural postmen at head offices in Ireland 
have received the increase of Is. 6d. per 
week, while men attached to sub-offices 
are not entitled to receive it until April 
next ; and, if so, why are the two classes 
of postmen treated differently; and 
whether the rural postmen attached to 
head offices also receive 2s. more maxi- 
mum pay than the sub-office men who 
work the same number of hours? 

Mr. HANBURY: The Postmaster 
General is not aware of any such differ- 
ence of treatment between the two classes 
of postmen as that described. Inquiry 
will be made in the matter. The maxi- 
mum pay of the rural postmen attached 
to a head office is 2s. below that of the 
town postmen at the same office, and the 
same principle applies as a rule to the 
larger sub-offices. 


Transvaal. 


TRANSVAAL. 

Sm ELLIS ASHMEAD-BARTLETT 
(Sheffield, Ecclesall): I beg to ask the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies 
whether he can give the House any infor- 
mation as to the Aliens Expulsion Act, 
the Press Coercion Act, and the Act for 
placing the Judges under the control of 
the Executive, passed by the Boer Volks- 
raad last year; and also state the pur- 
port of the Report just made by the Com- 
mission to inquire into the monopolies 
and taxation upon the industries of the 
Rand ; and whether the Government pro- 
pose to refer to arbitration the questions 
at issue between this country and the 
Transvaal ? 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN: The British 
Agent at Pretoria has reported that a 
Motion for the revision of the Aliens Ex- 
pulsion Law has been passed by the 
Velksraad. I have no official informa- 
tion of the terms of the Motion. The 
High Court of the Transvaal has quashed 
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an Order of the Executive under the 
Press Law, suppressing for a certain 
period the publication of a newspaper, 
on the ground that the law did not autho- 
rise the prohibition to publish documeuts 
not already printed. As regards the law 
relating to the Judges, I understand that 
negotiations are still in progress between 
the Government and the Judges. I have 
not received any particulars of the Re- 
port of the Commission referred to. 


QUARANTINE (COLOMBO). 

Sir CHARLES CAYZER (Barvow-in- 
Furness): I beg to ask the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies if he is aware that 
steamers proceeding from Bombay to 
Colombo are subject to ten days’ quaran- 
tine at the latter port, although there is 
no evidence of sickness on board; and 
whether he will make inquiries with a 
view to stopping this excessive delay in 
the case of vessels having clean bills of 
health ? 

Mr. CHAMBERLAIN: My attention 
has been drawn to the stringent quaran- 
tine regulations imposed at Colombo, and 
I have addressed a Dispatch to the Gover- 
nor suggesting modification. 


HORSE BREEDING 
(ROYAL COMMISSION). 

Sir CHARLES CAYZER: I beg to ask 
the Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieu- 
tenant of Ireland if he can state when 
the Report of the Royal Commission on 
Herse Breeding in Ireland will be issued 
to Members? 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: The Re- 
port of the Royal Commission on Horse 
Breeding in Ireland has been presented 
to the Lord Lieutenant, and will be circu- 
lated amongst Members with the least 
possible delay. 


MURDER CONVICTION (LEICESTER). 

Mr. HAZELL: I beg to ask the Secre- 
tary of State for the Home Department, 
with reference to the report of the trial 
at Leicester of William Henry Broughton 
for the murder of his father on 
15th March last, under great provoca- 
tion, when the jury found him guilty of 
murder but strongly recommended him 
to mercy, and he was thereupon sen- 
tenced to death, but within two days 
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was respited, and subsequently the sen- 
tence was reduced to ten years’ penal 
servitude, whether, seeing that this is an 
example of a considerable number of 
trials where the death sentence is pro- 
nounced with no likelihood of its being 
carried out, he will consider the advisa- 
bility of introducing a Bill to deal with 
the case of a person convicted by a jury 
of murder but recommended to mercy 
on the ground that the crime was com- 
mitted under extenuating circumstances, 
but insufficient to reduce it to man- 
slaughter, so as to abolish the sentence 
of death in such a case? 

Sm MATTHEW WHITE RIDLEY: 
This question has been the subject of 
frequent consideration by my predeces- 
sors and by Her Majesty’s Judges, but 
every solution of it that has been sug- 
gested, including that mentioned by the 
hon. Member, has been thought to be 
open to serious objections, and I am not 
prepared to give any promise of intro- 
ducing legislation. 


SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES. 

Mr. G. C. T. BARTLEY (Islington, 
N.): I beg to ask the First Lord of the 
Treasury (1) whether he will grant, as an 
unopposed Return, the Return on the 
Paper on the subject of Supplementary 
Estimates; and (2) whether, if the Ses- 
sional Order No. 3114 be renewed next 
year, either as a Sessional or Standing 
Order, he will consider the desirability of 
excluding from its scope Supplementary 
Estimates involving altogether new 
branches of expenditure, so that this 
House may retain its right to discuss and 
consider, as well as to vote on, all such 
new branches of expenditure, though 
proposed at the end of a Session, and 
which, if provided for by Supplementary 
Estimates introduced shortly before the 
time limit in Supply is reached, may 
avoid all criticism by this House ? 

Toe FIRST LORD or tan TREA- 
SURY (Mr. A. J. Batrour, Manchester, 
E.): I believe there is no objection to 
the Return my hon. Friend asks for in 
the first paragraph of the Question. As 
regards the matter dealt with in the 
second paragraph, I quite agree that the 
system of Supplementary Estimates at 
the end of the Session and any other 
Estimates might under certain circum- 
stances be open to abuse, and I think 
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Prorogation 


the matter deserving of consideration. 
I cannot promise more at the present 
time. 


| to the 


UNIVERSITY DEGREES (BOGUS.) | 

Mr. J. W. SIDEBOTHAM (Cheshire, | 
Hyde): I beg to ask the First Lord of | 
the Treasury whether his attention has 
been called to an advertisement in a 
daily paper offering to confer degrees (in 
absentia) ou gentlemen of undoubted 
character and ability; whether he is 
aware that the advertisement is inserted 
on behalf of a so-called National Uni- | 
versity of Chicago, which has for its 
agents here a Mr. Mendel, of Lee, and a 
Mr. Horn, who carries on this traffic at 
Manchester, Preston (at several ad- 
dresses), and Jermyn Street, London, 
and who, according to his circular, offers 
degrees in the Faculties of Divinity, Law, 
Literature, Philosophy, Arts, and Music ; 
and that a letter has been received by 
an inquirer from the Chancellor of the 
Institution to the effect that if the council | 
fee of five dollars were forwarded, 
together with a recommendation from 
the agent, Mendel, a degree will be con- 
ferred ; and whether there is any such 
institution in the United States known | 
as the National University of Chicago, 
and if the Government will consider 
whether any steps can be taken to stop 
this alien interference with the duties 
and prerogatives of our authorised Uni- 
versities ? 

Toe FIRST LORD or tue TREA- 
SURY: I understand the Question of 
my hon. Friend refers to certain bogus 
degrees alleged to be given or to be 
offered at the present time in England. 
Whether it is practicable or desirable to 
prosecute those given to granting these 
degrees for obtaining money under false 
pretences [ am not sure, but I will have 
the matter inquired into. I am not 
aware whether there is any other method 
of dealing with it. 





LOCAL GOVERNMENT (IRELAND) BILL. 
Mr. JAMES O'CONNOR (Wicklow, 
W.): I beg to ask the First Lord of the 


Treasury whether in the Local Govern- 
ment (Ireland) Bill, which is to be intro- 
duced next Session, he will provide that 
the Irish Lights Board shall be an elec- 
tive body responsible to local authority? 


{COMMONS 





First Lord of the Treasury 





of Parliament. 412 
FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 


I have always declined to pledge 
in the course of this Session as 
details of a Bill to be proposed 
next Session; but, as to the particular 


THE 
SURY: 


myself 


| question, I may say that at first sight I 


do not see any connection between the 
Trish Lights Board and the general ques- 


tion of county government in Ireland. 


TURKEY AND GREECE. 

Mr. C. J. MONK (Gloucester) asked 
the Under Secretary for Foreign Affairs 
whether he could inform the House that 
the Great Powers had come to any deci- 
sion as to the amount of the indemnity 
to be paid by the Greek Government to 
Turkey, and, if so, whether he would 
state what the amount was? 

Mr. CURZON: Tonly got notice of the 
hon. Member’s Question just now, but 
even if the hon. Member had been able 
to give longer notice I should have found 
it difficult to give a reply. It is true 
that the sum of the indemnity has been 
agreed upon by the Powers, but at the 
same time it constitutes only one item 
in the draft preliminaries of peace, which 
I do not think I should be justified in 
disclosine until the whole of the negotia- 
tions are concluded. I think the House 
will see the force of that. [Cheers.| 


COLLIERY ROYALTIES IN INDIA. 

Mr. KIMBER asked the Secretary of 
State for India whether he was correctly 
reported to have stated in answer to a 
Question on July 30 that no royalties 
were paid by Indian collieries to the 
Government, except in Assam and 
Burma ? 

Lorp GEORGE HAMILTON: I regret 
that by an oversight my answer was as 
stated by the hon. Member. It should 


| have been stated that the Nerbudda Coal 


Company pays a royalty to Government, 
and its coal may compete with the 
Umaria coal. The directors of that com- 
pany have represented to me that such 
competition is not fair to them, and Iam 
now in correspondence with them on the 
subject. 


PROROGATION OF PARLIAMENT. 

Tue FIRST LORD or tHe TREA- 
SURY: I believe it would be for the con- 
venience of the House if the business 
to-morrow can be so arranged that an 
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early prorogation might be secured. 
[“ Hear, hear!”|] I think that would 
meet the views of hon. Gentlemen on 
both sides of the House. In these cir- 
cumstances I have no ground for beliey- 
ing that there is any desire on the Third 
Reading of the Appropriation Bill to re- 
sume the discussion which took place on 
the Second Reading. [* Oh, oh!” from 
Mr. Weir, and laughter.| If I am right 
in that conjecture, in spite of the protest 
of the hon. Member, I think that the best 
plan would be to meet at 10 a.m. to- 
merrow, and that the prorogation should 
take place in the afternoon. I move, 
“That the House at its rising adjourn 
until Ten o'clock To-morrow.” 

*Mr. WEIR urged that it was undesir- 
able to meet at such an early hour in the 
merning, seeing that the House might 
not rise until midnight or One or 
Two o'clock in the morning. It was in 
these circumstances hardly fair to ask 


hon. Members to re-assemble at such an | 


early hour. For example, he had that 
day received most unsatisfactory replies 
from the Lord Advocate— 

*Mr. SPEAKER : That has nothing to 
do with the Question before the House. 
*Mr. WEIR suggested that the meeting 
of the House should be put off until 
1o00n. [Cries of “No! ‘i He moved 
an Amendment to this effect. 

Motion 


Amendment not 


agreed to. 


seconded ; 


CONSOLIDATED FUND 
(APPROPRIATION) BILL. 

Sm E. ASHMEAD-BARTLETT asked 
whether it would be in order to raise the 
question connected with the reply given 
by the First Lord of the Admiralty as to 
the refusal of the Admirals to allow the 
Turkish Fleet to enter Canea Bay 
—{Nationalist cheers}—on the appro- 
priation of the salary of the First Lord of 
the Admiralty, or on the salary of the 
Foreign Secretary in Committee on the 
Appropriation Bill? 

*Mr. SPEAKER: That is a matter that | 
evuld be raised on the Third Reading of 
the Appropriation Biil; it could not be |} 
raised in Committee. 


*Mr. WEIR asked whether it would be | 
competent to raise the question of secur- 
ing cruisers to protect the interest of the 
lines of fishermen ? 
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Lismore Railway. 


*Mr. SPEAKER said that question 
would be dealt with when it arose. 


WATERFORD AND LISMORE RAILWAY. 

Mr. JOHN REDMOND (Waterford): 
I desire to ask the right hon. Gentleman 
the Secretary to the Treasury whether he 
ig now in a position to make any state- 
ment in regard to the sale of the Water- 
ford, Dungarvan, and Lismore Railway. 

Mr. HANBURY: Yes, Sir. The 
tender of the Great Western and the 
treat Southern and Western Railway 
Companies has been accepted, subject, of 
course, to a satisfactory arrangement 
being concluded between those companies 
and the Duke of Devonshire, who, as the 
hon. Member knows, is the owner of the 
adjoining Fermoy and Lismore line. 
The terms are that £93,000 shall be paid 
to the Treasury, and 2 per cent. on the 
capital towards the guarantee of the rate- 
payers, and that they shall purchase the 
shares at the sum of £7 12s. 6d. I ought 
to add that in order to insure the proper 
development of the district through which 
the line runs, it has been decided that 
the following clause shall be inserted in 
any Bill dealing with the future of the 
line: —1. If the Board of Works or the 
Treasury should be of opinion that the 
two companies are not properly working, 
maintaining, and developing the traffic 
of Waterford, Dungarvan, and Lismore 
line, and that the through or local rates 
or fares charged upon the line are un- 
reasonable, they may call upon the two 
companies to make such alterations in 
their mode of working, maintaining, or 
developing the traflic of the line, or in 
the rates or fares charged as they may 
think fit ; and should the two companies 
fail to make such alterations within a 
reasonable time after notice to them to 
that effect, the Board of Works or the 
Treasury may prefer a complaint against 
the two companies to the Railway Com- 


missioners, for an Order directing such 


alterations to be made, and thereupon 
the Railway Commissioners may make 
such Order on the complaint as to them 
may seem fit. 2. The two companies 
to provide a reasonable 
through service over the Waterford and 
Dungarvan line, with any railway com- 
pany in or hereafter making connection 
with that line at or near Waterford. 
82 
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Mr. JOHN DILLON (Mayo, E.): Is | 
there any provision as to the improve-| 
ment of the steamboat service? 

Mr. HANBURY: No; I do not think 
it is a condition that can fairly be im- 
posed, 

Mr. DILLON: I understood that in 
the tender they generally undertook to 
improve the steamboat service ? 

Mr. HANBURY: There is no doubt 
they intend to do that. 

CotoneEL DENNY: I wish to know 
whether the conditions laid down do not 
show a rather unusual state of affairs 
between the Treasury and the railway 
companies? 


*Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order ! 
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*Toe CHAIRMAN or WAYS axp 
MEANS: It is quite impossible to dis- 
any point that would be in 
order. |Laughter.| 

Bill reported without Amendment ; 
to be Read the Third time To-morrow. 





EAST INDIA REVENUE ACCOUNTS 
(INDIAN BUDGET). 


Order for Committee thereupon read. 


Motion made, and Question proposed, 
“That Mr. Speaker do now leave the 
Chair.” 


Tue SECRETARY or STATE ror 
INDIA (Lord Grorce Hamitron, Middle- 


| sex, Ealing) rose to make the annual 


ORDERS OF THE DAY. 


| statement as to the finances of India. He 


| said,—I think it would be for the con- 


CONSOLIDATED FUND 
(APPROPRIATION) BILL. 


Considered in Committee. 


[The Coarrman of Ways and Mgans, Mr. 
J. W. Lowruer, in the Chair. | 


Clause 1,-— 


Sm E. ASHMEAD-BARTLETT asked | 
whether it was not in order on this stage 
of the Appropriation Bill to adduce 
reasons why a specific item should not 
be appropriated ? 

*Tue CHAIRMAN or WAYS anp 
MEANS; No. The House having de- 
cided to appropriate that specific item, 
it cannot go back on the decision at 
which it has already arrived. 

Sir E. ASHMEAD-BARTLETT: Then 
what is the cause of the Committee 
stage? [Laughter.} 

*Toe CHAIRMAN cr WAYS 
MEANS: I am not 
[Laughter. | 


AND 
responsible. 


Clause ordered to stand part of the 


Bill ; Schedule put. 


| ductive public works. 
_as I was then able to make would, if it 


| venience of the House that I should make 


my statement on the Motion that you, 
Sir, leave the Chair. As there are a 
number of Motions on the Paper, some 
of them important, it is clear it would be 
better that the House should have an 
authoritative statement on the finances 
rather than that we should occupy the 
earlier hours of the sitting discussing 
matters which, however important they 
may be, are scarcely relevant to my state- 
ment. When last year I had the honour 
of making the annual Indian financial 
statement in this House, I was able to 
associate it with a series of very satis- 
factory results. For the first time for 
some years the Secretary of State was 
able to point to realised surpluses of in- 
come over expenditure for the first two 
of the three years he was dealing with, 
and as regards the third year there was 
a reasonable prospect of the outcome of 
that year becoming even more satisfac- 
tory than the ascertained results of the 
two preceding years. I was also able to 
show that Indian credit had never before 


| been so high, and that we proposed to 


associate with this increased power of 
borrowing an enlarged scheme of repro- 
A statement such 


| had come from the mouth of the Chan- 


Mr. G. C. T. BARTLEY (Islington, 
N.): Is it possible to refer to any item | 
in the schedule? I wish to refer to a 
subject. 


| 


| cellor of the Exchequer, have been an 


almost certain herald of some remission 
of taxation in the forthcoming financial 
year. I warned the public against putting 
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any such optimistic interpretation upon | 
my speech. I pointed out that the | 
sources of taxation in India were few, and | 
could not be increased ; that, independent 
of the ordinary emergencies to which all 
civilised Governments may be subject, 
there were in India special dangers and 
difficulties which might, almost without 
warning, cause a sudden and heavy drain 
upon her treasuries. J, therefore, indi- 


East India Revenue 


cated that whilst some remission of exist- | 
ing taxation might be possible, if no un- | 
toward events intervened, no permanent | 


remission of any individual tax would he 
safe or desirable. All subsequent 


speakers, with scarcely an exception, | 


accepted these views. 
spoke I had just received an unpleasant 
intimation from India that the meteoro- 
logical phenomena of 1897 curiously re- 
sembled those of the great famine year 


At the time I| famine, but they do include the whole 


of 1877-78, and, although I did not feel | 


justified in giving publicly substance to 


these shadowy predictions yw | . 
these shadowy predictions, they were pre- / course of the year a considerable sum 
sent in my mind during the whole of that | 


Unfortunately, they have been | gion of taxation occurred, and a much 


Debate. 


more than verified. The famine of 


1896-97 has affected a larger area, and | 


scarcity has been felt by a larger propor- 
tion of the population, than in any similar 


century. 


Plague with all its attendant horrors and | 


miseries fastened on the west coast of 
India, and thus the Government have 
had to deal simultaneously with two of 


> J ) >» Y o i] | 
the most terrible scourges that can assail | close1 accounts of the year showed a 


-surplus of Rx.1,534,000 as against a 


humanity. It is difficult to dissociate the 
losses caused by these two separate visita- 


tions, so as to accurately apportion to! these facts to show that there is in our 
each the loss entailed by it upon the | tngian system of finance considerable 


Exchequer. Putting on one side the loss 
of life, the misery, and the suffering in- 
flicted upon the community, as well as 
their personal pecuniary losses, we calcu- 


| and had to be added to them. 


these disasters to the Government Trea. | 


sury alone for the two years 1896-97 and 


1897-98 at about Rx. 12,000,000. Great | 


as this sum is, it excludes all advances, 
amounting to about Rx. 2,000,000, which 
we believe will be recoverable. Neither 
does it inelude any estimate of the loss 
and ruin caused by the earthquake in 
Bengal and Assam, as that calamity has 


occurred so recently and has affected so | 


large a territory that we have no reliable | 
estimate of the approximate damage. | 


Therefore in the statements of revenue 
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and expenditure with which I am about to 
deal, covering three years’ finance, the 
House must remember that, in addition 
to frontier war expenditure, famine and 
plague have placed a drain of no less 
than 12 crores upon the Indian Ex- 
chequer, and that the whole of this loss 
has been met out of Indian treasuries 
within the space of two years, and with- 
out the imposition of any additional 
taxation. 


CLOSED accounts, 1895-96. 


The closed accounts of 1895-96 
can be dismissed in a few sentences; 
they were not affected by plague or 


cost of the Chitral campaign—namely, 


| Rx.1,670,000. Notwithstanding this war 
| expenditure, they give a realised surplus 


of Rx.1,533,998. This result is all the 
more remarkable inasmuch as, in addi- 
tion to the Chitral expenditure, in the 


was added to famine insurance, a remis- 
larger grant was made for provincial pur- 


poses to the local Governments than was 
budgeted for originally. These sums 


kicciuet 2 : ~ | amounted in the aggregate to about 
visitation of which we have record in this | eres’ 


But it did not come alone. | 


Rx.1,200,000, making, with the Chitral 
expenditure, a sum of about Rx.2,870,000, 
of which Rx.2,725,000 was unprovided for 
in the original estimates of expenditure, 
Yet, not- 
withstanding these extra charges, the 


Budget Estimate of Rx.46,000. I mention 


elasticity, more than sufficient to meet 
the growth of ordinary wants, and it is 
due to this steady enhancement of almost 


: : | every branch of revenue that we are able 
late the actual financial loss caused by | 


to show, in a triennial period such as that 
with which I am dealing, deficits very 
much less than the extraordinary expen- 
diture thrust upon us. 


REVISED ESTIMATE, 1896-97. 


I now come to the first of the famine 
years, to the revised accounts for the 
year 1896-97. Originally the Indian 
Government Budget showed revenue to 
the amount of Rx.61,053,200, and ex- 
penditure Rx.60, 590,100, showing a sur- 
Sen of Rx.463,100 ; but the revised 
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estimate, including famine expenditure, , 
was not so satisfactory. The revenue is 
reduced to Rx.58,034,200, and the ex- 
penditure to Rx.60,021,100, showing a 
deficit of Rx.1,986,900. Analysing these 
figures, we find that the revenue has in- 
creased by Rx,3,019,000, and that the 
expenditure less by Rx.569,000 ; 
so that the position worse by 
tx.2,450,000, there being an estimated 
deficit of Rx.1,986,900 in place of the 
original estimated surplus of Rx.463,100. | 
Now, this change is entirely brought 
about by the famine, through which, as 
compared with a normal condition of 
affairs, the finances suffered by loss of 
revenue alone 3,029,500, and the in- | 


is 


is 


ix.: 
crease of expenditure in consequence of 
the famine was also upwards of three 
willions—Rx.3,045,600. Taking these 
two together, we have a total deteriora- 
tion of Rx.6,075,100. Now, as those who 
study Indian finance are aware, a certain 
portion of the famine expenditure falls 
upon the provincial funds, and _ the 
provincial and local balances bear 
Rx.574,709 of this expenditure, while 
trere is withdrawn from the Grant for 
Protection Works Rx.476,300. There- 
fore, the net cost imposed upon the 
Indian Government this year in conse- | 
quence of the famine is Rx.5,024,100 


in excess of the preceding year. But 
there were also other alterations in 
ihe revenue which are worth notice. | 


There was a reduction of the opium re- 
venue of Rx.420,100; and this, added to 
the Imperial loss under famine, gives a 
total deterioration of Rvx.5,444,200. 
Towards meeting this there are certain 
improvements. In exchange (the rate for 
the year having proved to be 14°4541., 
or nearly ls. 24d. per rupee, against the 
Budget Estimate of 1s. 1}d.) there was a 
benefit on the expenditure side of the 
account of Rx.1,728,600. Then inde- 
pendent of exchange, famine, ond opium, 
there was a reduction of net expenditure 
of Rx.554,700, bringing the total to 
tx.1,143,500, and there was also an 
increase of revenue to the amount of 
(x.354,700, bringing the total improve- 
ments to Rx.1,498,200. Putting this 
with the gain on exchange, but deducting | 
Rx 232,600 of the increased Revenue| 
credited to Provincial Governments, we 
get an improvement of Rx.2,994,200, 
which, deducting from it the 


extra | 


cost entailed by the famine and the | 
Lord George Hamiltor 
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loss on opium, makes the position worse 
by Rx.2,450,000. Thus, a surplus of 
%x.463,103 is converted into a deficit 


| of Rx.1,986,900. Since these figures were 


prepared, I have received further in- 
formation as to the accounts, which have 
now been closed. They are somewhat 
better. The actual deficit for 1896-97 is 
expected to be Rx.1,593,500, which is less 
by Rx.393,400 than previously stated. 
Let me sum up these figures. They are 
rather complicated, but I hope the House 
will be able to follow me.  [“ Hear, 
hear!”] The upshot of the whole trans- 
action is this—that for this vear the 
famine imposed upon India an extra 
charge of Rx.5,962,600. The actual de- 
ficitt was Rx. 1,593,500. Therefore, the 
excess of loss caused by the famine over 
deficit is Rx.4,639,100. This second year, 
therefore, again exhibits the same pheno- 
menon as the preceding year—a large 
surplus over ordinary expenditure, en- 
dorsing the results of the preceding year, 
and showing there is a large margin of 
income over ordinary expenditure to meet 
the special charges to which a country 
like India is ever subject. 


BUDGET—1897-98. 


I shall not compare the Budget Estimate 
of this year with the Budget Estimate of 
last year, which is the usual practice, for 
such a comparison would be a mere waste 
of time. The Budget of last year was 
prepared before the likelihood of a 
famine was known, and famine has en- 
tirely upset the Budget calculations. I 
take, therefore, the revised Estimates of 
1896-97, which are famine Estimates, and 
compare them with the Budget Estimates 
of 1897-98, which are similarly dis- 
organised. The revenue this year is taken 
at Rx.59,629,700, and the expenditure is 
taken at Rx.62,093,700. The deficit 
is thus Rx.2,464,000, or Rx.477,100 
more than last year. This increase 
in the deficit is mainly due to the 
increase in the expenditure on famine 
relief outweighing the augmentation 
hoped for in the revenue. The revenue, 
taking the land tax, the sal€ tax, and 
various other things, is increased by 
Rx.2,485,300. On the other hand, 
there are certain deductions to be 
made on account of a falling off from 
other sources of revenue, with the 
details of which T will not trouble 
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the House, amounting to Rx.889,800. 
Therefore the net revenue is better by 
Rx. 1,595, 500. The increase in ex- 


penditure on the famine account is | 


Rx. 1,653,300; and other charges are 
slightly in excess of last year by the sum 
of Rx.419,300, giving a total increase 
over last year’s estimate of Rx.2,07 2,600. 


Therefore, summing up the _ three 
vears, we have a _ surplus in the 
first of Rx.1,534,000, a deficit in the 
second of Rx.1,593,000, and an esti- 


mated deficit in the third of Rx.2,464,000, 
making a total excess of expenditure 
over income for the three years of 
Rx.2,525,000. Since then I have learnt 
by telegraph that the charges for this 
year will be increased by Rx.400,000 
for famine charges, the railway loan by 
Rx.150,000, that the discount on the 
sterling loan is 
Tochi expedition is estimated to cost 
Rx.330,000, and that the cost of the 
Malakand expeditionary force will be 
Rx.4900,000, making a total of 
Rx.1,460,000. Against this may be put 
a rise in exchange and more promising 
harvest prospects, so that I am hopeful 
that at the close of the year’s account 
the ultimate deficiency will not be much 
in excess of that budgeted for at the 
beginning of the year. In order to meet 
the extraordinary expenditure of the 
famine and to carry out the railway pro- 
gramme, it was estimated in the Budget 
that a loan of four crores at 3 per cent. 
vould be raised in India, and loans to the 
extent of £4,500,000 would be raised in 
this country. We have been compelled 
somewhat to alter this proportion ; three 
crores only will be raised in India at 34 
per cent., in place of four at 3 per cent., 


and the loans in this country will be | 


raised pro tanto to make good the differ- 
ence. Before I part with the revenue 
and expenditure for 1897-98, there is an 
item on each side to which I should like 
to call attention. The opium revenue 
this year is taken at a less figure than in 
any preceding Budget statement. There 
were many of us who, although we had 
no objection from a moral point of view, 
to the Indian Government deriving a 
certain portion of its income from opium, 
yet felt, considering how precarious is 
the nature of that revenue, that it formed 


too large a percentage of the total net | 


revenue of India. 


It has greatly fallen 
of recent years. 


ix.180,000, that the | 


In 1883-84 it formed 19 | 
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| per cent. of the total net revenue of India, 
and this year it only represents 5 per 
icent. It is, therefore, satisfactory to 
note that, whilst Indian revenue gener- 
| ally is increasing, this precarious source 
| of income is forming a less proportion of 
|the permanent income upon which the 
Indian Government can rely. [ Hear, 
hear ! ”] 





ARMY IN INDIA. 

The army expenditure for this yvear— 
that is, independent of the expeditionary 
forces in the Tochi Valley and the Mala- 
kand—was Rx.100,000 less than in the 
preceding year. It is frequently assumed 
that our Army has attained undue dimen- 
sions, and that the country is taxed un- 
reasonably for gigantic military establish- 
ments. We have in India some 75,000 
European troops and 140,000 native 
|troops. These in the aggregate stand to 
the civil population in the proportion of 
11 to every 10,000 and the proportion will 
| be lower if we include the population of 
|the native States. In the Russian terri- 
tory of Asia their army stands in the 
proportion to the civil population of 137 
to 10,000, or 12 times higher than the 
| proportion the Indian Army bears to the 
|civil population. France maintains 894 
and Germany 662 soldiers to every 
10,000 of the civil population, and in this 
country we maintain 147 soldiers to the 
same proportion of the civil population. 
It is clear, therefore, that, looking at the 
population and the area of territory in 
which they have to work, the Army is 
/extremely small. It should be remem- 
| bered that the only security that India 
|has for the continued preservation of 
peace and tranquillity is the knowledge 
that there is one paramount Power pos- 
sessing sufiicient power to suppress all 
disorderly elements. This Army is not 
an element of aggression or of menace to 
others, but it is the guardian of the in- 
dustry and well-being of the veaceful 
|masses, and protects them from the 
| spoliation and exaction to which, for cen- 
turies previous to the advent of our rule 
'in India, they were ever subject. But 
if our Army is small it is very efficient. 
It is admitted on all hands that our 
European regiments in India have 
attained a very high standard of effi- 
ciency, and many of the native regiments 
are little behind them. We had a speci- 
men of the native forces in the delegation 
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of officers who came over as an escort 
to the Queen at her Jubilee. [ Hear, 
hear!” ] They met with an enthusiastic 
reception, which they most heartily ap- 


preciated, as was shown by the thanks | 


which, through me es Secretary of State, 
they returned to the people of England 
for their kindness and hospitality. In 
the short period that has elapsed since 
then the native army has twice been tried 
—in the Tochi Valley and at the Malakand 
Kotal, where they were the only troops 
engage 1. On both occasions they showed 
an admirable spirit and unflinching 
loyalty. It must be gratifying to the 
people of this country to know that their 
reception of these gallant representatives 
of the Indian Army was in no sense mis- 
judged, and that, even in the short in- 
terval since the Jubilee, that army has 
given fresh proof of its loyalty and 
heroism. [“Hear, hear!”] It will 
doubtless be suggested that the recent 
fighting that has occurred in these two 
places has proved the unwisdom of the 
policy of frontier extension. It is no 
doubt inconvenient that the cost of two 


expeditionary forces should have to be | 


defrayel in this year of exceptional 
financial difficulty ; but no one expected, 
when we extended our sphere of influence 
over these territories, thatthetribes would 
at once abandon their predatory and pug- 


nacious habits. There is only one method | 


by which the tribes along our Indian 
frontier can be permanently weaned from 
their old malpractices, and that is to so 
improve their material condition that 


they will not risk the advantages they | 


have thus gained for the mere fun of 
fighting. The opening and making of 
the road from the Malakand to Chitral 
has greatly improved the material pro:- 
perity of all in the valley, and, although 


the inhabitants of that district may be | 


subject to sudden outbreaks of fanatical 
zeal, I am confident that, under the 
steady pressure of improved circum- 
‘tances, they will follow the example of 
the other tribes with whom we have had 
to deal similarly, and gradually beccme 
friendly and well-to-do neighbours. 


PROVINCIAL SETTLEMENTS. 


During the last 20 years the system of 

finer.cial decentralisation has made great 

strides in India, and every five years a 
Lord George Hamilton. 
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| revision takes place in the financial rela- 
tions between the central and the pro- 
| vincial Governments. This quinquennial 
alteration took place in the year 1897, 
and as the division of expenditure and 
income arrived at between the two autho- 
| rities has excited much local interest and 
criticism, I will in a few sentences ex- 
plain the principle of the system. By 
far the greater part of the revenue is col- 
lected by the officers of the provincial 
Governments, and a very large portion 
/of the civil expenditure is under their 
‘control. It is, therefore, highly desir- 
‘able that the provincial Governments 
| should have a direct interest in the effec- 
| tive collection of the one and in the eco- 
'nomical administration of the other. 
With this view, the Government of India 
enters into agreements with ihe provin- 
cial Governments, usually for five years 
at a time, under which the. latter receive 
certain proportions of the main sources 
of revenue, together with nearly all the 
departmental receipts, and bear the re- 
sponsibility of the whole or a fixed pro- 
| portion of the charges under most of the 
heads. The probable position of the 
| several local governments is then care- 
‘fully examined, and a specific sum in each 
| case (adjusted for convenience under the 
head of land revenue) is either added to 
or deducted from the amount of the pro- 
vincial revenues. In the quinquennial 
settlements made with the provincial 
Governments in 1892 they were allowed 
as the net amount of expenditure 
| Rx.13,066,500. In the new settlements 
this is raised to Rx.14,355,900, excluding 
| Upper Burma, which is now for the first 
| time provincialised. Including it, the 
| total is Rx.15,628,900. The expenditure 
being thus determined, revenue is 
assigned to each local government ac- 
cordingly. But the circumstances of the 
several Provinces have further to be con- 
sidered, with the view of seeing whether 
on the one hand, owing to the state of 
their balances, it is necessary to give 
them an addition to their revenue or a 
special grant at the commencement of a 
new settlement ; or whether, on the other 
| hand, their finances admit of the with- 
| drawal of some part of the increase that 
has occurred under the provincialised 
| heaus of revenue, so as to give a share of 
| the improvement to the general finances. 
| In the former class on this occasion comes 
‘the Central Provinces, Lower Burma, 


‘ 
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| 
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Assam, the Punjab, and the North-West | 
Provinces ; from none of these is money | 
withdrawn, and in some cases additional 
grants are made in order to replenish the 
balance. In the more flourishing pro- 
vinces, however, of Bengal, Madras, and 
Bombay the Government of India have 
claimed some part of the increase, though 
there is much dispute both as_to the 
amount remaining for the provincial re- | 
venues and as to its adequacy. Around | 
the latter point a great controversy has 
arisen. These provinces complain bii- | 
terly of the check to progress if they are 
not allowed the full amount to which | 
their revenue in the previous period had | 
attained, and Sir Alexander Mackenzie 
in the Viceroy’s Council last year, and 
Sir Arthur Havelock in his own council 
this year, have vigorcusly protested 
against the proportions of the revenues 
assigned. On the other hand, Sir James 
Westland and the Viceroy strongly main- 
tain the right of the provincial Govern- 
ment, from the commencement of the 
provincial system, to share, when each 
five years’ agreement has expired, in the | 
growth of the revenue which had been 
assigned to the local Governments for | 
that period, and they point out that only | 
by such control can any chance arise of | 
lightening the taxpayers’ burdens. The | 
xontroversy raised by these settlements 
18 very interesting, for it goes to the very 
root of financial devoluticn and the re- 
spective responsibilities and the relative 
importance of the work done by the two | 
ccntracting parties. Upon the Imperial | 
Government rests the primary duty of | 
maintaining order internally and of pro- 
tecting the frontiers ; of the risk of war, 
famine, exchange, and sudden emergen- 
cies ; of the responsibility of maintaining 
not only national solvency, but also the 
solvency of the provincial Governments. | 
It is, moreover, their business, whenever | 
they can, to remit cr abolish taxation. 
Ou the provincial Governments, on the | 
other hand, rests the duty of developing | 
the resources of their respective provin- | 
ces, and by so developing them to add | 
to the general prosperity, comfort, and | 
taxable power of the community at | 
large. The number of objects associated | 
with these purposes is ever increasirg, 
aud the expenditure involved by them | 
ever growing. In this country we know | 
how local expenditure has increased much | 
more rapidly than Imperial expenditure ; | 


| 
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and this is not due to inherent extrava- 
gance of the bodies controlling this ex- 
penditure, but to the inevitable result 
that, as civilisation and prosperity in- 
crease, so the functions of local authori- 
ties are raised to a higher standard of 
duty and ambition. [‘ Hear, hear!” ] 
In this country, however, the great bulk, 


| if not the whole, of this expenditure falls 


directly upon the ratepayers, and this 
acts as a natural check upon undue de- 
‘elopment of expenditure; but if the 
great bulk of expenditure fell, not upon 
local rates, but upon portions of Imperial 
revenues, the House wil! easily under- 
stand that Jocal wants and local expen- 


| diture would develop with extraordinary 


rapidity. It is most desirable to extend 
financial decentralisation in India, and 
it is only by constant development of this 
principle that the ever-increasing burden 
of administration in India can be adc- 
quately met. But, on the other hand, a 
margin, and a large margin, of revenue 
must be left to the Imperial Government 
to meet emergencies and to reduce taxa- 
tion. The present scheme is not yet settled, 
and still is under the consideration of 
the Government. I fully admit the force 
of the objections urged against it by the 
provincial Governments, but on the other 
hand, I have seen no scheme, nor has any 
been suggested to me, which is less free 
from objection. I hope, however, tiat 
we may be able, by carefully considering 
both sides of this problem, to arrive at 
some conclusion which will prevent in 
future the feeling of irritation and annoy- 
ance which undoubtedly at the present 
moment is experienced by several of the 
provincial Administrations. — [{‘ Hear, 
hear! ”] 


THREE GREAT CALAMITIES OF THE YEAR. 


I now turn to the three great calamities 
which have visited India during the last 
12 months—-earthquake, plague, and 
famine. The effects of the earthquake 
were entirely confined to the provinces of 
Bengal and Assam. It is now clear that 
the loss of life was much exaggerated, and 
that it should be numbered by hundreds 
rather than by the thousands whom it 
was originally stated had perished in this 
catastrophe. [“ Hear, hear!”] The loss 
of property, however, is great in many 
parts of the country. All masonry build- 
ings have been destroyed, and bridges, 
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railways, and roads have been greatly 
damaged ; but the loss has mainly fallen 
on the well-to-do. It is the planters and | 
manufacturers and the employers of| 
labour who have lost heavily. The mat | 
huts of the natives can be easily restored, | 
and the demand for Jabour is great, and 
wages are high; so much is this the case | 
that the Commissioner of Assam in- 
formed the Viceroy that there was no| 
need of a relief fund for the benefit of | 
this province. Still, I fear that this 
disaster will have a pernicious and de- | 
terrent effect upon the subsequent 
investment of capital in this part of | 
India, and a considerable check will be | 
given to the development of this rich 
but sparsely inhabited province. The | 
outbreak of plague in Western India in | 
one sense caused even greater apprehen- | 
sion to the authorities than the know- | 
ledge that scarcity and famine would 
attack a large area of territory. It is 
true that scarcity and famine might and 
did afflict a very much larger proportion 
of the population, and caused much more 
suffering and distress; but the methods 
by which it could be met were known 
and were appreciated, and the Govern- | 
ment could rely upon hearty co-opera- | 
tion from every section of the com- 
munity in their endeavours to mitigate 
the evil. But these conditions were all 
reversed when it became necessary to 
deal with plague. The only methods by 
which its growth could be arrested were 
repugnant to the instincts, customs, and 
usages of the great mass of the native 
population, and they interfered with the 
privacy of their home life. At the outset 
of plague, Governmént had to consider 
ihe only two alternative courses which 
were open to them. They might have | 
allowed the plague to run its course, and 
thus avoided all the unpopularity and dis- | 
turbance which might be provoked by 
any attempt to stamp it out. But if they 
had adopted this course, not only would 
it have been a cowardly derogation of | 
duty, but it might and probably would | 
have involved the industrial and _ eco- 
nomic ruin of India. It is impossible to | 
exaggerate the intensity of the alarm | 
caused everywhere by a knowledge of the | 
outbreak of this disease. If plague had | 
once been allowed to fasten upon India, | 
looking at the area of its territory and | 
the vastness of its population, it would | 
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have been many years before this pesti- 
lence could have been extirpated. During 
the whole of that period India would 
have been boycotted by the world. The 
danger ahead in India in my judgment 
is not insufficiency of food, but insufli- 
ciency of employment for her rapidly- 
increasing millions. Industries are 
eradually springing up, and an exporting 
trade is slowly developing of inestimable 
benefit in giving employment of a varied 
character. The establishment of plague 
in India would have not only caused 
terrible mortality and great distress in 
the districts which it visited, but it would 
have deprived many millions of persons 


| cutside these districts of the employment 


which they now obtain. The Govern- 
ment, therefore, had no choice but to do 
their best to stamp out the plague— 
[cheers|—and the only method by which 
plague can be so eradicated, is by the 
segregation of the sick and _ house-to- 
house visitation. Both these principles 
came into contact with the hereditary 
customs and traditions of Oriental life. 
The people were at first alarmed, but the 
patience and kindness shown by the offli- 
cers in charge of these operations soon 
reassured them—[“ hear, hear! ”}]—and 
no serious difficulty occurred anywhere 
in the West of India except at Poona. 
in Poona, unfortunately, there is a clique 
of some of the descendants of those who, at 
the commenc:ment of this century, con- 
trolled a considerable portion of India. 
They have ever been hostile to DBritisi: 
rule, and they have never lost any op- 
portunity of stirring up discontent and 
disaffection against the authorities. They 
promptly availed themselves of this occa- 
sion, and, by gross and wilful distortion 
of the acts of the officers of the search 
party cmployed at Poona, they con- 
trived to produce the feeling which re- 
sulted in the murder of Mr. Rand and 
Lieutenant Ayerst. Both these officers 
were done to death by the spread of 
wilful and malicious falsehoods. I trust 
that there will be no recrudescence of 
this pestilence in the ensuing autumn. 
The Government will show every respect 
for the feelings, the traditions, and even 
the prejudices of the native community 
in any further action they may take for 
the suppression of plague. Any improper 
acts of those under its authority will 
be promptly punished ;_ but if, on behalf 
of the Indian Government, I enter into 
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this undertaking, I think I have a right | districts, although no district comes into 


to ask for some reciprocity. [" Hear, | 
hear! ”’] India is the land of exaggera- | 
tion, of romance, and of imagination. | 
Ordinary prosaic acts are there expanded | 
by high-flown exaggerated language to | 
proportions which, to our commonplace 
minds, seem almost incredible. I am sure | 
I am not asking too much of those who | 
take an interest in the proceedings of the | 
Government of India to be most careful | 
before they give currency to statements | 
reflecting upon the action of the oc 
associated with the discharge of plague 
duties, to investigate the sources of their | 
information, 
ments made to | 
are satisfied that | 
disputable authority. | 


and to believe no state- 
them until they 
they rest on in- 

[“ Hear, hear! ”’] 


that category unless it has upwards of 
10,000 persons upon relief works. Of 
the districts outside, few, except those 
in Burma, had any large spare surplus of 
focd; and thus the usual experience of 
famine administration was reversed. 
There was a great falling off in the rail- 
way receipts, instead of the increase 
which in previous famines was associated 
with the carriage of food by railway. 
Under eonditions such as these, it would 
have been assumed that great imports of 
food from abroad would have come into 
India, that a very high death-rate would 
have prevailed in the districts where 
creat famine relief works were instituted, 


and that it would have been possible to 
obtain an unlimited quantity of labour 
The dimensions of the late famine and |of low grade. 
scarcity were considerably greater than |ever, were not fulfilled. 
that which occurred 20 years ago in 1877- | according 


Such anticipations, how- 
High prices, 
to the Indian standard, 


78, and a comparison between the iwo | prevailed over an enormous area, but 
may be interesting. ‘The area of square |they were not relatively high when 
miles affected by famine in 1877 was|compared by the standard of prices 








257,000 ; in 1897, 322,000. The popu- | 
lation of ‘the famine area in the {first | 
period was 58,000,000; the population | 
this year 68,000,000; and the highest | 
number receiving relief at one time in 
1877 was 3,178,000 ; in 1897, 4,224,000. | 
There is a marked difference in the cha- | 
racteristics of the two famines. In 1877 
there were two separate and distinct 
fxmine districts, one in Northern India | 
and one in Southern India. The distress | 
extended over a period of 18 months, but 
the culmination of distress in Southern 
India was many months in advance of 
the period at which distress attained its 
height in Northern India. There was an 
intense pressure from an absence of food 
in both districts, caused by an almost com- 
plete failure of the crops, but in districts 
outside the crops were good, and sur- 
pluses of food for the distressed districts | 
were, to a large extent, available. The 
peculiarity of the famine of last year was 
an almost universal shortness of rain. 
Crops in only a few districts—Bundel- 
cund and the Ceatral Provinces—were a 
complete failure, but almost everywhere | 
they were a partial failure. 














FOOD SUPPLIES AND DEATI-RATE, 


British India is divided into 250 

ininistrative districts. No less than 115 | 

of these districts were classified as famine ; 
} 
j 


ad- 


in other countries. At the commence- 
ment of the scarcity a large ship- 
ment of wheat from America arrived 
in Calcutta and Bombay. Every sale 
connected with this in India was made 
at a loss, and ultimately a very large 
proportion of it was sent back to this 
country,’ where it obtained a higher 
price, and a better market. And, as 
a matter of fact, prices in India, even 
at the worst period of the famine, 
were too low to encourage imports of 
food from outside. As to the death rate, 
in 1877 it was terribly high; but this 
year, although great distress and sufier- 
ing and a high death rate prevailed in 
the North-West Provinces and the Cen- 
tral Provinces, the death rate in the 
famine districts of Bengal, Madras, and 


| the Punjab was normal, and even in 


those districts where the death rate was 
high, it was almost entirely due to the 
reluctance of the people to come in until 
too late, or to constant and severe out- 
breaks of As to the 
ditions of the labouring masses, the 
Government railway 


cholera. con- 


programme was 


|geeatly enlarged last year, and I hear 


from all sides that there has _ been 
during the past autumn in India a 
greater difficulty in getting the requisite 
amount of labour for these works than 
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existed in the preceding years. The ex- 
planation of this apparent anomaly lies 
in the immense improvement which has 
taken place in working the system of 
famine relief. A subsistence allowance 
was given to every man and to every 
member of his family who applied for re- 
lief, and this allowance in the aggregate 
not infrequently exceeded the remunera- 
tion which the man alone from his labour 
could obtain from ordinary employment. 


DEVOTION OF LOCAL OFFICERS. 


No praise can be too high for the splen- 
did work of the local officers in combat- 
ing famine. It is a splendid record of 
administrative philanthropy, and all 
noted with pleasure the exceptional 
honour which Her Majesty was pleased 
to bestow on Sir Antony MacDonnell, on 
whom fell heavier labours and greater re- 
sponsibility than on any other official 
superintending famine operations. One 
illustration of the excellent management 


and organisation, is that, although 
there were at one time more than 


one million of persons receiving relief 
or in relief camps in the North-West 
Provinces, Sir Antony MacDonnell so 


employed the people themselves in 
maintaining order, that it was not 
necessary to increase the ordinary 


police force of the North-West by the 
addition of a single constable. The ap- 
peal made at the commencement of the 
year for subscriptions in Great Bri- 
tain and the rest of the Empire, met with 
a response of extraordinary generosity. 
The total amount subscribed in Great 
Britain, India, and elsewhere, amounted 
to the largest sum ever collected in con- 
nection with any Indian object. Some 
valuable reports will be published giving 
details of the administration and distri- 
bution of this fund. These reports, and 
those emanating from the officials in 
charge of relief, will, no doubt, offer many 
excellent suggestions, and I have little 
doubt that out of the experience of the 
present year such an improvement will 
be made in the already effective famine 
code as will make its administration in 
any future famine as great an improve- 
ment upon the work of this year as this 
year’s work was upon the administration 
of 20 years back. But in connection 
with famine and plague administration 
there is one fact to which I feel bound to 
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call prominent attention. It is only in 
times of emergency and difficulty that it 
is possible to test the reserve latent 
strength in any given executive system 
of administration. It was soon found 
that the pivot upon which everything de- 
pended in any large administrative dis- 
trict was the European officer. Wherever 
that element was absent it had to be sup- 
plied, thus confirming the almost univer- 
sal experience of preceding emergencies, 
which show that a mere capacity for pass- 
ing a competitive examination, cannot 
compensate for those qualities which are 
inherent in or are obtained from race, 
training, or instinct. 


TRADE OF INDIA. 


It has been urged by some that the 
increased area affected by famine this 
year was due to the increased poverty 
of the community, and that, although re- 
lief administration had greatly improved 
upon the system in force 20 years ago, 
the people themselves, so far as their 
powers of resistance are ¢éoncerned, 
would have stood this test better 20 years 
back; and it is further contended that 
the scarcity of food this year in India is 
due to the constant and ever-increasing 
amount of exports from India. I ven- 
ture to point out that all evidence tends 
in the opposite direction. It is quite true 
that the exports of India have very 
largely increased in the last 20 years; 
but, if I take the average exports of the 
three years preceding the famine of 1877- 
78, and of the three years preceding the 
famine of last year, I find these results: 
—The exports of food other than rice 
have only increased to a small amount ; 
but the non-eatable exports during that 
period have increased from Rx.37,000,000 
to Rx.75,700,000, and this increase is 
almost entirely in tea, jute, cotton, oil- 
seeds, indigo, and other non-eatable ex- 
ports. Moreover, in the interval between 
the two famines, India has imported and 
retained no less than Rx. 208,000,000 of 
gold and of silver. 


FAMINE : LAND REVENUE SYSTEM. 


The maximum number of persons upon 
relief at any one time was 4,200,000— 
a very large number, but not very 
large in proportion to the population of 
250,000,000. [“Hear, hear!”}] The 
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number of persons in this country who | 
are permanently in receipt of poor relief | 
is proportionately much greater than the | 
maximum number on relief works during 
the worst period of the late famine in 
India. [“Hear, hear!”] I hear from 
all the officers who were connected with 
famine administration that they noted | 
with surprise the manner in which the 
mass of the community withstood the 
hard times. At the same time I readily 
admit that the advance in the material | 
prosperity of the individual is checked | 
by the enormous aggregate increase of 
the population. It is estimated that the 
increase in India of population is above 
2,000,000 a year. India is almost a 
purely agricultural country, and a cardi- 
nal feature in our policy should be to 
multiply and vary industrial occupations | 
and render this ever-increasing popula- 
tion less dependent upon the vagaries of 
the rainfall of one year. Now, various 
suggestions from high authorities have 
been recently made for the attainment | 
of this object. It is suggested that we 
should largely alter the system of land 
tenure, with a view of increasing the 
period of settlement or of substituting 
fixity of tenure for the shorter periods 
now in force. Within the famine area of 
last year is comprised every conceivable 
form of land tenure from the zemindaree 
settlement of Bengal to the ryotwaree 
settlement of Bombay and Madras; and 
from inquiries made it is clear that no 
one particular form of settlement was 
more effective than another in enabling 
the people to withstand the pressure of 
high prices. In 1874 the permanently | 
settled districts of Chumparum and | 
Sarum suffered more severely and had 
many more people on relief than the 
reighbouring temporarily settled district | 
of Goruckpore. In the present famine | 
the temporarily settled district of Goruck- | 
pore had 30,000 people, or 1 per cent. of 
its population, on relief, while Sarum | 
had 180,000, or 10 per cent. of its popula- 
tion, on relief. Again, going south I 
find that Ganjam, a permanently settled 
district of Madras, has suffered more | 
severely and more often from famine 
than any of the temporarily settled dis- 
tricts of that Presidency. At the present 
time Ganjam has 66,000 people, or 3 per 
cent. of its population, on relief, whilst 
the adjoining temporary settlement of 





Pooree has only 5,000, or 4 per cent. of 


{5 Aucust 1897} Accownts (Indian Budget), 434 


its population, upon relief. I do not 
contend that the permanently settled dis- 
tricts, as such, suffer more severely in 
famine than temporarily settled districts ; 
but this instance and many others might 


be given to support the view that the 
| permanence of land revenue demand does 


not enable the people to endure the pres- 


sure of famine more easily than the in- 
habitants of temporarily settled districts. 


IRRIGATION POLICY. 


It is next suggested to us that we should 


| embark on a large irrigation policy, and 


I received a large number of requests 
from Members of Parliament to at once 
sanction the outlay. Twenty years ago 


a Committee of this House, of which I was 


chairman, mad2 a most exhaustive in- 
quiry as to how far irrigation works of 
great magnitude could usefully be ex- 
tended in India. Upon that Committee 


| were Mr. Fawcett, Mr. Arthur Balfour, 


Mr. Childers, Sir George Campbell, Mr. 
John Cross, Mr. Grant Duff, Mr. Mulhol- 
land, and Mr. Edward Stanhope, and we 
were unanimous in the conclusions at 
which we arrived. Agriculture in cer- 
tain parts of India is impossible without 
irrigation. In all such districts irriga- 
tion, if it be associated with a constant 
supply of water, is an enormous benefit, 
and this is shown by the very large re- 
turns which canals in the Punjab and 
Sind give on their original outlay. There 
are other <listricts, such as the North- 
West Proviaces, in which may be found 


| large tracts which can be very benefi- 


cially irrigated ; but no irrigation has 
paid its expenses in Lower Bengal 
or Orissa, and in the greater part of 
Bombay and Bengal the lack of rain and 
the physical configuration of the country 


| have prevented irrigation works of great 


magnitude. The Indian Government are 


| now spending annually Rx.750,000 upon 


great irrigation works, and the local 
Governments have an absolutely free 
hand, so far as their revenues are con- 
cerned, in promoting small works of irri- 
gation ; and every engineer who has had 
great practical experience of irrigation 
confirms the view, taken by this Com- 
mittee some 20 years ago, that the locali- 
ties or area in which great new irrigation 
works can be undertaken with advantage 
is becoming exhausted, and it will be a 
waste of ways and means to embark in 
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On the other hand, the extension of 
railroads, wherever undertaken after 
proper surveys, have been of great benefit 
not only to the districts through which 
they run, but to the community at large. 
They facilitate migration, they greatly 
increase the area of cultivation, they 
develop the mineral wealth of the coun- 
try, and open up new industries. They 
ave a most effective preventive of death 
frcm starvation by their carrying power 
in time of famine and distress, and in 
years of prosperity they are the most 
reliable instrument for the augmentation 
and distribution of wealth, and, so far as 
the recuperative powers of the mass of 
the people are concerned, they are the 
readiest agency the Government can em- 
ploy. Last year I announced to the 
House that we proposed to largely in- 
crease the railway programme of expen- 
diture for the next three years, and 
during that period there were to be 
constructed by the State about 5,000 
miles costing Rx.29,665,000, and by 
private companies 2,626 miles, costing 
tx.16,189,000 making an aggregate of 
7,681 miles and Rx.45,854,000 of expen- 
diture. After consultation with the Vice- 
roy, we have determined to adhere, as 
far as we possibly can, to this increased 
outlay—|" hear, hear!” |—though it may 
be necessary for the present year to re- 
duce our proposed expenditure by one 
crore; but I believe, for the reasons I 


* have already stated, that the prosecution 


of this policy will be a most effective 
famine preventive instrument, and cone 
which should be vigorously pushed 
through, even although it may occasion 
for the moment. some financial inconve- 
nience, [ ; Hear, hear! ”| 


BRITISH RULE. 


‘The year 1897 will long be notable 
for the continuous series of misfortune 
and difficulty which it has presented to 
India. In no year since the transfer cf 


the government of India to the Crown 
hive there been so many troubles packed 
so closely together in so short a time. 
In combating these difficulties the brunt 
of the responsibility and action has falle 


Lord George Hamilton. 
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upon the Viceroy. [“ Hear, hear:”] 
Lord Elgin has not the advantage, which 
several of his predecessors enjoyed, of 
being well known to the British public 
by prominent services in other capacities 
before he became Viceroy. All who 
know him or have conducted business 
with him know that he is a man of great 
capacity and high courage, and, in addi- 
tion, possesses to a pre-eminent degree 
the advantage of a judicial and weil- 
balanced mind. [Cheers.} He has faced 
his difficulties with sound judgment, with 
unfailing courage, and with unbroken 
success. [“ Hear, hear!”| He and his 
Council have been ably supported by the 
Governors of the various Presidencies 
and provinces ; and the civil and military 
services have nobly responded to the 
heavy additional duties placed upon them. 
The mistakes made have been few, and 
where made have been promptly reme- 
died and not repeated. When, in the 
limited tenure of office of a Viceroy or 
Governor, difficulties of long growth come 
to a head through their own natural de- 
velopment, nothing can be more unfair 
than to attribute blame to the official 
who, by the accident of the moment, has 
to deal with the outcome of the past. 
[“ Hear, hear!”] It is 40 years since the 
administration of India passed to the 
direct control of the Crown, and the re- 
trospect of work accomplished in that 
time is, on the whole, pleasant and grati- 
fying. We have dealt most successfully 
with the difficulties we then inherited, 
and the India of to-day, compared with 
the India of 40 years back, has made enor- 
mous strides of advance in all the out- 
ward essentials of Western civilisation. 
The troubles ahead are not in what we 
inherited, but in what we of our own free 
will have created. Under the egis of 
peace and order the population is in- 
creasing with unprecedented rapidity. 
Can we open out for this annual host of 
new mouths fresh avenues of employment 
and self-support? Whilst we have pro- 
tected the physique we have also endea- 
voured to cultivate the intellect of India. 
An elaborate system of education has 
been established, culminating in Univer- 
sities through which thousands of young 
natives yearly obtain degrees in philo- 
sophy and literature, but without any 
subsequent prospect of livelihood, save 
at the Bar or in connection with the 
Press. We have established codes of law 

















437 East India Revenue 
and procedure far simpler and more ex- 
peditious than those in force in this 
country, and under their influence India 
is rapidly becoming the most litigious 
community in the world. Is it impos 
sible to so alter the current and tendency 
of the education we give as to associate 
it with objects of a practical and techni- 
cal character, by which India’s latent re- 
sources might be developed, her indus- 
iries multiplied, and her productive 
power extended? Can we not make it 
the ambition of the rising generation to 
so educate themselves as to be able to do 
something to benefit the community to 
which they belong, rather than devote 
mest of their energy to abuse of the Gov- 
ernment which has educated and is pro- 
tecting them? ‘These are some of the 
problems ahead of us, and, though the 
year of 1897 may in some senses be 
looked upon as a year of misfortune, it 
will not be without its salutary lessons 
if it teaches us to consider and grapple 
with these subjects in no spirit uf reac- 
tion or haste, but with the sole consi- 
deration as to what India’s true interests 
demand and what the overwhelming mass 
of the people want. [Cheers.] 

Mr. SWIFT MACNEILL (Donegal, 
rose to move as an Amendment :— 


S.) 


“ That this House views with grave disapproval 
the fact that famine, plague, and pestilence in 
India have been seized by the Indian Govern- 
ment for an attack on the freedom of the Press 
in India, and for the revival of the system of 
arrest of British subjects in India under the 
law of lettre de cachet, and the indefinite im- 
prisonment without trial of persons thus 
arrested ; and desires to place on record its 
conviction that the only safe foundation for 
government in India is to be sought in the 
extension to British subjects in India of the 
full privileges of the British Constitution.” 


He wished to bring home to Members of 
the House and to the people of Great 
Britain that the fortunes and lives of two 
hundred and fifty millions of human 
beings—the vast population of India— 
had been committed to their charge. 
From that trust England could not 
shrink. England had destroyed in India 
every form of government but her own. 
She had cast the thrones and government 
of native Princes down to the ground. 
She was bound at least to extend justice 
and mercy to the millions thus brought 
under her sway. His complaint was that 
they had delegated that government to 
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agents from whom they sought no ac- 
count. He would not seek to account for 
a fact which was patent, that the English 
people viewed Indian matters with a 
languid interest. In a former generation 
India was only known to this country 
through the medium of the adventurers 
laden with the spoils of Hindostan, who 
appeared so prominently in public life, 
and who, in the words of Chatham, 
“brought with them not merely Asiatic 
luxury, but Asiatic principles of govern- 
ment.” At present, India was chiefly 
known to the community at large not 
through the medium of millionaires, but 
rather through the medium of well-to-do 
officers and retire1 Indian civilians. The 
Government of India was left completely 
in the hands of officials who were in the 
words of the Indian Secretary to be given 
“afree hand.” Parliamentary criticism of 
Indian officers was, since the dissolution 
of the East India Company in 1858, al- 
most a thing of the past. In former 
times, owing to the grant of the East 
Indian Company’s Charter being limited 
to a fixed period of years, there was a 
full investigation at stated intervals ly 
the House of Commons of the affairs of 
British India and of the condition of its 
people. Since British India had come 
under the direct Government of the 
Crown, however, Parliament seemed to 
have ignored its responsibility and 
abandoned the management of Indian 
affairs to officials with a callousness as 
much to be deplored as the conduct of an 
irish absentee landlord in abandoning his 
tenants to the tender mercies of an agent. 
The discussion of Indian affairs in that 
House was put off to the very last day 
of the Session, and this circumstance, 
highly indicative of neglect, was made 
the subject of a jest, which was, he 
thought, unworthy of him, by the First 
Lord of the Treasury, who when he was 
asked on the 17th July when the Indian 
Budget would come on for discussion, 
said :— 


“T shall carefully follow precedent in this 
matter. [ZLaughter.] I think there is no 
chance of our being able to take it until we 
reach the last week of the Session.” 


When the Indian Budget did come on, 
discussions had as arule been, in the main, 
confined to friendly conversations, in an 
empty House, of an highly interesting 


439 


? East India Revenue 


character, between experts and ex-Indian 
officials and the Indian Secretary. Occa- 
sionally, indeed, the public mind was 
startled by some manifestation of popular | 
feeling in India, as in the present state | 
of Poona, and then it was urged in the | 
Press of this country, and was echoed in 
Parliament, not to inquire into the means 
which had produced these disturbances, 
but to coerce the people into bearing in 
silence and meekness what they believed 
to be the burden of a wrong. He wanted 
the people of England to awaken to their 
responsibility to India. Famine, plague, 
and pestilence had been seized by the | 
Indian Government for an attack on the 
freedom of the Press. He would en- 
deavour to bring home to the House what | 
an Indian famine meant. Eighty 
per cent. of the population were engaged | 
in agricultural occupations, and 40 mil- 

lions of the people were in a state of | 
semi-starvation. Between 1861 and 1877 | 
half a million of persons per annum | 





died of starvation. The figures 
were: Upper India, 1861—500,000; | 
Orissa Bahur, N. Madras 1866— | 
1,500,000; Rajputana and Central 


India, 1869—400,000; Northern India | 
and Bombay, 1876-77 — 5,500,990 ; | 
North West Provinces, 1877—8,650,000. | 
Much of the money raised for the last | 
famine was appropriated to little wars. | 
The question irresistibly arose how many 
lives might have been saved recently if 
the famine fund had been accumulated | 
for the purpose for which it was designed. 
Scarcity was one thing, famine was 
another. He contended that famines 
would not occur if there was a Govern- 
ment in sympathy with the people. The 
millions of the poor natives of India were | 
terribly overtaxed. The average income | 
of a native was 14d. a day. One of the 
chief causes to which he attributed the | 
famine in India as distinguished from the 
great poverty of the people was that they | 
had no control whatever over their own | 
expenditure. The vast sums mentioned | 
in the Budget just laid before the House, | 
were exacted from them without any | 
opportunity on their part for opposition | 
or resistance. The present Finance | 
Minister of India, speaking in the Goy- | 
ernor General’s Council recently, said :— | 





“Other Finance Ministers when they present 
their statements have to defend the expenditure | 


Mr. Swift Macneil. 


| stant drain. 


| of efficiency. 
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proposed against the representatives of the tax- 
payer. Here the position is exactly the re- 
verse. The Finance Minister is the solitary 
representative of the taxpayers of India.” 


The aim and inclination of the Minister 
was naturally to get as much money as 
possible from the people of India. He 
had no one to say a word on their be- 
half; he alone represented his victims. 


|The opium traffic was one of the chief 


sources of revenue. But that traffic 
would not long continue if it were under 
popular control in India. Large tracts 


/of land would not be allowed to be 


diverted from the growth of food and 
cereals for the purposes of such a traffic. 
One reason for the poverty of India was 
that its finances were subject to a con- 
The Duke of Devonshire, 
when Secretary for India, admitted that 


|no less than £3,000,000 a year was 


drained from this impoverished country 
for pensions and furlough allowances in 
India and elsewhere. The public debt 
of India when we took over the Govern- 
ment from the East India Company was 
£50,000,000 or £60,000,000. In 1879 it 
had increased to £150,000,000. At 
the present time it was close on 
£180,000,000. The small wars and mili- 
tary expeditions of which he had spoken 
entailed great expense on the people of 
India, and was borne exclusively by them. 


Sir Lepel Griffin, in a recent “ interview,” 


said it was absolutely necessary to pro- 
voke small wars on the confines of India 
to keep our Army up to a proper state 
Troops were taken away 
from India for expeditions and service 


| elsewhere, and the expense most unjustly 
| thrown on the finances of India. 


It was 
the case with the China Wars, the New 
Zealand expedition, the Abyssinian War, 
the Egyptian War, and the Soudan expe- 
dition. Then the administration of India 
was costly. Why? Because the natives, 
not by law but by practice, were “ boy- 
cotted”” from posts in the Civil Service. 
Lord Lytton in 1888 wrote that in our 
policy towards the people of India we had 
to choose between bullying and cheating 
them, and it suited us better to cheat 
them. In 1893 the House adopted a 
Motion by Mr. Herbert Paul in favour of 
admitting natives to the Civil Service of 
India and holding the examinations for 
the service simultaneously in India and 
in London. But that Resolution had 
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never been carried into effect by the Gov- 
ernment of India although they were 

supposed to be the servants of the House | 
of Commons. As far as could be the reli- 

gious and caste feelings of the people 

should be respected. 

Lorp GEORGE HAMILTON: 
said they were not? 

Mr. MACNEILL did not say they were 
not respected, but greater care should 
have been taken that all their sensibili- 
ties should be regarded. The duties of 
entering the houses ought not to be in- 
trusted to English soldiers, who could not 
regard the religious sensibilities of the | 
people in the way in which those sensi- 
bilities should be regarded. In relation | 
to the Press prosecutions he should not | 
say one word in reference to those pro- 
secutions which were pending, although 
he thought he should be entitled to com- 
ment on the delay of the Government in | 
instituting such prosecutions. Some of | 
the articles as to which proceedings were 
being taken were six months old, and the | 
prosecutions, he alleged, were produced 
by men in that House. Their first idea 
should be to protect the people and not 
to gag the Press. On the question of the 
Press, let him cite the observations of | 
some very eminent Judges. What said 
Sir Richard Garth, late Chief Justice in 
Bengal, and a former representative of 
extreme Toryism in that House? Writing 
in the Law Magazine and Review for 
February, 1895, he said :— 


Who 


“T can only say I read native papers myself 
week after week, and never see anything there 
at all approaching sedition or even disloyalty 
or disrespect to English rule. What I do find 
there, and what I rejoice to find, is thorougily 
well-deserved censure of the arbitrary conduct 
of many of the Government officials. I am 
afraid this is exactly what the Government 
would wish to repress. I consider it a most 
wholesome and salutary means of bringing the 
misconduct of Government officers to the notice 
not only of the Indian people but of the courts 
of justice.” 


Sir William Markby, who was for 
twelve years an Indian Judge, and who 
was now an esteemed and learned Pro- 
fessor at Oxford, wrote to the Spectator 
of July 17th last :— 


“T should like to add one word on behalf of 
the native Indian press, which is, I think, 
just now getting more abuse than it deserves. 
I have for years read regularly extracts from 
a large number of native newspapers. The 
criticisms I have met with are sometimes 


VOL. LIL. [rovrrn series. | 
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severe, but for the most part respectful. There 
is occasionally strong ‘disapprobation,’ but 
very rarely ‘ disaffection.’ ” 


He might explain that “ disapprobation ” 
could not be construed into sedition 
provided it did not excite to acts of 
sedition against. British rule. As he had 
said, he did not intend to say one word 
in reference to the incriminating articles 
in connection with the pending Press 
prosecutions, but how had the English 
Press restrained themselves in the mat- 
ter? He declared that he never looked 
into an evening paper without seeing 
what they, in this country, would regard 


| as grave contempt of court with refer- 


ence to these Press prosecutions. Lord 
Harris had been a Governor of Bombay, 
and yet he was amazed to see a letter 
from that noble Lord in Zhe T'umes a day 
or two ago, in which he inferentially de- 
nounced the courts for not having con- 
victed certain prisoners in his own time. 
The last point to which he called atten- 
tion was the astonishing action of the 
xovernment of India and of the noble 
Lord in arresting and imprisoning men 
under a system of lettres de cachet. 
Without any sort of trial the men were 
imprisoned upon the warrant of the 
Viceroy, their only offence being that 
they were what the Viceroy called 
“dangerous persons.” The Secretary 
for India said this action was taken with 


| his authority under Ordinance 25 of 
| 1887. 


This regulation was based on an 
Ordinance of 1818, and the preamble 
set forth :— 


“Whereas, the security of the British domi- 
nions from foreign hostility and from internal 
commotions renders it necessary to place under 
restraint individuals against whom there may 
not be sufficient ground to institute any judi- 
cial proceeding or when such proceeding may 
not be adapted to the nature of the case, or 
may, for other reasons, be inadvisable or 
improper,” 


and it provided for a warrant of com- 
mittal. Upon a simple warrant of the 
Viceroy men could be arrested and kept 
in prison as long as the Viceroy pleased, 
subject to no controlling influence. And 
this was in the happy land of India we 
were loading with benefits! The noble 
Lord, with amazing courage, stated that 
this action was taken after previous con- 
sultation with him; so it would seem 
that the Indian Government thought that 
this was so high-handed and tyrannical 


fs 
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that they asked for the official sanction 
of the noble Lord. He had been listened 
to by the House with great patience, and 
he had discharged his duty he hoped 
without using an offensive word against 
anyone. He wished the people of India 
to know that there were persons in 
Parliament who sympathised with them, 
and who took largely the same view of 
the degradation of their country pro- 
duced by English rule as the natives did 
themselves ; that there were persons who 
wished to extend to them the privileges 
and blessings of the British Constitution 
under which they had to live. In the con- 
cluding words of his Resolution he 
desired to place on record his conviction 
that the only safe foundation for govern- 
ment in India was to be sought in the 
extension to British subjects in India of 
the full privileges of the British Consti- 
tution. He wished hon. Members to have 
no misconception of his meaning, he 
wished those privileges to be gradually 
extended, and first, that personal liberty 
should be secured. He wished, in the 
words of Edmund Burke, that freedom 
should be as much the privilege of the 
poorest British subject in India as of the 
British subject in London. That personal 
freedom the natives of India had not. 
If we would govern India, not for the 
good of England, but for the good of 
India, and that would redound to the 
good of England, our first duty should 
be to extend to India justice and mercy, 
and not to goad her people by intolerable 
wrong into insurrection, and then pro- 
viding no remedy for the wrong, drive 
them by repression into more strenuous 
resistance. We must not look upon 
India as a slave owner would look at 
his plantation. Having this great nation 
with its ancient civilisation and religious 
feeling under our charge, we should do 
our best to show them forbearance, kind- 
ness, and consideration, giving them a 
reasonable, rightful measure of manage- 
ment of their own affairs. He moved the 
Resolution of which he had given notice. 


*Mr. MICHAEL DAVITT (Mayo, 8.), | 


in seconding the Motion of his hon. 
Friend, said he was relieved from the 
necessity of lengthy observations by the 
fact that the hon. Member for South 
Donegal had travelled fully over the wide 
area embraced by the terms of the 
Motion. His reason for intervening— 


his personal reason as a somewhat silent 


Mr. Macneill. 
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Member for intervening in this discus- 
sion—was this: he had convinced him- 
self, rightly or wrongly, that the House 
and the Press outside were unfairly 
biassed against the native Press of India, 
and some of the leaders of the Indian 
people in connection with recent events 
in the dependency, and he, for one, would 
raise his humble voice against that viola- 
tion of the spirit of justice and fairness 
that held a man, white or black, English 
or Indian, innocent until proved guilty. 
they had seen within the last few weeks 
the detestable Bourbon law of lettres de 
cachet put in force against British sub- 
jects in India, and in the House the 
Secretary of State for India had ap- 
froved and applauded that policy. Dis- 
tinguished leaders of the Indian people 
—one a Sirdar of the Deccan—had been 
arrested, deported, and sent to prison 
without having been brought before 
magistrate, judge, or jury, and such a 
policy as this should receive condemna- 
tion on both sides of the House if there 
was any sincerity in the professions of 
English Statesmen that they were de- 
sirous of ruling India within the spirit, 
purpose, and meaning of the British Con- 
stitution. This policy of the noble Lord, 
this policy of a Bourbon law, was sought 
to be defended on the ground that it was 
necessary to strike terror into_ people 
who were disaffectcd to British rule 
in India, but he was happy to know that 
the policy had not succeeded. The Indian 
people were not terrorised by the resort 
to a law which brought on the Bourbons 
of France the destruction of their 
dynasty, and which, if persisted in in 
India, he, as an Irishman, trusted would 
bring to an end English domination in 
that country. What was alleged as the 
reason for this high-handed proceeding of 
the noble Lord and his subordinates in 
India? It was alleged that the law was 
| put in force in consequence of incitations 
to disaffection and assassination on the 
| part of some of the editors of the native 
Press in India. He denied there was 
|ground for the allegation. Nothing had 
‘been brought before the public in this 
/country in any of the translations he 
| bad seen of the comments of the native 
| Press to justify this interpretation. He 
|maintained that the House itself had 
| been guilty in this connection of a gross 
‘act of injustice. On July 15th the hon. 














445 East India Reveune {5 Avausr 1897} Accoants (Indian Budget). 446 


Member for Bethnal Green (Sir M.| would prevail in India than those sug- 
Bhownaggree), who occupied a seat in| gested by the hon. Member, and he be- 
the House, not by the votes of his fellow- | lieved there were signs of this. He was 
countrymen, but as the Unionist repre-| convinced that Tilak would get a fair 
sentative of a London constituency, | trial, notwithstanding that the Anglo- 
thought it consonant with his ideas of | Indian Bar had, in a cowardly manner, 
justice and regard for his countrymen | declined to defend him on his trial. 
to put the following question to the| These cowardly crimes of assassination 
Secretary for India,— —and no words of his could be strong 
enough to condemn them—were exceed- 
“ Whether he was aware that in the last two | ingly rare amongst the Indian people. 
years an annual celebration to stir up disaffec- | [ot them fancy 250 millions of people 
tion against England among the natives of | 5 Saol Gn: Seeatens deetieant ry at a 
India had been set on foot under the designa- | a 3 a oe 
tion of the Shivaji Accession ceremony. . « ' officialism, and was it to be wondered at 
Whether he was aware that Gungadhur Tilak, | that occasionally men would be driven to 
the editor of a tp ~_ — news: | madness and resort to abominable crimes 
yapers, presided a Cc orat1o ne : ° © 
: sian ie which he pees te alae of | of this k ind. Let the House picture th - 
Europeans. . . . and whether any steps | | difficulties which would confront them if, 
had been taken by the local authorities to | instead of having to deal with 250 mil- 


stop such systematic training of large numbers | }ions of Indians they had to deal with 


of people and students, and the incitement of | 950 millions of Irishmen (Laughter. ] 
them to such actions as led to the assassina- Ty meas ; 1th e 1 PRE CI at ld 
tion of Mr. Rand and Lieutenant Ayerst within | | 1eir rule and their domination wou 


a week of the last Shivaji celebration ? be submerged, and there would be prac- 
tically nothing of them left. He pleaded 
He ventured to say, with all respect to | there that day for kinder consideration, 
the noble Lord the Secretary for India, | fairness, and extenuation towards the 
that in his reply he also, if he would native Press and towards the leaders of 
pardon him for saying so, was guilty of the people of India. They had shown 
a breach of the law of fair play. His reply | exemplary patience and endurance, and 
was an endorsement of the accusation, | they ought not to be as lightly condemned 
made without facts, without trial, by the on account of one detestable crime as 
hon. Member. The noble Lord said— | they had been almost universally by the 
| Press of Great Britain. His contention 
“T am aware that am annual festival has was that the assassinations of Mr. Rand 
: ar 7 eee eae “ and Lieutenant Ayerst arose directly from 
éanin, speeches made at the festival’ which | the carrying out of the plague regulations 
took place last month, and it supports the de- | im Poona. The noble Lord himself had 
scription given in the second and third para- , admitted that these regulations, under- 
graphs of the Question.” | taken, he agreed, with the best purpose 
_in the world, necessarily intruded upon 
Surely this was accusing a man and sen- | the domestic life of the Indian people. 
tencing a man before the law in India| Then, again, soldiers were employed in 
had thought fit to touch him? He would | the performance of this essential work. 
ask the House—was there a Minister of | He asserted that they had heard too many 
Her Majesty’s Government who would protests of innocence made on behalf of 
dare to think of doing anything of that; the British soldiers in India. Soldiers 
kind in connection with any citizen of were more or less alike in one respect, 
Great Britain or Ireland? He was jus- | whether they were British, or Russian, 
tified in complaining of this want of fair- or French, or any other nationality ; and, 
ness to a man against whom the law had | in face of the revelations contained in 
been afterwards put in motion. ‘The some of the Blue-books presented to that 
man against whom these terrible accusa- | House about the condition of 60 or 70 
tions were levelled had received a mark | per cent. of the British soldiers in India, 
of respect and honour never conferred was it a matter of astonishment or of 
on the hon. Member opposite—he had | surprise if one or two soldiers engaged in 
been nominated twice to the Legislative this work—this humane work, if they 
Council of Bombay by the central muni- | would—overstepped the bounds of dis- 
cipal body of that city. He sincerely | cretion and morality and gave offence to 
hoped and trusted that better counsels | or sentiment ? 
\ 





j 
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is no evidence of that. | lutely illiterate 150 years after the com- 

*Mr. DAVITT begged the noble Lord’s| mencement of British domination, and 
pardon. On the 26th July, in reply to! they had, as the noble Lord had pointed 
a question addressed to him by the hon.) out, a growing population, increasing by 
and gallant Member for Essex, he ad- | 2,000,000 a year, while the area of culti- 
mitted the substantial accuracy of a state- | vation of food products was not making 
ment alluded to in the question taken! the same progress. What were the reme- 
from the Daily News, to the effect that | dies put forward by the noble Lord and 
two girls had been assaulted criminally | the Government of India? Any number 
in the segregation inspection camp at/ of expeditions to the Border. There had 
Poona. | been 20 Border expeditions, involving the 

*Lorp GEORGE HAMILTON : No,| expenditure of an enormous amount of 


pardon me. ‘There was an allegation | 
made against two officers at the other end 
of India, but that had nothing whatever | 
todo with Poona. Every allegation made | 
in reference to misconduct on the part of | 
British officers in Poona has not only not 
been substantiated, but has been with- 
drawn and apologised for. [Cheers.] 

*Mr. DAVITT said the noble Lord de- 
clared in his reply to the question that 
two officers had been suspended in con- 
sequence of the charge brought against 
them that they had attempted criminally 
to assault two native girls. 

*Sir M. BROWNAGGREE (Bethnal 
Green, N.E.): That was on the Calcutta 
side. 

*Lorp GEORGE HAMILTON was 
understood to say that if the hon. Gentle. 
man would look at his reply, he would see 
that the transaction had nothing what: 
ever to do with Poona. 

*Mr. DAVITT said his general argu- 
ment was that they knew what soldiers | 
were, and he thought it was reasonable | 
and fair to assume that soldiers engaged | 
in this delicate and humane work—if| 
they would—might overstep the bounds | 
of propriety and morality. He would | 
not labour that question any further. | 
[Ministerial cheers. 

Dr. TANNER (Cork, Mid): 
true. 

*Mr. DAVITT asserted that there were | 
grounds for the discontent shown by the | 
native Press of India, and he trusted that 
rational discontent would continue in the | 
native Press and on the platforms of 
India until such a change was introduced 
into the Government of the country as 
was indicated in the Motion now before 
the House. Their only justification for 
holding India by the sword would be in 
making it a prosperous and contented 
country. He contended that they had 
failed to do that. They had out of the 





But it is | 


Indian money during the last 20 years. 
Then there was to be a continuation of 
the railway policy of the Indian Govern- 
ment. He admitted that the building of 
railways in India was a necessary and 
beneficial work, but he contended that 
after they had carried out that policy to 
the extent they had, a better policy, one 
more required by the economic conditions 
of India, would be one which would sink 
more of India’s own money in the carry- 
ing out of irrigation works, which experi- 
ence had shown earned a very fair per- 
centage of interest. He felt very strongly 
in sympathy with the Indian people. He 
felt the deepest sympathy with every 
people who were subject to another 
nation. He was one of those who believed 
that England had no right whatever to 
rule in any country outside her own 
borders—[ironical Ministerial cheers|— 
and he sincerely hoped and trusted that, 
unless the British Government would 
extend to British subjects in India the 
full right of protection of the British 
Constitution, the Indian people would 
undertake by means fair and honourable 
to win their own independence. [Cheers.| 
*Sir C. DILKE (Gloucester, Forest of 
Dean) said his hon. Friends had spoken 


| with such an evident amount of sympathy 


and with so strong a desire to grasp 
Indian grievances, that it was a matter of 
regret to him that they did not seem to 
have thoroughly thought out the pro- 
posals which they asked the House and 
the country to adopt. They ought to con- 
gratulate themselves on having, upon 
Indian questions, the Irish Members in 
that House, because when they had to 
record, perhaps, an undue amount of 
optimism in all their British notions with 
regard to the success they had achieved 
in India, they certainly heard the other 
side from their Irish Friends, who acted 
the part of the Devil’s Advocate in their 








er 
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intention to canonise themselves. But he 
could not but think that the truth, as 
usual, lay very much between the two 
extremes. He regretted he could not give 
any support to the Motion, because its 
one definite suggzestion—namely, the ex- 
tension of the British Constitution, what- 
ever that might be, to India—was one 
which did not in the least commend itself 
to his views. [Ministerial cheers.| At 
the same time, though there might be no 
risk of the adoption of this somewhat 
vague Resolution by that House, especi- 
ally as it was composed now of « large 
number of Gentlemen who gave special 
attention to Indian questions, it was wise 
that they should fairly and fully discuss 
it, because undoubtedly there were a 
great number of people outside the House 
who might be tempted to think that a 
panacea for the evils of India might be 
found in the adoption of the prin- 
ciples of the British Constitution. 
The fallacy which always underlay the 
speeches of those who desired violent and 
sudden remedies for the existing evils in 
India was that India was a single country 
to which any one plan or panacea could 
be applied. Not only was India vast in 
size, but the differences in the degree of 
civilisation, in the race and religion of 
the people, were so enormous, the dis- 
crepancies were so much greater than any 
which existed in any part of Europe and 
America, that almost any general system 
of dealing with those difficulties was 
necessarily absurd. It was almost im- 
possible to propose with any confidence 
any general remedy for all those griev- 
ances. He agreed that the electorate of 
this country should recognise continually 
their enormous responsibility for the 
government of India, greater really than 
their responsibility for the government 
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face was rather ignorance of facts than 
any desire on the part of the people to 
avert their eyes from these facts, and it 
was not easy to get busy people to in- 
form them. Again, he did not agree 
that, having regard to all the circum- 
stances, the present attendance of Mem- 
bers of the House was not a good one. 
After all, the House of Commons was 
composed of hard-working and practical 
men, and the fact that all the figures 
were known in advance, thet there were 
no secrets to disclose, that everybody had 
| had the opportunity of reading the whole 
financial statement of India, naturally 
deprived this occasion of the interest it 
otherwise would have. No fair man, in 
his opinion, could attribute the distress 
or famine in any sense to British rule. 
He agreed that every excuse should be 
made for any violence of language in the 
native Press of Poona in recent times, 
and he was not at all hopeful that the 
Government would improve their position 
or make their rule more easy by any 
attempt to return to former Press legisla- 
tion or by the interference with the 
liberty of the Press. On the other hand, 
he could not go with his hon. Friends 
| when they suggested that interference 
| with the liberty of the Press in India 
was a matter which came home to the 
hearts and consciences of the people of 
India as a whole. The overwhelming 
majority of the population, leading their 
lives in cultivating the soil, were not con- 
cerned one way or other in these matters. 
In fact, the Press reached even indirectly 
but a wretchedly small portion of the 
| population. Now the claim was made 
| that popular control of the Indian Gov- 
| ernment would do all sorts of things. 
| Everything his hon. Friend desired to do 


| 


hes claimed popular control would do. 








of this country, because as regarded this | But he did not offer the smallest proof 
country intereste] persons, the taxpayers | Of the accuracy of his assertion. Ho 
and ratepayers, had votes, and if their| claimed, for example, that popular con- 
interests were seriously assailed they | trol would put down the growth of tho 
could revenge themselves by the use of | Opium poppy 1n India ; they might as 
those votes, whereas our Government of | Well talk of putting down by popular 
India, which was indirectly a Govern- | control the growth of tobacco in Turkey 
ment formed by the House of Commons, | °F elsewhere. His hon. Friend in striking 
was necessarily autocratic in its nature. | at some of the deficiencies in our rule in 
Consequently, it was necessary to touch | India, did not strike at some of the 
the public conscience if they were to | Worst points, and he would make him a 
produce any effect at all. He did not | present of some of them—for example, 
agree that the electorate of this country | the fact that, however good our Govern- 
were indifferent to Indian questions, | ment might be at the top, it really came 
quite the contrary; what they had to | home to the people in the form of native 
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police, who were often oppressive and 
corrupt. Now, there were undoubtedly 
great evils connected with our Govern- 
ment of India, but we had to look at the 
tremendous difficulties presented by a 
country so enormous and so diverse, 
a country which had never been a single 
country, with no past traditions of rule, 
a country where we had to create, from 
the very beginning, the greatest portion 
of the machinery of organised Govern- 
ment. His hon. Friend seemed to think 
that it would be possible now—given 
what was best in our rule, given the state 
of things to which we had already 
come—to create a single India enjoying 
the principles of the British Constitution. 
The process which had gone forward 
under our rule, the process of 
unification had undoubtedly gone far, 
but it was an infinite distance from 
having gone so far as to give any 
chance of forming a single India. 
He believed that if by the stress of war 
our rule in India had to be relaxed it 
could not be replaced by a single Govern- 
ment or by one capable of ruling the 
country as a whole. He sympathised 
with the observations of his hon. Friend 
the seconder of the Motion as to arbi- 
trary arrest; but the arbitrary arrest 
of 50 or 100 persons during the last few 
years, the detention of ex-Royal per- 
sonages under arbitrary arrest in India, 
whether approved or not, was a compara- 
tively small matter in looking at the un- 
happiness of India, the economic condi- 
tion of the country, and the difficulties 
of the Government, as compared with 
the larger question which the Mover of 
the Motion dealt with. The hon. Mem- 
ber for South Mayo violently attacked 
this power of arbitrary arrest, and called 
it the introduction of the Bourbon prin- 
ciple of lettre de cachet. But this prin- 
ciple existed under the French Republic 
at the present time, though not in the 
same form. It was accompanied now by 
publicity and responsibility to the Elec- 
tive Assembly, and here the Secretary of 
State for India could be censured both 
by the House of Commons and by the 
electorate of the country. It seemed to 
him that both the rulers of India, the 
autocracy of India, andthe ultra reformers 
who desired to upset the existing sys- 
tem, made a great mistake when they 
laid so much stress on uniform treat- 


ment, when they paid too little regard to 
Sir C. Duke. 
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the immense differences between part 
and p..t of India. Portions of India 
were ; epared for governing themselves 
almost entirely, with a controlling hand 
from this country; but other parts of 
the country were still in the condition of 
the early Middle Ages, and were not 
capable of governing themselves. The 
Government of India had tried to bring 
the elective element into the government 
of the provinces. These provinces varied 
in size, their inhabitants professed 
different religions, they were hostile to 
one another; and this elective plan did 
not, to his mind, satisfy either of the con- 
ditions which were desired. It did not 
improve the government of the country, 
and it did not give any real control to 
the people. [“Hear, hear!”] A more 
hopeful experiment would be one which 
recognised the enormous difficulties be- 
tween part and part of the country. In 
Mysore, for example, they had a small 
State administered under British control 
by men who had been largely trained 
in our schools. Mysore governed itself 
by elective institutions in all its purely 
domestic affairs, and in his opinion it 
was the best governed part of India. 
That was an example of the kind of de- 
centralisation to which he looked forward 
more strongly every year as the best 
hope for the improvement of the govern- 
nent of India. In 1876 Mysore was face 
to face with a famine vastly more disas- 
trous than the recent famine in India. 
A million of the inhabitants died, but 
in 1881 Mysore had made good all the 
deficiencies in her revenue and popula- 
| tion. He did not believe, however, that 
they could apply the Mysore system to a 
| province of 60,000,000 as one group, 
| and still less that they could apply any- 
thing like it to India as a whole. We 
eculd afford to give the freest privileges 
of self-government to many parts of 
India where the interest of the people in 
their rule, where the amount of cultiva- 
ticn and civilisation were sufficient to 
enable the people in all questions of 
domestic interest to rule themselves. 
There were other parts of India where 
representative institutions were inappli- 
cable and calculated to produce ineffective 
government, while not giving the people 








any real weight in the affairs of their 
province. He believed that the safe way 
| in which to introduce natives and native 
opinion much more largely into the rule 


, 
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of the country was to decentralise in the 
direction of improving through our 
control and advice the government of 
the native States, gradually handing 
back even portions of the country, as in 
Mysore, to native rule. But we should 
remain responsible for all the larger 
affairs of State which affected India as a 
whole. [* Hear, hear! ”] 

*CotoneL SANDYS (Lancashire, Bootle) 
said that he would like to say a few 
words as one who spoke from personal 
knowledge of India. He had spent many 
years in the country, and he was inti- 
mately acquainted with the natives, had 
taken part in their administration, and 
spoke their language. It was a matter 
of astonishment to him that hon. Mem- 
bers from Ireland, who were not, as arule, 
well acquainted with India, should take 
a lead in the ventilation of this question. 
He had always understood, before he 
entered the House, that a Member of 
Parliament generally spoke on a subject 
with which he was thoroughly acquainted 
-—[laughter|—more or less at any rate. A 
great deal of licence had been allowed to 
the native Press in India. Though it was 
advisable that this freedom should te 
allowed, yet if the native Press were j:er- 
mitted to proceed beyond certain liiits 
an enormous deal of harm might be Jone 
in the country. [‘‘ Hear, hear!”] ‘There 
should be a power in India which had 
in its hands the means of restraining un- 
cesirable licence in the native Press, and 
from his knowledge of the natives he 
thought that the Indian Government and 
the Secretary of State had followed a 
wise line of policy. [‘ Hear, hear!” } 
As to the alleged lettres de cachet, he said 
that there were circumstances in India 
which rendered it necessary that justice 
should be prompt and should strike un- 
failingly. He reminded the Irish Mem- 
bers that Mr. Gladstone imprisoned 
1,100 men under a form of lettre de 
cachet, which was at that time accept- 
able to the House of Commons. There 
were certain parts of India where such a 
rule as existed in Mysore might be 
followed, but to introduce popular con- 
trol as we understood it here would, if 
carried out universally or applied to any 
large extent, extinguish British rule in 
India. They were dealing with a race of 
people who had been living for cen- 
turies under a military despotism of 
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a crushing nature; and to prema- 
turely introduce the privileges and the 
constitution of this country in the gov- 
ernment of India would be a most dan- 
gerous experiment. He remembered 
hearing Prince Bismarck’s secretary say, 
after seven years’ investigation for the 
purpose of reporting to the German Gov- 
ernment upon the British rule in Hin- 
dcstan, that “the English administra- 
tion of India was the finest thing the 
world had ever seen.” If he might ven- 
ture to give. the House any advice, he 
would quote the Duke of Argyll’s expres- 
sion, that “India was not gained by 
speeches in Parliament,” and he would 
add this, “but it might be lost by 


them.” It was dangerous for the 
House of Commons to interfere much 
in the Government of India. The 


wisest thing that could be done, both for 
the people of India and for this country, 
was to leave India as much as possible 
to the Secretary of State, the Governor 
General, and the Councils. [Cheers.] 
Mr. JOHN DILLON (Mayo, E.) said 
the hon. and gallant Gentleman who had 
| just sat down seemed to consider that ii 
;was not for Irish Members to dare to 
| address the House on Indian affairs, and 
, he went on to lay down the principle that 
jonly those Members who thoroughly 
understood the subject ought to speak 
in the House of Commons upon it. Well, 
if that principle were observed in regard 
to Ireland—[“ hear, hear!” and laughter 
from the Irish Benches|—they might 
push the principle a little farther, and 
|Say that only those who thoroughly 
understood that country should be sent 
over to govern that country, and then 
the House of Commons would be saved 
a great deal of trouble in Ireland. He 
would ask the hon. and gallant Gentle- 
man, before he lectured the Irish Mem- 
bers, to endeavour to impress his prin- 
ciples upon his own Party. It struck him 
/as a singular instance of the self- 
‘righteousness and self-appreciation which 
| were the characteristics of the great race 
'to which he belonged, that he seemed to 
| assume that Irishmen were unfit, as a 
imatter of course, to address the House 
(on Indian affairs or to deal with Indian 
‘affairs in any way. It was rather a 
| striking and singular commentary on his 
| speech that the one name mentioned by 
the Secretary of State in commendation 
and laudation of the marvellous success 
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of his administration in face of the’ 
famine and plague was an Irishman 


of his (Mr. Dillon’s) own constituency. | 


[Cheers.| This man would not, of course, 
be allowed to take any part in conducting 
the affairs of his own country, though he 
had shewn himself so thoroughly capable 


ot dealing with Indian affairs, and he had | 


proved, at any rate, that if the hon. Mem- 


Indian subjects, some of the people who 
had been inhabitants of East Mayo were 
qualified to manage Indian affairs with 
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confessing, he felt all the more keen sym- 
pathy with these men, because he knew 
the fierce feelings of anger that entered 
into a man’s breast when he was seized 
and dragged from his home without war- 
rant and without cause stated, at the will 
of an irresponsible Minister, and was 
denied the birthright of every English- 


| man—namely, the right of habeas corpus, 
ber for East Mayo was unfit to speak on | 


the special approval of the Secretary of | 


State. 
fellow feeling makes us wondrous kind.” 
If Irish Members had no knowledge of 


[Cheers.] The fact was that “a | 


Indian affairs except what they obtained | 


from books and newspapers, they had 
some knowledge of English administra- 
tion in Ireland; and when they heard 
claims made in that House such as were 


made by the hon. and gallant Member, | 
that they should leave Indian affairs to | 
the officials, and not attempt to criticise | 


them, on the plea that the less said in 
the House of Commons about India the 


better, he replied that they had experi- | 


ence of these matters, they knew some- 
thing of an irresponsible Administration, 
because they had lived under it, and 
therefore their minds were more open to 
appreciate and understand the grievances 
of these poor people in India than were 
the minds of most English Members. He 
remembered saying once that the man 


gaol himself. [Laughter.| If they were 


and the right to be heard and tried by his 
fellow-men. [Cheers.] These were the 
very reasons that made Irishmen sym- 
pathetic, and take an interest in the 
oppressions of the Indian people. When 
listening to the lecture of the hon. 
and gallant Member he was reminded 
throughout the speech of the fact that in 
some of the parts of India that were best 
governed and where the feelings and pre- 
judices of the people were most taken 
into account, it was due to Irishmen— 
countrymen of his own—who had come 
from a country where he had seen the 
sufferings of an oppressed agricultural 
population, and by that experience knew 
better how to sympathise with the suffer- 
ing people of Bengal and other parts of 
India, and had made themselves the 


| champions—to their honour be it said 


—of these poor people. He could name 
a whole string of Irishmen who had 
earned the blessings and the gratitude of 
the people of India, and finally the 
approval of the British Government. 
[Cheers.| These were facts and considera- 


| tions which hon. Members opposite ought 
who was going to send another person to | 
gaol ought to have a little experience of | 


going to enter into the grievances of | 
people who were suffering under an irre- | 
sponsible administration, they would be | 


far more able to appreciate the feelings 
of these people if they were suffering such 
things themselves. The hon. and gallant 
Member referring to the case of the 
brothers Natu—who were now suffering 
from the exercise of the odious and detest- 
able power of imprisonment without 
charge made against them—said in proof 
of the necessity for their arrest that even 
here the Government had been obliged to 
apply that power to Irish Members, and 
therefore it must be a good thing in India. 





That was one reason why, perhaps, they | 


took such an interest in these men, be- 
cause they had known what it was to lie 
in prison for twelve months without trial ; 
and, therefore, as he had no shame in 


Mr. John Dillon. 


tc admit entitled the Irish Members of 
that House to speak, even although their 
knowledge might not be as full as that 
of hon. Gentlemen on the other side, en- 
titled them to raise their voices for the 
people of India when others would not ; 
and feeble though their efforts might be, 
and small their numbers, do something 
to bring the light of day to bear on the 
action of the Indian Government, and to 
protect the people of India from oppres- 
sion. [Cheers.| He wanted to say a 
word as to the case of the brothers Natu. 
He had made no charge whatever in con- 
nection with this matter. He had 
listened with pained interest to all that 
took place in the House of Commons, 
and to the statements made in answer 
to questions, but he had made no charges. 
It might be quite true, as the Secretary 
of State for India had said, that 
there was no ground for the specific 
charges made against British soldiers of 
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having committed outrages in Poona. 
He admitted that he was slow to believe 
in the charges against these men—for he 
knew that many of them were his own 
countrymen—of deliberate violence. But 
he did say, putting aside all these charges, 
and accepting the statement of the Sec- 
retary of State for India that no charge 
of misconduct or violence had been sub- 
stantiated— 


*Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order! This 

does not arise on the Amendment. It 
may arise on the general question, but 
not on the Amendment. 


Mr. DILLON said he would pass away 
altogether on that subject. He was de- 
sirous of saying a word on the imprison- 
ment of the brothers Natu. These men 


were taken—he did not know what charge | 


was made against them ; he had not seen 
it stated in the newspapers, except that 


they had been seized upon as dangerous | 
But he understood that they | 


people. 
were Hindoo Brahims of high caste. They 
all knew something of what caste in 


India meant ; but he must confess that | 


he was not aware of the great pride of 
caste, and the excitement which the arrest 
of these men had caused among the 


people of Poona, until he had the privi- | 


lege of entertaining two of them at lunch 
the other day, when he heard a great deal 
about this matter. These men, as he had 


said, were of high caste ; and it required | 


very little knowledge of India to know 
that a man of the highest caste, if they 
forcibly destroyed his caste or made him 
do anything in contravention of his caste, 


he would a great deal rather his life were | 
He understood that one of the | 


taken. 
brothers Natu was taken to the segrega- 
tion camp; and he would ask the Sec- 


retary of State for India if he would tell | 


them what precautions were taken, if any 
precautions were taken, to protect the 


caste of this man when in the general | 


segregation camp. He contended that if 
if were necessary—though he could not 
believe there was any necessity for taking 
aman of high caste and putting him ina 
segregation camp under general regula- 
tions-——but if the necessity existed, the 
greatest possible precaution ought to 


have been taken to protect his caste, and | 


not to subject him to unnecessary humi- 


liations and to what he would feel to be a | 


degradation. They were entitled to know 
what was done—because something must 
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have been done—to give rise to the exas- 
peration which existed in Poona amongst 
the friends and relations of these brothers 
Natu. [‘ Hear, hear!”| Another man 
who has been arrested, Mr. Gokhlee, was 
at the time, and still remained, a 
member of the Legislative Council ; 
and he was allowed, as he understood, 
to become a member of the Council 
after the articles that were now sup- 
posed to incriminate him were written. 
On what ground had he then been 
arrested? This gentleman was brought 
to Bombay, the object being to strike 
terror in the mind of the natives. 


| *Lorp GEORGEHAMILTON: Hewas 
| not brought to Bombay ; he was already 
'there. [Cheers and laughter.] 


| 
| Mr. DILLON said that that fact was 
| not in the least material to his argument. 
| [Derisive cheers.| Professor Gokhlee was 
| twice brought before the Courts and bail 
was refused. Then he was brought up a 
| third time and bail was granted. <Ac- 
cording to Z'he J'imes correspondent the 
Court was crowded with natives, who 
cheered enthusiastically and drew the 
liberated man through the streets in 
triumph. Did the Indian Government 
hope to strike terror by provoking such 
scenes? Was the position of affairs im- 
proved by prosecuting this man? There 
were certain principles of personal liberty 
which, whether they were violated in 
Bombay or in Ireland, every one could 
understand. It was right for Irish Mem- 
| bers—if no one else would do it—to rise 
in the House of Commons and speak on 
behalf. of these principles and protest 
against these high-handed acts. In this 
particular matter he believed that Irish- 
men expressed the views of a large sec- 
tion of the people of both countries. If 
| the British Government in India could 
not win the assent and approval of the 
people it had no right to exist. The 
| Motion of his hon. Friend meant that the 
future stability of the British Govern- 
ment in India was to be sought in the 
extension to the people of India, not the 
whole machinery of the House of Com- 
|mons, but those principles of even- 
| handed justice, individual liberty, fair 
play to the poor, and responsible Govern- 
ment in some shape, which were recog- 
| nised as the principles of constitutional 
Government in this country.  [“Iear, 
| hear ! ”} 
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*Lorp GEORGEHA MILTON, whowas | 
imperfectly heard, was understood to say | 
that no discussion of Indian affairs could | 
take place without it being necessary to | 
impress upon everyone the admonition 
of the right hon. Member for the Forest 
of Dean. There were 250 millions of | 
people in India, but they were not | 
homogeneous. They were rather a mosaic | 
of sects and races. Hon. Members from 
Ireland had praised the rule in some of | 
the native States. [Nationalist cries of | 
“No!”] With very few exceptions, there | 
was not one native State in which the 
ruling class were not in an enormous | 
minority. [Cheers.| If constitutional | 
principles were introduced the present | 
ruling class would be at once deposed. 
The hon. Member for East Mayo had said | 
that if the population of India was 250 | 
millions of Irishmen England could not | 
govern them. He quite agreed with the | 
hon. Member. [Laughter.] The 250 
millions of Irishmen would set to work | 
and conquer the world—I[cheers and | 
laughter |—such faith had he in the race | 
to which he belonged—and when they 
had nobody else to fight then the real row 
would begin. [Laughter and cheers.] 
No one contended that our rule in India 
was perfect. There were obvious diffi- | 
culties in governing a country of such 
enormous extent from a little island 
separated from it by thousands of miles. 
It was most unfair to test the system of | 
government in India by that which | 
existed in this country. The real test | 
was the Government which preceded | 
British Government, the Government | 
which would succeed it. [Cheers.|] If 
the true principle of the British Con- 
stitution was to develop individual 
liberty and to give everyone as much 
liberty as possible, British rule in India 
had accomplished that result to a most | 
remarkable extent. [Cheers.] But, after 
all, the object of all Governments, and 
notably of the British Government, was 
to give liberty of action and freedom of 
expression as far as was consistent with 
the safety of the community. [“ Hear, 
hear!”] That was the governing con- 
sideration. We were a_ phlegmatic 
race compared with many of the 
nations of Europe, and could 
permit in this country freedom 








we 
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of action which would not be safe in 
Every Government in 


other countries. 
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the world—whether it were the demo- 
cratic Republic of the United States, or 
the Republic of France, or one of the 
autocratic monarchies of Kurope—must 
have a reserve of power for times of 
emergency. All Governments obtained 
additional powers when they had to deal 
with exceptional difficulties, either by the 
temporary suspension of constitutional 
ig h ts or by special legislation. But, asa 
rule, the difficulties with which they had 
to deal were so gradual that they afford 
time to obtain the powers in a leisurely 
way. But in India the religious and 
political atmosphere was charged with 
electricity. [Cheers.]| The liberties of 
the British Constitution did not apply, 
for instance, to criminal lunatics ; and in 
India, almost without warning, an ap- 
parently peaceful population might sud- 
denly become as dangerous as criminal 
lunatics, with but one object before them 
—to murder the class alien to them. As 
every one knew, Madras was one of the 
most peaceful parts in India. But from 
time to time there were outbreaks among 
the law-abiding people. A sudden fit 
seized them, and a number of quite 
young men, perhaps, would band them- 
selves together to murder all who were 
not of their sect ; and when troops were 
sent against them they killed as many of 
the troops as they could, and then got 
killed themselves. In this country we 
had special legislation to deal with 
dynamiters. But no explosive ever con- 
ceived by modern science was half so 
dangerous as the religious and political 
fanaticism in India. Therefore the Gov- 
ernment of India could not have recourse 
only to the usages and methods of 
Western Governments. They must have 
a special power behind them, to be used 
from time to time. Every Government 
which had to deal with an Oriental popu- 
lation must have this power behind it ; 
and the great distinction between the 
British Government in India and every 
other Eastern Government—with the ex- 
ception, perhaps, of Japan—was that 
while with them despotic methods were 
the rule, the British Government had re- 
course to them but rarely. [“ Hear, 
hear!”] The hon. Member who spoke 
first on this question never once alluded 
to the two foul murders which had been 
perpetrated in Poona. [“ Hear, hear! ”] 
The Seconder of the Motion did; and, 
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although he thought that the hon. Gen- 
tleman held dangerous doctrines, he 
noticed that he denounced murder and 
outrage. It was not the first occasion 
on which the hon. Gentleman had done 
so. Let the House consider for a 
moment what was the position of the 
Bombay Government. They had excep- 
tional difficulties to deal with, and they 
had to stamp out the plague. Two 
officers were murdered, and both the hon. 
Members for Mayo insinuated that, al- 
though nothing was proved, it was not 
unlikely that something had occurred to 
provoke the murders. 

Mr. DILLON: I made no insinuation 
against the soldiers. I said it was ex- 
tremely likely that they had been offen- 
sive to the religious susceptibilities of 
the people. I should be very sorry to 
insinuate, without clear proof, that they 
had committed any outrage. 

*Lorp GEORGE HAMITON pointed 
out that the insinuation remained. 
The charges adumbrated by the hon. 
Member for South Mayo against 
British soldiers were absolutely with- 
out foundation. [‘ Hear, hear! " He 
had seen letters from nurses who 
were in attendance on patients, and 
from officers, and in all these communica- 
tions there were expressions of admira- 
tion with regard to the extraordinary 
petience and good behaviour of the so}- 
diers. The representatives of the Ger- 
man and Russian Governments on the 
spot used similar language, stating that 
the manner in which houses were searched 
set an example which other nations simi- 
larly situated would do well to follow. 
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[“ Hear, hear!”] But what happened? | 


A certain knot of persons in Poona set 
themselves to malign Mr. Rand and his 
coadjutors. The murders were perpetsa- 
ted, and they were cold-blooded murders, 
carefully thought out and deliberately 
planned. They were not the deeds of a 
fanatic smarting under some sense of 
supposed wrong—under a belief, for 
example, that some outrage had been 
done to his family. Everybody, he 
thought, would admit that the persons 
who committed these crimes ought to be 
brought to justice. He believed that if 
any one of the Members from Ireland 
who had spoken, had been in the position 
of the Governor of Bombay he would 
have acted in the same way, and would 
have relegated the British Constitution 
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,to the place to which it properly be- 
| longed—{laughter|—he meant to that 
| House. [Laughter and “hear, hear!” | 
| The two native gentlemen who had been 
arrested were notorious men, and this 
| was not the first time that they had been 
| Lrought before the notice of the public. 
| He believed that the authorities at Bom- 
bay were within their rights in the action 
\ which they had taken, and that the result 
|of the proceedings would be to unravel 
|the plot that had been formed. The 
-hon. Member for East Mayo had enun- 
ciated principles absolutely antagonistic 
|to the elementary doctrines of the British 
| Constitution. The hon. Member argued 
| that it was a great mistake to have set 
| the law in motion, because when bail was 
| granted, the individual who was arrested 
| was acclaimed and taken away in triumph 
| by the mob. Did the hon. Member seri- 
ously maintain that a man who was 
| thought to be concerned in a crime ought 
| not to be brought before a Court of law 
| because he was popular? The principle 
of the British Constitution was that the 
law was no respecter of persons, and he 
believed that one reason why this dead 
set was made against Mr. Rand was, be- 
cause in the just discharge of his duties 
he drew no distinction between rich and 
poor. [“ Hear, hear!”] Hon. Members 
cpposite said that the brothers Natu were. 
men of high caste, and that every con- 
| sideration ought to be shown for caste. 
| With that he agreed. We ought to show 
the utmost regard for the religious: 
usages and customs of a country whose 
civilisation was far older than our own. 
| But he believed that nothing was done 
in the segregation camp which, could 
affect Mr. Natu’s caste. What occurred 
was this. There was a death in the 
house of one of the brothers Natu. It 
was reported to the Commissioner, and 
the body of a child that had died from 
the plague was found in the garden of one 
of the brothers. He told the Commis- 
sicner that it was the child of one of his 
servants. The story being believed he 
was not sent to the segregation camp, 
but it was subsequently found that the 
story was untrue, and that the child was 
the child of one of the brothers, who had 
buried it in the garden. The law was 
then carried out. 

*Mr. DAVITT asked what steps were 
taken in the segregation camp to observe 
the caste of the brothers?! 
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*Lorp GEORGE HAMILTON could not | 
say, but probably there were persons of | 
quite as high a caste as the brothers Natu | 
in the segregation camp, and he had | 
never heard that a person’s treatment in 
a segregation camp resulted in his losing | 
caste. It was pertinent to remember, in 
discussing this matter, that a number of | 
native gentlemen were acting on the) 
plague committees. Almost all the com- | 
plaints which had been made had been | 
found after investigation to have been 
concocted in Poona. In fact, there had 
been a most deliberate conspiracy in 
Poona—not the first of its kind—to dis- 
seminate through the Press false infor- 
mation, which had even impressed hon. 
Members in that House. He thought 
he had been able to show that the stories | 
thus circulated were a tissue of fabrica- | 
tions. [“ Hear, hear!”] He agreed that | 
the Government ought to be very chary 
of using the power which had been used 
in this case, but on this occasion it had 
been exercised legitimately. _ [“ Hear, 
hear!”] Pending the trials which were | 
to take place, he could not make a fuller 
statement, but next Session hon. Mem- 
Lers would be able to raise the question 
again, and he believed he would be in a 
position to satisfy them that what had | 
been done was right. 
Mr. MACNEILL asked leave to with- | 
draw his Amendment, but leave was with- | 


held. 


Question put, “That the words pro- | 
posed to be left out stand part of the 
Question.” 


{COMMONS} 


| they were not able to do this. 
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upon what after all was the great central 
question for India, as well as for all 
other countries, he meant the condition 
of the masses. All other matters, how- 
ever important they might appear, were 
by comparison accidental and transitory. 
But upon the condition of the masses de- 
pended the success and safety of our 
rule. There was a pathetic proverb in 
India which said that the worst form of 
rebellion was the rebellion of the belly. 
And he besought the people of this coun- 
try not to lose sight of this central point 
of the whole situation. If the masses 
were contented and prosperous all would 
be well. Now in India, in speaking of 
the masses, they meant the ryots ou. 
peasant cultivators who, with their be- 
Icngings, comprised some 80 per cent. of 
the whole population. They lived 
grouped together in rural village com- 
munities, of which there were about half a 
million in the whole of India. And his 
contention had always been that the way 
to get at tne truth regarding the ryot’s 
past history, his present condition, and 
future prospects, was to make a careful 
and detailed village inquiry, learning 
from each individual ryot his experi- 
ences, and what were his complaints, and 
what form of relief he most required. 
Unhappily they had reason to believe that 
the ryots as a class were in a condition of 
deep destitution. Had they possessed a 


| reasonable store of food, of money, or of 


credit, they would have been able to tide 
over at least one failure of harvest. But 
the experience of the famine showed that 
As a rule 


| they not only possessed nothing, but 


The House divided :—Ayes, 97 ; Noes, | 
17.—(Division List, No. 376.) 


less than nothing, being hopelessly in- 
debted to the money lenders. He there- 


| fore last January, as an Amendment to 


On the return of Mr. Speaker, after 
the usual interval, 


Sir W. WEDDERBURN (Banfishire) 
said that this was the one appointed op- 
portunity in the year for discussing the 
general affairs of India, and he much re- 
gretted that it had been fixed for a date | 
when the House was practically broken 
up, and also that it had fallen at a time 
of some anxiety in India, in several direc- | 
tions, so that it was difficult to discuss 
affairs as freely as was desirable, on ac- 
count of the fear of in any way embar- | 
rassing the Government. He felt it, 
however, his duty to say a few words 


| speech. 


the Address, had pressed the noble Lord 
the Secretary of State for India, to grant 
a village inquiry of this kind by local 
representative Committees, in the several 
provinces ; pointing out that this did not 
involve a Commission from England, or 
any disturbance of famine work, and that 
the cost would be quite nominal. The 
noble Lord had not shown himself alto- 
gether averse to inquiry. He had been 
so good as to say that he (Sir W. Wed- 
derburn) had advanced some practical 
suggestions, and even that (with certain 
qualifications) he had made a sensible 
As regards the proposed in- 


| quiry, the noble Lord had said that’ he 
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agreed that the opportunity of the 
famine ought not to be allowed to pass 
vithout taking every opportunity to in- 
quire into and ascertain the best methods 
of protecting the people of India from 
the recurrence of similar calamities. This 
scunded hopeful. But he (Sir W. Wed- 
derburn) feared that the inquiries con- 
templated by the noble Lord were purely 
official inquiries in the ordinary depart- 
mental routine, and from such investiga- 
tions drastic reforms such as were re- 
quired could hardly be expected. The 
fact was the existing official system was 
chiefly to blame for the ryot’s difficul- 
ties. Upon this point he offered himself 
as a witness, as he had made the ryot 
his special study for the last 30 years 
and more. He also thought he was an 
impartial witness, for he began his in- 
quiries with all the prepossession in 
favour of the official system natural to a 
member of the Civil Service. But he 
gradually and reluctantly came to the 
conclusion that a great portion of the 
land revenue system, though good in 
theory and well intentioned, was not 
suited to the condition of the ryot. In 
now renewing, therefore, his proposals 
for inquiry, he had sent to each Member 
of the House a statement showing the 
facts and figures upon which his conclu- 
sions were based. The conclusions were 
that there were three main causes of the 
ryot’s distress, 1st, the, excessive revenue 
demand. The orders of the Home Gov- 
ernment were that the revenue demand 
should not be a rack rent, but should 
leave with the cultivator the wages of 
labour, the interest on capital, and half 
the true rent. But it was officially ad- 
mitted that compliance witl: this Instruc- 
tion was practically unknown in India ; 
the Government demand trenched upon 
interest on capital and wages of labour ; 
nevertheless in spite of this admission 
the Government demand was being con- 
tinually enhanced, up to 100 per cent. 
upon some villages, and even 1,000 per 
cent. in certain individual holdings. 2nd, 
the harsh and rigid mode of collection, 
which exacted punctual payment of a 
fixed annual cash assessment, thus plac- 
ing upon the ryot the burden of uncer- 
tain seasons, a burden he was not able to 
bear, so that he was driven to the money 
lender; and, 3rd, the establishment of 
debt courts on the European model, 
which had armed the money-lender with 
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all the power of the Empire, and enabled 
him to reduce the ryot to the lowest 
depth of serfdom. These facts were all 
painfully familiar,to the ryots, and were 
well known throughout India, but unfor- 
tunately they were not known to the 
House or to the British public. The 
troubles thus produced were capable oi 
a remedy, and in each case he had indi- 
cated the direction in which the remedy 
should be sought, by a cautious return 
to the old native custom. Further, ie 
had matured a scheme for rescuing the 
ryot from the toils of the money-lender 
by means of agricultural banks. This 
scheme had received general appvoval, 
and was cordially supported by the Vice- 
roy of India in Council. But it was 
vetoed by the India Office. He would 
not weary the House by going more into 
details, but would claim that he had es- 
tablished a case for an inquiry on the 
lines asked for in the Amendment. 
From his personal experience he firmly be- 
lieved that by this simple and easy method 
much might be done to improve the con- 
dition of the masses, thereby spread- 
ing contentment throughout the land. 
He desired to add a few words regarding 
the present situation in India and the 
proposal contained in the first part of 
the Amendment. At the last great famine 
20 years ago the mortality was estimated 
by the Famine Commissioners at 54 
millions. They had no means of knowing 
what the mortality was in the present 
famine. But the area affected was greater 
than on the former occasion, and in spite 
of the praiseworthy and well-organised 
efforts of the Government the suffering 
and ueath must be very great, and must 
continue for several months more, even 
if favourable rains produced a crop which 
could be reaped in October. In addition 
to the famine had come the plague, and 
in some parts the earthquake, so that 
men’s minds were nearly distracted, their 
hearts failing them from fear. Under 
these circumstances he felt sure the House 
would gladly send them a kindly message 
of sympathy. Especially such an expres- 
sion of sympathy seemed called for when 
they contrasted the exuberant prosperity 
of this country with the present unhappy 
condition of the masses in India. And, 
further, he would most earnestly depre- 
cate any unnecessary measures of severity 
towards the people of India in any shape 
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or form. The wise doctor was very for- 


giving to a suffering patient. His gentle- 
ness would not be mistaken for weakness. 
He would not be angry for anything the 
sufferer did in the paroxysm of his fever. 
On the contrary he would only redouble 
his efforts to remove the cause of his 
delirium. Similarly he (Sir W. Wedder- 
burn) would appeal to the noble Lord 
the Secretary of State for India to be 
very merciful towards the Indian people, 
who were sick almost unto death. The 
noble Lord had spoken the other day of 
an iron hand in a velvet glove. But under 
the existing grievous circumstances the 
hand should not be of iron. What was 
needed was not an iron hand but a human 
hand, strong and kindly, ready to help 
the weak and raise those that were fallen. 
As regarded events at Poona he thought 
the matter had been exaggerated. He 
believed that it would be found that the 
assassinations were isolated crimes uncon- 
nected with any widespread conspiracy. 
Doubtless there were everywhere in India 
certain elements of danger, but there 
were greater elements of safety. The 
party of constitutional reform known as 
the Indian National Congress made it its 
business to meet these dangers and 
assuage them, as far as it could, by having 
everything open so as to avoid secret 
conspiracy, in mitigating race hatreds, 
and seeing that all respected the religion 
of others. The Congress party had three 
great principles. The first was that all 
its actions should be based on the stability 
and prosperity of British rule ;the second 
that all its methods should be open and 
above board ; and the third that its action 
should be strictly constitutional and law- 
abiding. If any movement was not in 


accordance with these three great prin- | 


ciples the Congress would have nothing 
to say to it. The Congress had two main 
objects—to prevent secret conspiracies, 
and to bring every grievance to the 
notice of the Government, also respect- 
fully to make representations to the Gov- 
ernment for the redress of grievances, 
because it believed that by the redress of 
grievances the people would be rendered 
both prosperous and contented, and this 
was the only way to make the British 
Government strong and based on a good 
foundation. There were two elements of 


safety—the principal one that the great 
body of the people, especially the edu- 
cated classes, believed that it was only 


Sir W. Wedderburn, 
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under the stability of the British Govern- 
ment that any happy future for India was 
possible. He feared very much that mea- 
sures might be taken from want of tho- 
rough appreciation of the situation and 
sympathy with these poor suffering 
people who, he was willing to admit might 
in their frenzy do things they might after- 
wards be sorry for. If the police were 
not trustworthy it was dangerous to put 
them in authority over the people at 
large, and all oppressive measures were 
dangerous because they had to be carried 
out by an organisation not in itself trust- 
worthy. If oppressive police measures 
were taken they would paralyse and alien- 
ate those who wished the British Goy- 
ernment well, and would drive discontent 
inwards, and that was the way the powers 
of the party of violence were strength- 
ened. He earnestly warned the Secretary 
for India to be careful. No one could 
doubt that, as regarded the Poona affair 
that the great body of the people of 
India, especially the educated classes, 
regarded the assassinations with the 
utmost detestation and horror. The 
natives of India were a humane, gentle 
race, and in the vast country of 
India assassinations were quite unknown. 
Those who, like himself, had lived in 
India had felt more safe there than in 
London. In India they lived with doors 
and windows open. In India they were 
not afraid of burglars, and if a man 
wanted to send his wife and children 
across country he put them in charge of 
a native guard, and knew that they would 
be safe. The natives of India were a 
gentle, trustworthy, and humane race, 
and he could not understand why the 
Anglo-Indian Press so constantly wrote 
against them and insulted them. What 
was there to be gained by making the 
natives unfriendly? The natives of India 
abominated odious crimes such as those 
that had taken place, as they were the 
chief sufferers by such crimes if the Goy- 
ernment were driven to measures of 
severity. These crimes were hateful to 
them because they prevented the possi- 
bility of the peaceful, gradual, and con- 
stitutional reforms on which their hearts 
were set, and which they regarded as 
necessary for the future welfare of the 
country. So he trusted the Secretary for 
India would hold the balance steadily, 
maintain a judicial position, and not be 
the apologist of the India Office or the 
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Executive, but as the representative of 
Her Majesty hold the balance evenly and 
hear the weaker side. The official class 
in India had all the power in their hands. 
It was the people who were the weak, and 
they looked to the Secretary for India to 
be their protector. Let him give them an 
impartial hearing, and treat them kindly 
and leniently. The Government would 
act wisely in maintaining a firm and 
humane attitude and consolidate the 
goodwill of the people generally. Instead 
of measures of severity in this auspicious 
Jubilee year something might be done to 
console and conciliate the people in their 
great misfortunes. It was not too late 
for gracious measures to be adopted, 
which would show the people that they 
were sympathised with. In view of the 
distress of the agricultural population 
there should be a legal limit to the Goy- 
ernment demands in respect of taxation. 
It would give the greatest confidence 
throughout the country if the people 
knew that they were safe from the in- 
crease of taxation beyond a certain 
amount. Confidence begat confidence. 
What he desired was to see British rule 
recognised not as an alien domination, 
but as a national government, giving con- 
tentment to the masses and free scope to 
the aspirations of those who hoped to 
raise India to a noble place among 
the nations of the world.  [Cheers.| 
*Mr. SAMUEL SMITH (Flintshire) 
said they had seldom approached an 
Indian Debate under such pairful cireum- 
stances as this year. That great country 
was suffering from the horrors of the 
worst famine of this century, from a 
terrible plague, from a destructive earth- 
quake, from frontier disturbances, and 
from widespread discontent. They had 
Jubilee rejoicings over the greatness and 
prosperity of the British Empire, but by 
far the largest province of that Empire 
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had no heart to share in the re- 
joicings. He hoped they should discuss 


the question of India that night in an 
earnest and sympathetic spirit, and show 
their fellow-subjects there that they 
would do all they could to alleviate their 
sufferings. He was sorry to think that 
there could be no real alleviation of the 
famine till the next harvest was reached 
in October or November after the mon- 
soon. The present condition of things 





was far worse than people in this country 
supposed. 


Some 40 or 50 millions of | 
| 
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people were suffering from acute famine, 
some 30 millions more from scarcity. 
The price of food in the famine districts 
was 200 per cent. above the usual rate ; 
the bulk of the people had parted with 
all they possessed; the poor peasants 
had mostly lost their cattle, and had sold 
their agricultural implements, their 
silver ornaments, and cooking utensils, 
and had no means to carry on agriculture 
even after the famine was over. Multi- 
tudes of families had been broken up 
in going to the relief camps; in many 
cases the bread winners had died, and 
left helpless women and children. The 
family system, which was the basis of 
Hindoo life, was shattered in a large part 
of India, and they were face to face with 
a huge mass of disorganised and _ help- 
less humanity. From all he could 
gather, the loss of life had already been 
appalling, not only from direct starva- 
tion, but from the diseases that followed 
it. He noticed that last February the 
deaths in the distressed districts in the 
North-West and the Central Provinces 
were 26,000, against an average of 
12,000 the preceding ten years; in some 
places the death rate was seven times the 
normal rate. He feared these figures 
would grow worse and worse till October, 
and when the final results were summed 
up, he much feared that the loss of life 
would run into millions. Among many 
letters that he had read from the famine 
districts, he would quote from one by a 
well-known Hindoo lady, Pandita Rama- 
bai, who, by great self-denial, had saved 
a large number of orphans from the 
Central Provinces. She described a visit 
to one of the Poor Houses or Relief 
Camps,— 


“The first poorhouse we saw was no house 
at all. It was a grove in the outskirts of the 
town. Groups of famished people were seen 
sitting all round the grove. Some were lying 
down in heaps, or sitting or lying in ashes on 
dirty ground. Some had rags to cover their 
bodies, and some had none. There were old 
and young men, and women and children, most 
of them ill, too weak to move about, and 
many suffering from leprosy and other unmen- 
tionable diseases. Bad men, immoral women, 
pure young girls, innocent children and old 
people, good, bad, and indifferent, were freely 
mixing and conversing with each other. Ther 
slept in the open air or under the trees at 
night, and ate the scanty and coarse food pro- 
vided by the Government. The food was 
nothing but dry flour and some salt. An 
accustomed eye could at once see that the grain 
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was adulterated with earth before it was ground 
into flour. There were several starving orphan 
children who could not cook for themselves, 
and had no one to work for them. So they 
had either to eat the dry flour or depend upon 
the tender mercies of their fellow-sutferers, the 
older persons, who took as much cf their food 
as they could, with the right of their might. 
The poor people seem to have lost all human 
feeling. ~~ are most unkind towards each 
other and the little children around them. 
They do not care even for their own children. 
Seme parents eat all the food they get for 
themselves and for their little ones, and be- 
come quite fat, while their children are starved 
and look like skeletons, and some are even in 
a dying state, and yet their fathers and mothers 
feel no affection for them. Parents can be 
seen taking their girl-children around the 
country and selling them for a rupee or a few 
annas, or even for a few seers of grain. The 
food given to the children is snatched from 
their hands, and eaten by their stronger neigh- 
bours. In some places the Government officials 
give two pices or more to each child, or old 
and sick persons unable to work ; but what can 
a baby of two or three years of age do with two 
copper pices in its hands?” 


The House will note that she stated the 
food was adulterated with earth. This 
was the doing of the subordinate officers, 
such as the mukadams or cooks. She 
said,— 


“Few of the subordinate officers, such as 
the mukadams (overseers) and cooks, who have 
it in their power to give or withhold from the 
poor the food sent for them, have any heart or 
conscience. The grain—the very cheapest 
kind—is bought and ground into flour without 
heing cleaned of the sand and earth it con- 
tains. Then the heartless cooks steal the 
flour and put a quantity of earth into it, while 
they cook the dal and roti, and nobody notices 
that the food is thus adulterated. The poor 
people are too much afraid of the mukadams 
to complain to the higher officials. The flour 
and pulse so adulterated, when made into rotis 
and dal, do not look any better than cakes of 
cow-dung.” 


Those Relief Camps were destructive to 
the morals of women and girls. She 
went on to say,— 


“Young men can be seen everywhere talking 
to girls and women under the pretence of doing 
the mukadam’s work. This is no good sign 
at all. Wicked men and women are every- 
where on the look out for young women and 
girls. They entice them by offering sweetmeats 
and other kind of food, clothing, and fair pro- 
mises to take them to nice places and make 
them happy. So hundreds of girls, young 
widows, and deserted wives, are waylaid as 
they go to the relief camps and poorhouses in 
search of food and work, and taken away 
before they place themselves in the custody of 
the Government.” 


Mr. Samuel Smith. 
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|He need not say more to show the 
| terrible disintegration of Indian society 
that was taking place. He did not blame 
‘the Anglo-Indian officials. They were 
| doing the utmost they could; they were 
| working beyond their strength, and many 
had died from exhaustion. In one dis- 
trict five Civil Servants had died; but 
| no Government could save 50 millions of 
|famine-stricken people. His object in 
bringing these painful facts before the 
House was to show that they must dig 
deeper and try more drastic remedies, 
‘and, above all, abandon their habit of 
| easy self-complacent optimism. It would 
| be said the famine was the act of God, 
and how was Government responsible for 
this? He eranted it; but India had 
periodical famines, and their true policy 
| was to fight them by more copious irri- 
/gation works, and a better land system. 
'The Indian Government had spent enor- 
| mous sums on railways of late years, but 
| comparatively little on irrigation works. 
The railways had done much good, but 
they did not grow food, and they did not 
| prevent it going to a famine price in a 
| year like this. Irrigation gave fine crops 
'in the worst seasons. Then the railways 
as a whole had never paid their cost. 
iThey still cost the Government two or 
'three crores a year, say two to three 
millions of tens of rupees. From the be- 
jginning of the system the loss on rail- 
ways to the State had been 51 crores, in- 
‘cluding military railways, and protective 
lrailways against famine. Irrigation 
works had in several cases paid the 
capital expenditure several times over ; 
in other cases they had been a financial 
failure, but their average dividend was 
about 5 per cent.; yet they had only 
spent one-tenth as much on irrigation 
works as upon railways. He quoted 
these figures from the excellent Memo- 





randum recently addressed to the 
Secretary of State for India. The 
|fact was, powerful British interests 


| were constantly pressing the India Office 
_to extend railways in India, as most of 
|the material was bought in this country, 
but no pressure was put upon it to ex- 
tend irrigation works, as the expenditure 
was all in India. It would be replied 
that Government can only construct such 
| works on the line of the great river 
| basins, such as the Ganges, the Jumna, 
|the Godavery, etc., while most of the 
| country is above the level of the river 
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basins. 


most of India; but irrigation by wells 


and tanks was possible over nearly all of 


India, and this work could be done by 
the peasantry far better than by the 
Government. 


Our policy should be to | 


encourage the peasantry by every means | 


to do their own irrigation. 
have security of tenure, something in the 


They should | 


nature of a permanent settlement on the | 
' . . . . 
Caird, one of the best agriculturists of 


soil to give them an interest in providing 
tanks and wells. 
a serious piece of work ; it meant the occu- 
pation of all his spare time for years, and, 


To a peasant this was | 


of course, he would not undertake it un- | 


less he knew he would reap the fruits of 
his labour. When he was in India, he was 


everywhere told this was one of the | 


greatest of drawbacks, this want of secu- 
rity. 
as it was before 1881. The noble Lord 
suid that suffering had been greater 
where there was permanent settlement, 
but could he name any district where the 
ryots had a permanent settlement? The 
zemindars in Bengal had a permanent 
settlement, but they were a large landed 
class, with thousands of small tenants, 
and it was like giving a permanent 
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This was true, and river and ,India, from the grasp of the money 
canal irrigation could not be extended to | lender. 
in debt. 


They were nearly all hopelessly 

India possessed village usurers 
of the type of Mr. Kirkwood by tens of 
thousands. The peasantry were often 
charged 5 per cent. per month. Our 
system of collecting the revenue by punc- 
tual cash payments, whatever the season 
or size of the crops, had thrown the 
farmer into the hands of the usurer. He 
quoted the opinion of the late Sir James 


this country, who was on the Famine 
Commission, which made one of the best 
Reports on India he had ever met with. 
It was a perfect mine of information on 
all rural and social questions. Sir James 
Caird said :— 


“The right of the cultivator to mortgage 


: ; é : | (1 blic land has made him the slave of tl 
It was simply the Irish Question the public land has made him the slave of the 


morey-lender. Government rent must be paid 
on the day it becomes due. It is rigorously 
exacted by the officials, and as the money- 
lender is the only capitalist within reach the 
cultivator gives a charge on the land, and 
hands over all his crop as a security for cash 
advances.” 


|The old Indian Governments took a share 


settlement to the worst class of landlords | 


in Ireland. The zemindars in Bengal 
were originally tax collectors. Lord 
Cornwallis unwisely gave them a fixed 
settlement, and they rack-rented their 


tenants terribly until the recent Act | 


conferring occupancy rights on the| 
ryots. It was strongly stated in India 
that our system of land assessment | 


was a great discouragement to these 
small irrigation works. Most of the soil 
is re-assessed every thirty years, and the 
ryots are afraid to sink their capital 
from fear of exorbitant re-assessments, as 


the land is made much more productive | 


by irrigation. Some of the wisest of 
the Indian Viceroys, like Lord Canning, 
were of opinion that there ought to be 
a permanent settlement of the Land Tax, 
so that the peasantry could feel entire 
security in improving their land, knowing 
that all the benefit would go to them- 
selves. Lord Halifax accepted this view 
in his famous Dispatch of 1862. He 
commended this great question to the 
attention of the Indian Government. 
But an even more urgent remedy was to 


| thised with the Indian peasant. 


of the crop, so in bad years the ryots 
had to pay little. We require prompt 
payment in all seasons, though revenue 
is sometimes remitted in bad famine 
years. Then we enable the usurer to 
collect his debts by distraint on the pro- 
perty of the peasant. He applies to the 
Small Debt Court, and gets a decree to 
sell him up, just as Mr. Kirkwood and 
his kind in this free country sell up their 
wretched clients. In olden times in 
India a little village tribunal, called the 
Punchayet, of five village elders, arbi- 
trated in such cases, and protected the 
ignorant peasant against Shylocks. This 
was impossible now with our elaborate 
judicial proceedings. What we needed 
in India was to go back to those more 


| primitive customs, which were far better 


suited to a primitive people. We in the 
present day, perfectly satisfied with our 
own system, sometimes made experi- 
ments on native races with lamentable 
results. No one understood this ques- 
tion better than his Friend, Sir William 
Wedderburn ; none more truly sympa- 
He com- 


' mended to the Indian Government his 


rescue the Indian peasantry, who are 80 | 


per cent. of the whole population of 
VOL. LIT. [rovrrn serizs. } 


scheme of agricultural banks, which was 
most unwisely nipped in the bud by the 
India Office in former years. He had 


U 
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form in India. ‘The impoverishment of 
the peasantry was the tap root of all our 
difficulties in India; it was the cause of 
most of the disaffection which now 
existed. India would never be contented 


till the peasantry were more prosperous. | 
He strongly recommended that an ex- | 
haustive inquiry should be made into the | 


subject. The Report of the last Famine 
Commission had been forgotten, and had 
not been acted upon. He strongly ad- 
vised the re-issue of the recommendations 
of that Commission. But these reforms, 
even if adopted, would only bear fruit 
in the distant future; something more 
was needed to meet the present terrible 
distress. The Indian Government only 
undertook to give bare subsistence to the 
victims of famine. It could not do more, 
for it had to raise the cost from the poor 
taxpayers in India, yet we were told in 
the Report of Mr. James, the Govern- 
ment Inspector, that— 


“40 lakhs are needed for seed alone in the 
north west provinces. ‘The fact is, the dearth 
has been so widespread that contributions have 
been a mere drop in the ocean. When prices 
rise 50 per cent. over usual, all margin over 
mere capacity to sustain life is cut otf. The 
amount of relief that could be given without 
including any but cases of real acute distress 
is practically limitless.” 


The schemes of improvement I have sub- 
mitted could not be carried out under 
many years. They dealt with the India 
of the future, and help was needed for 
the suffering masses of the people of 
India at present. Our country was pros- 
perous, our Colonies were prosperous ; 
we were congratulating ourselves on the 
greatness of the Empire, but over our 
huge Indian possessions, containing the 
largest population, hung the greatest 
gloom and misery. Could we do nothing 
in this Jubilee year to alleviate this ? He 
appealed to the Government and to the 
House to make a special grant to India 
in this time of awful need. Our income 
was overflowing ; we shall have another 
large surplus next year. What better 
use could we make of one or two millions 
than devoting such a sum to thie allevia- 
tion of the misery in India. It would be 
the most worthy celebration of the Jubilee 
year. It would do more to appease dis- 
content in India than any number of 
Press prosecutions. Parliament would 


approve of it, it would be popular in this 


Mr. Samuel Smith, 
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country, and he was sure it would be a 
wise thing to do politically. We were 
not a sentimental people ; we were slow 
to recognise how great a part sentiment 
played in the government of the world. 
He was sure such an act would touch the 
heart of India, and do more for the safety 
of our Empire than increased armaments. 
What they required was some fund which 
could be applied for the benefit of the 
peasantry after the famine was over so 
as to give them a fresh start. He thought 
£2,000,000 could be so applied as to con- 
fer immense benefits upon India, and that 
it would touch the hearts of the people of 
that country as nothing else had done. 
He believed that, in certain circum- 
stances, measures of repression might be 
necessary, but a far.wiser policy would 
be a generous act of this kind, which 
would have a marvellous effect. He 
appealed to the House to signalise this 
year by a great act of mercy to India, 
and he hoped the Government would con- 
sider his suggestion and not hastil7 com- 
mit themselves against it. In his view, 
great perils lay before them in India, 
and they should anticipate them in a 
wise and statesmanlike way. 

*Sir M. BHOWNAGGREE thought it 
both his duty and privilege on thut the 
first occasion on which he had had the 
opportunity of addressing the House on 
an Indian subject since the terrible 
atrocities that had occurred in India, to 
express the horror, the indignation, and 
the humiliation felt by the loyal miliions 
of that country at the dastardly crimes 
with which the efforts of the Government 
to arrest the plague had been rewarded. 
[“ Hear, hear!”] He spoke with a great 
sense of responsibility in the matter, but 
he was perfectly sure that, in saying what 
he had, he spoke in the name and on 
behalf of the millions upon millions of 





people in India, who felt the humiliation 
and the degradation of the act which 
had been committed, because they realised 
and were always ready to acknowledge, 
| the manifold blessings of peace and pro- 
gress which had been carried to them by 
British rule. [Cheers.] The hon. Mem- 
| ber who moved the Motion declared that 
he had resolved from henceforth to pro- 
claim to the constituencies of the United 
Kingdom that they did not realise what 
responsibility lay upon their shoulders 
with respect to the 300 millions of 
| people in India whom they governed, 
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and that he was going to try his best | Gokhlee, to a section of people who were 
to arouse them to a sense of that respon- | called reformers, whose endeavours in 
sibility. He congratulated him upon | the line of social reform were perfectly 
that sentiment, but when he saw just 17 laudable. They were hampered by a 
hon. Members on the Benches opposite, | great many hardships of which hon. 
he confessed he had not much faith in | Members could have no possible concep- 
the hon. Member for Donegal’s chances | tion. They were afflicted by a system 
of success. Moreover, it was worth while of child marriages, and the prevention 
remembering that those who had taken | of widows’ marriages, and a great many 
Indian matters under their benevolent | other customs from which the reformers 
control had decided, in their wisdom, | tried to free themselves by relaxing the 
only to ask Members on the Opposition | bonds of caste. The Natus had conse- 
side of the House to take part in their | quently no rigorous caste observances to 
deliberations. There was a Parlia- | keep. It happened that one of them was 
mentary Indian Committee, consisting | taken to the plague hospital, which irri- 
of 140 or 150 Members on the Radical | tated these men, who were very powerful, 
side, but how many of the 150 were | because, aa the hon. Member for Mayo 
present that night when the affairs of |said, they were very rich, and one of 
India were being considered by the | them being called upon to subject him- 
House? He presented it to the considera- self to the rules and regulations laid 
tion of hon. Members whether it was not |down for the arrest of the plague had 
a misrepresentation to give it out to the |led them to behave in a manner which 
Indian public that the Members of this | had caused a suspicion of their being 
House on the Ministerial Benches did | implicated in certain serious operations. 
not care for India, and that the only | That was the explanation of the impor- 
ones who did care sat on the opposite | tance attached to the caste question by 
side. He could afford to treat the re |hon. Members opposite. With respect 
marks levelled at him personally by two |to the arrest of these Natus, the hon. 
or three Members opposite earlier in the | Member was in error as to the Regulation 
Debate either with amused indifference | that was acted upon; it was the Act of 
or contempt. He would acquit them of | 1827 which empowered the Government 
having any personal feeling in the matter, | of Bombay to take action, in consonance 
under the assurance they had given that | with the provisions of law, which had 
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they were not acquainted with the country 
they talked about. He remembered a 
question repeatedly asked on the other 
side whether it was a fact that the caste 
of the Natus had been broken by one of 
them being taken to the plague hospital. 
He believed that on this point they were 


been acted upon, and not the Regulation 
of 1817, as was mistakenly supposed. 
Dealing with certain references which had 
been madeto himself, hesaid that when, on 
the inspection of certain native news- 
papers, he found an astonishing report of 
the proceedings of a meeting in Poona, 








misled by the information given to the|he felt it to be his duty, as a 
hon. Member for Mayo by two gentlemen | Member of the House, as a lover 








from India of a Hindoo caste, whom he | of India—{cheers|—and as a loyal subject 
informed us he had invited to lunch in | of Her Seibar fobendh-soekeaeiee 
this House. the local officials, who did not know 

Mr. DILLON: I asked the noble Lord | the vernacular, were aware that such sedi- 
the Secretary of State whether that | tious utterances had been made before 
statement was a fact? I saw the state | large gatherings of students and ignor- 
ment in Zhe 7'imes newspaper. ant men. That had been the extent 
*Sir M. BHOWNAGGREE: By whom- |! of his crime. He had been charged with 
soever that information was conveyed, | being disloyal to the interests of India, 
the question betrayed gross ignorance of | but he pointed out that the men whose 
the caste system of India. There had|cause was being advocated by hon. 
appeared before them the precious Mr.| Members opposite, were not the men 
Gokhlee, who had, under the guidance of |of whom the people of India were 
the hon. Member for Banff, defiled the} proud. [Cheers.] Not a man of them 
threshold of this glorious building. | represented the public feeling of India, 


[Laughter.] The Natus, he knew to his| in spite of the assertion of the hon. Mem- 
for 


Banffshire to the contrary. 





certain knowledge, belonged, like Mr. ‘ne 
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Those whom the hon. Baronet was | 
strangely befriending were only a few | 
hundred, or at most a few thousand, | 
men out of the myriad population of 
India ; and it was his duty both as an 
advocate of the true interests of | 
India and as a loyal citizen of the! 
British Empire, to do all he could, | 
even at the risk of personal sacri- | 
fice, to expose those currents of sedition | 
which were making havoc of the future | 
prosperity and safety of our Indian Em- | 
pire. [Cheers.| Large masses of natives 


themselves and many native editors 
cried down this seditious teaching, 


and called loudly for the enforcement of 
measures to prevent it in future. He 
had numerous letters and extracts to 
prove this, but would content himself 
with reading a short extract from a 
letter which he had just received from 
one who had been chairman of the 
Municipal Corporation of Bombay: 
‘* Here,” said the writer, referring to 
the Poona murders,— 


“is another sad example of the loyalty and 


devotion of the Congress Brahmins of Poona. A 
very sad tragedy was enacted by some dastardly 
and cowardly fellows soon after twelve, mid- 
night, after all had enjoyed the jubilee celcbra- 
tion to their hearts’ content.” 
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thought it was in the same year that the 
cruel system of suttee, under which widows 
were burnt on the funeral pyre, was abo- 
lished under the infiuence and owing to 
the influence of British rule. [Cheers. | 
In a few years more slavery was abolished 
from India. In 1837, as now, plague and 
pestilence had taken hold of certain por- 
tions of the land; but the distress in- 
flicted on the country by these calamities 
was not met in the effectual manner in 
which it had been met to-day. [‘ Hear, 
hear!” | These were a few events among 
many others which would convince any- 
body that India was justified in rejoicing, 
as she did rejoice, in the celebration of 
the sixtieth anniversary of Her Majesty’s 
coronation. [Cheers.] The lucid explana- 
tion which the noble Lord had given in 
regard to the accounts of the past year, 
and the Budget for this year, invited 
comment, but he could not at that time 
of the night venture to take the House 
into details. All he should content him- 


| self with doing was to express his satis- 


faction at the fact that, while the country 
had passed through the throes of such 


| dire calamities, her pecuniary credit and 


fiscal arrangements had not been sub- 


| mitted to any great convulsion. The best 


gauge of that was the good position which 


‘the Government Joans maintained both 


to the Trish 
suggested they should confine 
attention either to Ireland or India. 
They could not look after both. Tf they | 
choose to look after India, what would 
be Ireland’s gain would be India’s loss. | 
[Cheers.] He might next mention one 
or two events to show hon. Members 
that the people of India had much 
reason to be grateful for the blessings 
conferred on them in the last 60 years, 
and to rejoice on the occasion of the | 
Queen’s Jubilee. In 1837 was settled a | 
big struggle which fixed the fate 
of India to a_ large extent with 
regard to its future development. 
A controversy had been raging between | 
the Orientalists and the Occiden- 
talists to determine whether the 
system of education in India should be 
established on the basis of a Western 
education or a purely Oriental education. 
That long controversy, conducted with 
great ability, was settled in the year 1837, 
by its being decided that in future the 
education of India should proceed on 
Western lines. [“Hear, hear!”] He 


Turning he 


their 


Members, 





Sir M. Bhownaggree. ! 


in this country and in India. [“ Hear, 
hear!”] He thought that with regard 
to the railway Estimates which the noble 
Lord had put before the House, one might 
express great satisfaction, because it had 
been proved that railwaysafter all had been 
the best agencies in arresting the ravages 
not only of famine, but even of plague, 
because without the railways the people 
could not have been transported from one 
centre to another, which was necessary to 
be done in order to take them away from 
the plague-stricken districts, and he 
therefore had to express his satisfaction 
at learning that the railway programme 
of the Government of India was not 
to be disturbed. He had, however, one 
complaint to make, and it was this, that 
Bombay had been badly treated in the 
distribution of grants, because the Govern- 
ment of India had not apportioned to 
3ombay the fair share of the railway 
works which it needed. One or two main 
schemes which might have connected 
Bombay with Upper India without 
break of gauge had been put off for a long 
time. He trusted, however, that the 
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noble Lord on reconsideration, would see 
his way to making such amendments as 
would furnish Bombay with those re- 
sources in the shape of lines of communi- 


cation by railway which she sorely needed, | 


and the want of which, he believed, had 
been represented to him through the 
Bombay Government and the Govern- 
ment of India. The feeder lines which 
might be legitimately encouraged, as 
native capital was available for them, and 
their success was no longer a matter 
of doubt after the profitable working 


of the Ahmedabad  Prantej line. 
Before passing to a much-debated 
question, he thought he was en- 


titled to say a word with regard to the 
question of irrigation, which had been 
started by previous speakers. He ex- 
pressed his deep sympathy with the idea 
of carrying on a large system of canals 
for one main reason, and that was this, 
that the most of the outlay on what- 
ever labour they bestowed upon the 
construction of canals, and whatever 
implements were used in their construc- 
tion, would come back to the people of 
India and not much of it would go 
abroad. At the same time, although he 
was in perfect sympathy with the motives 
which had prompted the arguments so 


ably put by the hon. Member 
opposite, he would perhaps be glad 


to hear a very competent opinion with 
regard to the difficulty of proceeding 
with irrigation works, and the authority 
to whom he referred was an able native 
gentleman who had been engaged in the 
work of administration for a great many 
years, and who could not be accused of any 
partiality for the building of railways as 
a means of putting money into the 
pockets of English or European manu- 
facturers. His opinion was this, that 
while canals, where successful, were more 
efficacious as tending to prevent the recur- 
rence of famine by multiplying the area 
of cultivation, nevertheless there were 
difficulties in the way of irrigation 
only too well known locally, and in fact 
the construction of useful canals in by 
far the greater portion of India was 
impossible. He mentioned this fact to 
show that if the suggestions of hon. Mem- 
bers were not accepted by the responsible 
authorities who had to conduct the ad- 
ministration of India, it must not be put 
down to want of sympathy, but rather to 
a more critical knowledge of the subject 
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than hon. Members themselves possessed. 
There was another matter on which he 
should like to dwell with some emphasis 
—namely, the treatment of British Indian 
subjects in the South African colonies. 

*Mr. SPEAKER : Order, order! This 
does not arise on the question before the 
House. It is a South African, not an 
Indian question. 

*Sir M. BHOWNAGGREE said he 
would defer what he wished to say on 
the subject to a more favourable occasion, 
and proceeded to quote testimony of an 
eminent Hindoo gentleman to the 
efficacy of the measures adopted by the 
Government of India to meet the ravages 
of famine. As to the feeling of the 
Mahomedans, he had in his’ hand 
a printed letter from a Mahomedan 
gentleman referring to recent speeches 
by some socialist speakers and by 
Mr. Naoroji, and declaring that they 
would be treasonable if they were not 
absurd, and expressing the hope that the 
English people would not sympathise 
with such wind and bluster. With the 
exception of a few obstinate and perverse 
minds—[cheers|—-it was patent by this 
time to the world that the measures 
adopted by the Supreme Government 


and the subordinate Governments of 
India to arrest the ravages of the 


famine had been most efficacious, and had 
successfully combated a disaster in such a 
complete manner as had never before 
been experienced in the history of India. 
[ Cheers.| As to the plague operations, they 
had heard till they were sick of a Hindoo 
gentleman, a Professor of a private 
Poona College, who had, in the words of 
the hon. Member for Banffshire, become 
a patriot by devoting 20 years of his life 
to the work of education at a very small 
salary. This Mr. Gokhlee was brought 
over to give evidence before the Royal 
Commission on the grievances of India, 
and he was asked to say what he knew 
about the plague operations in Poona. 
The hon. Member for Banffshire had 
apologised to the House for his grave 
mistake in that connection, and he should 
pass the incident by if the apology had 
been at all commensurate with the vast 
mischief for which he had been respon- 
sible. [Cheers.] The hon. Member had 
been 15 or 20 years in Poona in more 
than one judicial capacity, and he was 
sorry to say that the hon. Member had 
been a Judge of the High Court for a 
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*Mr. SPEAKER said that the hon. 
| Member would be in order in replying 
| to what the hon. Member for Banffshire 
had said with regard to the outrages, but 
he had no right to make this an oppor- 
tunity for entering upon matters which 
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time, in which position he was not con- 
firmed. He mentioned this to show why 
he regarded the blunders which had been 
made by the hon. Member as perfectly | 
inexcusable. When Mr. Gokhlee had told | 
his tale, he was challenged to prove his| 
assertions, and there were men who knew | were merely personal to the hon. Baronet. 
India and its Government, and the} *Sm M. BHOWNAGGREE contended 
character of the English officials, and | that the hon. Member's apology to that 
who refused to believe these assertions. | House did not wipe away the great error 
Thereupon the hon. Member for Banffshire | committed by him in putting such blind 
came forward with a testimony as to Mr, | reliance upon the statements of a man 
Gokhlee’s character. He said that he | who had now confessed that he had per- 





had known him for years, and that he 
knew him to bear the highest character 
for integrity. When a responsible Mem- 
ber of Parliament undertook to give such 
a certificate, and in such circumstances, | 
he ought to be more careful. [Cheers.] | 
In his confession to the Government of | 
Bombay, this Mr. Gokhlee said,— 


“Private letters confirmed my opinion, and | 
the circumstances which followed the murders | 
left no doubt in my mind that punishment | 
swift and terrible was descending upon that 
unhappy city, and the brand of general dis- 
loyalty was being placed on the brow of my | 
race. 


That was the explanation. Mr. Gokhlee 
was afraid that punishment would follow | 
these murders, and in order to avoid it 
he made all these statements without | 
believing them. Since it had been known 
that the Government were going to adopt 
certain proceedings in consequence of the 
murders of Mr. Rand and Lieutenant 
Ayerst, the hon. Member for wanffshire | 
had begun to bombard the Secretary of 
State for India with questions. The hon. | 
Member was not troubled on account of 
the murders of his fellow-countrymen— 
[cheers]—he was not agitated on ac- 
count of the sorrowing parents who had 
been bereaved of their sons in a far-off 
land. No; all the hon. Member's ten- 
derness, apprehension, and anxiety were 
aroused, not for the relatives of the 
victims of this dastardly crime, Lut lest | 
the Government of India should take any 
measures which would insure the punish- 
ment of the cffenders, and the preven-| 
tion of such crimes in future. [Cheers.] 
Was any of the testimony for which the 
hon. Member for Banffshire vouched re- 
liable? [Cries of “Oh!” and “hear, 


hear!”] The hon. Member had taken | 
advantage of his position in that great 
chamber. 

“Order! ”] 


Sir M. Bhownaggree. 


[Laughter, and crics of | 


' Poona had to 


| hear !”] 


jured himself. 

cheers. | 

Sir W. WEDDERBURN rose to make 
av explanation. Professor Gokhlee being 
here as a witness before the Royal Com- 
mission, he had thought it right to give 
Members an opportunity of hearing what 
a gentleman who had recently come from 
say. Professor Gokhlee 
came here accredited by a large number 
of his fellow countrymen, and he still 
maintained that he was a gentleman 
bearing the highest character for integ- 
rity. Professor Gokhlee made a great 
mistake in allowing himself to be misled 
by his correspondents. He did not say 
that he had any knowledge of these al- 
leged facts himself. He (Sir W. Wedder- 
burn) had never said that he believed 
them. [Cries of “Oh!”] All he had 
done was to give this gentleman an op- 
portunity of stating his views. 

*Sir M. BHOWNAGGREE denied that 
Professor Gokhlee was sent to this coun- 
try as the representative of a large 
rumber of people, and asked why the 


[Cries of “Oh!” and 


‘names of the Professor’s correspondents 


were withheld. The hon. Baronet was 
not entitled to keep their names up 
his sleeve. [Zaughter.| As long as 


these letters were not forthcoming the 


believe that 
[ «Hear, 
There had been forged memo- 
rials and signatures, and these letters 
might be forgeries also. He had now 


House was entitled to 
they were merely fictitious. 


_done with the hon. Baronet—{“ hear, 


hear!” |—and he turned to the subject 
of the Amendment that stood in his 
name. He could not at that hour venture 


, to trouble the House with the statistics 
and arguments in support of it. 


Nor 
was it necessary for him to do so, after 
the remarks of the noble Lord in favour 
of greater attention being directed in 


— to industrial education. There 
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were 37 millions of manufactured im- 
ports into India as against four millions 
of manufactured exports, barring cotton 
and jute fabrics. The Government 50 
years ago established a system of educa- 
tion which it was hoped would fit the 
people to proceed in the path of pro- 


gress and prosperity by enabling them | 


to develop the material 
lying at their own doors. 
perience had shown that those expecta- 
ticns were mistaken. 
education established by Sir Charles | 
Weod had driven the people into the | 
learned professions, which were 
mensely overstocked, while the smallest | 
articles of daily use and conswnption | 
were supplied by foreign countries. The | 
time had therefore come when the Gov- 
ernment of India must take some action | 
in order to develop that industrial pros- 
perity of which India stood so much in 
need. In view of the seditious teaching 


resources 


of the vernacular Press, the Government | 


of India were also bound to investigate 
how that Press was conducted, what were | 
the qualifications and capabilities of | 
those who conducted it, and why it was 
to a large extent cused into an instru- 
ment of sedition, blackmailing and in- | 
timidation. [{“ Hear, hear 1") There | 
were, no doubt, a number of papers 


which were cuniiuciod ably and in a) 
spirit of loyalty, like the Rast Goftar, | 


the Indian Spectator, the Hindu Patriot, 


the Moslem Chronicle and others, but | 


they were very few compared to the 
large bulk of low journals which were in 
the hands of ignorant men and others 
who bore no goodwill to their rulers. 
He hoped, in conclusion that the Secre- 
tary of State and his colleagues would 
strengthen the hands of the Viceroy and 
other administrators of our Indian Em- 


pire to enable them to deal with the! 


ditticulties that had arisen there with 
firmness; and that the House would 
give them all that support which they 
needed for overcoming those obstacles he 


had indicated as tending to hinder the | 
docile | 
people towards the development which it | 


progress of her contented and 
was the great aim of British rule to 
secure to them. [Cheers. | 

*Sir ANDREW SCOBLE (Hackney, 
Central) said he found himself unable to 
agree with any of the Resolutions which 
had been placed on the Paper in regard | 


to India; and the speeches which “had 


But ex-| 


That system of | 


im- | | 
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been delivered went more in the direc- 
tion of offering advice to the Government 
of India, which they did not require, than 
of making any practical suggestions. 
There could be no doubt that this Jubilee 
year had been fraught with disaster to 
India. Some of these disasters were the 
act of God. Famine and _ pestilence 
could not be prevented by human wisdom, 
though human wisdom might do and had 
done most effectual work in diminishing 
their ravages. [‘‘Hear, hear!’’|] The 
| frontier expeditions now on foot were in 
the ordinary day’s work of the Govern- 
ment of India, and there was no need to 
dwell upon them, except to say that 
| the British people appreciated the loyalty 
and devotion of the Indian troops and 
| the rapidity and energy with which the 
Government had met the sudden calls 
made upon them. [ ‘‘ Hear, hear !’’] Hede- 
| sired to associate himself with the praise 
| bestowed by the Secretary of State on 
| the Viceroy, who had shown a readiness 
| and resource, a courage and a prompti- 
tude which entitled him to the respect, 
admiration, and gratitude of every Bri- 
| tish subject. [“Hear, hear!”] He re- 
| gretted very much the attacks that had 
/been made on the British soldiers en- 
gaged in the task of arresting the plague. 
| There was no doubt from the evidence 
received that they had discharged their 
duty with the utmost patience, mercy, 
/and kindness. [“ Hear, hear!”] And 
there was no ground whatever for saying 
that any British soldier had misconducted 
himself. [“ Hear, hear!”] With regard 
to the case mentioned on the other side 
of the House, the persons concerned were 
not British soldiers. One was an in- 
ferior police officer, and one in an inferior 
'grade of the medical service. His hon. 
| Friend the Member for Flintshire, whose 
benevolence every one recognised, had 
\spoken in warm commendation of the 
isteps taken by the Government to 
\repair the injury done by the famine, 
/and to stamp out the plague. He asso- 
ciated himself with the hon. Member’s 
suggestion that it would be a graceful 
and desirable thing if the Government 
of this country were to come to the assist- 
ance of the Government of India by a 
substantial money grant. The famine 
/was not anywhere near at an end, and 
|its after effects had to be dealt with, and 
‘he would like very much to see a 
handsome sum placed at the disposal 








enable the cultivators of the land te 
plough and sow their lands. — [“ Hear, 
hear!”| He believed that a grant from 
this Parliament would have the effect the 
Member for Flintshire anticipated, and 
would produce an outburst of gratitude 
from the cultivators of the land which 
would do much to strengthen British rule 
in India. The hon. Member for Banfl- 
shire had urged the Government not to 
proceed with severity in the present cir- 
cumstances with regard to the disturb- 
ances that had taken place. Had there 
been any severity on the part of the Gov- 
ernment? [“ Hear, hear!”| They were 
told there had been failures in the system 
of relief given by the Government in 
famine camps and works. That was the 
fault of inferior native agencies. Surely 
that ought not to be charged against the 
Government. The fact was there was 
tco much anxiety to displace European 
agency in India. Unfortunately in that 
country dependence had to be placed on 
inferior native agencies, which constantly 
frustrated and brought to naught the 
henevolent designs of the Government. 
He had never been in favour of coercive 
measures against the Press in India, but 
what was the case! They found that in 
India newspapers were often established, 
not to be intelligent organs of public 
opinion, hut to be devoted simply to 
obtaining blackmail from the more 
respectable members of their own com- 
munity. The hon. Member had said 
that the present law was equal to dealing 
with Press offences. The Government 
were now going to try. The question 
was now before the Bombay High Court, 
and that Court would decide in due 
course of law. In regard to native 
industries, no doubt there was a great 
economical as well as a_ political revo- 
lution going on in India. The Gov- 
ernment was not blind to what was going 
on. Still, the situation was one which 
could not be disposed of by legislation. 
He was sorry that the hon. Member for 
Hoxton intended to raise the old con- 
troversy in regard to that form of dis- 
ease which unhappily had been so pre- 
valent amongst British troops. Statistics 
recently obtained proved most clearly 
that the freer the hand given to the Gov- 
ernment of India in that matter the 


better it would be for the morality of 
Sir Andrew Scoble. 


{COMMONS} 
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the British Army, for the health of the 
Army, for the people of India, and for 
the women of England. [* Hear, hear !”] 
In 1895, under the pressure of the 
opinion of this House, an Act was passed 
restricting the power of the Government 
of India to make regulations with regard 
to this form of contagious disease. The 
Ccommander-in-Chief, Sir George White, 
speaking the other day in the Viceroy’s 
Council, supplied the strongest argument 
for the repeal of that Act, for he said,— 


“The statistics of 1895 are in themselves 
irrefutable proof of the necessity of stronger 
legislation. In that year, out of 68,531 men 
in cantonments, the admissions into hospital 
for venereal diseases were no less than 36,681, 
or 535-9 per 1,000. Of these cases 22,702 were 
syphilis: ‘The ratio for primary disease has 
increased 137 per cent. since 1887, and that 
for secondary disease no less than 188 per cent. 
in the same period. Secondary syphilis was in 
1895 four times more prevalent than it was 
in 1873.” 


The Royal College of Physicians, who 
might be taken as an unprejudiced 
authority, stated in their Report,— 


“ About 13,000 soldiers return to England 
from India every year, and of these, in 1894, 
over 60 per cent. had suffered from some form 
of venereal disease. These figures are quoted 
as showing more forcibly than words can the 
risk of contamination, not only to the present 
population of this country, but also to its future 
generations. Of these men a number die, or, 
remaining invalids, are more or less incapaci- 
tated from earning their own livelihood, and 
thus become a burden on the rates.” 


The moral aspects of the question had 
never been lost sight of by the Govern- 
ment of India. They had carefully de- 
sired to give the soldier such employment 
and recreation as might minimise his 
temptations, but at the same time a 
Government which had any regard for 
the population under its sway ought not 
to hesitate for a moment to apply what 
it conceived to be the most effectual 
remedy for the existing state of things. 
[ Cheers. | 

*Sin HENRY FOWLER (Wolverhamp- 
ton, E.) said that, whatever difference of 
opinion there might be as to the number 
of Members present to-night as compared 
with the occasions of preceding Indian 
Budget Debates, it would be generally 
agreed that the Debate had _ been 
unusually lively. But the note to-night 
had been, he thought, on a minor key, 
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and although there had been no disposi- 
tion on the part of those who had taken 
part in the Debate to indulge in any un- 
necessary apprehension, or in anything 
approaching to panic, there had been ex- 
pressed a dissatisfaction as to the state 
of things in India, which, he thought, 
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proceeded, in the main, from misappre- | 


hension more than from well-grounded 
fear. [‘ Hear, hear!”] At the onset he 


wished to say that the statement of the | 
was not only distinguished | 


noble Lord 
by great ability, but couched in 
appropriate, conciliatory and statesman- 
like terms. [Cheers.| There was nothing 
provocative in the noble Lord’s speech ; 
it was a fair and candid statement as to 
the difficulties of the Indian Government, 
and the opposing elements which seemed 
to have accumulated month after month 
with increasing force. He might say 
that from both sides of the House they 
tendered him their cordial appreciation 
of the manner in which he had dis- 
charged his task—[cheers|—and_ they 


also joined with the noble Lord in ex- | 
pressing their great admiration of the| 


conduct of the Viceroy. [Cheers.] Those 
only who, like the Secretaries of State, 
had had weekly communications with 
Lord Elgin, could fully appreciate those 
qualities of courage, firmness, wisdom, 
and level-headedness which Lord Elgin 
had shown during the whole of his ad- 
ministration ; and it must be gratifying 
to him to know that in this particular 
crisis he had the confidence, not only of 
the present Government, but of that 
which preceded it, and also of the House 
of Commons. [Cheers.| Of course this 
Budget Debate centred round the ques- 
tion of famine. This was the famine 
year, this was the calamity of India, 
and he thought they had not yet in 


that Debate done full justice to the| 


Indian Government, and to the adminis- 
tration which had been going on since 
the famine broke out. Judging from 
some of the speeches to which they had 
listened they might be led to suppose 
that in some way or other the Govern- 
ment of India had been responsible for 
the famine, and that the economic laws 
in force in India since the British rule 
commenced had created a state of things 
which never existed in India before. But 
the history of India showed a long 
succession of famines during a succes- 
sion of centuries, 





and although the | 
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| present was one of the most terrible 
| famines in some of its aspects, yet, never- 
| theless, the Government of India had 
| dealt with it with unexampled vigour and 
| success. [“ Hear, hear!”| Governments 
had enough to bear upon their shoulders 
| without attributing blame to them for 
| want of rain, and the cause of the Indian 
| famine was not the Indian Government, 
| the British Government, or British rule in 
India, but the meteorological result, the 
symptoms of which the noble Lord was 
aware of when he addressed the House 
| last year. The bad monsoon was the cause 
'of famine, and he thought they might 
| now confidently hope that there would be 
a good monsoon this year. He would ven- 
ture to put before the House the protec- 
| tive and administrative means which 
| could and ought to be undertaken to 
grapple with this terrible calamity, which 
the Government could not foresee or pre- 
vent, but which they might by wise ad- 
ministration possibly mitigate. The 
House was aware that after the last 
famine a Famine Commission was ap- 
pointed, and some of the most competent 
men who could possibly be selected tho- 
roughly exhausted the whole question of 
famine protection and prevention. His 
English friends must excuse him when he 
said that although the remedies they pro- 
pounded were no doubt the result of great 
ability and research he preferred the deli- 
berate judgment of accomplished experts 
who had been acquainted with India all 
their lives, and who, with the assistance 
also of English experts, in that well- 
known Report recommended to the Gov- 
ernment what measures they thought 
ought to be adopted—recommendations 
| which he thought the events of that year 
had proved to be correct. Judging from 
some of the speeches, it might be thought 
that nothing had been done in regard to 
irrigation in India, but a great deal had 
been done before 1877, and a great deal 
had been done since 1877. The major 
canals and great works since 1877 had 
received an extension of 14,000 miles, 
and an increase of 3} million of acres 
in the area of irrigation, at an 
expense of 130 million of rupees, and 
the minor canals had received a corre- 
sponding extension at a cost of 30 millions. 
| Scarcely less remarkable was the enor- 
mous development in that time of well 
irrigation ; wherever there was water and 
wells could be dug, wells had been dug. 
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But it must be remembered that only 
one-eleventh of the whole area of India 
was available for well irrigation. It must 
also be remembered that if there was 
to be development in the way of 
canals the water supply from the river 
must be tapped at a point where it was 
sufficient, and it must not be taken at 
a point where it would create a swamp, 
or else they would have malaria instead 
of famine. Irrigation had, on the whole, 
been an advantageous investment for the 
Indian Government. The point now was 
not the desirability of irrigation, but 
whether the Government had not reached 
a point when they should proceed by 
degrees. If the Secretary for India was 
satisfied on the subject he was sure he 


would give all the help he could. At | 


present the irrigated area of India was 
capable of feeding 120,000,000 of the 
people. Therefore one-half of the popu- 
lation of India was provided for; and 
these works had been carried out by the 
much-abused Government of India since 
1877. On the subject of railways he 
entirely sympathised with the views of 
the Secretary for India with regard to 
railway stations. In 1877 the country 
was mapped out into areas of food supply 
with a railway provision for each block ; 
and, according to the calculation of the 
Government of India, a line 300 miles 
long, serving a tract 25 miles broad on 
either side, could protect from famine an 
area of 15,000 miles, and they drew up 
a scheme for 20,000 miles of railway, Of 
this total 9,000 miles were already 
made, and the mileage constructed 
between 1877 and April 1896 was 
11,409. One half of this was speci- 
fically recommended by the Famine 
Commission. There were now in India 
two great protections against famine— 
increased irrigation and improved railway 
communication. As to the administrative 
mechanism by which the Government 
brought to bear all its resources to deal 


with famine, it had been justly remarked | 


in the Press that the famine code con- 
structed by the Commission of 1877 was 
scarcely less perfect than the code on 
board a P. and O. steamer in case of an 
outbreak of fire. One of the things hon. 
Members should consider who advocated 
interference with the existing land tenure 
of India was that the Government was 
the great landlord in India, and in the 
present Estimates it would be found that 


Sir Henry Fowler. 
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the Secretary for India had had to make 
large deductions for allowances the Gov- 
ernment had made to their tenants for 
rent which would never be collected or 
paid. The Government had, moreover, 
made large advances to enable irriga- 
tion works to be carried out. Respecting 
the remarks of the hon. Member for Flint- 
shire, no one would minimise the suffering 
that prevailed in India. Suffering was 
inseparable from famine, but the recent 
suffering was a very small part of 
the suffering that existed in 1877, or that 
would have existed if the protective works 
had not been constructed. As he under- 
stood the Secretary for India, there was 
a subsistence allowance to every man, 
woman, and child who went on the relief 
works. Could our own poor relief do more 
than that? When we had a Government 
grappling in this way with a great diffi- 
culty, they deserved, not adverse criti- 
cism, but all the help that could be 
given to them. [Ministerial cheers.| 
The hon. Member for Donegal, referring 
to the Famine Relief Fund, informed the 
House that large sums of money had 
been diverted from the purposes of the 
relief of famine, and that the Indian 
Government were not in possession of 
the funds they ought to be in order to 
ineet the famine emergency. If the hon. 
| Member had read the statement of the 
| noble Lord opposite he would see that in 
| the 17 years in which the famine fund 
had been in existence £24,215,000 had 
| been raised for the purposes of that fund, 
appropriated out of revenue; that 
£6,000,000 had been given away in 
relief ; that £13,000,000 had been spent 
on protective works—which he thought 
were an admirable famine insurance fund 
—and last of all that the balance of 
between five and six millions had been 
applied in payment of debt. There- 
fore, at the present moment the Govern- 
| ment of India had paid off debt, out of 
this famine fund, of nearly £6,000,000. 
[“ Hear, hear!”] That meant that they 
might go into the market to-morrow 
} and borrow £6,000,000 which might be 
| necessary to make up any deficit of the 
last ‘two years, and yet the financial 
position of India would not be one whit 
the worse than it otherwise would have 
been. [Cheers.| It would have been a 
| silly financial operation to have accu- 
| mulated £6,000,000 in gold and kept it 
locked up in Calcutta or Bombay, but 
\ 
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what the Government did was to pay off 
debt with it, which was then carrying 4 
and 44 per cent. interest, get rid of that 
interest and charge, and now, if they 
wanted it, they could borrow that 
nmount at 24 per cent. interest. [Cheers. | 
He was glad to see the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer present, as he wished to 
allude to a question—namely, that 
of an Imperial contribution to the 
revenue of India out of the Imperial 
funds in connection with this great 
calamity. His hon. Friend behind him 
had pointed out what they all knew— 
the great wealth of this country and the 
poverty of India. Ife was not at present 
going to trouble the House with any 
argunents of his own, as he was quite 
sure they were familiar to the minds 
of the Chancellor of the Exchequer and 
his colleagues; but he wanted to call 
the attention of the House to the speech 
of one of the greatest landowners in 
India, a most loyal and distinguished 
subject of the Queen, the Maharajah of 
Darbhanga, than whom no one could 
speak with greater authority on a ques- 
tion like this in the Indian Government. 
He said :— 


“Our financial prospect being what it is, 
and the imposition of further taxes being im- 
possible, I think we may appeal witn some 
confidence for a subsidy from the Home Gov- 
ernment. I make this appeal not only as a 
matter of favour, but also as an act of justice.” 


The Maharajah proceeded to argue the 
question now under the consideration of 
a Royal Commission with reference to 
the military expenditure of India, and 
he also referred to the controversy, 
happily over, which related to the 
charges for the Indian troops last year. 
Having disposed of these questions, he 
use1 these words :— 


“So long the burden has been exclusively 
borne by the Indian taxpayer. In the time of 
his need he may, therefore, fairly appeal to the 
Home Government for a subsidy, and I am 
sure he will not appeal in vain to the generous 
English nation; for his demand is based on 
considerations of justice and equity. For Eng- 
land in the past he has made at least some 
pecuniary sacrifices, and to the English Gov- 


ernment he may appeal for help in a time of | 


pestilence and famine. I trust your lordship’s 
Government will see their way to press this 
view of the matter upon the attention of Her 
Majestv’s Ministers in England. The whole of 
India feels deeply grateful for the magnificent 
way in which the people of England have 
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unanimously come forward to afford relief to 
the famine stricken peasantry of this country 
in a year like this. What [ now request is 
that the English Government should supple- 
ment the good work that has been nerformed 
by the generous English public. Any conces- 
sion of this sort, in a year like this, will, I feel 
sure, not only be regarded with feelings of 
the deepest gratitude by the thinking portion 
of the Indian public, but, what is more, it 
must go a long way to bind down the two 
nations in closer bonds of union and love.” 


[Cheers.| Those were the sentiments of 
one of the most distinguished subjects 
of the Queen in India, and one whose 
words, he believed, would have weight 
with the Government. [Cheers.] With 
reference to the plague, he thought the 
Government were quite right to stamp it 
out at all costs. No risks that they could 
run could outweigh the terrible danger 
which would have accrued to India—to 
her commerce and to her prosperity—- 
if that plague had been allowed to go 
on unchecked. [Cheers.| There had 
been a controversy as to what Lord 
Sandhurst called “ridiculous, ruth- 
less, and heartless charges.” He knew 
Lord Sandhurst well enough to say he 
would not believe such charges until they 
were proved up to the hilt and by evi- 
dence beyond dispute. [Cheers.] He 
would not take hearsay slander against 
Lord Sandhurst or the Governinent of 
India. [Cheers.] The whole case broke 
down, and by a concurrence of testi- 
money which was conclusive, it had 
been shown that there had been the 
greatest consideration and the greatest 
delicacy manifested by the whole of the 
officials ; that they had the assistance of 
ladies, of medical men, of English offi- 
cers, and of English soldiers. [Cheers.] 
He had no sympathy with those slighting 
remarks which had been made on the 
English soldiers, and he did not under- 
stand, coming from some Gentlemen 
who were specially representative, as he 
was himself, of the working man, why 
these slights should be cast upon them, 
because the English soldier was the 
English working man, and his experience 
of the English working man was that 


he was not in the habit of in- 
sulting women in the —mamnuer 
which had been suggested. [Cheers.] 


He rejoiced that Lord Sandhurst had 
completely vindicated himself, as_ his 
friends knew he would, and with a 
courage worthy of himself and of his 
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in the service of the Government of 
India, had taken the whole of the respon- 
sibility upon his own shoulders, not 
leaving it to his subordinates. [“ Hear, 
hear!”] He rejoiced that in a crisis of 
this sort Lord Sandhurst, with his great 
knowledge of hospital work in London, 
had been at the head of the Government 
of Bombay and—this was a test of his 
work—had stamped out the plague in 
Poona. [Cheers.] There was at an 
earlier period of the evening an Amend- 
ment, now disposed of, raising the ques- 
tion of the introduction of the British 
Constitution into India. [Zaughter.] 
He would only make one remark on this 
extraordinary proposal, and it would be 
rather a paradoxical observation. There 
was no such place as India. India was a 
geographical term to describe the gather- 
ing together, the tying together, under 
British rule of a vast variety of countries. 
There was greater difference between the 
countries which formed the Indian Em- 
ire than between the different countries 
of Europe. [‘‘ Hear, hear!”] <A distin- 
guished author on this subject had said 
“that Scotland was more like Spain than 


Bengal was like the Punjab.” [“ Hear, 
hear!" In India we have 50 dif- 


ferent languages-—[“ hear, hear " |—every 
—— of race—[“ hear, hear!” ]—con- 

nding religions, every element of 
ak collision, long-standing racial pre- 
judices, and the bitterness ‘of religious 
feuds, and into the midst of these 
elements the British Constitution was to 
be introduced. [Zaughter.] The conse- 
quences of attempting to bring into India 
a representative body similar to the 
House of Commons would be anarchy, 
civil war, the abrogation of British rule, 


and the return to military despotism. | 


[“Hear, hear!”] No; the story of 
India was one this country need not be 
ashamed of. A great deal of fault might 
be found with the Government cf India, 
but the story of he Government of India 
by Great Britain was one of the most 
wondrous stories in all our history. 
[Cheers. | 
it in the 
countries. 
made ; 
of people by human agency without great 
mistakes. Call them if you like great 
blunders, but the British Government had | 
taught India and taught Asia what 


history of our own or other 
Of course, mistakes had been 


Sir Henry Fowler. 


There was no parallel to| 


you cannot govern 300 millions | 
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father, one of the most distinguished men 


was not known there before—impartial 
justice and the equality of all creeds 
and classes before the law. [Cheers.] 
It had protected the Indian people, 
and the people knew that their 
lives and property were safe. As an 
Englishman he was prouder of what 
this country had done in India than what 
had been done at home. There was no 
dishonour to us in our rule in India, 
and he trusted that the Government of 
India, supported by the House as he 
knew it was, supported by the people of 
this country as he knew it was, would 
go on improving and doing more and 
more for the people of India. [Cheers.] 
If his hon. Friend would read the history 
of the progress of India, he would find a 
great many of his illusions vanish, and 
he would recognise what the British Gov- 
ernment had done for the people of 
India, and in this year, this terrible year 
of famine, plague, and earthquake, he 
would learn that by machinery devised by 
English statesmen and carried out by 
English civil and military officers, work 
had been done of which England has 
every reason to be proud. [Cheers.] He 
could not allow the Session to close with 
a Debate such as this without uttering 
;some words of encouragement to our 
| Indian officers, and without a word of 
protest against expressions of doubt, de- 
pression, and disamy. We had had diffi- 
| culties to contend with, and we had met 
| them with courage, teaching the Indian 
people how to surmount such difficulties, 
and though a year of supreme disaster 
had been this Jubilee for India, yet he 
hoped it would leave a story of which 
England and India might both be proud. 
[| Cheers. } 





Mr. JAMES STUART (Shoreditch, 
Hoxton) said the brief remarks with 


which he would trouble the House at this 
late hour would be in the nature of a 
reply to the hon. Member on the other 
| side of the House, who very erroneously 
anticipated the character of the speech 
he was about to make. In the first place, 
the hon. Member fetl into the mistake— 
/a common mistake—in respect to what 
|the Indian Government had done. When 
the Secretary of State sent his Dispatch 
| to India, it would be remembered he 
|requested regulations to be made for 
| bringing the special diseases referred to 
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under the same regulations as ee 
diseases, and he laid down certain restric- 
tions which he was insistent, and rightly 
and honourably so, that the Indian Gov- 
ernment should cbey. He, for one, ab- 
stained from bringing this subject for- 
ward in the House at that time because 
his belief that the restrictions would dis- 
appear was a matter of suspicion. He 
believed it because precisely the same | 
order, accompanied by precisely the same 
restrictions, had been given by Lord 
Cross eight years ago. It would be ob- | 
served that in the correspondence laid 
on the Table of the House the Govern- 
ment of India said it was their intention 
to repeal the Cantonment Act of 1895, 
but there was no statement and no} 
quotation given as to what that Canton- 
ment Act provided. When that state- 
ment was made, even the best-informed 
organs of public opinion in this country 
made a mistake as to what that Act con- 
tained. He would quote only one, The 
Lancet, which said,— 


East India Revenue 


“ A Bill has been introduced into the Viceregal 
Legislative Council repealing the Cantonment 
Acts of 1895, and untying the hands of the 
Indian Government by giving it the same 
powers in respect of venereal disease that it has 
in the case of other infectious and contagious 
disorders.” 


The Times, in a leading article, went 
further, and said that the action of the 
Indian Government was simply empower- 
ing the bringing of persons affected with 
the disesse under the same regulations 
as persons affected with cholera, small- 
pox, etc. Had that been the only effect 
of repealing the Act, he should not have 
brought the question forward at the pre- 
sent time. That Act was a very short 
It consisted of one clause, and that 
clause of three lines. 
Act,— 


one, 


Here was the whole 


“Provided that no such rule shall contain 
any regulation enjoining or permitting any 
compulsory or periodical examination of any 
woman by medical officers or others for the | 
purpose of ascertaining whether she is or is 
not suffering from any venereal disease or is | 
o> is not fit for prostitution, or any regula- 
tion for the licensing or special registration of 
prostitutes, or giving legal sanction to the 
practice of prostitution in any cantonment.” 


| Punjab command. 


That Act did not hinder the treatment of | 
venereal disease similar to any other 


‘ 
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/ than that which is, or should be, 


It simply prohibited the prac- 
the Secretary of State 


disease. 
tice which 


/ordered should not be carried out. 
|Here was what the Secretary of State 


said in his Dispatch :— 


“There must be nothing which can be repre- 
sented as an encouragement to vice; there 
must be no registration of prostitutes other 
enforced for 
all the inhabitants of the cantonment; no 
granting of licences to practise prostitution, 
and there must be no compulsory and periodical 
examination of women.” 


He wanted to know whether the Govern- 
ment, who were responsible to this House 
for the action of the Indian Government, 
approved or disapproved of the repeal of 
the Act? If they disapproved they were 
bound to prevent its repeal; if they ap- 
proved, what became of the restrictions? 
Did the Government or did they not ap- 
prove or disapprove of the action which 
he had stated? He did not want to 
bring forward any moral argument; he 
wished to appeal to plain matter of fact. 
The hon. Gentleman opposite argued in 
favour of the practical re-establishment 
of the same system which had been so 
utterly and hopelessly a failure. He 
spoke of the increase of disease in the 
Indian Army since 1873 until now. 
There had been a great increase, but it 
took place while the regulations it was 
proposed to re-establish existed just as 
much as since the regulations had been 
taken away. It had not been stated, more- 
over, with reference to the increase before 
their repeal, and during their existence, 
and also since the repeal of the regula- 
tions that in the home Army disease had 
largely diminished. If they looked 
through the various stations in Tndia 
also, and the various regiments in India, 
they would find as between station and 
station, whether the regulation existed or 
not, and between regiment and regiment, 
> far greater differences than 
In 
one station there was frequently, whether 
regulation not, three or four times 
the amount of disease that there was in 
another station, There was, for ex- 
ample, 50 per cent. more disease in the 
Bengal command than there was in the 
One of the reasons 
why he objected to the re-imposition of 
these regulations was that they had failed 


there wer 
existed ie the regulation system 


or 
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—as the Army Sanitary Commission had 
for twenty years repeatedly shown-—to 
accomplish the end they were designed to 
accomplish. The extraordinary differ- 
ence between station and station and 
between regiment and regiment to which 
he had referred, gave the key partly to 
the position and character of the propo- 
sals which he and others had already laid 
before the Secretary of State. No one 
recognised more than they the virtue of 
medical treatment. But they said that 
to effectually deal with this matter it 
was necessary to strike at the vice which 
caused the disease ; they must amend the 
scandalous environment into which, to 
their disgrace, they had plunged young 
soldiers in India, and that environment 
was intensified in its present unfortunate 
position by the existence of such regula- 
tion as had been re-imposed 





in saying 
which he said no more than had been re- 
ported for many years by the Army Sauni- 
tary Commission. His object had been a 
simple one—to make this one point 
clear ; that the Indian Government had 
that there had 
arisen anew situation, a situation created 
by—though he believed it was not in- 
tended or contemplated in—the Secre- 
tary of State’s Dispatch ; and that the 
repeal in India of the Act of 1895 was a 
warning to those in this country who 


made a giant stride; 


desired to prevent a repetition of the 
abuses which shocked the whole nation in 
1888, and to those who regarded the pro- 
visions which were prevented by the Act 
of 1895 as profoundly immoral, and their 
enforcement as a huge national mistake. 
[“ Hear, hear! ”’] 

*Lorp GEORGE HAMILTON said he 
had no right to speak except by the 
leave of the House, but as the hon. Gen- 
tieman had made a personal appeal to 
him in reference to the action of the 
Indian Government, the House would 
perhaps allow him to answer the hon. 
Gentleman. [“ Hear, hear!”] He could 
do so in two or three minutes. He did 


not propose to go into every matter 
raised by the hon. Gentleman. 
Mr, J. Stuart, 


Whether 
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or not the Government were wise in en- 
deavouring to take measures in order to 
stop the terrible growth of this disease, 
he was quite content that their action 
should be challenged, and condemned if 
they did not bring conclusive evidence to 
justify it. But he adhered to everything 
in his Dispatch. He thought the hon. 
Gentleman and his friends had not accu- 
rately grasped what the intention of the 
Indian Government was in repealing the 
Act of 1895. That Act was passed after 
the home authorities had declined to 
allow the Indian Government to treat 
venereal disease as a contagious disease. 
Since then, however, it had been decided 
toapply toitall such regulationsas wereap- 
plicable to contagious diseases ; therefore 
the House could understand that an Act 
which was passed to carry out one state 
of things was not applicable to exactly 
thereversestate of things. Whilepreparing 
the Dispatch which he wrote to the 
Indian Government, it was not clear to 
him that the phraseology of the Act of 
1895 was such as to prevent the regula- 
tions that But the 
Indian Government in their reply showed 
that if the Act was not repealed the 
medical officers would not be able to 
carry out the regulations they had 
submitted for approval. Those regu- 
lations were entirely in accord with his 
Dispatch, and did not go an inch beyon] 
it, and as the Indian Government wished 


were proposed. 


to repeal the Act, he gave his consent. 
But if the hon. Gentleman thought they 
were going to take any action that was 
inconsistent with the Dispatch, he was in 
error. All they wanted was to give 
the regulations fair play by removing 
from the Indian Statute Book 
enactment which did not allow of the 
proper and _ effectual operation of 
these new regulations. [‘‘ Hear, hear! ”| 

Mr. HERBERT ROBERTS (Denbigh- 
shire, W.), had given notice of his inten- 
tion to move :— 


an 


“That, in the opinion of this House, it is 
desirable that in future no Indian prince or 
chief shall be deposed on the ground of malad- 
ministration or misconduct until the fact of 
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such maladministration or misconduct shall 
have been established to the satisfaction of a 
public tribunal which shall command the confi- 
dence alike of the Government and of the 
princes and chiefs of India.” 


East India Revenue 


He said he would not attempt to deal 
with the subject at such an hour. But 
he was sure that the establishment of 
some such court was really needed. If 
such an independent tribunal were set 
up, it would result not in a loss, but in 
a gain to the moral power of the British 
Government. 

Mr. R. J. PRICE (Norfolk, E.), who 
had a Notice on the Paper to move, 


“That, in the opinion of this House, the 
present famine has shown that there is a ne- 
cessity for further means of transport in India, 
and that special attention should be given to 
the subject of irrigation and to the construc- 
tion of waterways in suitable districts,” 


said that the battering which he had 
endured from his right hon. Friend the 
Member for East Wolverhampton and 
from the Secretary of State for India had 
been meted out under a misapprehension. 
The Motion of which he had given notice 
was drawn in accordance with a memorial 
to the noble Lord in favour of increased 
irrigation, and signed by hon. Members 
on both sides of the Neither 
memorial nor Motion implied any censure 
on the Government of India. The view 
of those who signed the memorial was 
that if the food which existed in India 
could have been carried to the famine- 
stricken districts, there would have been 
no famine. He heartily approved of the 
system of railways so ably carried on by 
the Indian Government, but side by side 
with that system should come a system 
of irrigation. No doubt most of the more 
obvious and necessary works had already 


House. 
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The letter was written in January, and 
without any idea of this Debate :— 


“The Kharif (autumn) season of 1896 has 
been one of extreme pressure on the Sone 
Canals. The average rainfall from August to 
October is 23 inches, but in 1896 it was only 
11 inches in the area commanded by the Sone 
Canals. From July 21st to August 21st showers 
scarce—quite useless for the busiest transplant- 
ing time. It was only in the irrigated tracts 
that any transplanting till after August 21st 
could be carried on. The Kharif crops are 
sown in July and August. From Julv 2lst to 
August 31st demand from the Sone Canals was 
very great. Area actually irrigated in the past 
Kharf season, 312,000 acres, exceeding the 
previous maximum by 32,000 acres. The rice 
crop, worth 30 to 40 rupees per acre in ordi- 
nary years, is this year (1896) worth more 
than 50 rupees. Crop saved by the Sone 
Canals is worth some 150 lakhs of runees to 
the ryots, and probably more. The entire cost 
of constructing the Sone Canals was 270 lakhs 
of rupees. Pressure of Kharif season is past. 
Now the demand is for the rabi (winter) crop. 
In 1873—74 there was scarcity in Behar—no 
canals there. Compare 1896-97 with 1873-74, 
and see the difference the canals make. This 
year 312,000 acres of crops matured by Sone 
Canals for the Kharif season will place 60 lakhs 
of maunds of “ paddy” (unhusked rice), equal to 
40 lakhs of maunds of cleaned rice in the hands 
of the people. If there is a failure of the rabi 
crop (7rains) the Sone Canals are expected to 
mature 250,000 acres of rabi, which may add 
25 lakhs of maunds to the food supply of 
Behar. The canals will thus add 65 lakhs* of 
maunds of food for the people, and save thou: 
sands of lives before the end of March 1897. 
65 laks of maunds equals 320,000,000lbs. or 
11,428,000 quarters. One lakh equals 100,000. 
One maund equals 40 seers; one seer equals 
2 Ibs.” 


Ife and those who shared his views 
vanted to make sure that the Indian Gov- 
ernment would keep a very watchful eye 
on this important question. The Indian 
Government were doing well with the rail- 
way problem, and he hoped they were 
not neglecting the irrigation problem. 
*Mr. WEIR regretted that the con- 
sideration of Indian questions had been 
deferred until the very last hours of the 





been carried out. But his right hon. 
Friend the Member for East Wolver- 
hampton had said that in his opinion 
irrigation works ought to pay some rate 
of interest on the invested capital. Inte- 
rest was desirable, but it was not the only 
advantage resulting from irrigation 
works. They gave an increased land 
revenue, and were an insurance against 
famine. He had an important letter on 
this point from Mr. J. A. Bourdillon, Com- 
missioner of the Patna Division, Bengal. 


Session. He supported the demand of 
the hon. Member for Banffshire for a 
village inquiry into the causes which 
blight the industry of the cultivators. 
That was a fair and reasonable request. 
It would be a very simple inquiry end a 
very inexpensive one, for it would be 
made not by the high officials of 











* This yield equals balf the quantity imported by 
Government in 1873-74, which was known to be too 
much for the nee | of the time, 
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India, but in the villages among the 


people. 
rents of the cultivators had been raised 
five, six, and even ten times. What class 
of people could stand that? Rack renting 
had been tried in Ireland and in the 
Highlands of Scotland, with the result 
that the Government had to bring in 
measures to stop it. Why did not the 
Government adopt similar measures in 
regard to India? Instead of that, the 
Government in India collected taxes and 
rents from the cultivators at the time 
they were least able to meet those de- 
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| Total Revenue of India for the year end- 
ing the 3lst day of March 1896 was 
Rx.98,370,167 ; that the Total Expendi- 
ture in India and in England charged 
against the Revenue was Rx.96,836,169 ; 
that there was a Surplus of Revenue over 
Expenditure of Rx.1,533,998 ; and that 
the Capital Outlay on Railways and Irri- 
gation Works was Rx.4,087,194.—(Lord 
George Hamilton.) 





Resolution to be reported. 


mands—-viz., just before the harvest was | 


gathered in. That 
system. 
unfortunate ryot got into the grip of the 
money-lenders— 

*Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order! The 
hon. Member is merely repeating the argu- 
ments and phrases which have already 
been used by the hon. Member for 
Banffshire. That is irregular. 

*Mr. WEIR said he desired to call 
attention to the importance of irri- 
gation. 


It had been brought forward by several 
Members of the House that night, and 
it could not be pressed home too closely. 


was a monstrous | 
The result of it was that the | 


This was a question of very | 
serious importance to the people of India. | 


SUBMARINE TELEGRAPH CONTRACT 
(BERMUDA AND JAMAICA). 


Mr. HANBURY moved that the con- 
| tract dated August 2, 1897, entered into 
with the Halifax and Bermudas Cable 
Company for the construction, laying, 
|} and maintenance of a submarine cable 
between Bermuda and Jamaica be 
approved. 

Mr. R. G. WEBSTER (St. Pancras, E.) 
|complained that there was not direct 
communication with Jamaica. When he 
was in the West Indies he found that cor- 
respondence had to pass through the 
United States and the Central States of 
| America. 


He would ask the Government whether | 


in this Jubilee year, they would not con- | 


Resolution agreed to. 


sider whether they could place at the | 


disposal of the Government of India such 
a sum as would enable the Government 


of India to carry out works which would | 


prevent these famines. 


| 
*Mr. SPEAKER drew the attertion of | 


SALE OF FOOD AND DRUGS BILL. 


Order for Second Reading read, and 


| discharged. Bill withdrawn. 


the House to the continued repetition of | 
his own arguments and of those of other | 
Members by Mr. Weir, Member for Ross 
and Cromarty, and directed him to dis- | 


continue his speech. 
Main Question put, and agreed to. 
Considered in Committee. 
Resolved, That it appears, by the 


Accounts laid before this House, that the 
Mr. Weir. 


| Whereupon, in pursuance of the Order 
_ of the House of the 15th day of July last, 
| Mr. Speaker adjourned the House without 
| Question put. 


House Adjourned at Ten Minutes 
before One o’Clock. 


| 
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Commission. 
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AOUSE OF LORDS. 


Friday, 6th August 1897. 





House met at 11 a.m. 





Uember. 


JUDICIAL BUSINESS. 

Ordered, That this House do meet on 
Thursday the 11th day of November next, 
at Eleven o’clock, for the purpose of 
hearing and determining Appeals and 
matters connected therewith, pursuant 
to the provisions of the Appellate J uris- 
diction Act 1876 and that during 
such meeting of the House leave be given 
to the Appeal Committee to meet. 


CONSOLIDATED FUND 
(APPROPRIATION) BILL. 


Brcught from the Commons and Read 


es Then (Standing Order No. XXXIX. 


Committee negatived ; 
passed. 


Bill Read 33, 


House adjourned during pleasure. 


House resumed. 


COMMISSION. 
Assent :— 


Alexandra and Newport (South Wales) 
Docks and Railway. 


An Asterisk (*) at the commencement Of @ Speech tndicates revision by the 


Baldock and Bygrave Benefices Union. | 

Belfast Water. 

Birmingham Churches. 

Birmingham City Tramways. 

Bir mingham, North Warwickshire, and | 
Stratford- “upon-Av on Railway. 


Bristol Extension. 
VOL. LIT. [rovrru sertes.] 


Borrowstounness Water Provisional | 
Order. | 
Bradford Corporation Tramways and | 
Improvement. | 
j 
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having been suspended) Bill Read 2°; | 
and | 


The following Bills received the Royal | 
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Brompton and Piccadilly Circus Rail- 
way. 

Burials Joint Committee. 

Bute Docks, Cardiff. 

Callander and Oban Railway. 

Chafi-cutting Machines (Accidents). 

Cirencester Water. 

Cleansing of Persons. 

Colne Corporation. 

Colwyn Bay and Colwyn Urban Dis- 

trict Council. 

Congested Districts (Scotland). 

Consolidated Fund (Appropriation). 

Constabulary (Ireland). 

Cotton Cloth Factories. 

Coventry Electric Tramways. 

Cowes Harbour. 

Dangerous Performances. 

Deal and Walmer Water. 

Dearne Valley Railway. 

Didcot, Newbury, and Southampton 


Commission. 


| Railway. 


District Councils (Water-supply Facili- 
ties). 

Dublin United Tramways (Electrical 
Pewer). 

Dublin United Tramways (New Lines). 

Dublin, Wicklow, and Wexford Railway 
(New Rom and Waterford Extension). 

Dundee Corporation. 

Duntocher and Dalmuir Water Provi- 
sional Order. 

Rast London Water. 

East Warwickshire Water. 


“ducation Department Provisional 
| Orders Confirmation (East Barnet, etc.). 
Education Department Provisional 


| Orders Confirmation (London). 


Education (Scotland). 


Archdeaconry of London (Additional | (No. 10). 
Endowments). 


Electric Lighting Provisional Orders 
(No. 7). 

Electric Liahting Provisional Orders, 
{ (No. 8). 

Electric Lighting Provisional Orders 
| (No. 9). 

Electric Lighting Provisional Orders 

Electric Lighting Provisional Orders 
| (No. 11) 


Expiring Laws Continuance. 

Foreign Prison-made Goods. 

Fylde Water (Transfer). 

Gas Orders Confirmation (No. 1). 
Gas Orders Confirmation (No. 2). 
Glasgow Corporation Improvements. 
Glasgow and Renfrew District Railway. 
Glasgow and South-Western Railway. 
Gonne Estate. 

Gravesend and Milton Water. 


x 
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Commission} 


Great Northern and City Railway. 

Great Northern Railway (Ireland). 

Great Western Railway (Additional 
Powers). 

Great Western Railway (Bristol Lines). 

Great Yarmouth Corporation. 

Harrogate Corporation (Water Trans- 
fer). 

Harrogate Water. 

Harrow and Uxbridge Railway. 

Hastings Harbour District Railway. 

Highgate Woods Preservation. 

Highland Railway (Additional Powers). 

Hull and South Yorkshire Extension 
Railway. 

Infant Life Protection. 

Invergarry and Fort Augustus Rail- 
way. 

Isle of Man (Church Building Acts). 

King’s Lynn Corporation. 

Kingston-upon-Hull Corporation. 

Land Transfer. 

Leeds Corporation. 

Leicester Corporation. 

Licensing (Scotland) Acts Amendment. 

Lincoln and East Coast Railway and 
Dock. 

Llandudno Urban District Council. 

Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 3). 

Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 11). 

Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 12). 

Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 13). 

Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 14). 

Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 15). 

Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 16). 

Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 17). 

Local Government Provisional Orders 
(No. 18). 

Lochearnhead, St. Fillans, and Comrie 
Railway. 


London County Council (General 
Powers). 
London County Council. (Improve- 
ments). 


London County Council (Money). 

London (Green Street, Southwark) 
Provisional Order. 

London and South-Western Railway 
(Various Powers). 

Manchester Corporation. 
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Merchant Shipping (Exemptions from 
Pilotage). 

Merchant Shipping (Undermanning). 

Mersey Docks and Harbour Board. 

Metropolitan District Railway. 

Metropolitan and other Police Courts. 

Metropolitan Police (Borrowing 
Powers). 

Metropolitan Water Companies. 

Midland and Great Northern Railways 
Jcint Committea,. 

Midland Railway. 

Military Manceuvres. 

Municipal Elections (Scotland). 

Naval Works. 

New River Company. 

Newark Corporation Water. 

Newburgh and North Fife Railway. 

Newport Corporation. 

Newry Navigation. 

North-Eastern Railway. 

North London Railway. 

North Metropolitan Tramways. 

North Pembrokeshire and Fishguard 
Railway. 

Norwich Electric Tramways. 

Nottingham Corporation Water. 

Nottingham Improvement. 

Out-door Relief (Ireland). 

Paisley and Barrhead District Railway. 

Parish Councils (Scotland) (Casual 
Vacancies). 

Patent Office Extension. 

Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders 
(No. 3). 

Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders 
(No. 4). 

Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders 
(No. 6). 

Pilotage Provisional Order. 

Police (Property). 

Poor Law. 

Poor Law Officers’ 
Act (1896) Amendment. 
Post Office (Sites). 

Post Office and Telegraphs (Facilities 
and Pensions). 

Public Health (Scotland). 

Public Offices (Whitehall) Site. 

Public Works Loans. 

Pwllheli Corporation. 

Rhymney Valley Gas and Water. 

Salford Corporation. 

School Boards’ Expenses. 

Sinclair’s Divorce. 

South-Eastern Railway. 

South-Eastern Railway (Confirmation 
of Cator Agreement). 

Southwark and Vauxhall Water. 


Commission, 


Superannuation 
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Stipendiary Magistrates Jurisdiction 
(Scotland). 

St. Neot’s Water. 

Swadlincote District Gas. 

Swansea Improvements and Tram- 
ways. 

Supreme Court of Judicature (Ireland). 

Taff Vale Railway. 

Tramways Orders Confirmation (No. 1). 

Tramways Orders Confirmation (No. 2). 

Tramways Orders Confirmation (No. 3). 

Tyne Improvement. 

Tynemouth Corporation (Water). 

Thames Subway (Greenwich to Mill- 
wall). 

tuxford and District Gas. 

Vale of Rheidol Light Railway. 

Vanston’s Divorce. 

Volunteers. 

Water Orders Confirmation. 

Watford, Edgware, and London Rail- 
way. — 

Weights and Measures (Metric System). 

Weston-super-Mare Grand Pier. 

Weston-super-Mare Tramways. 

Weymouth Water. 

Whitechapel and Bow Railway. 

Wicklow Harbour (Advances). 

Woodhouse and Conisbrough Railway. 

Workmen (Compensation for Acci- 
dents). 

Yorkshire Coroners. 

Yorkshire Dales Railway (Skipton to 
Grassington). 


Queen's 


The Lords’ Commissioners were the 
Lorp CuHanceLtor (Lord Hatssury), the 
Duke of Norrotk (Postmaster General), 
Viscount Cross (Lord Privy Seal), and 
Lord Asnpourne (Lord Chancellor of 
Treland). 


House adjourned at half-past Eleven 
o’Clock. 


House resumed at half-past Two p.m. 


Tue LORD CHANCELLOR stated that 
Her Majesty the Queen, not finding it 
convenient to be present, had appointed 
a Commission for the prorogation of Par- 
liament. 


The Reading Clerk having read the 
Royal Commission, 


Tue LORD CHANCELLOR announced 
that Her Majesty had given her Royal 
Assent to the Bills named on page 505. 
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QUEEN’S SPEECH. 


Tut LORD CHANCELLOR: We are 
commanded to read Her Masesty’s Mosr 
Gracious Speecu in Her Majesty’s own 
words :— 


My Lorps, AnD GENTLEMEN, 


At the close of a Session during which 
there has been disturbance and conflict 
in Europe, I am glad to be able to inform 
you that the cordiality of my relations 
with Foreign Powers remains unchanged. 

The uuited influence of the Six Powers 
Signatories to the Treaty of Paris, was 
earnestly exerted early in the year to 
dissuade the King of Greece from the war 
upon which he unhappily desired to enter. 
Though they failed in this endeavour, 
they were able to bring about an early 
suspension of hostilities between the two 
belligerents, and to open negotiations for 
peace. These proceedings have been pro- 
tracted, and a formal Treaty has not yet 
been signed. But there is good ground 
for believing that all the more import- 
ant matters in controversy have been 
adjusted, and that, in return for an ade- 
quate indemnity, the territory conquered 
by Turkey will, with a slight modification 
of frontier, be restored to Greece. 

I have given notice to the King of the 
Belgians and the German Emperor to 
terminate the Treaties of Commerce of 
1862 and 1865, by which I am prevented 
from making with my Colonies such fiscal 
arrangements within my Empire as seem 
to me expedient. 

In consequence of the infraction by the 
Chinese Government of certain stipula- 
tions of the Convention of 1894, a fresh 
Convention has been concluded, estab- 
lishing a frontier between Burmah and 
China more advantageous to my Empire, 
and opening the West River in China to 
European commerce. 

I have concluded a Treaty of Commerce 
and Friendship with Menelik, the Em- 
peror of Abyssinia. 

The presence of the Representatives 
of the Colonies and of the Indian Empire 
at the ceremonies held in celebration of 
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Prorogation of 


the sixtieth year of my reign has contri- 
buted to strengthen the bond of union 
between all parts of my Empire, and an 
additional proof of the attachment of the 
Colonies to the Mother Country has been 
furnished by the fiscal legislation of 
Canada, and by the contribution which 
the Cape Colony, following the example 
of Australasia, has offered to our naval 
defence. 

The famine which, to my profound 
grief, has prevailed throughout large 
portions of my Indian dominions since 
the autumn of last year has taxed severely 
the resources of that country. I gladly 
acknowledge the energy and self-sacrifice 


{LORDS} 
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| Dover and Gibraltar, and for strengthen- 
ing the military defences of the Empire. 
‘I anticipate that the facilities you 
have given for the practice of military 
manceuvres will conduce to the greater 
efficiency of the army. The assistance 
which your legislation has given to the 
support of necessitous schools will secure 
an adequate provision for education in 


Parliament. 


| the localities where it is most required, 


of my officers of all ranks, both Europeans | 


and natives, and of many private persons, 
who, with untiring zeal, and with an 
anxious desire to avoid offence to native 
feeling, have laboured to save life and 
to relieve suffering. An appeal to the 
sympathy of my subjects in all parts of 
my Empire has been responded to in a 
most generous manner ; and I rejoice to 
learn that, owing to a satisfactory rain- 
fall, there is now every prospect that the 
area of distress will be very greatly 
diminished. 

The Plague, which caused a large 
number of deaths in certain districts in 


India during the earlier part of the year, | 


has now almost disappeared. This im- 
provement is mainly due to the energetic 
and judicious steps which were taken by 
the Local Governments to prevent it 
from spreading. Every precaution will 
be adopted in view of the possibility of 
its recurrence, but at present there is a 
steady decrease both in its prevalence 
and in its fatal effects. 


GENTLEMEN OF THE House or Commons, 

I am grateful to you for the liberal 
provision to which you have assented for 
increasing the maritime forces of my 
Empire. 


My Lorps, anp GENTLEMEN, 

It has given me great pleasure to 
sanction the arrangements you have made 
for enlarging the important harbours of 


and will, I trust, close for some time a 
difficult and anxious controversy. The 
Measure which you have passed for the 
compensation of workmen who are in- 
jured by accidents in the course of their 
employment will confer great benefits on 
a large section of the population. 

I recognise with satisfaction the steps 
you have taken to facilitate the transfer 
of land, to protect the interests of the 
consumers of water in the metropolis, to 
relieve distress in the congested districts 
of Scotland, and to reform the law of 
public health in that country. 

I am rejoiced that you have been able 
to provide a more efficient and economical 
system for the judicial institutions of 
Ireland. 

I pray that the fruit of your labours 
may be assured by the protection and 
blessing of Almighty God. 


PROROGATION OF PARLIAMENT. 
Then a Commission for proroguing the 
Parliament was read. 


After which the LORD CHANCELLOR 
said : 


My Lorps, anp GENTLEMEN, 


By virtue of Her Majesty’s Commission, 
under the Great Seal, to us and other 
Lords directed, and now read, we do, in 
Her Majesty’s Name, and in obedience 
to Her Commands, prorogue this Parlia- 


ment to Saturday the 23rd day of October 


next, to be then here holden ; and this 
Parliament is accordingly prorogued to 
Saturday the 23rd day of October next. 
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HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


Friday, 6th August 1897. 


House met at 10 a.m. 





QUESTIONS. 


———_ 


MILITIA COMMAND 
(LORD CASTLEROSS). 


Mason RASCH (Essex, 8.E.): I beg 
to ask the Under Secretary of State for 


War on what grounds Lord Castleross | 


has been brought into the 4th Battalion 

+ *}: af 1 . > ? 
R.M. Fusiliers as Commanding Officer ; 
what was his previous Militia service, and 
the date of his resignation; and why 
the officer second in command has been 
superseded ? 


Tus UNDER SECRETARY or STATE 


ror WAR (Mr. Broprick, Surrey, Guild- | 


ford): Lord Castleross was appointed on 


the recommendation of the General Offi- | 
cer Commanding the District, the ap- | 


pointment being considered to be for the 


benefit of the battalion in every respect, | 
and on account of his Lordship’s local | 
connection with the country from which | 
the recruits for the regiment are drawn. | 


Lord Castleross served for six years in 
the Bucks and Worcester battalions of 
Militia, and resigned in 1886. The 
General Officer Commanding did not 
recommend the officer second in com- 
mand for the appointment. 


IRISH MAIL SERVICE. 

Mr. M. McCARTAN (Down, §.): I beg 
to ask the Chief Secretary to the Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland whether he is 
aware that considerably the shortest way 
from Belfast and north of Ireland to 
London is by Killough, county Down, 
and Holyhead ; that there is now a good 
railway service between Belfast and Kil- 
lough, and that if a good harbour were 
made at Killough a saving of some hours 
each day could be made in the transmis- 
sion of mails; and if he will make in- 
quiry into the matter with the view of 
seeing if anything can be reasonably 
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Kassala. 


done to facilitate the carrying of mails 
and passengers, and to reduce the cost 
thereof between the north of Ireland and 
England? 

Tue CHIEF SECRETARY ror IRE- 
LAND (Mr. Gzratp Batrovr, Leeds, 
Central): This Question seems to be 
mainly one for the Postmaster General. 
I have made inquiry as to the harbour 
at Killough, and am informed that it is 
a small, private harbour, dry at low 
water, and only to be entered by large 
fishing boats at high water. This would 
not afford much promise that the scheme 
suggested in the Question could be 
carried out without an inordinate ex- 
| penditure of money. 
| Mr. J. J. CLANCY (Dublin Co., N.): 
| I beg to ask the Secretary to the Trea- 
sury, as representing the Postmaster 
General, will he explain why parcels 
posted in London at 4 p.m., and arriving 
|in Dublin at 7 a.m. the following morn- 
ing, are kept in the Parcels Office in 
| Dublin for 11 hours after arrival, and 
}are not delivered in, say, Balbriggan 
(which is less than 20 miles distant from 
Dublin) till after the lapse of 10 or 12 
‘hours more; also why a parcel for Bal- 
briggan, or any place between Drogheda 
and Dublin, posted in Belfast at night, 
and which actually passes Balbriggan at 
4.30 in the morning, is brought on to 
Dublin, and is not delivered at its des- 
tination till late in the evening; and 
why, under the present arrangements, 
letters must be posted in Dublin before 
3.35 p.m. to be delivered in Balbriggan 
or at any other place between Dublin and 
Drogheda, that same evening, whereas 
under the old arrangements the latest 
time was 10 minutes to 7; and whether 
steps will be taken to remove the public 
inconvenience caused by these arrange- 
ments? 

*THe SECRETARY vo rue TREA- 
SURY (Mr. R. W. Hansvry, Preston) : 
As the hon. Member has given me no 
notice of this Question, which only ap- 
peared on this morning’s Paper, I can- 
not, of course, answer it. 








KASSALA. 

Sir CHARLES DILKE (Gloucester, 
Forest of Dean): I beg to ask the Under 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs if 
it is intended to take over Kassala in the 
course of the Recess? 
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Tue UNDER SECRETARY or STATE 
ror FOREIGN AFFAIRS (Mr. G. Curzon, 
Lancashire, Southport): The question 
of the future arrangements as regards 
Kassala is under consideration, but 


events are not sufficiently advanced to | 


allow of any statement being made. 


AFFORESTATION OF CROWN LANDS 
(NORTH WALES). 

Mr. HERBERT ROBERTS (Denbigh- 
shire, W.): I beg to ask the Secretary 
to the Treasury whether he can give the 
House any information as to the steps 
taken during the past year by the Com- 
missioners of Woods and Forests with 
regard to the afforestation of Crown 
lands in North Wales? 


*Mr. HANBURY : No further steps | 


have been taken during the past year with 
regard to the afforestation of Crown lands 
in North Wales for the reasons stated in 
the Report of the Commissioners of 
Woods for 1896 (page 8). 
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Wales in the collection of the Agricul- 
tural Returns. Indeed, the percentage 
of cases in which no Returns are made 
is smaller in Wales than in any other 
part of Great Britain. In those circum- 
stances, I do not see my way to propose 
any change in the direction indicated by 
the hon. Member. 


LOUGH ERNE DRAINAGE DISTRICT. 

Mr. P. C. DOOGAN (Tyrone, E.): I 
beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland if he is aware 


| that the tenant farmers of the Lough 


Erne drainage district have no repre- 


/sentation on the local board of manage- 


But the Com- 


missioner in charge of the Crown lands | 


in Wales is in correspondence with an 
owner of land and of common rights over 
a Crown waste in Merioneth, with a view 
to making some arrangement, if prac- 
ticable, for planting a part of the waste 
lands there. 


AGRICULTURAL RETURNS (WALES). 
Mr. HERBERT ROBERTS: I beg to 


ithe Drainage Board. 


ment ; and in view of the fact that they 
pay such a large proportion of the 
drainage and maintenance rates, whether 
he will take steps to have this anomaly 
remedied ? 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: The Lough 
Erne Drainage District having been 
formed before the Drainage Act of 1892, 
the tenants have no representation on 
The whole charge 
both of interest and sinking fund on the 


capital account, and also of maintenance 


is borne by the landowners. It is, there- 
fore, incorrect to say that a large pro- 


| portion of the drainage and maintenance 


/rates is borne by tenant farmers. 


This 


is only true of tenant farmers who have 


| purchased their holdings, and are, there- 


ask the President of the Board of Aeri- | 


culture whether he is aware of the diffi- 
culty experienced by a large number «f 
farmers in Welsh-speaking districts in 
Wales through their having to obtain a 
translation of the forms and schedules 
sent to them by the Board of Agriculture 
relating to Agricultural Returns; and 
whether, having regard to the repre 
sentations made, he will take steps to 
remove the inconvenience complained of 
by printing the forms for the districts 
referred to in the Welsh language ? 

Tue PRESIDENT or tuz BOARD or 
AGRICULTURE (Mr. Waurer Lona, 
Liverpool, West Derby): In accordance 
with my promise to the hon. Member 
when the Estimates for last year were 
under consideration, a detailed inquiry 
was instituted into this question, the re- 
sult of which went clearly to show that 
no special difficulties have been en- 
countered by the Revenue Officers in 


fore, in the position of owners. 


ROAD CONTRACTORS (IRELAND). 

Mr. D. MACALEESE (Monaghan, 
N.): I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to 
the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland (1) 
whether the cost of prosecuting default- 
ing road contractors in Ireland is made 
a charge upon the county cess, or upon 
the defaulting contractor ; (2) in the case 
of failure to convict, by whom is the 
cost borne; and (3) can a statement be 
made of the approximate average cost of 
each case instituted? 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: Civil pro- 
ceedings in these cases are instituted by 
Grand Juries with the approval of the 
Attorney General, but there is no official 
information available that would enable 
me to reply to the last paragraph of the 
Question. Where the suit is successful 


the costs are borne by the defendant, 
where unsuccessful by the Grand Jury. 














517 * Cork 
TRESPASS CASE (CO. MONAGHAN). 
Mr. MACALEESE: I beg to ask the 

Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland if he is aware that John 
White, an evicted tenant, of Dernasell, 
County Monaghan, was committed to 
Dundalk gaol, in October last, for alleged 
trespass, and is still untried ; whether he 
will soon be brought to trial or released ; 
and is it in harmony with British law 
that a subject of the Crown should be 
kept eight months in prison without 
trial? 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: I replied 
to a similar {Question addressed to me 
by the hon. Member on the 27th ult., 
and to that reply I have nothing to add. 


LEGEELAN POST OFFICE (BLACKLION). 

Mr. J. P. FARRELL (Cavan, W.): I 
beg to ask the Secretary to the Treasury, 
as representing the Postmaster General, 
whether he can state if it has been de- 
cided to open a sub-post office at 
Legeelan, in Blacklion postal district, 
and has the memorial of Owen O’Brien 
in reference thereto been favourably con- 
sidered ? 

*Mr. HANBURY: 
General did receive a memorial asking 
for the establishment of a post office at 
the house of Owen O’Brien at Leegelan ; 
but it was found that the correspondence 
for the neighbourhood was not. suffi- 
ciently large to justify the establishment 
of an office. The Postmaster General 
has recently sanctioned arrangements for 
extending the cfficial delivery of letters 
on two days a week to Leegelan and 
neighbourhood. 


QUEEN’S COLLEGE, GALWAY. 

Mr. D. KILBRIDE (Galway, N.): I 
beg to ask the Chief Secretary to the 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland (1) whether 
his attention has been directed to the 
numbers of students attending Queen's 
College, Galway, and to the extent to 
which that college serves as an educa- 
tional endowment for Ulster students ; 
(2) whether he is aware that while nearly 
90 per cent. of Belfast Queen’s College 
students are natives of Ulster, less than 
50 per cent. of Galway Queen’s College 
students are natives of Connaught ; that 
out of 54 students in arts in Galway 30 
are Presbyterians; and (3) whether he 
will advise such alterations in the statutes 


{6 Aveust 1897} 


The Postmaster 





Post Office. 518 


of Queen’s College, Galway, as will enable 
the Roman Catholic students of Con- 
naught to have a share in the advantages 
and endowment of that college without 
incurring the censure of their church? 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: I have not 
been able, in the short time since this 
Question was placed on the Paper, to 
verify the figures quoted in the second 
paragraph. As regards the third para- 
graph, the issue raised is one that would 
require much consideration, and I should 
not feel myself justified in expressing an 
opinion upon it. 


CORK POST OFFICE. 

Mr. J. F. X. O'BRIEN (Cork): I beg 
to ask the Secretary to the Treasury, as 
representing the Postmaster General, 
whether his attention has been called to 
the complaints as to the alleged under- 
staffing of the telegraphic department of 
the Cork Post Office, and as to the fact 
that much of the overtime duty is per- 
formed by the junior substitutes, many 
of whom have no appointment and no 
claim upon the Department; and whe- 
ther, in view of the frequent complaints 
on these matters, steps will be taken by 
the postal authorities to remedy this 
condition of things? 

*Mr. HANBURY: The Postmaster 

General’s attention has not been called 
to the complaints referred to; but he 
will have inquiry made on the subject. 

Mr. J. C. FLYNN (Cork, N.): I beg 
to ask the Secretary to the Treasury, as 
representing the Postmaster General, 
whether his attention has been called to 
the alleged grievances of the telegraph 
messengers in Cork Post Office in respect 
to long distances and Sunday work ; has 
a boy messenger to walk with a message 
to Dunkettle Station (three miles) and 
back, a six miles distance, for a half- 
penny, to Douglas and back, four miles, 
for same remuneration, and similarly in 
regard to other suburbs; and, whether 
any steps will be taken to deal with these 
grievances ! 

*Mr. HANBURY: The Postmaster 

General’s attention has not been called 
to the alleged grievances, and he is not 
aware of the circumstances alluded to. 
He has directed an inquiry to be made, 
but no boy with the knowledge of the 
Department would be required to do the 
work referred to for the remuneration 
mentioned by the hon. Member. 





519 


Bantry Onion 


DUNDALK POST OFFICE. 

Mr. McCARTAN: I beg to ask the 
Secretary to the Treasury, as representing 
the Postmaster General, will he explain 
why the maximum pay for second class 
sorting clerks and telegraphists at Dun- 
dalk post office is 44s. per week, whereas 
only 40s. per week is allowed to same 
class at Newry, County Down; whether 
a petition was presented by the Newry 
staff in April last, asking for a similar 
maximum to that of Dundalk ; and, whe- 
ther he will consider the desirability of 
complying with their request ? 

*Mr. HANBURY : The pay of sorting 
clerks and telegraphists depends on the 
amount of business transacted at each 
office. A petition has been presented 
from the sorting clerks and telegraphists | 
at Newry to be placed on the same scale 
of pay as the Staff at Dundalk, and in- | 


quiry is being made whether the business | 


transacted warrants the higher scale. 


FUGITIVE SLAVES. 

Mr. THOMAS BAYLEY (Derbyshire, 
Chesterfield): I beg to ask the Secre- 
tary of State for India (1) whether there | 
exist treaties between Her Majesty’s Gov- 
ernment and Arab chiefs, such as the 
Sultan of Lahej, under which we under- 
take to surrender fugitive slaves; (2) 
whether the practice of surrender of fugi- 
tive slaves also continues at Muscat; 
and (3) whether, in the event of the prac- 
tice not being known at the India Office, 
inquiry will be made? 

THe SECRETARY or STATE ror 
INDIA (Lord Grorge Hamitton, Middic- 
sex, Ealing): I am not 
treaties of the character described in the 
first Question. I do not know to what 
the hon. Member refers in the second 
Question. Certain difficulties have arisen 


in dealing with the slave traffic in certain | 


harbours of the Sultan of Muscat and in 
the Persian Gulf, and on this subject I 
am in correspondence with the Govern- 
ment of India. 


IRISH LAND ACTS 
(ROYAL COMMISSION). 


Mr. McCARTAN: I beg to ask the 


Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant | 


of Ireland (1) whether his attention has 
been called to the resolutions of protest 
against the new Royal Commission on 
the working of the Irish Land Laws 
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adopted at a large and influential meet- 
ing of farmers held at Ballymoney, 
county Antrim, a few days ago; (2) 
whether he is aware that the greatest dis- 
satisfaction exists among the farmers of 
Ulster both as to the appointment of 
such a Commission at present and also 
the personnel of the Commission ap- 
pointed ; and (3) whether it is the in- 
tention to examine the lay and legal 
Sub-Commissioners whose appointments 
are permanent, or to confine the Sub- 
Commission witnesses to the temporarily 
appointed Sub-Commissioners only? 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: I have re- 
ceived copies of resolutions passed at a 
meeting recently held at the place men- 
| tioned in first paragraph. I have no con- 
clusive evidence that the fact is as sug- 
| gested in the second paragraph, and as 
to the third paragraph, which concerns 
the procedure of the Royal Commission, 
the matter is one for the Commissioners 
themselves to determine. 


Workhouse. 





LOUGH CORRIB DRAINAGE WORKS. 

Mr. W. O'MALLEY (Galway, Conne- 
jmara): I beg to ask the Chief Secretary 
to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland if he 
| will state who constitute the Board of 
the Lough Corrib Drainage Works ; 
| when and by whom were its members 
appointed; what powers they possess ; 
whether the Board contains any repre- 
‘sentative of the people who have paid 
for the works; and whether he is aware 
that the people affected by the drainage 
scheme are dissatisfied with the constitu- 
tion and workings of this Board? 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: The hon. 
Member only put this Question down on 
yesterday's Paper, and I have not had 
time to get the necessary report from 
Ireland. 


BANTRY UNION WORKHOUSE. 

Mr. J. GILHOOLY (Cork Co., W.): 
I beg to ask the Attorney General for 
\Ireland whether the Bantry Board of 
Guardians as a sanitary authority can 
|use their compulsory powers to acquire 
|land for the purpose of laying pipes in 
‘connection with the proposed supply of 
| water to the Bantry Union Workhouse? 

Tue ATTORNEY GENERAL For IRE- 
LAND (Mr. J. Arxinson, Londonderry, 
|N.): So far as the Local Government 
| Board are aware, there is nothing to pre- 
|vent the Bantry Board of Guardians, 


| 
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acting as the rural sanitary authority, 
from taking steps to obtain a Provisional 
Order for the compulsory acquisition of 
land for the purpose men’icned in the 
Question. | 


LITTLEDALE ESTATE, CO. WICKLOW. | 

Mr. JAMES O’CONNOR (Wicklow, | 
W.): I beg to ask the Chief Secretary | 
to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland | 
whether he is aware that the farm of | 
James Byrne, an evicted tenant of the 
Littledale estate, in the county Wicklow, 
is now in the occupation of a man named 
Ellison ; whether the Land Commission 
are considering an offer by Ellison to, 
purchase the holding ; and whether the 
Land Commission have decided to ad-| 
vance money to Ellison, whilst the| 
evicted tenant Byrne has offered, and is 
prepared to buy the farm at a reasonable | 
price? 

Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: The Com- | 
missioners have no information as to who 
is In occupation at the present moment 
of the holding from which James Byrne 
was evicted. An application was re-| 
ceived from Byrne under the 47th Sec-| 
tion of the Land Act of 1896, but, as the | 
landlord objected to the proceedings in | 


the prescribed manner, Byrne’s applica- | 
tion fell through, as of course. No| 
agreement for the purchase of the hold- | 
ing by Ellison has been received by the | 
Commissioners. | 

| 


RICHMOND LUNATIC ASYLUM. | 
Mr. MICHAEL AUSTIN (Limerick, | 
W.): I beg to ask the Chief Secretary to | 
the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland (1) if his | 
attention has been directed to the Report | 
from the Portrane Visiting Committee, | 
presented to the Governors of the Rich- | 
mond District Lunatic Asylum, in which | 
the Committee express their regret at | 
the small progress made towards the | 
completion of Block No. 3, and urge that | 
all possible pressure should be put on the 
contractors to complete the work as soon 
as possible and also, regarding the per- 
manent buildings, their disappointment | 
that better progress had not been made ; 
(2) whether he is aware that the contrac- 
tors referred to are the same against 
whom allegations were made before the 
Select Committee on Government Con- 
tracts (whose Report has been presented 
recently) in not complying with the Fair 
Wages Resolution of this House; (3) 
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(Appropriation) Bull. 


whether he is aware that the failure of 
the progress of the buildings is due to 
the fact that sufficiently skilled labour 
cannot be secured at the rate of wages 
offered ; and (4) seeing the urgency of 
the Report presented to the Governors, 
what steps will be taken to complete the 
contract, having due regard to the Reso- 
lution of this House of February 1891? 
Mr. GERALD BALFOUR: The hon. 
Member has been good enough to send 
me a newspaper report which is to the 


| effect mentioned in the first paragraph. 


As the Question only appeared on the 
Paper this morning, I have not yet been 
able to complete my inquiries as to the 
statements in the second, third, and 
fourth paragraphs, to which the atten- 
tion of the Board of Control has been 
called. 


CANADIAN MAIL SERVICE. 
Mr. D. CRILLY (Mayo, N.): I beg to 


| ask the Secretary to the Treasury, as re- 


presenting the Postmaster General, 
whether the contract for the proposed 
fast Atlantic mail service between this 
ccuntry and Canada is to be made 
between the Canadian Government and 
the Steamship Company alone, or if the 


| British Government is to be a party to 


it; and, if so, will the contract be 
brought before this House for ratifica- 
tion? 

*Mr, HANBURY: The hon. Member 
has forgotten to give me proper notice of 
this Question, which appeared for the 
first time on this morning’s Paper. I 
will have an answer sent him in writing. 


ORDERS OF 


THE DAY. 


CONSOLIDATED FUND 
(APPROPRIATION) — BILL. 


On the Order of the Day for the Third 
Reading of this Bill, 


Mr. G. C. T. BARTLEY (Islington, N.) 


said that he desired to enter his protest 


against the manner in which certain Sup- 
plementary Estimates had been pre- 
sented to the House this Session, and 
been forced through by means of the 
final closure, without the House having 
had any opportunity whatever of dis- 
cussing them. It was all very well to 


Y 





523 Consolidated Fund 


present Supplementary Estimates for the 
purpose of providing funds for carrying 
out objects of which the House had al- 
ready expressed its approval, but it was 
quite another thing when the House had 
had no opportunity of discussing those 
objects. He desired to refer especially 
tv the Supplementary Estimate in con- 
nection with the Wallace Collection. We 
were now, in regard to that collection, 
making a new departure in the history o/ 
art and education in this country. ‘The 
Committee which had been appointed to 
consider and report upon the subject of 
the coliection had made their Report, 
from which, however, Sir E. Poynter, 
President of the Royal Academy, dis- 
sented. It appeared to him that, in 
making arrangements for the establish- 
ment of what would undoubtedly be the 
most important art gallery in the world, 
the House should have been consulted. 
In his opinion, when the House agreed 
to the new rules of procedure relating to 
Supply, it was never intended that large 
and important subjects, having a far- 
reaching effect, such as that to which he 
had referred, should be withdrawn from 
their consideration by means of the final 
closure. If the Government of the day 
were permitted to adopt the course that 
had been taken in regard to the subject, 
they might, by postponing the Supple- 
mentary Estimate until the day for the 
final closure, prevent the House from 
having an opportunity of discussing 
them. He should regard that as a great 
evil, and he trusted that the action of 
the Government would not be followed 
in the future. [“ Hear, hear! ” 

Sm ELLIS ASHMEAD-BARTLETT 
(Sheffield, Ecclesall) said that he desired 
to refer to the very remarkable statement 
which was made yesterday at question 
time by the right hon. Gentleman the 
First Lord of the Admiralty on behalf of 
Her Majesty’s Government, in the course 
of which he said that it had been decided 
by the Admirals to prevent the Turkish 
war ships from entering the Bay of 
Canea, and that Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment did not disapprove of their action 
in the matter. He was not going into 


the question as to whether it was or was 
not desirable that the Turkish fleet 
should be prevented from entering into 
Cretan waters, because he was quite ready 
to admit that there might be good rea- 
sons for the decision at which the 
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Admirals had arrived ; but, at the same 
time, he thought that the statement tiat 
was made public yesterday on the sub- 
ject by the First Lord of the Admiralty 
was very unfortunate. He had tor a long 
period deprecated a policy of hostility to 
the Porte, and he thought that the proper 
way of dealing with this matter would 
have been by private intimation instead 
of by public announcement in that House. 
Turkey had as much legal right to send 
its Fleet to Crete as we had to send the 
Fleet to any port in Ireland. The Cretan 
Mussulmans were now suffering the 
greatest misery and deprivations, cooped 
up as they were in the seaport towns and 
without the means of getting food for 
tiemselves and their families or pastur- 
age for their cattle. The Turkish Gov- 
ernment was doubtless greatly distressed 
at the sufferings of these Cretan Mussul- 
mans, and it might be—though he did 
not know where the Turkish fleet was 
gcing—that it was going to afford some 
relief to these suffering Mussulmans. 
His point, however, was—that whereas 
the other European Powers in all their 
communications to the Sultan showed the 
utmost consideration and courtesy and 
made things as easy as possible for the 
Sultan and the Turkish Government to 
give way, by some unfortunate circum- 
stances statements made by our Govern- 
ment were very often of an exceedingly 
offensive character, calculated to irritate 
Turkish and Mussulman feeling. He re- 
gretted that so much responsibility was 
thrown on the Admirals, and urged the 
Government to take some practical steps 
at once to settle the unfortunate condi- 
tion of affairs in Crete. 

Mr. C. J. MONK (Gloucester) referred 
to the question of the indemnity to be 
paid by Greece to Turkey. This had 
been variously stated at from 24 million 
Turkish pounds to 4} millions. Now, 
if any such sum as four millions was de- 
manded of Greece, the restoration of 
peace, politically as well as financially, 
would be deferred for at least 20 years. 
It was not in the power of Greece to pay 
any such war indemnity as four millions, 
and he hoped that would be considered 
by the Government in their negotiations 
for peace. He could not share the 
astonishment of the hon. Member for 
Sheffield that the people of this country 
should take the part of the Christian 
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Powers against the author of the 
Armenian massacres. He believed Lord 
Salisbury and the Government had done 
everything in their power to bring the 
peace negotiations to a successful issue. 
He had every faith in the desire of the 
Government to support Greece and to 
restore the little kingdom to the position 
it held before its most unwise and foolish 
action with regard to Turkey. From 
first to last the Sultan had done his best 
to thwart the Great Powers in obtaining 
autonomy for Crete, and now, at the last 
moment, he was sending an ex-Grand 
Vizier to carry on the same resistance to 
reforms which had received his own hesi- 
tating but formal acceptance. [“ Hear, 
hear! ”’] 

* Taz UNDER SECRETARY or STATE 
FoR FOREIGN AFFAIRS (Mr. Curzon, 
Lancashire, Southport): I hope I may, 
without disrespect to either of the hon. 
Gentlemen who have spoken, be allowed 
to answer them in a few sentences. As 
regards my hon. Friend who has just sat 
down (Mr. Monk), I may say that we are 
grateful for his assurances of confidence 
in the intentions of the Government. 
[“‘Hear, hear!”] Concerning the question 
of the indemnity, I can add nothing to 
what I said yesterday except this — 
that the question of the amount of the 
indemnity has been practically examined 
by the board of financial experts ap- 
pointed by the various Powers, on which 
board this country has been represented 
by a gentleman who has probably a 
greater familiarity with Greek finances 
and resources than any other English- 
man; and I can assure the House that 
in fixing the figure the desire has cer- 
tainly been not to put it higher than the 
resources of Greece will enable her to 
meet. [‘‘ Hear, hear!”] As regards my 
hon. Friend below the Gangway, with one 
point of his remarks I think everybody 
in the House will agree when he dwelt 
upon the advisability, if possible, of what 
I may describe as centralising the 
authority of Europe in Crete in the hands 
of a single person. That is a matter 
which has been under the serious con- 
sideration of the Government, and, I 
hope, will continue to receive their 
earnest attention. [‘‘ Hear, hear!”] In 
another respect, I think my hon. Friend 
did an injustice to the First Lord of the 
Admiralty. He spoke of the statement 
made by the First Lord yesterday, in 
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reply to a Parliamentary question, as if 
it were a superfluous and unnecessary 
statement. Now, what were the circum- 
stances of the case? The First Lord, in 
answer to a question on the Paper, gave 
the House information of which they 
were already in possession from other 
sources, and which was, therefore, a 
matter of public notoriety. He gave in- 
formation which he had been asked as 
a responsible Minister of the Govern- 
ment to give in this House, and that there 
should be found anything superfluous or 
unnecessary in his doing so I cannot 
understand. 

Sm E. ASHMEAD-BARTLETT, in- 
terrupting, said he referred to the answer 
to the supplementary question. 

*Mr. CURZON: Very well. <A sup- 
plementary question deserves a reply 
equally with the original question. 
(Hear, hear!”] I must say that in my 
opinion there is nothing in the reply of 
the First Lord in the least deserving the 
description which my hon. Friend has 
applied to it. [“ Hear, hear!”] After 
all, the point of the observations of my 
hon. Friend is that the Admirals, the 
Powers and their representatives, were 
doing wrong in conveying such an inti- 
mation to the Turkish authorities as 
they have done with reference to the 
threatened presence of additional 
Turkish troops in Crete. 

Sm E. ASHMEAD-BARTLETT: I am 
afraid the right hon. Gentleman, no 
doubt unintentionally, is misrepresenting 
my point. I expressly said I would not 
enter on the question of the desirability 
or the undesirability of the presence of 
the Turkish Fleet in Cretan waters. 
What I objected to was the way in which 
the British Government made _ their 
answers upon these subjects unneces- 
sarily (in my opinion) offensive to the 
Turkish Government. And I may say 
that I did not refer only to the First 
Lord’s answer, though that was the occa- 
sion of my remarks, but I had in my 
mind other statements also. 

*Mr. CURZON : I confess that the ex- 
planation of my hon. Friend still leaves 
me in obscurity as to his meaning. 
[“ Hear, hear!”] I certainly understood 
him to protest against the representation 
made by the Admirals acting on behalf 
of their Governments as to preventing 
the reinforcement of the Turkish troops 
in Crete. But I now understand that his 
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objection is limited to the manner in 
which that representation has been made. 
But my hon. Friend has not seen the 
official comunication—[“ hear, hear ! ”|— 
nor have we ourselves. What happened 
was this. The Admirals met in consulta- 
tion and decided to make an announce- 
ment to the Turkish commander-in-chief 
that the presence of further Turkish 
warships in Cretan waters would not 
be permitted by them. In doing that 
they acted with the consent of their 
respective Governments, and they will 
continue to be supported.  [* Hear, 
hear!”| But there was nothing in 
the manner in which their decision 
was communicated to the Turkish com- 
mander-in-chief, nor in the manner in 
which the statement was made in the 
House of Commons, in the least unusual 
or in the least likely to be irritating to 
the susceptibilities of Turkey, or in the 
least deserving of the remarks of my hon. 
Friend. He has dispensed me by his 
last remark from the necessity of defend- 
ing the action of the Admirals ; therefore 
I will not occupy the time of the House 
by doing so. [“Hear, hear!”] But as 
I believe he does not object to the action 
itself, and as I believe it will be accepted 
by the House as the natural and inevit- 
able corollary of the steps taken by the 
Powers since February last when they 
took Crete into their hands as a deposit 
pending the future settlement of that 
country—| “ hear, hear!”]—TI do not think 
the House at this time will desire me to 
enter more fully into the matter. [‘ Hear, 
hear! ”] 

Mr. E. H. PICKERSGILL (Bethnal 
Green, 8. W.) desired to call attention to 
a matter relating to the Civil Service 
which he refrained from raising on the 
Second Reading of the Bill at the request 
of the Secretary of State. The case to 
which he wished to refer was one con- 
nected with the Post Office, but it raised 
issues which seriously affected the Civil 
Servants of the Crown generally. They 
were called a permanent establishment, 
but if the line of policy of which this case 
was an example was to be continued, the 
word “permanent” would become little 
better than a mockery and a snare. A 
clerk in the Savings Bank Department of 
the Post Office, who was in receipt of 
£350 a year, had just been compulsorily 
retired at the age of 53, after 30 years’ 
service, upon three months’ notice, on 
the alleged ground of inefficiency, with a 
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pension of £162 15s. The officer, confi- 
dent in the strength of his case—on which 
he pronounced no opinion—brought a 
petition of right ; but the Home Secre- 
tary had advised her Majesty to withhold 
her fiat. Under these circumstances, so 
far as the law was concerned, the matter 
was brought to an abrupt conclusion ; 
and there was no resource but to appeal 
to the House. He might state that he 
had no professional connection with the 
case. He contended that what had been 
done in this case was not in accordance 
with either practice or precedent. There 
was a series of cases, of which this was 
one, which were entirely novel in the 
history of the Civil Service. Formerly 
there were great abuses in the granting 
of pensions, and in consequence the 
Superannuation Act of 1859 was passed, 
providing that no pension should be 
granted to any Civil Servant under 60 
years of age except upon medical certi- 
ficate of permanent incapacity. Since 
the passing of that Act the practice had 
been not to pension before 60 except on 
medical certificate, nor to dispense with 
a man’s services without a pension except 
for misconduct. He did not think that 
was at all unreasonable, considering the 
circumstances which govern the Civil 
Service, the members of which had a 
right to expect, after passing the ordeal 
of examinations and probation, that their 
tenure would be, not only in name but in 
reality, of a permanent character. In 
1887 another Superannuation Act was 
passed which contained what he always 
considered a very insidious clause, as 
follows : — 


“When a Civil Servant is removed from office 
on account of his inability to discharge effi- 
ciently the duties of his office, the Treasury 
may grant such a retiring allowance as they 
think proper.” 


This clause caused great uneasiness 
among the Civil Servants of the Crown. 
But they were not without friends in that 
House, and he hoped they never would 
be. [“Hear, hear!”] Strong represen- 
tations were made to the Government, 
and to safeguard the interests of existing 
servants of the Crown a clause was intro- 
duced which was now Section 10 of the 
Act :— 


“Nothing in this Act shall be construed so 
as to interfere with the rights existing at the 
passing of this Act of any Civil Servant then 
holding office.” 
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As a lawyer he thought the clause 
.utterly worthless. But that was no 
answer to the charge of bad faith which 
he brought against the Government, be- 
cause whatever the legal value of the 
clause might be, there were Gentlemen 
sitting on the Treasury Bench who knew 
perfectly well that a strong opposition to 
the Bill was bought off on the under- 
standing that Section 10 would effectu- 
ally safeguard the interests of then exist- 
ing servants of the Crown. The officer to 
whose case he was referring was one of 
those servants whose rights were sup- 
posed to be protected by that Section. 
How had he been dealt with?’ A Treasury 
Minute stated that the Lords of the Trea- 
sury had had before them a report from 
the Post Office to the following effect : — 


“Since 1883 this officer has become ineffi- 
cient, and although he has been afforded by 
trial in different branches every opportunity 
of proving his fitness for the position he occu- 

ies, each of the officers under whom he has 

en placed has formed an unfavourable opinion 
of his efficiency.” 


According to that statement, from 1883 
forwards this officer had been inefficient. 
But the facts were that in every year 
between 1883 and 1893 this officer had 
regularly recéived an increment to his 
salary. In 1890 he was actually pro- 
moted from the class in which he then 
was to a higher class. He cited a some- 
what similar case in New South Wales, 
which had been taken into the Courts, 
and there was an appeal to the Privy 

Council. He thought it was clear that 
the Treasury afforded no protection to 
officers like the gentleman of whom 
he was speaking, because the Department 
had accepted without challenge a Report 
from the Post Office which was inconsis- 
tent and insincere. 

Mr. J. G. WEIR (Ross and Cromarty) 
called attention to the importance of a 
better postal service being provided to 
and from the Island of Lewis. 

*Toe SECRETARY v0 toe TREA- 
SURY (Mr. R. W. Hansury, Preston), 
said that any one listening to the speech of 
the hon. Member as to permanent Civil 
Servants would assume that an officer, 
having once entered the service, whatever 
his conduct, could not be got rid of by 
any power on the part of the Crown. 
This was an impossible position to take 
up. The hon. Member himself showed 
the error of that assumption by quoting 


{6 Aveusr 1897} 


530 


(Appropriation) Bill. 


the Act of Parliament which gave the 
power to get rid of officers who were 
unable to do their duty. If in this 
case any fault had been committed, 
the error had been in giving the man 
a larger pension than he deserved, 
and if lhe had been in private employ- 
ment, this officer would have received no 
pension at all. This gentleman entered 
the Civil Service in 1865, and up to 1883 
his conduct was good. In 1883 com- 
plaints began to be made about his in- 
efficiency, dulness, and utter inability to 
perform the duties of his office. He prac- 
tically admitted that he was out of place 
in his department, because in 1886 heasked 
to be removed elsewhere. This gentleman 
was moved from one branch of the Post 
Office to another, in order to give him 
some opportunity of being of use. But 
in every department to which he was re- 
moved he had failed, and he went from 
bad to worse, until in the end it was ab- 
sclutely necessary to get rid of him. Not 
only could he not do his work himself, 
but he had to get other men to help 
him. He had retired on a pension 
of £162 a year, which was only 10 per 
cent. less than if he had been one of the 
most efficient servants in the public 
service. 
Mr. PICKERSGILL: My complaint is 
that he was practically discharge. 
*Mr. HANBURY said thatthis was the 
case, and he richly deserved it. The 
Treasury had, if anything, erred on the 
side of leniency in granting a pension 
which no private employer would have 
granted. It was a fact that for several 
years this man, in spite of his conduct, 
had been allowed to receive an annual 
increment, and that he was promoted in 
1890 when a reorganisation of the office 
took place. No doubt sufficient atten- 
tion had not been paid to his case, and 
he wished it could be a lesson to the heads 
of Departments that they should be a 
great deal more careful than they were 
in carrying out the Order in Council and 
in not allowing these annual increments 
unless officers had rendered good and 
efficient service. Although this man re- 
ceived an annual increment in 1890, he 
had a statement from the officer who 
allowed him to receive it, in which it was 
stated that probably “nothing short of 
very severe measures will meet the justice 
of the case” ; that the official record was 
bad; and that there was a thoroughly 
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unsatisfactory performance of his duties. 
There was strong evidence to show that 
the inability was not due to ill-health or 
failure of power, but largely due to faults 
of his own. 

Sm WILFRID LAWSON (Cumberland, 
Cockermouth) called attention to the con- 
duct of the Inland Revenue authorities 
in dealing with the illegal sale of drink. 
[7ronical cheers.| Not long ago he read 
a prosecution of a wretched man who for 
selling half a pint of beer was fined £10. 
But in the House of Commons the Attor- 
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ney General had declared that the sale of | 
drink as carried on in its precincts was | 


in his opinion quite illegal. 
laughter. | 


[Lronical | 
Seeing that there was no | 


prospect of this illegal sale of drink being | 
stopped he wrote to the Chairman of the | 


Inland Revenue, and, quoting the words 
of the Attorney General, asked him 
whether he could not take any steps with 
reference to the sale of drink in the 
House—{laughter--and the Chairman 
replied that he would do nothing of the 
kind. [Laughter and ironical cheers.| 
That apparently gave satisfaction to hon. 
Members opposite, but it did not give 
him satisfaction because he held that the 
law ought to be observed without dis- 
tinction of persons. He wanted to know 
to whose credit the profit of this illegal 
sale of drink went. He also asked 
whether the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
would give instructions to the Inland 
Revenue to act impartially towards all 
persons who carried on the illegal sale of 
drink, either in that House or anywhere 
else, and whether the noble Lord (Lord 
Stanley) intended to go on breaking the 
law next Session as he had this. 

Taz CHANCELLOR or tne EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir Micnart Hicks Bzacn, 
Bristol, W.) observed that the hon. 
Baronet was naturally somewhat cha- 
grined at his position. He had placed 
himself in the position of a common in- 
former—{laughter|—upon whose infor- 
mation the authorities did not act. 
[Laughter.| All he could say was that 
he believed the Inland Revenue authori- 
ties were perfectly right, and he hoped 
that they would not depart from their 
present attitude next Session. Until 
that time, of course, the question would 
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not arise again. In reply to the hon. 
Baronet’s other questions, he had to say 
that the profits of this illegal perform- 
ance benefited the taxpayers of the coun- 
try, and possibly the hon. Member him- 
self, as one of those who frequented the 
dining-room of the House. [Laughter.] 
His noble Friend, he might remind hon. 
Members, had been very zealous in his 
endeavour to remedy the defect in the 
law, and his efforts would have been suc- 
cessful but for the opposition of the hon. 
Baronet himself. [‘ Hear, hear! ”] 

Sir WILFRID LAWSON rose, but was 
met with eries of “Spoke!” 

Mr. SPEAKER understood that the 
hon. Baronet desired to make a personal 
explanation. [“ Hear, hear! ”’] 

Sm W. LAWSON said that all he had 
done was to insist that the House should 
be given an adequate and full oppor- 


| tunity of discussing the Bill introduced 
| by the noble Lord. Had such an oppor- 


tunity been given, he would have been 
satisfied. 


Bill read the Third time. 


Sitting suspended at Twenty minutes 
past Eleven a.m. 


Sitting resumed at Half-past Two p.m. 





COMMISSION. 


Message to attend the Lords Commis- 
sioners. The House went, and the Royal 
Assent was given to Bills which had 
passed both Houses. [For list, see pro- 
ceedings of House of Lords of this date. | 


The House having returned, Mr. 
SPEAKER, standing at the Clerk’s Table, 
read aloud Her Majesty’s Gracious 


Speech. 


Members present then filed past the 
Chair, and shook hands with Mr. 
Speaker. 





End of the Third Session of the 
Fourteenth Parliament of Her Majesty. 
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Act to amend as to qualifications for ; 7. An Act to provide for defraying the Expenses 


N 
A Elections to Parish Councils and as to 
the Annual Assembly of the Parish Meet- 
ing. (Local Government.) 


An Act to amend the Law relating to the 
Appointment of Surveyors in the county of 
Dublin. (County Dublin Surveyors.) 


An Act to provide, during twelve months, 
for the Discipline and Regulation of the Army. 
(Army (Annual).) 


An Act to apply certain sums out of the 
Consolidated Fund to the service of the years 
ending on the thirty-first day of March one 
thousand eight hundred and ninety-six, one 
thousand eight hundred and ninety-seven, 
and one thousand eight hundred and ninety- 
eight. (Consolidated Fund (No. 1).) 


An Act to provide for a Grant out of the 
Exchequer in aid of Voluntary Elementary 
Schools, and for the Exemption from Rates 
of those Schools, and to repeal part of Section 
nineteen of the Elementary Education Act. 
(1876). (Voluntary Schools.) 


An Act to amend the Military Lands Act, 
1892. (Military Lands.) 
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of certain Military Works and other Military 
Services. (Military Works.) 

8. An Act toamend the Trusts (Scotland) Act 
1867,Amendment Act,1887. (Trusts(Scotland).) 


9. An Act to amend the Law as to the Endow- 
ment of the Archdeaconry of Cornwall. (Arch- 
deaconry of Cornwall.) 


10. An Act to remove doubts as to the power of 
the Secretary of State in Council of India to 
grant Superannuation and Compensation 
Allowances in certain cases to Officers on his 
Establishment. (East India Company’s Officers 
Superannuation.) 


11. An Act to make provision for the transfer 
of the Assets, Liabilities, and Management of 
the Regular Widows’ Fund and of the Elders’ 
Widows’ Fund to the Secretary of State in 
Council of India, and for other purposes in 
relation thereto. (Regular and Elders’ Widows’ 
Funds.) 

12. An Act to provide Superannuation Allowan- 
ces for the Assessor of Railways and Canals in 
Scotland, and the Clerks and other Officers 
permanently employed by him. (Railway 
Assessors (Scotland) Superannuation.} 
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13. An Act for transferring the right of Present- 
tation to the Professorships of Botany and 
Natural History in the University of Edin- 
burgh. (Edinburgh University (Transfer of 
Patronage).) 


14. An Act for enabling the Metropolitan Police 
Courts to be closed on Special Bank Holidays. 
Metropolitan Police Courts (Holidays).) 


15. An Act to amend the Navy and Marines 
(Wills) Act, 1865. (Navy and Marines ( Wills.) 


16. An Act to amend Section Ninety-seven of 
the Elementary Education Act, 1870. (Elemen- 
tary Education.) 


17. An Act to provide for an appeal in Ireland 
in Cases stated by Justices in certain Civil 
Matters. (Supreme Court of Judicature (Ire- 
land).) 


18. An Act to permit Juries toseparate in cases 
of Felony. (Juries Detention.) 


19. An Act toamend the Law regarding Pre- 
ferential Payments in the case of Companies. 
(Preferential Payments in Bankruptcy 
Amendment.) 


20. An Actto provide for the relief of Jurors 
from unnecessary attendanceat Courts of 
Quarter Sessions in Ireland. (Quarter Sessions 
Jurors ([reland).) 


21. An Act to make rules for Preventing Col- 
lisions in the Sea Channels leading to the River 
Mersey. (Mersey Channels.) 


22. An Act to amend the Provisions of the Agri- 
cultural Holdings (Scotland) Act, 1883, so far 
as they relate to Market Gardens. (Market 
Gardeners Compensation (Scotland).) 


23. An Act to remove doubts arising under the 
Extraordinary Tithe Redemption Act, 1886. 
(Extraordinary Tithe.) 


24. An Act to grant certain Duties of Customs 
Inland Revenue. (Finance.) 


25. An Act for the Acquisition of Land for the 
Extension of the Patent Office, and for 
purposes connected therewith. (Patent Office. 
(Extension).) 


26. An Act for transferring the Expenses of 
Police Courts to the Metropolitan Police Fund, 
and for making provision with respect to the 
Courts of the Stipendiary Magistrate of 
Chatham and Sheerness. (Metropolitan Police 
Courts.) 


27. An Act for the Acquisition of a Site for 
Public Offices in or near Whitehall, and for 
other purposes connected therewith. (Public 
Offices (Whitehall) Site.) 


28. An Act to amend the Poor Law Officers 
Superannuation Act, 1896, as respects Female 
Nurses appointed after the commencement of 
the said Act. (Poor Law Officers Superannu- 
ation Act Amendment.) 


29. An Act to amend the Law with respect to 
the borrowing of Money by Guardians and 
Managers of District Schools and Asylums, 
and to explain the Metropolitan Poor Act, 
1867. (Poor Law.) 
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30. An Act to make further provision with 
respect to the disposal of Property in the 
Possession of the Police. (Police (Property).) 


31. An Act to permit Local Authorities to 
provide Cleansing and Disinfection for Persons 
infested with Vermin. (Cleansing of Persons.) 


32. An Act to provide for Expensesincurred by 
School Boards in relation to School Bird 
Conferences. (School Board Conference.) 


33. AnAct to remove doubts as to the applicability 
of the Church Building Acts and New Parishes 
Acts to the Isle of Man. (Isle of Man (Church 
Building and New Parishes).) 


34. An Act to enable Returning Officers at 
Municipal Elections in Scotland to take the 
use of certain rooms free of charge. (Municipal 
Elections (Scotland).) 


35. An Act to make further provision for the 
Construction of Works in the Kingdom and 
elsewhere for the purposes of the Royal 
Navy. (Naval Works.) 


36. An Act to make temporary provision for the 
Relief of Distress in Ireland. (Out-door relief 
(Ireland).) 


37. An Act to amend the Law with respect to 
Compensation to Workmen for Accidental 
Injuries suffered in the course of their 
Employment. (Workmen’s Compensation.) 


38. An Act to consolidate and amend the Laws 
relating to the Public Health in Scotland. 
(Public Health (Scotland).) 


39. An Act to constitute the Ridings of York- 
shire separate Counties for all purposes of 
the Coroners Act. (Yorkshire Coroners.) 


40. An Act to amend the Local Government Act, 
1894, with regard to Joint Committees for the 
purpose of the Burial Acts. (Local Govern- 
ment (Joint Committees).) 


41. An Act to make provision with respect to 
the Delivery of Telegrams, Guarantees by 
Parish Councils in Scotland, and the Pensions 
of certain persons employed in the Telegraph 
Service. (Post Office and Telegraph.) 


42. An Act to extend the powers of the Receiver 
for the Metropolitan Police District. (Metro- 
tan Police (Borrowing Powers).) 


43. An Act to facilitate Military Manceuvres. 
(Military Manoeuvres.) 


44. An Act for giving facilitiesfor a Pure 
Water Supply in Rural Districts. (District 
(Water Supply Councils Facilities).) 


45. An Act to make further provision for the 
Endowment of the Archdeaconry of London. 





(Archdeaconry of London (Additional 
| Endowment).) 


| 46. An Act to Legalise the use of Weights and 
Measures of the Metric System. 
and Measures (Metric System.) 


Weights 
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47. An Act to declare the Effect of the Pro- 
visions of the Volunteer Act, 1863, with respect 
to Rules for Volunteer Corps. (Volunteer.) 


48. An Act to extend the Jurisdiction of | 
Stipendiary Magistrates in Scotland. | 
(Stipendiary Magistrates Jurisdiction Scot- | 
land).) | 


49. An Act to make better provision for filling | 
up Casual Vacancies iu Parish Counclis in | 
Scotland. (Parish Councils Casual Vacancies 
(Scotland).) 


50. An Act to amend the Licensing (Scotland) 
Acts, 1828 to 1887. (Licensing Amendment 
(Scotland).) 


51. An Act to grant Moneys for the purpose of 
certain Local Loans and to amend the Law 
respecting the Local Loans Fund and Loans 
made thereout and for other purposes relating 
to Local Loans. (Public Works Loans.) 


52. An Act to extend the Age under which the 
Employment of Young Persons in Dangerous 
Felleennes is prohibited. (Dangerous 
Performances.) 





53. An Act to provide for the Administration of | 
Sums available for the Improvement of 
Congested Districts in the Highlands and 
Islands of Scotland. (Congested District 
(Scotland).) 


54. An Act to continue various Expiring Laws. | 
(Expiring Laws Continuance.) 


55, An Act to make provision with respect to 
advances for the benefit of Wicklow Harbour. 
(Wicklow Harbour Advances.) | 


56. An Act to amend the Law respecting the 


Metropolitan Water Companies. (Metropolis 
Water.) 
57. An Act to’ amend the Law for the Better | 


Protection of Infant Life. 


(Infant Life 
Protection.) 
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58. An Act to give power to make Regulations 
with respect to Cotton Cloth Factories. 
(Cotton Cloth Factories.) 


59. An Act to amend the Merchant Shipping 
Act, 1894, with respect to the power of 
detention for undermanning. (Merchant 
Shipping.) 

60. An Act for the Prevention of Accidents 
by Chaff-Cutting Machines. (Accidents).) 


61. An Act to remove certain Exemptions 
from Compulsory Pilotage. (Merchant 
Shipping (Exemption from Pilotage).) 


62. An Act to amend the provisions of 
Section Sixty-seven of the Education 
(Scotland) Act, 1872, in regard to the 
additional grant to School Boards, and to 
provide out of the Exchequer an aid grant for 
Voluntary Schools in Schools in Scotland, 
and for the Exemption from Rates of those 
Schools. (Education (Scotland).) 


63. An Act to prohibit the importation of 
Foreign Prison-made Goods. (Foreign 
Prison-made Goods.) 


64. An Act to amend Sections Four and 
Eight of the Constabulary (Ireland) Amend- 
ment Act, 1865. (Constabulary (Ireland).) 


65. An Act to establish a Real Representative 
and to amend the Land Transfer Act, 1875. 
(Land Transfer.) 


66. An Act to amend the Judicature 
(Ireland) Acts, 1877 to 1888, and to provide 
for the union and consolidation of the Court 
of Bankruptcy in Ireland with the Supreme 
Court and for other purposes connected 
therewith. (Supreme Court of Judicature 
(Ireland) (No. 2).) 

67. An Act to apply a sum out of the 
Consolidated Fund to the service of the year 
ending on the thirty-first day of March one 
thousand eight hundred and ninety-eight, 
and to appropriate the Supplies granted in 
this Session of Parliament. (Appropriation.) 
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{. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order made 
by one of Her Majesty’s Principal Secretaries 
of State under the Housing of the Working 
Classes Act 1890 relating to Lands in the 
Parish of St. George the Martyr Southwark. 
(London (Borough Road Southwark) 
Provisional Order Confirmation.) 


ii. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order made 
by one of Her Majesty’s Principal 
Secretaries of State for improving an area 
situated in the Parish of St. Pancras in the 
County of London. (London (Churchway 
St. Pancras) Provisional Order Confirmation.) 


iii. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order made 
by one of Her Majesty’s Principal 
Secretaries of State under the Metropolitan 
Police Act 1886 relating to lands in the 
Parish of St. James Westminster. 
(M ropolitan Police Provisional Order 
Confirmation.) 


iv. An Act to confirm certain Provisional Orders 
of the Local Government Board relating to 
Leyton and Walton upon Thames. (Local 
Government Board’s Provisional Orders 
Confirmation (No. 1).) 


lvii. An Act to confirm Provisional Orders 
made by the Local Government Board for 
Ireland under the Public Health (Ireland) 
Act 1878 relating to the Urban Sanitary 
District of Kilkenny and the Rural Sanitary 
District of Scariff. (Local Government 
Board (Ireland) Provisional Orders Con- 
firmation (No. 1).) 


lviii. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
under the Burgh Police (Scotland) Act 1892 
relating to Paisley Waterworks. (Paisley 
Waterworks Provisional Order Confirma- 
tion.) 





lix. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by one of Her Majesty’s Principal 
Secretaries of State for improving an Area 
situated in the Parishes of St. Mary-le-Strand, 
St. Clement Danes, St. Giles-in-the-Fields, 
and St. Martin-in-the Fields in the County 
of London. (London (Clare Market Strand) 
Provisional Order Confirmation.) 


lx. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
under the Public Health (Scotland) Act 1867 
and the Acts amending the same relating to 
Clackmannan (Alloa and Tillicoultry) Water 
Supply. (Clackmannan (Alloa and Tilli- 
coultry) Water Order Confirmation.) 


lxi. An Act to confirm certain Provisional Orders 
made by the Board of Trade under the Electric 
Lighting Acts 1882 and 1888 relating to 
Garston, Hoylake and West Kirby, Ipswich 
Morley, Wilmslow and Wrexham. (Electric 
Lighting Orders Confirmation (No. 1).) 


lxii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the Electric Lighting Acts 1882 and 1888 
relating to Darwen, Dundalk, Lincoln, Ton- 
bridge, Ventnor and Wimbledon. (Electric 
Lighting Orders Confirmation (No. 2).) 


lxiii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the Electric Lighting Acts 1882 and 1888 
relating to Brighouse, Bury St. Edmunds, 
Dudley, Farnworth, Kearsley, Southampton 
and Watford. (Electric Lighting Orders 
Confirmation (No. 3).) 


lxiv. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Board of Trade under the 
Electric Lighting Acts 1882 to 1890 relating 
to Leith. (Electric Lighting Order Confir- 
mation (No. 4).) 
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Ixv. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the Electric Lighting Acts 1882 and 1888, 
relating to Ambleside, Ballymena, Dorking, 
Llandrindod Wells, Redditch and Reigate. 
(Electric Lighting Orders Confirmation 
No. 5).) 


Ixvi. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the Electric Lighting Acts 1882 and 1888, 
relating to Barking Town, Morecambe, Rams- 
bottom, Swadlincote and Wallasey. (Electric 
Lighting Orders Confirmation (No. 6).) 


Ixvii. An Act to annul an Order in Council 
confirming a Scheme relating to the Found- 
ation known as the Berriew School. (Berriew 
School.) 


Ixviii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board 
relating to Buxton, Kingston-upon-Hull, 
Plymouth, Ramsgate (two), Southampton 
Southend-on-Sea, Wallasey and West Ham. 
(Local Government Board’s Provisional Orders 
Confirmation (No. 2).) 


lxix. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board 


relating to the Auckland-Shildon-and- 
Willington, Bucklow, Hogley-and-South 


Crosland and Wath-Swinton-Greasborough- 
and-North Rotherham United District. (Local 
Government Board’s Provisional Orders 
Confirmation (No.4).) 


Ixx. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board 
relating to Bacup, Burnley, Middleton, Rhyl 
and Tiverton. (Local Government Board’s 
Provisional Order Confirmation (No. 5).) 


Ixxi. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board 
relating to Ashby-de-la-Zouch, Biggleswade, 
(Rural) Bredbury-and-Romiley,Carlisle(Rural) 
Cheadle-and-Gatley, Cricklade-and-Wootton- 
Bassett (Rural), Exmouth, Heston-and-Isle- 
worth, Liverpool, Malling (Rural) and Settle 
(Rural). (Local Government Board’s Provi- 
sional Orders Confirmation (No. 6).) 


Ixvii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board 
relating to the Boroughs of Chelmsford,Nelson, 
Southend-on-Sea and West Bromwich. 
(Local Government Board’s Provisional Orders 
Confirmation (No. 7).) 


Ixxiii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board 
relating to the Counties of Buckingham and 
Stafford. (Local Government Board’s Provi- 
sional Orders Confirmation (No. 8). 


Ixxiv. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board 
relating to Bath(two), Leatherhead, Luddenden- 
Foot, New-Windsor, Ogmore-and-Garw and 
West Ham, (Local Government Board Provi- 
sional Orders Confirmation (No. 9).) 


Ixxv. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board 
relating to the Counties of Bedford, Denbigh, 
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Flint, Hereford, Hertford and Worcester. 
(Local Government Board’s Provisional Orders 
Confirmation (No. 10).) 


lxxvi. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
of the Local Government Board under the 
Gas and Water Works Facilities Act 1870 
and the Public Health Act 1875 relating to 
Droitwich. (Local Government Board’s 
Provisional Order Confirmation (Gas).) 


Ixxvii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board 
relating to the Parishes of Saint George the 
Martyr Southwark and Saint James West- 
minster. (Local Government Board’s Provi- 
sional Orders Contirmation Poor Law).) 


Ixxviii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under the 
General Pier and Harbour Act 1861, relating 
to Anstruther, Deal, Hunstanton, and St. 
Andrews, (Pier and Harbour Orders Con- 
firmation (No. 1).) 


Ixxix. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Board of Trade under the General 
Pier and Harbour Act 1861, relating to 
Killala. (Pier and Harbour Orders Confirm- 
ation (No. 2).) 


Ixxx. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the General Pier and Harbour Act 1861, 
relating to Ilfracombe, Llandudno, and 
Scrabster. (Pier and Harbour Orders Con- 
firmation (No. 5).) 


Ixxxi. An Act to confirm Provisional Orders 
made by the Local Government Board for 
Ireland under the Public Health (Ireland) 
Act 1878, relating to the Sanitary Districts of 
Limavady and Carrickmacross. (Local Gov- 
ernment Board (Ireland) Provisional Orders 
Confirmation (No. 2).) 


Ixxxii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Local Government Board 
for Ireland relating to Lurgan, Clonmel, and 
Thurles. (Local Government Board (Ireland) 
Provisional Orders Confirmation (No. 3).) 


lxxxiii. An Act.to confirm a Provisional Order 
of the Local Government Board for Ireland, 
relating to the Borough of Waterford. (Local 
Government Board (Ireland) Provisional 
Order Confirmation (No. 4).) 


lxxxiv. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board for 
Ireland relating to Limerick and Navan, and 
the Unions of Roscommon and Midleton. 
(Local Government Board (Ireland) Pro- 
visional Order Confirmation (No. 5).) 


lIxxxv. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
of the Local Government Board for Ireland, 
relating to the Ballyshannon Union. (Local 
Government Board (Ireland) Provisional 
Order Confirmation (No. 6).) 


lxxxvi. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
of the Local Government Board for Ireland 
relating to Belfast. (Local Government 
Board (Ireland) Provisional Order Con- 
i Srmation (No. 7).) 
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exxxvii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board 
relating to Brigg, Harrogate, Newport 
(Salop), Oswestry, Plymouth, Winslow and 
Worcester. (Local Government Board’s 
Provisional Orders Confirmation (No. 3).) 


exxxviii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board 
relating to the Boroughs of Hartlepool, 
Totnes and West Hartlepool. (Local 
Government Board’s Provisional | Orders 
Confirmation) No. 11).) 


exxxix. An Act to confirm certain Pro- 
visional Orders of the Local Government 
Board relating to the Counties of Derby, Parts 
of Holland, Leicester and Norfolk, and to the 
Borough of Margate. (Local Government 
Board’s Provisional Orders Confirmation 
(No. 12).) 


exl. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board 
relating to the Clare-and-Bumpstead, the 
Luddenden-Foot, and the Pennybont United 
Districts and to the Ports of Harwich, Milford 
and Wisbech. (Local Government Board’s 
Provisional Orders Confirmation (No. 13).) 


exli. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board 
relating to Chorley, Dover, East Stonehouse, 
Harrogate, Saint Helens, Scarborough and 
Tunbridge Wells. (Local Government Board’s 
Provisional Orders Confirmation (No. 14).) 


exlii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board 
relating to Bradford (Yorks), Heywood, Liver- 
pool, Nelson and Wigan (two). (Local 
(xovernment Board’s Provisional Orders Con- 
firmation (No. 15).) 


exliii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board, 
relating to Aberystwith, Barrow-in-Furness, 
Birmingham, Bootle and Swansea. (Local 
Government Board’s Provisional Orders Con- 
tirmation (No. 16).) 


exliv. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order of 
the Local Government Board relating to the 
Borough of Hastings. (Local Government 
Board’s Provisional Order Confirmation 
(No. 17).) 


exlv. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order of 
the Local Government Board relating to the 
Borough of Blackburn (Local Government 
Board’s_ Provisional Order Confirmation 
(No. 18).) 


exlvi. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Education Department 
under the Elementary Education Acts, 1870 
to 1893, to enable the School Boards for East 
Barnet, Linthwaite, Pembroke, Swansea 
United District and Willesden, to put in 
force the Lands Clauses Acts. (Education 
Department Provisional Orders Confirmation 
(East Barnet, &c).) 





exlvii. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Education Department under 
Elementary Education Act 1870, to enable 
the School Board for London to put in force 
the Lands Clauses Acts. (Education Depart- 
ment, Provisional Order Confirmation 
(London).) 


exlviii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
made by the Board of Trade under the General 
Pier and Harbour Act 1861, relating to 
Bangor, Clacton, Poole, Tenby and Walton- 
on-the-Naze. (Pier and Harbour Orders Con- 
firmation (No. 3).) 


exlix. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under the 
General Pier and Harbour Act 1861, relating 
to Annan, Clacton and Whiting Bay. (Pier 
and Harbour Orders Confirmation (No. 4).) 


cl. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order made 
by the Board of Trade under the General 
Pier and Harbour Act 1861, relating to 
Donegal. (Pier and Harbour Order Confir- 
mation (No. 6).) ’ 


cli. An Act to confirm certain Provisional Orders 
made by the Board of rade under the Tram- 
ways Act 1870, relating to Blackpool Corpora- 
tion Tramways, Manchester Carriage and 
Tramways Company’s Tramways, Manchester 
Corporation Tramways, Moss Side Tramways 
and Withington District Tramways. (Tram- 
ways Orders Confirmation (No. 1).) 


clii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under the 
Tramways Act 1870,relating to Great Grimsby 
Street Saneees Extension, Huddersfield 
Corporation Tramways, Morecambe Urban 
District Council ‘Tramways, Perth and 
District Tramways (Extensions), and Stirling 
and Bridge of Allan Tramways Extension. 
(Tramways Orders Confirmation (No. 2).) 


cliii, An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the Tramways Act 1870, relating to Middles- 
brough, Stockton-on-Tees and Thornby 
Tramways, Yarmouth and Gorleston Tram- 
ways Extension, and York Tramways. 
(Tramways Orders Confirmation (No. 3).) 


cliv. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the Gas and Water Works Facilities Act 
1870, relating to Hoylake and West Kirby 
Gas, Killamarsh Gas, Sedbergh and Westburn 
Gas. (Gas Orders Confirmation (No. 1).) 


clv. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the Gas and Water Works Facilities Act 
1870, relating to Cradley Heath Gas, Harro- 
gate Gas and Wimborne Minster Gas. (Gas 
Orders Confirmation (No. 2).) 


clvi. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the Gas and Water Works Facilities Act 
1870, relating to Barton-upon-Humber Water, 
Bridge of Allan Water, Frith Hill, Godalming 
and Farncombe Water, Gosport Water, 
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Newmarket Water, Royston Water and 
Steyning and District Water. (Water 
Orders Confirmation.) 


clvii. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Board of Trade under the 
Merchant Shipping Act 1894 relating to 
Rosslare (Pilotage District of Wexford). 
(Pilotage Order Confirmation.) 


clviii. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
under the Public Health (Scotland) Act 
1867 and the Acts amending the same, 
relating to Borrowstounness Water Supply. 
(Borrowstounness Water Order Confirmation.) 


clix. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
under the Public Health (Scotland) Act 
1867 and the Acts amending the same 
relating to Duntocher and Dalmuir Water 
Supply. (Duntocher and Dalmuir Water 
Order Confirmation.) 


clx. An Act to confim a certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the Electric Lighting Acts 1882 and 1888, 
relating to Denton, Droylsden, Levenshulme, 
Moss Side, Stretford and Withington. 
(Electric Lighting Orders Confirmation 
(No. 7).) 


clxi. An Act to ccnfirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the Electric Lighting Acts 1882 and 1888 
relating to Bangor, Bexhill, Epsom, Galway, 
and Northwich. (Electric Lighting Orders 
Confirmation (No. 8).) 





elxii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the Electric Lighting Acts 1882 and 1888, 
relating to (1) St. George’s-in-the-East, Mile 
End Old Town and Limehouse (2) Holborn, 
Liberty of Charterhouse and Shoreditch (3) 
Fulham and (4) Westminster. (Electric 
Lighting Orders Confirmation (No. 9).) 


elxiii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the Electric Lighting Acts 1882 and 1888, 
relating to Newmarket and Poole and 
Branksome. (Electric Lighting Orders 
Confirmation (No. 10).) 


clxiv. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the Electric Lights Acts 1882 and 1888, 
relating to Blackheath and Greenwich 
District and Newington. (Electric Lighting 
Orders Confirmation (No. 11).) 


clxv. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by one of Her Majesty’s Principal 
Secretaries of State under the Housing of 
the Working Classes Act 1890, relating to 
Lands in Green Street in the Parish of 
St. George the Martyr. (London (Green 
Street Southwark) Provisional Orders Con- 
firmation.) 


elxvi. An Act to enable Her Majesty’s 
Postmaster-General to acquire Lands in 
London, Brighton, Norwich, Plymouth, 
Southampton, Oban and Cork for the Public 
Service and for other purposes. (Post 
Office (Sites).) 
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The Titles to which the Letter P. is prefixed are Public Acts of a Local 
Character. 





Roya Assent, 29th March 1897. 


P. i. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by one of Her Majesty’s Principal 
Secretaries of State under the Housing of the 
Working Classes Act 1890, relating to Lands 
in the Parish of St. George the Martyr, 
Southwark. (London (Borough Road, South- 
wark) Provisional Order Confirmation). 


Pp. ii. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by one of Her Majesty’s Principal 
Secretaries of State for improving an Area 
situated in the Parish of St. Pancras in the 
County of London. (London (Churchway St. 
Pancras) Provisional Order Confirmation). 


P. iii. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by one of Her Majesty’s Principal 
Secretaries of State under the Metropolitan 
Police Act 1886, relating to lands in the Parish 
of St. James Westminster. (Metropolitan 
Police Provisional Order Confirmation.) 


Royat Assent, 8th April 1897. 


Pp. iv. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board 
relating to Leyton and Walton-upon-Thames. 
(Local Government Board’s Provisional Orders 
Confirmation (No, 1).) 


v. An Act to alter the Qualification for 
Directors of the South Metropolitan Gas 
Company. (South Metropolitan Gas.) 


vi. An Act for the granting of further powers 
to the Crays Gas Company. (Crays Gas.) 


vii. An Act to enable the County Council of the 
County of Dunbarton to borrow money for 
the purpose of erecting and enlarging County 
Buildings, and for other purposes. (Dunbarton 
County Buildings.) 





viii. An Act for the abandonment of parts of 
the Railways authorised by the South York- 
shire Junction Railway Act 1890, and for 
other purposes. (South Yorkshire Junction 
Railway.) 


ix. An Act to enable the Edinburgh American 
Land Mortgage Company Limited to convert 
their present uncalled Capital into Preference 
Stock, and for other purposes. (Edinburgh 
American Land Mortgage Company, Limited.) 


Royat Assent, 3rd June 1897. 


. An Act for enabling the Trustees of the 
Harbour of Aberbrothwick to reconstruct 
their finances and to create and issue stocks 
for compounding their existing debts, and for 
other purposes. (Aberbrothwick Harbour 
Finance.) 


xi. An Act for rendering valid certain Letters 
Patent granted to William John Whiting 
for Improvements in Revolver Firearms. 
(Whiting’s Patent.) 

xii. An Act to empower the Great Western 
Railway Company to make new railways in 
the county of Cornwall, and for other pur- 
poses. (Great Western Railway (Truro and 
Newquay Railway).) 

xiii, An Act to confer on the Provident Life 
Office further powers with respect to the 
accumulation and distribution of profits, and 
for other purposes. (Provident Life Office.) 


xiv. An Act to extend the objects and business 
of the Railway Passengers Assurance Com- 
pany, and for other purposes. (Railway 
Passengers Assurance.) 


val 


xv. An Act to make provision with reference to 
the winding up of the North London Com- 
mercial Permanent Building Society. (North 


London Commercial Permanent Building 
Society.) 
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xvi. An Act to authorise the making and laying 
out of a new Park in the City of Dublin to 
be called Saint Patrick’s Park, to vest the 
Park in the Lord Mayor, Aldermen and 
Burgesses of the City with power to maintain 
and regulate the same, and for other purposes. 
(Saint Patrick’s Park (Dublin).) 


xvii. An Act to provide for the distribution of 
surplus capital of the Assam Railways and 
Trading Company Limited, and for other 
purposes. (Assam Railways and Trading 
Company.) 


xviii. An Act to enable certain alterations to be 
made in the Scheme of Arrangement of the 
affairs of the London Bank of Australia 
Limited, and for other purposes. (London 
Bank of Australia Limited.) 


xix. An Act for rendering valid certain Leases, 
Sales and Conveyances made by the Trustees 
of Sir Josiah Mason’s Almshouses and Orphan- 
age without the consent of the Charity 
Commissioners. (Mason’s Orphanage.) 


xx. An Act for incorporating Mason University 
College, and for other purposes. (Mason 
University College.) 


xxi. An Act to extend the time for the construc- 
tion and completion of the Pier authorised 
by the Mumbles Railway and Pier Company 
and Pier Act 1889. (Mumbles Railway and 
Pier.) 

xxii. An Act to extend the time for the com- 
pletion of the authorised Works for enlarging 
and improving the Port and Harbour of 
Neath. (Neath Harbour.) 


xxxiii. An Act to empower the Corporation of 
the Borough of Torquay to acquire lands for 
the purposes of their Water Undertaking, and 
for other purposes. (Torquay Corporation 
Water.) 


xxiv. An Act for incorporating the Trustees of 
the Deed of Mortification by the deceased 
John Strachan of Craigcrook, Writer to the 
Signet, for enlarging the powers of the 
Trustees and for other purposes. (Craigcrook 
Mortification.) 


xxv. An Act to re-constitute and to re-incor- 
porate the Governing Body of the Crichton 
Royal Institution, and for other purposes. 
(Crichton Royal Institution.) 


xxvi. An Act to enable the Mayor, Aldermen 
and Burgesses of the County Borough of 
Huddersfield to work their Tramways, to 
construct street and road improvements, and 
to make further provision for the good 
government of the Borough, and for other 
purposes. (Huddersfield Corporation.) 


xxvii. An Act for granting additional powers 
to the Dumfries and Maxweiltown Water- 
works Commissioners, and for other purposes. 
(Dumfries and Maxwelltown Waterworks 
(Additional Powers).) 


xxviii. An Act to confer further powers upon 
the Mayor, Aldermen and Burgesses of the 
Borough of Loughborough with respect to 
their Water Undertaking, and for other 
purposes.. (Loughborough Corporation.) 
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xxix. An Act for granting further powers to 
the Taunton Gas Light and Coke Company. 
(Taunton Gas.) 


xxx. An Act to enable the Wigan Junction 
Railways Company to raise further capital, 
and for other purposes. (Wigan Junction 
Railways (Capital).) 


xxxi. An Act to extend the periods limited by 
the Clyde Navigation Act 1894 for the 
Compulsory Purchase of Lands and for the 
completion of the railway authorised by the 
Clyde Navigation Act 1891. (Clyde Navi- 
gation.) 


xxxii. An Act to authorise the Lord Provost, 
Magistrates and Council of the City of 
Edinburgh to widen and improve Streets, to 
construct new Tramways, to acquire Tram- 
ways by agreement, to provide a new Fire 
Brigade Station, to acquire Lands, to transfer 
the Portobello Gasworks to the Edinburgh 
and Leith Corporation Gas Commissioners, to 
confer further powers on the said Commis- 
sioners, to amend Acts, and for other purposes. 
(Edinburgh Corporation.) 


xxxiii. An Act to authorise the Great Eastern 
Railway Company to construct additional 
works in connection with Lowestoft Harbour, 
and for other purposes. (Great Eastern 
Railway (Lowestoft Harbour).) 


xxxiv. An Act to extend the period for the 
completion of the railway authorised by the 
Bray and Enniskerry Light Railway Act 
1886, and for other purposes. (Bray and 
Enniskerry Railway.) 


xxxv. An Act for enabling the London and 
South Western Railway Company to construct 
new railways and to widen their Farnham, 
Alton and Winchester Railway in the county 
of Southampton, and for other purposes. 
(South Western (Meon Valley) Railway.) 


xxxvii. An Act to authorise the Bristol Tram- 
ways and Carriage Company Limited to 
extend their Tramways and to confer further 
powers upon that Company. (Bristol Tram- 
ways.) 


xxxvil. An Act to empower the Governors of 
the Richmond District Lunatic Asylum to 
borrow money and to create and issue Stock, 
and for other purposes. (Richmond District 
Asylum.) 


xxxviii. An Act to empower the Tynemouth 
Gas Company to raise Additional Capital, and 
for other purposes. (Tynemouth Gas.) 


xxxix. An Act to revive and extend the powers 
of the Charing Cross, Euston and Hampstead 
Railway Company, and for other purposes. 
(Charing Cross, Euston and Hampstead Rail- 
way.) 


xl. An Act to confer further powers upon the 
Great Northern Railway Company with 
respect to their own and other undertakings, 
to provide for the incorporation of a Joint 
Committee of the Great Northern Railway 
Company and the Manchester, Sheffield and 
Lincolnshire Railway Company, the vesting 
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in that Committee of an authorised Passenger 
Station at Nottingham, and for other purposes. 
(Great Northern Railway.) 


xli. An Act for conferring further powers upon 
the London and North Western Railway Com- 
pany in relation to their Chester and Holyhead 
Railway, and for other purposes. (London 
and North Western Railway (Wales).) 


xlii. An Act for conferring further powers on 
the Epsom Downs Extension Railway Com- 
pany for the construction of works and other- 
wise in relation to their undertaking, and for 
other purposes. (Epsom Downs Extension 
Railway.) 


xliii. An Act for extending the limits of supply 
of the Weymouth Consumers Gas Company 
and for conferring further powers on the 
Company for the raising of money and other- 
wise in relation to their undertaking, and for 
other purposes. (Weymouth Consumers Gas.) 


xliv. An Act for repealing certain provisions of 
the Devonport Waterworks Act 1893 and for 
conferring further powers on the Devonport 
Water Company for the construction of works 
and otherwise in relation to their undertaking, 
and for other purposes. (Devonport Water- 
works.) 


xlv. An Act to authorise the Glasgow Harbour 
Tunnel Company to raise additional capital 
to confer on them further powers with 
reference to their surplus lands and properties, 
and for other purposes. (Glasgow Harbour 
Tunnel (Further Powers).) 


xlvi. An Act to authorise the Birmingham Tame 
and Rea District Drainage Board, to acquire 
lands and construct works for sewage and 
and drainage purposes, to borrow moneys, and 
for other purposes. (Birmingham Tame and 
Rea District Drainage Board.) 


xlvii. An Act to authorise the Mayor, Aldermen 
and Citizens of the city of Chichester to pur- 
chase the undertaking of the Chichester 
Waterworks Company and to supply water 
throughout the city and adjoining places. 
(Chichester Corporation Water.) 


xlviii. An Act for enabling the Great Eastern 
Railway Company to construct new Railways 
in the counties of Norfolk and Suffolk, and for 
other purposes. (Great Eastern Railway 
(New Lines in Norfolk and Suffolk).) 


xlix. An Act to authorise the construction of a 
Quay at the Harbour of Perth and a Bridge 
over the River Tay and other Works and also 
new Gasworks, to make provision for the 
regulation of the office of Town Clerk, and for 
other purposes. (Perth Harbour City Im- 
provements and Gas.) 


1. An Act to empower the Corporation of 
Plymouth to acquire Lary Bridge, to extend 
the Boundary of the Borough, and for other 
purposes. (Plymouth Corporation.) 


li. An Act to provide for the transfer of the 
undertaking of the Cowes Gas Company to the 
Cowes Urban District Council and to authorise 
the Council to supply Gas, and for other pur- 
poses. (Cowes Urban District Council Gas.) 
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lii, An Act to authorise the Ashford Urban 
District Council to supply Gas and to provide 
for the transfer of the undertaking of the 
Ashford Gas and Coke Company Limited to 

‘the said Council, and for other purposes. 
(Ashford Urban District Gas,) 


liii. An Act for conferring further powers upon 
the London and North Western Railway Com- 
pany in relation to their own undertaking and 
other undertakings in which they are interested 
jointly with other Companies, and for other 
purposes. (London and North Western 
Railway.) 


liv. An Act to enable the Manchester Sheffield 
and Lincolnshire Railway Company to make 
new Railways, to confer further powers upon 
that Company, the Cheshire Lines Committee, 
and the North Wales and Liverpool Railway 
Committee, to make further provision with 
reference to a Joint Station at Nottingham 
with the Great Northern Railway Company, 
to alter the name of the Company, to provide 
for the conversion of the Company’s Ordinary 
Stock, and for other purposes. (Greit Central 
Railway.) 


lv. An Act to empower the Mayor, Aldermen and 
Burgesses of the Borough of Neath in the 
County of Glamorgan to purchase the Tram- 
way Undertaking authorised by the Neath 
and District Tramways, Order 1873, to con- 
struct additional Tramways, and for other 
purposes. (Neath Corporation Tramways.) 


lvi. An Act to authorise the Lancashire Derby- 
shire and East Coast Railway Company to 
construct Branch Railways, acquire additional 
Lands and raise additional Capital in connec- 
tion with their Chesterfield and Lincoln 
Separate Undertaking, and for other purposes. 
(Lancashire Derbyshire and East Coast 
Railway.) 


P. lvii. An Act to confirm Provisional Orders 
made by the Local Government Board for 
Ireland under the Public Health (Ireland) 
Act 1878, relating to the Urban Sanitary 
District of Kilkenny and the Rural Sanitary 
District of Scariff. (Local Government Board 
Ore yD Provisional Orders Confirmation 

No. 1). 


Pp, lviii. An Act to confirma Provisional Order 
under the Burgh Police (Scotland) Act 1892, 
relating to Paisley Waterworks. (Paisley 
Waterworks Provisional Order Confirmation.) 


Pp. lix. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by one of Her Majesty’s Principal 
Secretaries of State for improving an Area 
situated in the Parishes of St. Mary-le-Strand, 
St. Clement Danes, St. Giles-in-the-Fields, 
and St. Martin-in-the-Fields in the County 
of London. (London (Clare Market, Strand) 
Provisional Order Confirmation.) 


Pp. lx. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
under the Public Health (Scotland) Act 1867, 
and the Acts amending the same relating to 
Clackmannan (Alloa and Tillicoultry) Water 
Supply. (Clackmannan (Alloa and Tilli- 


coultry) Water Order Confirmation.) 
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Roya Assent, 15th July 1897. 


P. An Act to confirm certain Provisional Orders 
made by the Board of Trade under the Electric 
Lighting Acts 1882 and 1888, relating to 
Garston, Hoylake and West Kirby, Ipswich, 
Morley, Wilmslow and Wrexham. (Electric 
Lighting Orders Confirmation (No. 1).) 


Pp. lxii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under the 
Electric Lighting Acts 1882 and 1888 relating 
to Darwen, Dundalk, Lincoln, Tonbridge, 
Ventnor and Wimbledon, (Electric Lighting 
Orders Confirmation (No. 2).) 


Pp. lxiii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under the 
Electric Lighting Acts 1882 and 1888 relating 
to Brighouse, Bury St. Edmunds, Dudley, 
Farnworth, Kearsley, Southampton and Wat- 
ford. (Electric Lighting Orders Confirmation 
(No. 3).) 


Pp. lxiv. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Board of Trade under the Electric 
Lighting Acts 1882 to 1890, relating to Leith. 
(Electric Lighting Order Confirmation (No 4) ) 

Pp. Ixv. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of ‘Trade under the 
Electric Lighting Acts 1882 and 1888, relating 
to Ambleside, Ballymena, Dorking, Llandrin- 
dod Wells, Redditch and Reigate. (Electric 
Lighting Orders Confirmation (No. 5).) 


Pp. lxvi. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under the 
Electric Lighting Acts 1882 and 1888, relating 
to Barking Town, Morecambe, Ramsbottom, 
Swadlincote and Wallasey. (Electric Lighting 
Orders Confirmation (No. 6).) 


Pp. Ixvii. An Act to annul an Order in Council 
confirming a Scheme relating to the Founda- 
tion known as the Berriew School. (Berriew 
School.) 

Pp. Ixviii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board 
relating to Buxton, Kingston - upon - Hull, 
Plymouth, Ramsgate (two), Southampton, 
Southend-on-Sea, Wallasey and West Ham. 
(Local Government Board’s Provisional Orders 
Confirmation (No. 2).) 


Pp. lxix. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board relat- 
ing to the Auckland-Shildon-and- Wellington, 
Bucklow, Honley-and-South-Crosland, and 
Wath - Swinton - Greasbrough - and - North- 
Rotherham United Districts. (Local Govern- 
ment Board’s Provisional Orders Confirmation 
(No. 4).) 


Pp. lxx. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board relat- 
ing to 3acup, Burnley, Middleton, Rhyl and 
Tiverton. (Local Government Board’s Pro- 
visional Orders Confirmation (No. 5).) 


P. Ixxi. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board relat- 
ing to Ashby-de-la-Zouch,Biggleswade(Rural), 
Bredbury - and - Romiley, Carlisle (Rural), 
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Cheadle-and-Gatley, Cricklade-and-Wootton- 
Basset (Rural), Exmouth, Heston-and-Isle- 
worth, Liverpool, Malling (Rural), and Settle 
(Rural). (Local Government Board’s Provi- 
sional Orders Confirmation (No. 6).) 


P. lxxii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board relat- 
ing to the Boroughs of Chelmsford, Nelson, 
Southend-on-Sea and West Bromwich. (Local 
Government Board’s Provisional Orders Con- 
firmation (No. 7).) 


Pp. Ixxiii. An Actto confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board relat- 
ing to the Counties of Buckingham and Staf- 
ford. (Local Government Board’s Provisional 
Orders Confirmation (No. 8).) 


Pp. lxxiv. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board relat- 
ing to Bath (two), Leatherhead, Luddenden- 
Foot, New- Windsor, Ogmore-and-Garw, and 
West Ham. (Local Government Board’s Pro- 
visional Orders Confirmation (No. 9).) 


Pp. xxv. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board relat- 
ing to the Counties of Bedford, Denbigh, Flint, 
Hereford, Hertford and Worcester. (Local 
Government Board’s Provisional Orders Con- 
firmation (No. 10).) 


Pp. Ixxvl. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
of the Local Government Board under the 
Gas and Water Works Facilities Act 1870 and 
the Public Health Act 1875, relating to Droit- 
wich. (Local Government Board’s Provisional 
Order Confirmation (Gas).) 


P. Ixxvii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board relat- 
ing to the Parishes of St. George the Martyr, 
Southwark,and St. James, Westminster. (Local 
Government Board’s Provisional Orders Con- 
firmation (Poor Law).) 


P. xxviii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under the 
General Pier and Harbour Act 1861, relating 
to Anstruther, Deal, Hunstanton and St. 
Andrews. (Pier and Harbour Orders Con- 
firmation (No. 1).) 


P. lxxix. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Board of Trade under the General 
Pier and Harbour Act 1861, relating to Killala. 
(Pier and Harbour Order Confirmation (No. 2).) 


P. lxxx. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under the 
General Pier and Harbour Act 1861, relating 
to Ilfracombe, Llandudno and Scrabster. (Pier 
and Harbour Orders Confirmation (No. 5).) 


P. Ixxxi. An Act to confirm Provisional Orders 
made by the Local Government Board for 
Ireland under the Public Health (Ireland) Act 
1878, relating to the Sanitary Districts of 
Limavady and Carrickmacross, (Local Govern 
ment Board (Ireland) Provisional Orders 
Confirmation (No. 2).) 

P. Ixxxii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board for 
Ireland, relating to Lurgan, Clonmel and 
Thurles. Local Government Board (Ireland) 
Provisional Order Confirmation(No. 8).) 
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Pp. Ixxxiii. An Act to confirm a Provisional 
Order of the Local Government Board for 
Ireland relating to the Borough of Waterford. 
(Local Government Board (Ireland) Provisional 
Order Confirmation (No. 4).) 


Pp. Ixxxiv. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board for 
Ireland relating to Limerick and Navan and 
the Unions of Roscommon and Midleton. 
(Local Government Board (Ireland) Provi- 
sional Orders Confirmation (No. 5).) 


Pp. Ixxxv. An Act to confirm a Provisional 
Order of the Local Government Board for 
Ireland relating to the Ballyshannon Union. 
(Local Government Board(Ireland)Provisional 
Order Confirmation (No.6).) 


Pp. lxxxvi. An Act to confirm a Provisional 
Order of the Local Government Board for 
Ireland relating to Belfast. (Local Government 
Board (Ireland) Provisional Order Confirma- 
tion (No. 7).) 


P lIxxxvii. An Act to amend the Liverpool 
Corporation Loans Act 1894 to confer further 
Powers on the Corporation of the City of Liver- 
pool with respect to the Northern Hospital, 
and for other purposes. (Liverpool Corporation 
Loans.) 


lxxxviii. An Act for incorporating and confer- 
ring powers on the Arundel Gas Company. 
(Arundel Gas.) 


lxxxix. An Act for conferring further powers on 
the Vale of Glamorgan Railway Company for 
the construction of works, the raising of money 
and otherwise in relation of their undertaking, 
and for other purposes. (Vale of Glamorgan 
Railway.) 


xc. An Act to increase the Share Capital of the 
Cordoba Central Railway Company Limited 
and to vary its regulations with regard to 
division of profits, and for other purposes. 
(Cordoba Central Railway Company (Ltd).) 


xci. An Act to remove doubts as to the power of 
the National Provident Institution to alter 
and add to its rules in certain respects. 
(National Provident Institution.) 


xcii. An Act to authorise the Mayor, Aldermen 
and Burgesses of the Borough of Bournemouth 
to acquire certain lands as a site for municipal 
and other buildings and to take a lease of 
certain adjacent lands and to confirm an 
agreement relating thereto, and for other 
purposes. (Bournemouth Corporation.) 


xciii. An Act to provide for the winding up and 
dissolution of the Guild of Literature and 
Art, and for other purposes. (Guild of 
Literature and Art (dissolution).) 


xciv. An Act to empower the Mayor, Aldermen 
and Burgesses of the Borough of Halifax to 
construct Tramways in the Borough, and for 
other purposes. (Halifax Corporation Tram- 
ways.) 
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xcv. An Act to confer further powers upon the 
Great Eastern Railway Company to authorise 
them to acquire the undertakings of the 
Downham and Stoke Ferry, Thetford and 
Watton, and Watton and Swaffham Railway 
Companies and for other purposes. (Great 
Eastern Railway (General Powers).) 


xevi. An Act to authorise the Luton Water 
Company to raise Additional Capital, and for 
other purposes. (Luton Water.) 


xcvii. An Act to enable the Tower Subway 
Company to sell their Subway under the 
Thames from Tower Hill to the opposite side 
of the River, and to dissolve the Company. 
(Tower Subway.) 


xeviii. An Act to empower the Commissioners 
of the Burgh of Borrowstounness to form and 
lay out a new road or street within the Burch, 
to confer powers on the Caledonian Railway 
Company with respect to parts of the North 
British Railway, and for other purposes. 
(Borrowstounness Town Improvement and 
Harbour.) 


xcix. AnAct to consolidate the Townships with- 
in the County Borough of Birkenhead and to 
transfer the ‘Township of Rock Ferry from the 
Wirral Union to the Birkenhead Union, to 
confer further powers on the Corporation of 
the Borough in relation to Ferries and Tram- 
ways and other matters, to authorise the Cor- 
poration to amend some of the Provisions of 
the Local Acts in force within the Borough, 
and for other purposes. (Birkenhead Cor- 
poration.) 


ce. An Act to authorise the Corporation of 
Birkenhead to purchase the Ferries across 
the River Mersey known as Rock Ferry and 
New Ferry, and for other purposes. 
(Birkenhead Corporation (Ferries).) 


ci. An Act to confer powers upon the Urban 
District Council of Hoylake and West Kirby, 
for the construction of Parades and a Marine 
Lake and for the Improvement of the Hoyle 
Lake, and to make better provision for the 
local government, health and improvement of 
the district, and for other purposes. (Hoylake 
and West Kirby Improvement.) 


cii. An Act to enable the Mayor, Aldermen 
and Citizens of the City of Sheffield to construct 
Street and Road Improvements and additional 
Tramways and, for other purposes. (Sheffield 
Corporation (Streets and Tramways).) 


ciii. An Act to enable the Mayor, Aldermen 
and Burgesses of the City of Bristol to 
construct for the purposes of their Dock 
Undertaking Railways and other Works in 
connection with the Harbour Railway of the 
Great Western Railway Company, and to 
confer powers on that Company with reference 
to the construction, maintenance, and use of 
certain of the said Railways, and for the 
conveyance of Traffic to and from their 
Harbour Railway, and for other purposes. 
(Bristol Dock.) 
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civ. An Act to authorise the Corporation of the 
City of Liverpool to acquire the Under- 
taking of the Liverpool United Tramways 
and Omnibus Company to confer powers on 
the Corporation for improving and working 
the undertaking and for borrowing money, 
and for other purposes. (Liverpool Corpora- 
tion Tramways.) 


ev. An Act to confer further powers upon and 
amend the Acts relating to the Rhondda and 
Swansea Bay Railway Company, and for 
other purposes. (Rhondda and Swansea Bay 
Railway.) 


evi. An Act to make provision for the establish- 
ment, management, and maintenance of the 
Dublin Eye and Ear Hospital, being the 
amalgamation of St. Mark’s Ophthalmic 
Hospital and Dispensary and the National 
Eye and Ear Infirmary, Ireland, all in the 
City of Dublin, and for other purposes. 
(Dublin Eye and Ear Hospital.) 


evii. An Act for making a Railway from the 
Tunbridge Wells and Hastings Branch of 
the South Eastern Railway at Crowhurst to 
Bexhill, and for other purposes. (Crowhurst, 
Sidley and Bexhill Railway.) 


eviii. An Act to confer further powers on the 
Manchester Ship Canal Company with 
respect to their Surplus Lands, and for other 
purposes. (Manchester Ship Canal.) 


cix. An Act to confer powers upon the 
Corporation of Carnarvon in relation to the 
Ferry between Carnarvon and Anglesea, the 
construction of a Pier and other Works for 
the purposes thereof, and for the construction 
of a Swing Bridge over the River Seiont, 
and for other purposes. (Carnarvon Cor- 
poration.) 


ex. An Act to confer further powers on the 
Lowestoft Water, Gas, and Market Company, 
to change the name of the Company, and for 
other purposes. (Lowestoft Water and Gas.) 


exi. An Act to confer further powers upon the 
Liverpool, St. Helens and South Lancashire 
Railway Company, and for other purposes. 
(Liverpool, St. Helens and South Lancashire 
Railway.) 


cxii. An Act to revive, extend and vary some of 
the powers of the Hastings Harbour Com- 
missioners, to confer further borrowing and 
other powers upon them, and for other 
purposes. (Hastings Harbour.) 


exiii. An Act for the commutation of the annual 
and other sums payable by the Corporation 
of the City of Liverpool and by the Church- 
wardens of the Parish of Liverpool in respect 
of certain Churches in the City, for the invest- 
ment and application of the Commutation 
Moneys, for the removal of the Churches of 
Saint George and Saint John and re-uniting 
their respective Districts to the Parish of 
Liverpool, and for making other provisions 
consequential on and relative to the above 
matters. (Liverpool City Churches.) 
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exiv. An Act to empower the Rathmines and 
Rathgar Improvement Commissioners to 
purchase and work certain Tramways of the 
Dublin United Tramways Company and to 
confer further powers on the Commissioners 
with respect to street widenings the acquisition 
of lands, the borrowing of moneys, and for other 
purposes. (Rathmines and Rathgar Township 
Tramways and Improvement.) 


exv. An Act to dissolve the Hunstanton Water 
Company Limited and the Hunstanton Gas 
Company Limited and to re-incorporate the 
proprietors therein as a new Company for the 
supply of Water and Gas to Hunstanton and 
par places in the county of Norfolk. 
(Hunstanton Water and Gas.) 


exvi. An Act to incorporate the Committee of 
Railway Companies associated under the 
Railway Clearing System and to enlarge the 
powers vested in that Committee, and for other 
purposes. (Railway Clearing Committee 
Incorporation.) 


‘xvii. An Actfor incorporating the Crowborough 
District Water Company and empowering 
them to construct works and supply water, 
and for other purposes. (Crowborough Dis- 
trict Water.) 


exviii. An Act to enable the Caledonian Railway 
Company to construct new Dock Works at 
Grangemouth and new Railways in the 
Counties of Lanark and Stirling, to confer 
further powers on them in respect to the 
acquisition of lands and other matters con- 
nected with their undertaking, and for other 
purposes. (Caledonian Railway.) 


exix. An Act to authorise the Easton and 
Church Hope Railway to issue New Preference 
Stock in substitution for existing First and 
Second Preference Shares, and for other 
purposes. (Easton and Church Hope Railway.) 


exx. An Act to incorporate the Railway Clearing 
System Superannuation Fund Association and 
to extend the objects of that Association, and 
for other purposes. (Railway Clearing System 
Superannuation Fund Incorporation.) 


exxi. An Act to make further Provision with 
respect to the Supply of Water by the 
Corporation of the City of Dublin, and for 
other purposes. (Dublin Corporation.) 


exxii, An Act to enable the Barry Railway 
Company to construct new Railways, and for 
other purposes. (Barry Railway.) 

exxiii. An Act to enable tbe Dublin, Wicklow 
and Wexford Railway Company to construct 
New Railways, Widenings and other Works, 
to confer further Powers with reference to 
the General Undertaking of the Company 
and with reference to the Separate Undertak- 
ing of the City of Dublin Junction Railways 
and for other purposes. (Dublin, Wicklow 
te) _—— Railway (Shillelagh Extension 

C.). 

exxiv. An Act for conferring further powers on 
the Eastbourne Waterworks Company for 
the construction of works and otherwise in 
relation to their undertaking, and for other 
purposes. (Eastbourne Waterworks.) 
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exxv. An Act to authorise the New Hunstanton 
Urban District Council to supply Water and 
Gas and to acquire the undertakings of the 
Hunstanton Water Company Limited and the 
Hunstanton Gas Company Limited. (New 
Hunstanton Water and Gas.) 


exxvi. An Act to authorise the Mayor, Aldermen 
and Burgesses of the Couuty Borough of 
Southampton to acquire the undertaking of 
the Southampton Tramways Company, and 
for other purposes. (Southampton Corporation 
Tramways.) 


exxvii. An Act to confer further powers upon 
the North British Railway Combany in con- 
nexion with their undertaking to amalgamate 
the Glasgow Yorker and Clydebank Railway 
Company and the Anstruther and St. Andrews 
Railway Company with the Company. and for 
other purposes. (North British Railway 
(General Powers).) 


exxviii. An Act to empower the Midland and 
South Western Junction Railway Company 
to convert and consolidate their Debenture 
Stocks, and for other purposes. (Midland and 
South Western Junction Railway.) 


exxix. An Act to empower the Lanarkshire and 
Ayrshire Railway Company to construct new 
Railways, and for other purposes. (Lanark- 
shlre and Ayrshire Railway.) 


exxx. An Act for conferring further powers 
on the Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway 
Company to provide for the transfer to 
that Company of the undertakings of the 
West Lancashire Railway Company and 
the Liverpool Southport and Preston Junc- 
tion Railway Company, to repeal certain 
powers granted to the Manchester, Sheffield 
and Lincolnshire Railway Company over 
those undertakings and the Lancashire 
and Yorkshire Railway, and for other pur- 
poses. (Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway.) 


exxxi. An Act for the incorporation of Com- 
missioners for Stromness Harbour Commis- 
sioners, for empowering them to construct new 
works, and for other purposes. (Stromness 
Harbour.) 


exxii. An Act to authorise the Sheffield District 
Railway Company to construct Branch Rail- 
ways in Sheffield connecting with the Midland 
Railway, and for other purposes. (Sheffield 
District Railway.) 


exxxiii. An Act for the dissolution of the 
Commission of Sewers of the City of London 
and to provide for the execution of the powers, 
authorities and duties of the Commissioners 
by the Common Council of the City, and for 
other purposes. (City of London Sewers.) 


exxxiv. An Act to enable the Mayor, Aldermen 
and Burgesses of the Borough of Bolton to 
construct additional Tramways in and adjacent 
to the Borough, to construct Highway and 
other works, to borrow Additional Moneys, and 
for other purposes. (Bolton Tramways and 
Improvement.) 





exxxv. An Act to confer further powers on the 
Great North of Scotland Railway Company 
as to the classification of their Ordinary Stocks 
and the provision of a Hotel. (Greit North 
of Scotland Railway.) 


exxxvi. An Act to authorise the Urban 
District Council of Malvern Link to supply 
Gas and to provide for the transfer of the 
undertaking of the Malvern Link Gas Com- 
pany Limited to the Council. (Malvern Link 
Gas.) 


Roya Assent, 6th August 1897. 


P. exxxvii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Governmemt Board 
relating to Brigg, Harrogate, Newport (Salop), 
Oswestry, Plymouth, Winslow and \\ orcester. 
(Local Government Board’s Provisional Orders 
Confirmation (No. 3).) 


P. exxxviii. An Act to confirm certain Pro- 
visional Orders of the Local Government 
Board relating to the Boroughs of Hartlepool, 
Totnes and West Hartlepool. (Loczl Govern- 
ment Board’s Provisional Orders Confirmation 
(No. 11).) 


P. exxxix. An Act toconfirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board relat- 
ing to the counties of Derby, Parts of Holland, 
Leicester and Norfolk, and to the Borough of 
Margate. (Local Government  Board’s 
Provisional Orders Confirmation (No. 12).) 


Pp. exl. An Aet to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board 
relating to the Clare-and-Bumpstead, the 
Luddenden-Foot and the Penybont United 
Districts, and to the Ports of Harwich, Milford 
and Wisbech. (Local Government Board’s 
Provisional Orders Confirmation (No. 13).) 


Pp. exli. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board 
relating to Chorley, Dover, East Stonehouse, 
Harrogate, St. Helens, Scarborough, and ‘Tun- 
bridge Wells. (Local Government Board’s 
Provisional Orders Confirmation (No. 14).) 


Pp. exlii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board relat- 
ing to Bradford (Yorks), Heywood, Liverpool, 
Nelson and Wigan (two). (Local Government 
Board’s Provisional Orters Confirmation 
(No. 15).) 


P. cxliii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders of the Local Government Board 
relating to Aberystwyth, Barrow-in-Furness, 
Birmingham Bootle and Swansea. (Local 
Government Board’s Provisional Orders Con- 
firmation (No. 16).) 


Pp. exliv. An Act to confirm a Provisional 
Order of the Local Government Board relating 
to the Borough of Hastings (Local Government 
Board’s Provisional Order Confirmation 
(No. 17).) 


Pp. cxlv. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
of the Local Government Board relating to 
the Borough of Blackburn. (Local Govern- 
ment Board’s Provisional Order Confirmation 
(No. 18).) 
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Pp. ecxlvi. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Education Department 
under the Elementary Education Acts 1870 
to 1893, to enable the School Boards for East 
Barnet, Linthwaite, Pembroke,Swansea, United 
District and Willesden to put in force the 
the Lands Clauses Acts. (Education Depart- 
ment Provisional Orders Confirmation 
(East Barnet, &c.).) 


Pp. exlvii. An Act to confirm a_ Provisional 
Order made} by the Education Department 
under the Elementary Education Act 1870, to 
enable the School Board for London to put in 
force the Lands Clauses Acts. (Education 
Department Provisional Order Confirmation 


(London).) 


P. exlviii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the General Pier and Harbour Act 1861, 
relating to Bangor, Clacton, Poole, Tenby and 
Walton-on-the-Naze. (Pier and Harbour 
Orders Confirmation (No. 3).) 


P. exlix. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the General Pier and Harbour Act 1861 
relating to Annan, Clacton and Whiting Bay. 
(Pier and Harbour Orders ConfirmationNo. 4.) 


Pp. cl. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 
made by the Board of Trade under the General 
Pier and Harbour Act1861,relating to Donegal. 
(Pier and Harbour Order Confirmation (No. 6) 


Pp. cli. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under the 
Tramways Act 1870, relating to Blackpool 
Corporation Tramways, Manchester, Carriage 
and Tramways Company’s Tramways, Man- 
chester Corporation Tramways, Moss Side 
Tramways and Withington District Tram- 
ways. (Tramways Orders Confirmation 
(No. 1).) 


P. clii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the Tramways Act 1870, relating to Great 
Grimsby Street Tramways Extension, Hud- 
dersfield Corporation Tramways, Morecambe 
Urban District Council Tramways, Perth and 
District Tramways (Extensions), and Stirling 
and Bridge of Allan Tramways Extension. 
(Tramways Orders Confirmation (No. 2).) 


P. cliii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under the 
Tramways Act 1870, relating to Middles- 
brough, Stockton-on-Tees and Tnornaby 
Tramways, Yarmouth and Gorleston Tram- 
ways Extension, and York Tramways, 
(Tramways Orders Confirmation (No. 3).) 


P. cliv. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under the 
Gas and Water Works Facilities Act 1870, 
relating to Hoylake and West Kirby Gas, 
Killamarsh Gas, Sedberg and Westbury Gas, 
(Gas Orders Confirmation (No. 1).) 


P. clv. An Act tu confirm certain Provisional 
Orders made by the Board of Trade under the 
under the Gas and Water Works Facilities 
Act 1870, relating to Cradley Heath Gas, 
and Wimborne Minster Gas. (Gas Orders 
Confirmation (No. 2).) 
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Pp. clvi. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 


Orders made by the Board of Trade under the 
Gas and Water Works Facilities Act 1870, 
relating to Barton-upon-Humber Water, 
Bridge of Allan Water, Frith Hill, Godalming 
and Farncombe Water, Gosport Water, New- 
market Water, Koyston Water and Steyning 
and District Water. (Waters Orders Contirma- 
tion.) 


An Act to confirm a Provisional 
Order made by the Board of Trade under the 
Merchant Shipping Act 1894, relating to 
Rosslare (Pilotage District of Wexford). 
(Pilotage Order Confirmation.) 


confirm a Provisional 
Order under the Public Health (Scotland) 
Act 1867, and the Acts amending the same 
relating to Borrowstounness Water Supply. 
(Borrowstounness Water Order Contirma- 
tion.) 


Pf, clix. An Act to confirm a Provisional 


Order under the Public Health (Scotland) 
Act 1867, and the Acts amending the same 
relating to Duntocher and Dalmuir Water 
Supply. (Duntocher and Dalmuir Water 
Order Confirmation.) 


Pf, clx. An Act to ‘confirm certain Provisional 


Orders made by the Board of Trade under the 
Electric Lighting Acts 1882 and _ 1888, 
relating to Denton, Droylsden, Levenshulme, 


Moss Side, Stretford and Withington. 
(Electric Lighting Orders Confirmation 
(No. 7).) 


Pp, clxi. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 


Orders made by the Board of 'Trade under the 
Electric Lighting Acts 1882 and 1888, 
relating to Bangor, Bexhill, Epsom , Galway 
and Northwich. (Electric Lighting Orders 
Confirmation (No. 8).) 


Pf, clxii. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 


Orders made by the Board of Trade under 
the Electric Lighting Acts 1882 and 1888, 
relating (1) St. George’s-in-the-East, Mile 
End Old Town, and Limehouse (2) Holborn, 
Liberty of Charterhouse and Shoreditch (3) 
Fulham and (4) Westminster. (Electric 
Lighting Orders Confirmation (No. 9).) 


Pf. clxiii. An Act to confirm certain Provi- 


sional Orders made by the Board of Trade 
under the Electric Lighting Acts 1882 and 
1888, relating to Newmarket and Poole and 
Branksome. (Electric Lighting Orders Con- 
firmation (No. 10).) 


Pf, clxiv. An Act to confirm certain Provisional 


Orders made by the Board of Trade under the 
Electric Lighting Acts 1882 and 1888, 
relating to Blackheath and Greenwich 
District and Newington. (Electric Lighting 
Orders Confirmation (No. 11).) 


Pp, clxv. An Act to confirm a Provisional Order 


made by one of Her Majesty’s Principal 
Secretaries of State under the the Housing 
of the Working Classes Act 1890, relating to 
Lands in Green Street in the Parish of 
St. George the Martyr, Southwark. (London 
(Green Street, Southwark) Provisional Order 
Confirmation.) 
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Pp, clxvi. An Act to enable Her Majesty’s 
Postmaster-General to acquire Lands in 
London, Brighton, Norwich, Plymouth, 


Southampton, Oban and Cork for the Public 
Service, and for other purposes. (Post 
Office (Sites).) 


elxvii. An Act to confer further powers upon 
the London and South Western Railway 
Company with respect to their own under- 
taking and to confirm an Agreement for the 
working by the Company of the Torrington 
and Okehampton Railway and to confer upon 
the Company and the Waterloo and City and 
the London Brighton and South Coast Rail- 
way Companies further powers with respect to 
undertakings in which they are jointly 
interested, and for other purposes. (South 
Western Railway (Various Powers).) 


elxviii. An Act to confer further powers upon the 
Mayor, Aldermen and Burgesses of the 
Borough of Newport with respect to Water- 
works, and for other purposes. (Newport 
Corporation.) 


clxix. An Act to authorise the abandonment of 
the Llandilo Loop and the Construction of 
new Railways in the counties of Pembroke 
and Carmarthen, and for other purposes. 
(North Pembrokeshire and Fishguard 
Railway.) 


clxx. An Act to confer further powers upon the |* 


Mersey Docks and Harbour Board, and for 
other purposes. (Mersey Docks.) 


elxxi. An Act for incorporating the Glasgow 
and South Western Company and authorising 
the construction of Railways in the Counties of 
Renfrew, and Lanark, and for other purposes. 
(Glasgow and Renfrew District Railway.) 


elxxii. An Act for couferring further powers on 
the Glasgow and South Western Railway 
Company for the construction of works and 
the acquisition of lands for consolidating and 
converting their Preference and Ordinary 
Stocks, and for other purposes. (Glasgow and 
South Western Railway.) 


elxxiii. An Act for incorporating and conferring 
powers upon the Tuxford and District Gas 
Light and Coke Company. (Tuxford and 
District Gas.) 


elxxiv. An Act for making a Light Railway 
between Aberystwyth and Devil’s Bridge in 
the County of Cardigan, and for other pur- 
poses. (Vale of Rheidol (Light) Railway.) 


clxxv. An Act to authorise the construction of 
Railways in the county of Renfrew. (Paisley 
and Barrhead District Railway.) 


elxxvi. An Act to authorise the Newry Naviga- 
tion Company to consolidate and convert their 
Mortgage Debt and for other purposes. 
(Newry Navigation.) 


elxxvii. An Act to empower the Taff Vale 
Railway Company to construct a new Rail- 
—_ and other Works and acquire Lands, 
and for other purposes. (Taff Vale Railway.) 
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clxxviii. An Act to enable the Mayor, Alder- 
men and Burgesses of the Borough of Deal 
and the Urban District Council of Walmer 
to acquire the undertaking of the Company 
of Proprietors of the Deal Waterworks to 
vest such undertaking partly in a Joint 
Board and partly in each of the said Local 
Authorities, to authorise the said Authorities 
respectively to supply their own districts and 
the neighbourhoods thereof respectively, and 
for other purposes. (Deal and Walmer 
Water.) 


clxxix. An Act to empower the Callander and 
Oban Railway Company to construct new 
Railways and Works in the county of Argyle, 
and for other purposes. (Callander and 
Oban Railway.) 


elxxx. An Act to authorise the Urban District 
Council of Cirencester to purchase the under- 
taking of the Cirencester Waterworks Com- 
pany Limited and to supply water throughout 
the district and the adjoining parish of 
Stratton. (Cirencester Water.) 


clxxxi. An Act for making further and better 
provision in regard to the Water Supply and 
thesimprovement, health, and good government 
of the Borough of Colne, and for other 
purposes. (Colne Corporation.) 


clxxxii. An Act to empower the Midland and 
Great Northern Railways Joint Committee to 
construct a Railway at Great Yarmouth and 
other Works and to aequire lands and for 
other purposes. (Midland and _ Great 
Northern Joint Committee.) 


clxxxiii. An Act to confer additional powers 
upon the Midland Railway Company for the 
construction of Works and the acquisition of 
Lands to empower that Company and the 
London Tilbury and Southend Railway Com- 
pany, to guarantee the capital of the 
Tottenham and Forest Gate Railway Com- 
pany to authorise agreements between the 
Midland Railway Company, the Lancashire, 
Derbyshire and East Coast Railway Company, 
and the Sheffield District Railway Company, 
and to vest in the Midland Railway 
Company the undertaking of the Kettering, 
Thrapston, and Huntingdon Railway Com- 
pany, to authorise the re-arrangement and 
consolidation of the existing capital of the 
Midland Railway Company, and for other 
purposes. (Midland Railway.) 


elxxxiv. An Act to extend the powers of the 
Mayor, Aldermen and Burgesses of the 
Borough of Newark with respect to their 
supply of Water, and for other purposes. 
(Newark Corporation Waterworks.) 


elxxxv. An Act to empower the Llandudno 
Urban District Council to acquire the under- 
taking of the Great Orme’s Head Marine 
Drive Company to make further provisions 
for the good government of Llandudno and 
for other purposes. (Llandudno Urban 
District Council.) 


elxxxvi. An Act for supplying with Water the 
Parishes of St. Neot’s and Eynesbury in the 
County of 
Water.) 


Huntingdon. (Saint Neot’s 
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elxxxvii. An Act to authorise the Swadlincote 
District Urban District Council to supply 
Gas and to provide for the transfer of the 
undertaking of the Swadlincote Gas and 
Coke Company Limited to the said Council, 
and for other purposes. (Swadlincote District 
Gas.) 


elxxxviii. An Act to provide for the surrender 
of the lease of the Alexandra (Newport and 
South Wales) Docks and Railway Company’s 
Undertaking to the Newport (Alexandra) 
Dock Company Limited and to authorise the 
transfer to the Company of the Pontypridd, 
Caerphilly and Newport Railway, and for 
other purposes. (Alexandra (Newport and 
South Wales) Docks and Railway.) 


clxxxix. An Act to confer further powers on 
the Belfast City and District Water Com- 
missioners. (Belfast Water.) 


exc. An Act to enable the North London 
Railway Company to improve the access to 
the Poplar Dock, and for other purposes. 
(North London Railway ) 


exci. An Act to empower the Great Western 
Railway Company to make new Railways 
and Works at Bristol, and for other purposes. 
(Great Western Railway (Bristol Lines).) 


excii. An Act for incorporating the Brompton 
and Piccadilly Circus Railway Company and 
for empowering them to construct an Under- 
ground Railway from Piccadilly Circus to 
South Kensington, and for other purposes. 
(Brompton and Piccadilly Circus Railway.) 


exciii. An Act to extend the powers for the 
purchase of land and the time for the com- 
pletion of the Railway authorised by the 
Great Northern and City Railway Act 1892, 
and to amend some of the provisions of the 
Act, (Great Northern and City Railway.) 


exciv. An Act to extend the time for the com- 
pletion of the Pier and Works authorised by 
the Weston-super-Mare Grand Pier 1893, 
and for other purposes. (Weston-super- Mare 
Grand Pier.) 


excv. An Act for making a Railway from 
Skipton to Grassington in the West Riding of 
the County of York, and for other purposes. 
(Yorkshire Dales Railway (Skipton to 
Grassington).) 


exevi. An Act to constitute a Conservancy Board 
for the Port and Harbour of King’s Lynn to 
transfer to, and vest in such Board the powers 
of the Corporation of King’s Lynn relating to 
the Port and Harbour, and all the Powers and 
Property of the Harbour Mooring, or Pilot 
Commissioners of the Port, and of the body 
known as Select Trustees, appointed under the 
Kau Brink Act 1831, and for other purposes. 
(King’s Lynn Conservancy.) 

exevil. An Act for enabling the City and Burgh 
of Dundee to borrow additional money for 
their Gas undertaking, and to extend their 
Electric Lighting area, and for amending and 
extending the improvement and other Acts 
applicable to the city and burgh, and for other 
purposes. (Dundee Corporation.) 
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excviii. An Act to authorise the East London 
Waterworks Company to execute further 
works, and to raise further money in order 
to enable them to fulfil their statutory obliga- 
tions relating to the supply of water or other- 
wise, and to meet the increased demand for 
water within their district, to confer further 
powers upon and make further provision 
with respect to the undertaking of the Com- 
pany, and for other purposes. (Kast London 
Waterworks.) 


excix. An Act to empower the Mayor, Aldermen 
and Citizens of the City of Leeds, to acquire 
Lands for the purpose of protecting their 
waters and waterworks from pollution, for the 
construction of Tramways and Street Improve- 
ments, and for other purposes. (Leeds Corpora- 
tion.) 


ec. An Act to empower the Corporation of Not- 
tingham to construct additional Waterworks, 
and for other purposes. (Nottingham Corpora- 
tion Water.) 

eci. An Act to enable the Dublin, Wicklow, and 
Wexford Railway Company to construct 
Railways between New Ross and Waterford 
in the Counties of Kilkenny and Waterford, 
and for other purposes. (Dublin, Wicklow, and 
Wexford Railway. (New Ross and Waterford 
Extension).) 


ecii. An Act for making a Railway in and near 
the Town of Hastings, and a Parade or Road- 
way and Seawall, and for other purposes. 
(Hastings Harbour District Railway.) 


ceciii. An Act to extend the time for the com- 
pulsory purchase of Lands for and for the 
Completion of the Birmingham, North War- 
wickshire, and Stratford-upon-Avon Railway, 
and for other purposes. (Birmingham, North 
Warwickshire, and Stratford-upon-Avon Rail- 
way.) 


eciv. An Act to make provision with respect to 
the construction and purchase of Piers by the 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgesses of the 
Borough of Great Yarmouth, and in regard 
to the health, local government, and improve- 
ment of the said borough, and for other pur- 
poses. (Great Yarmouth Corporation.) 


ccv. An Act to confer upon the Mayor, Aldermen, 
and Burgesses of the Borough of Pwllheli 
powers in regard to the Harbour, Markets and 
Water Supply of the said borough, and for 
other purposes. (Pwllheli Corporation.) 


ccvi. An Act for extending the limits of supply 
of the Company of Proprietors of the Wey- 
mouth Waterworks, and for conferring further 
powers on that Company, for the con- 
struction of Works, and the raising of Capital, 
and for other purposes. (Weymouth Water- 
works.) 

cevii. An Act for empowering the Bute Docks 
Company to construct certain Railways, for 
conferring upon that Company certain run- 
ning powers, for empowering them to con- 
struct a Low Water Pier, for changing the 
name of the Company, and for authorising 
the Company to raise additional Capital, and 
for other purposes. (Cardiff Railway.) 
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ceviii. An Act to authorise the Great Northern 
Railway Company (Ireland) toconstruct Tram- 
ways and Tramroads from Sutton to Howth, 
to acquire and maintain Hotels and Refresh- 
ment rooms, and for other purposes. (Great 
Northern Railway (Ireland).\ 


ecix. An Act for empowering the Tyne Improve- 
ment Commissioners to create and issue Stock 
and for the completion of works, and for 
amending certain of the provisions of the 
Tyne Improvement Acts 1850 to 1890, and 
for other purposes. (Tyne Improvement.) 


ecx. An Act to empower the Mayor, Aldermen, 
and Burgesses of the Borough of Tynemouth 
in the County of Northumberland to supply 
water to the Borough of Tynemouth and 
adjacent places, to acquire the undertaking of 
the Company of Proprietors of the North 
Shields Waterworks, and for other purposes. 
(Tynemouth Corporation (Water).) 


ecxi. An Act to authorise the sale of the Church 
of Christchurch, and the sale of the Church 
of St. Peter with the school thereof, (all in the 
city of Birmingham) and the application of 
the proceeds of sale to the provision of new 
Churches and schools in the suburbs of 
Birmingham, to merge the Ecclesiastical 
Parishes or Districts of Christchurch and St. 
Peter in the Ecclesiastical Parish of St. Philip, 
to amend the St Martin’s Rectory, Birmingham 
Act 1893, and for other purposes. (Birming- 
ham Churches.) 


ecxii. An Act to enable the Gravesend and 
Milton Waterworks Company to raise ad- 
ditional Capital, and for other purposes. 
(Gravesend and Milton Waterworks.) 


ecxiii. An Act to confer further powers on the 
Didcot, Newbury, and Southampton Railway 
Company. (Didcot, Newbury, and Southamp- 
ton Railway.) 


eexiv. An Act to confirm an Agreement for the 
transfer of the Undertaking of the East 
Warwickshire Waterworks Company to the 
Urban District Council of Nuneaton and 
Chilvers Coton, and to enable the Council 
to construct additional Waterworks, and for 
other purposes. (East Warwickshire Water- 
works). 


ecxv. An Act to enable the Corporation of 
Glasgow to effect further improvements 
within the city, to lease and work the Vale 
of Clyde or Govan Tramways and the Glasgow 
and Ibrox Tramway, toconstruct new Tram- 
ways and for other purposes. (Glasgow 
Corporation (Improvements and General 
Powers.).) 


eexvi. An Act to authorise the Highland Rail- 
way Company to construct Railways being 
partly doubling or widening of their existing 
Railway, to acquire additional lands, to revive 
the powers and extend the time limited by 
certain Acts for the completion of Works, to 
raise further capital, andfor other purposes. 
(Highland Railway (Additional Powers).) 





ecxvii. An Act to confer further powers upon 
the Invergarry and Fort Augustus Railway 
Company. (Invergarry and Fort Angustus 
Railway.) 


ecxviii. An Act to extend the limits for the 
Supply of Gas and Water by the Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Burgesses of the County 
Borough of Leicester, and to make further and 
better provision in relation to the local 
government of the said borough and for 
other purposes. (Leicester Corporation.) 


eexix. An Act for incorporating the Lochearn- 
head,St. Fillans,and Comrie Railway Company 
and authorising the construction of a Railway 
from Lochearnhead to Comrie in the County 
of Perth, and for other purposes. (Lochearn- 
head, St Fillans, and Comrie Railway.) 


ecxx. An Act to regulate the expenditure of 
Money by the London County Council on 
Capital Account during the current financial 
period and the raising of Money to meet such 
expenditure. (London County Council 
(Money).) 


ecxxi. An Act for making a Railway in the 
County of Fife to be called the Newburgh and 
North Fife Railway, and for other purposes. 
(Newburgh and North Fife Railway.) 


eexxii. An Act to confer further powers upon 
the Governor and Company of the New River 
brought from Chadwell and Amwell to London 
commonly called the New River Company, for 
the execution of New Works and the raising 
of further Money, and for other purposes. 


cexxiii. An Act to confer additional powers 
upon the North Eastern Railway Company, 
for the construction of Dock Works at 
Middlesborough, new Railways and _ other 
Works and the acquisition of additional lands, 
and for other purposes. (North Eastern Rail- 
way.) 


ecxxiv. An Act to empower the London County 
Souncil to make a Subway under the River 
‘Thames between Greenwich and Milwall, snd 
for other purposes. (Thames Tunnel (Green- 
wich to Milwall.).) 


ecxxv. An Act for the making and maintaining 
of the Woodhouse and Conisbrough Railway, 
and for other purposes. (Woodhouse and 
Conisbrough Railway.) 


eexxvi. An Act for conferring further powers 
upon the Swansea Improvements and Tram- 
ways Company, with respect to their Tram- 
ways undertaking, and for other purposes. 
(Swansea Improvements and Tramways.) 


eexxvii. An Act for conferring further powers 
on the South Eastern Railway Company, and 
for other purposes. (South Eastern Railway.) 


cexxviii. An Act to enable the Benefices of 
Baldock and Bygrave in the diocese of St. 
Albans to be united. (Baldock and Bygrave 
Benifices Union.) 


cexxix. An Act to extend the Period for the 
completion of the Waterworks authorised by 
the Rhymney Valley (jas and Water Act 1892. 
(Rhymney Valley Gas and Water.) 
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eexxx. An Act to extend the City and County 
of Bristol, and for other purposes. (Bristol 
Corporation.) 


exxxi. An Act to constitute and incorporate a 
Joint Water Board consisting of representa- 
tives from the Councils of the Borough of 
Blackpool and the Urban Districts of Fleet- 
wood, Lytham, and St. Anne’s-on-the-Sea, all 
in the County Palatine of Lancaster, and to 
transfer to and vest in such Board the under- 
taking of the Fylde Waterworks Company, 
and for oth purposes, (Fylde Waterworks 
Transfer.) 


eexxxli. An Act for conferring further powers 
on the Harrogate Waterworks Company for 
the construction of works and the raising 
of capital, and for other purposes. (Harrogate 
Waterworks.) 


ecxxxili. An Act to confirm an agreement 
made between Albemarle Cator and others 
and the South Eastern Railway Company. 


(South Eastern Railway (Confirmation of Cator 
Agreement).) 


eexxxiv. An Act for incorporating the Lincoln 
and East Coast Railway and Dock Company, 
to transfer to the Company some of the powers 
of the Lancashire, Derbyshire, and East Coast 
Railway Company, toconstruct and maintain 
Railways and works, and to transfer to the 
Company certain portions of the undertakings 
of the said company, including the North Sea 
Fisheries (East Lincolnshire) Harbour and 
Dock, together with the powers of the Lanca- 
shire, Derbyshire, and East Coast Company 
in relation thereto, to confer additional powers 
upon the Company with reference to the 
portions of the undertaking transferred to 
them, and for other purposes. (Lincoln and 
East Coast Railway and Dock.) 


eexxxv. An Act to empower the Dublin United 
Tramways Company to construct new Tram- 
ways, and for other purposes. (Dublin United 
Tramways (New Lines).) 


ecxxxvi. An Act to authorise the use of 
Electrical Power on the Tramways of the 
Dublin United ‘Tramways Company, and for 
other purposes. (Dublin United Tramways 
(Electrical Power).) 


cexxxvii. An Act to authorise the Mayor, 
Aldermen, and Burgesses of the Borough of 
Harrogate to purchase the undertaking of 
the Harrogate Waterworks Company, and for 
other purposes. (Harrogate Corporation 
(Waterworks Transfer).) 


eexxxvili. An Act to confer further powers 
upon the Corporation of Nottingham with 
respect to Street Improvements, Tramways 
and various matters of local government, and 
for other purposes. (Nottingham Improve- 
ment.) 


ecxxxix. An Act for empowering the North 
Metropolitan Tramways Company to construct 
New ‘Tramways in the Counties of London, 
Essex, and Middlesex, for confira.ing certain 
Agreements between that Company and the 
London Street Tramways Company, and the 


LOCAL ACTS. 
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sale and purchase and leasing, working and 
using of Tramways, and for other purposes. 
(North Metropolitan Tramways.) 


eexl. An Act for incorporating the Weston 


super-Mare Tramways Company and author- 
ising them to make and maintain Tramways 


and other Works at Weston-super-Mare, 
and for other purposes. (Weston-super-Mare 
Tramways.) 


ecxli. An Act to confer further powers upon 


the Mayor, Aldermen, and Citizens of the City 
of Manchester in the County of Lancaster for 
the construction of Works and the Acquisition 
of Lands to enable them to work and use 
their Tramways by means of electrical or 
other mechanical power, to enlarge their 
powers as to the supply of electricity, to alter 
their corporate title, and for other purposes. 
(Manchester Corporation.) 


cexlii. An Act to empower the London County 
Council to make a new Street and Street 
Improvements in the Administrative County 
of London. (London County Council (Improve- 
ments).) 


eexliii. An Act for incorporating the Dearne 
Valley Railway Company and for other 
purposes. (Dearne Valley Railway.) 


cexliv. An Act to confer certain powers upon 
the Southwark and Vauxhall Water Com- 
pany. (Southwark and Vauxhall Water.) 

eexly. An Act for incorporating the Hull and 
South Yorkshire Extension Railway Company, 
and for other purposes. (Hull and South 
Yorkshire Extension Railway.) 


eexlvi. An Act to incorporate the Coventry 
Electric Tramways Company and to empower 
that Company to make and maintain Tram- 
ways and for other purposes. (Coventry 
Electric Tramways.) 


eexlvii. An Act for empowering the Metropolitan 
District Railway Company to construct an 
Underground Railway from near Earls 
Court Station to the Mansion House Station, 
City, to authorise them to work that Railway 
and their existing railway by electricity, to 
extend the time limited for the completion of 
the Acton Junction Railway of the Company 
and for the compulsory purchase of lands for 
and for the completion of the Ealing and 
South Harrow Railway,and for other purposes. 
(Metropolitan District Railway). 


eexlviii. An Act for conferring further powers 
upon the Great Western Railway Company 
in respect of their own undertaking and upon 
that Company and the London and North 


Western Railway Company in respect of 
undertakings in which they are jointly 


interested, and upon the Lambourn Valley 
Railway Company in respect of their under- 
taking for amalgamating the Buckfastleigh, 
Totnes, and South Devon, Kington and 
Eardisley, Woodstock, Banbury and Chelten- 
ham, Direct Pembroke and Tenby, Nantwich 
and Market Drayton, Minehead and Great 
Marlow Railway Companies with the Great 





London County Council with respect to the | 


| 
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Western Railway Company and for other 
purposes. (Great Western Railway (Addi- 
tional Powers).) 


ecxlix. An Act for extending the Boundaries of 
the City and County of Kingston-upon-Hull, 
for conferring on the Corporation power to 
construct a new Bridge over the river Hull 
and power to make new Streets, and further 
powers with respect to a Crematory, Rating, 
the supply of Gas and other matters, for 
consolidating the provision of the Water Acts 
and Orders now in force in the City and 
County and for other purposes. (Kingston- 
upon-Hull Corporation.) 


ecl. An Act to authorise the acquisition of Lands 
known as Churchyard Bottom Wood, High- 
gate, for the purposes of a public open space. 
(Highgate Woods Preservation.) 


ecli. An Act for incorporating the Watford, 
Edgware, and London Railway Company 
and forempowering them to construct Rail- 
ways from Watford in the County of Hertford 
to Edgware in the County of Middlesex, and for 
other purposes. (Watford, Edgware, and 
London Railway.) 


eclii. An Acf*to empower the London County 
Council to make certain Street Improvements 
and to purchase Lands for various purposes, 
to make provision for contributions in certain 
cases by Local Authorities and as to the 
admission of Sewage into the Metropolitan 
Main Drainage System from a portion of East 
Ham in the County of Essex, and for other 
purposes. London County Council (General 
Powers).) 


ecliii. An Act for authorising the City of 
Birmingham Tramways Company Limited, 
to construct additional Tramways, and for 
other purposes. (City of Birmingham Tram- 
ways.) 


ecliv. An Act to Incorporate the Norwich 
Electric Tramways Company and to empower 
that Company to make and maintain Tram- 
ways, and for other purposes. (Norwich 
Electric Tramways.) 
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eclv. An Act to enable the Mayor, Aldermen 
and Burgesses of the County Borough of Sal- 
ford to construct additional Tramways, to 
make a Street Improvement, and to raise 
additional Moneys by mortgage, and by the 
creation and issue of Stock, and to make further 
provisions with respect to Booth’s Charities 
and for the good government of the Borough. 
(Salford Corporation.) 


eclvi. An Act for incorporating the Harrow and 
Uxbridge Railway Company, and authorising 
them to construct a Railway in the County of 
Middlesex, and for other purposes. (Harrow 
and Uxbridge Railway.) 


eelvii. An Act for making a Railway to be called 
the Whitechapel and Bow Railway, and for 
other purposes. (Whitechapel and Bow Rail- 
way.) 


eclviii. An Act to incorporate Harbour Commis- 
sioners for the Harbour and Roads of Cowes in 
the Isle of Wight, to define the limits of the 
Harbour and Roads, to vest the Harbour in the 
Commissioners, and to confer upon them 
powers for the improvement, maintenance, 
and regulation of the Harbour and Roads, and 
for other purposes. (Cowes Harbour.) 


eclix. An Act for conferring further powers on 
the Urban District Council of Colwyn Bay 
and Colwyn, and for making further and 
better provisions for the improvement, health, 
and local government of the Urban District 
of Colwyn Bay and Colwyn, and for other 
purposes. (Colwyn Bay and Colwyn Urban 
District Council.) 


eclx. An Act to authorise the Mayor, Aldermen 
and Citizens of the City of Bradford in the 
County of York, to construct additional Tram- 
ways, to consolidate the Townships in the City, 
to extend the Bradford Union, to make better 
provision for the health, local government, and 
improvement of the city, and for other 
purposes. (Bradford Tramways and Improve- 
ment.) 











BILLS DEALT WITH IN SESSION 1897. 





Title of Bill. 


Aberbrothwick Harbour ... 
Access to Mountains (Scotland) .. 
Accountants ; 
Accountants (Scotland) 
Agricultural Holdings... 
Agricultural Produce (Marks) 


Progress. 


Royal] Assent, June 3. 

Read 1°, Jan. 22 

Withdrawn, June 1. 
Withdrawn, June 1. 

Read 1°, Jan. 22. 

Read 2°, and Committed, 





April 7. 
Agriculture and Indusiries (Ireland) Withdrawn, May 24. 


Alexandra and Newport bina Wales) Docks 


and Railway... Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Aliens oe a ene aes ... Read 1°, Jan. 22. 
Allotments (London) ne ... Read 14, April 5. 
Appeal in Certain Civil Matters ‘(Ireland) ... Royal Assent, June 3. 
Appointment of High Sheriffs (Ireland)... .-- Read 1°, Feb. 26. 
Archdeaconry of Cornwall Royal Assent, June 3. 
Archdeaconry of London (Additional Endow- 

ments) ... one . Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Army Annual ae was i evs ... Royal Assent, Mar. 29. 
Arundel Gas ni on Royal Assent, July 15. 


Ashford Urban District Ges 


Royal Assent, June 3. 
Assam Railways and Trading Company... 


Royal Assent, June 3. 


Assistant County ei ors(Ireland) ... ... Read 1°, Jan. 22. 
Bakehouses ; ae ... Read 1°, Mar. 9. 
Baldock and Bygrave Benefices Union. ... ... Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Barry Railway _... eee on coe ... Royal Assent, July 15. 
Belfast Water 6 one nat on ... Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Benefices ... = ses es ... Read 1°, Jan. 22. 
Benefices (No. 3). eve on nen ... Read 1°, Jan. 22. 
Berriew School _.. ae woe ... Royal Assent, July 15. 
Betting Act (1853) Repeal is ae ... Read 19, June 1. 
Bicycles (Ireland) .. owe fen ... Withdrawn, July 26. 


Birkenhead Corporation 

Birkenhead Corporation (Ferries) 

Birmingham Churches 

Birmingham City Tramways , 

Birmingham, North Warwickshire, ‘and Stratford- 


Royal Assent, July 15. 
Royal Assent, July 15. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 


upon- Avon Railway... Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Birmingham, Tame, and Rea District Drainage 

Board... Royal Assent, June 3. 
Boards of Guardians and ‘Labourers (Ireland) .. Debate on Second Reading, 

April 7. 

Boiler Inspection and Registration oleh ... Read ie, Jan. 22. 
Bolton Tramways and Improvement ... Royal Assent, July 15. 
Borough Funds... — oe os ... Read 1°, Jan. 22 
Borough Justices’ Clerks ... , ae ... Read 1°, Feb. 17. 


Borrowstounness Town and Harbour Royal Assent, July 15. 








BILLS DEALT WITH IN SESSION 1897. 
Title of Bill. 


Borrowstounness Water Provisional Order 


Bournemouth Corporation 


Bradford Corporation Tramways. and ‘Improve- 


ment 


Bray and ran Railway (Extension. of Time) 


Bristol Corporation saints 
Bristol Extension ... 
Bristol Tramways ... 


Brompton and Piccadilly Circus Railway 
Building Feus and Leases (Scotland) 
Burial Grounds Loans (Scotland) 


Burials 


Burials Joint Committees... 
Bute Docks, Cardiff 
Caledonian Railway ; 
Callander and Oban Railway 


Canals and Navigable Rivers (Ireland) ... 


Canals Protection (London) 
Carnarvon Corporation 
Cemeteries Rating... 


Chaff-cutting Machines (Accidents) di 
Charing Cross, Euston, and Hampstead Railway 


Chelsea Water Purchase ... 
Chichester Corporation Water 


Christ Church Inclosure Allotments 


Church Patronage Transfer 


Church Patronage Transfer [1.1 ¥ 


Cirencester Water 


City of London (Inclusion « of Southwark) 


City of London Sewers 


Clackmannan (Alloa and Tillieoultry) Water 


Supply Provisional Order 


Cleansing of Persons 


Coal Mines ‘Regulation 
Colne Corporation vee 
Colonial Solicitors . 


Clyde Navigation (Extension of Time) . 


Colwyn Bay and Colwyn Urban District Council 


Commons (Regulation) 
Companies ... 


Congested Districts Board (Ireland) chia 


Purchase Powers) 
Congested Districts (Scotl: and) 


Consolidated Fund ee 


Consolidated Fund (No. 1) 
Constabulary (Ireland) oi L. | 
Conveyancing ne 


Copyright (Amendment) .. 


Cordoba Central Railway Company 


Corn Sales 


Cottage Homes 
Cotton Cloth Factories 


Coroners’ Inquests ( (Railway Fatalities)... ' 


Cotton Cloth, and other Factories 


Progress. 


Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Qoyal Assent, July 15. 


Royal Assent, Ang. 6. 

Royal Assent, June 3. 

Royal Assent, July 15. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 

Royal Assent, June 3. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 6 
Withdrawn, June 21. 
Withdrawn, July 31. 

Second Reading Negatived, 

Feb. 24. 

Roy al Assent, Aug. 6. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Royal Assent, July 15. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Withdrawn, May 10. 
Withdrawn, May 27. ° 
Royal Assent, July 15. 

Read 1°, Jan. 22. 
toyal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Royal Assent, June 3. 
Negatived, Mar. 11. 
Royal Assent, June 3. 
Read 24, Mar. 1. 
Read 1°, Feb. 19. 
Read 1°, July 12. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Second Reading Negatived, 
Mar. 22. 
Royal Assent, July 15. 


Royal Assent, June 3. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 

Royal Assent, June 3. 

Read 1°, Jan. 22. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 

Read 1°, May 12. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 

Read 1°, May 11. 

Read Qa. and Referred to Com- 

mittee, Feb. 11. 


Read 1°, Feb. 9. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 

Royal Assent, Mar. 29. 

Roy al Assent, Aug. 6. 

Read 24, and Referred to 
Select Committee, May 13. 

Read 3* and Passed, July 23. 

Royal Assent, July 15. 

Read 1°, Jan. 22. 

Read 1°, Jan. 22. 

Withdrawn, July 8. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 

Read 2°, May 31. 











BILLS DEALT WITH IN SESSION 1897. 


Title of Bill. Progress. 
County Councillors (Qualification of Women) 

(Scotland) ‘ _ ... Withdrawn, April 27. 
County Councils (Advances) 7” ... Read 1°, June 3. 
County Councils (Qualification of Women) ... Read 1° Feb. 17. 
County Courts... = ... Read 1°, Jan. 22. 
County Courts (Right of Audience) ove ... Read 14, Feb. 18. 
County Government (Ireland) ... . Read 1°, Jan. 22. 
County Secretaries’ Superannuation (Ireland) . Read 1°, Mar. 25. 
County Surveyors (Ireland) Act Amendment ... Withdrawn, Feb. 12. 
Court of Criminal Appeal ins “ ..» Read 2°, Mar. 24. 
Coventry Electric Tramways oe a eee Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Cowes Gas ... “et aw as ee ... Royal Assent, June 3. 
Cowes Harbour _... ron ae oa ... Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Craigcrook Mortification ... wit ~_ ... Royal Assent, June 3. 
Crays Gas ... ven _— ... Royal Assent, April 8. 
Crichton R toyal Institution Royal Assent, June 3. 
Crofters’ Holdings (Scotland) Act (1886) ‘Amend- 

ment e Read 1°, Feb. 2. 
Crowborough District Water... ° ... Royal Assent, July 15. 
Crowhurst, “Sidley, and Bexhill Railway ... Royal Assent, July 15. 
Dangerous Performances ... wee as ... Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Deal and Walmer Water ... wise ae ... Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Dearne Valley Railway ... ove oe ... Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Devonport Water . ... Royal Assent, June 3. 
Didcot, Newbury and Southampton Railway ... Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
District Councils (Water Supply eames ... Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Dublin Corporation ... Royal Assent, J uly 15. 
Dublin Port and Docks Board... .. Read 2°, and Committed, Mar.4. 
Dublin United Tramways (Electrical Power) . ... Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Dublin United Tramways (New Lines) .. Royal Assent, Aug, 6. 
Dublin, Wicklow and Wexford Railway (New 

Ross and Waterford Extension) Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Dublin, Wicklow, and Wexford “Railway 

(Shillelagh Extension, etc.) ... ‘ Royal Assent, July 15. 
Dumbarton County Buildings... = ... Royal Assent, April 8. 
Dumfries and Maxwelltown Water a ... Royal Assent, June 3. 
Dundee Corporation Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Duntocher and Dalmuir Water Provisional Order Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Eastbourne Water .» Royal Assent, J uly 15. 
East India Company’s Officers’ Superannuation... Royal Assent, June 3. 
East London Water ais ae ... Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
East London Water (Purchase) . i ... Withdrawn, Mar. 11. 
Easton and Church Hope R ailway — ... Royal Assent, July 15. 
East Warwickshire Water sa Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Edinburgh American Land Mortgage Company, 

Limited . anh ods ie — .«. Royal Assent, April 8. 
Edinburgh Corporation he Royal Assent, June 3. 
Edinburgh University (Transfer of Patronage)... Royal Assent, June 3. 
Education Acts Amendment ... Read 1°, Jan. 22 
Education Department Provisional Orders Con- 

firmation (East Barnet, etc.) ... Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Education Department Provisional Orders Con- 

firmation (London) .. Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Education Endowment (Ireland) Act (1885) 

Amendment... In Committee, June 28, 


Education (Scotland) ine ose wwe ... Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Election Petitions pe, ‘ei on ... Withdrawn, May 24. 








BILLS DEALT WITH IN SESSION 1897. 


Title of Bill. 
Electric Lighting Acts Amendment 


Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No, 
Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 
Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 
Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 
Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 
Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 
Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 
Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 
Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 
Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No, 10) . 

Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 11) . 

Elementary Education Act (1870) Amendment... 
Elementary Education (Continuation Schools) ... 
Elementary Education (Permissive Rates Aid)... 
Employers’ Liability Act (1880) Amendment ... 
Employers’ Liability Act (1880) Amendment 


(No. 2) aN 
Employers’ Liability 
Amendment ... 


(Foreign 


Employers’ Liability for Injuries to Workmen . a 


Epsom Downs Extension ayia 
Estates Tail 

Evicted Tenants (Ireland) 

Excise Licences : 


Expiring Laws Continuance 
Extraordinary Tithe aa 

Factory Acts (Fishing Trade) 
Finance 

Fisheries Acts Amendment. 
Fisheries waned Acts Amendment 
Floods Prevention.. 


Foreign Prison-Made Goods 


Franchise and Removal of Women’s Dis: abilities 


Fylde Water (Transfer) 
Gas Orders Confirmation (No. ee 
Gas Orders Confirmation (No 2) .. 


Glasgow and Renfrew District Railway. 


Glasgow and South-Western Railway 
Glasgow Corporation Improvements 
Glasgow Harbour Tunnel Company 
Gold and Silver Plate Licences ... 
Gonne Estate ; 

Grand Junction Water (Purchase) 
Gravesend and Milton Water 


Great Eastern Railway (General Powers) 


Shipowners) 


Great Eastern Railway (Lowestoft Harbour) 


Great Eastern Railway (New Lines) 
Great Northern and City Railway 
Great Northern Railway.. 

Great Northern Railway (Ireland) 
Great North of Scotland Railway 


Great Western Railway (Additional Powers) 
Great Western Railway (Bristol Lines) [.1.] .. 
Great Western Railway (Truro and Newquay)... 


Progress. 


Read 1°, June 1. 

Royal Assent, July 15. 
Royal Assent, July 15. 
Royal Assent, July 15. 
Royal Assent, July 15. 
Royal Assent, July 15. 
Royal Assent, July 15. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 
Roy al Assent, Aug. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 
Royal Assent, Aug. | ix 
Royal Assent, June 3. 
Read 1°, June 1. 
Withdrawn, May 18. 
Read 1°, May 26. 


a Peers 


Read 1°, May 27. 


Read 1°, Jan. 26. 

Read 1°, Jan. 22. 

Royal Assent, June 3. 

Read 1°, Feb. 17. 

Read 1°, Jan. 22. 

Read 2°, and Committed, 
June 3. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 

Royal Assent, July 15. 

In Committee, Feb. 3 

Royal Assent, July 15. 

Withdrawn, July 15. 

Read 1°, May 4. 

Second Reading Negatived, 
July 6. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 

Read 1°, Jan. 22. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 

R oyal Assent, Aug. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 

Royal Assent, June 3. 

Withdrawn, Mar. 2. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 

Withdrawn, Mar. 11. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 

Royal Assent, July 15. 

Royal Assent, June 3 

Royal Assent, June 3. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 

Royal Assent, June 3. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 

Royal Assent, July 15. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 

Royal Assent, June 3. 


pba hd 











BILLS DEALT WITH IN SESSION 1897. 


Title of Bill. Progress. 


Great Yarmouth Corporation... ..- Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Grocers’ Certificates (Scotland) Abolition ... Withdrawn, July 30. 
Ground Game Act (Extension to Copyholders)... Read 1°, May 18. 
Guild of Literature and Art (Dissolution) ..- Royal Assent, July 15. 


Halifax Corporation Tramways ... ..- Royal Assent, July 15. 
Harrogate Corporation (Water Transfer) ..- Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Harrogate Water ose ... Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Harrow and Uxbridge Railway... wie ... Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Hastings Harbour .. rm ... Royal Assent, July 15. 
Hastings Harbour District Railway os ... Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Highgate Woods Preservation... ... Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Highland Railway (Additional Powers)... ... Royal Assent, Aug. 6 
Highways wr ws ... Read 1°, Feb. 9. 
Honorary Burgesses (Scotland) . Ms ... Read 1°, July 13. 
Hoylake and West Kirby Improvement... ... Royal Assent, July 15. 
Huddersfield Corporation .. Royal Assent, June 3. 
Hull and South Yorkshire Extension Railway .. Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Hunstanton Water and Gas ‘ ... Royal Assent, July 15. 
Idiots’ Institutions (Exemption from Rates) ... Read 1°, April 7. 
Inclosure Acts Amendment re --- Read 1°, July 6. 


Industrial and Provident and Incorporated 
Building Societies (Purchase of Fee wiht Second Reading, Feb. 23. 


Industries (Ireland) Sn ... Withdrawn, May 25. 
Infant Life Protection... ... Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Injuries to Workmen (Employers’ Liability) ... Read 1°, Feb. 2. 
Invergarry and Fort Augustus Railway... ... Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Isle of Man (Church Building — ie ... Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Juries Detention ... oe ... Royal Assent, July 15. 
Jurors’ Expenses ... — tas ees ... Read 1°, May 4. 
Justices of the Peace si Bs wee ... Read 1°, Feb. 12. 
Kent Water Board see el oes ... Withdrawn, Mar. 11. 
Kent Water (Purchase) ... sats ons ... Withdrawn, Mar. 11. 
King’s Lynn Corporation ... ial eed ... Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Kingston-upon-Hull Corporation ... ode ... Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Kingstown Harbour Roads Transfer _... ... Withdrawn, April 1. 
Labour Bureaux ... eee ee. ... Withdrawn, June 21. 
Labourers’ Cottages (Ireland) wl vs ... Read 1°, Jan. 25. 
Lambeth Water (Purchase) i ton ... Withdrawn, Mar. 11. 
Lanarkshire and Ayrshire Railway ‘ Royal Assent, July 15. 
Lancashire, Derbyshire and East Coast Railway Royal Assent, June 3. 
Lancashire and Yorkshire Railway a .. Royal Assent, July 15. 
Land Law (Ireland) - sie ov ..» Read 1°, Jan. 22. 
Land Law (Ireland) (No. 2) ot ses ... Read 1°, Jan. 22. 
Land Tenure ‘ ... Read 1°, Feb. 24. 
Land Tenure (Wales and Monmouthshire) ... Second Reading Negatived, 
May 19. 
Land Transfer... ns ... Royal hand Aug. 6. 
Land Values (Towns) Assessment. ws ... Read 1°, Jan. 22. 
Law of Evidence Criminal Cases.. we ... Withdrawn, July 15. 
Law of Libel Amendment eek ... Read 1°, Jan. 22. 
Leaseholders (Purchase of Fee Simple) . Read 1°, Jan. 22. 
Leaseholders (Purchase of Fee — (N 0. 2) Read 1°, Jan. 27. 
Leeds Corporation... Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Leicester Corporation ave ove oes ... Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Licences (Ireland)... ‘ .. Withdrawn, April 28. 
Licensing Exemption (Houses of Parliament) . Debate on Second Reading, 


April 9. 








BILLS DEALT WITH IN SESSION 1897, 


Title of Bilt, 


Licensing (Scotland) Acts Amendment .... 

Lincoln and East Coast Railway and Dock 

Liquor Traffic Local Veto.. ; eee 

Liquor Traffic Local Veto (Scotland) 

Liverpool City Churches ... 

Liverpool Corporation (Loans) 

Liverpool Corporation (Tramways) . 

Liverpool, St. Helens, and South 
Railway cos 

Llandudno Urban District Council 

Local Authorities Officers’ Superannuation 

Local Authorities (Scotland) Loans - 

Local Government Act (1888) Amendment . 

Local Government Act (1888) Amendment (No. 2) 

Local Government Act (1894) Amendment _... 

Local Government Act (1894) Amendment (No. 2) 

Local Government (Aldershot and Farnborough) 

Local Government Board’s Provisional Orders 

Confirmation (No. 1)... 

Local Government (County Council Clerks) 

Local Government Elections 

Local Government (Ireland) Provisional Orders 
(aT) .. 

Local Government. (Ireland) Provisional Orders 
(No. “4 ee 

Local 7 Se ay (Ireland) Provisional Orders 
(No: 3) ‘ 

Local Gov ernment (Ireland) Provisional. Order 
(No. 4) ... 

Local Government (I reland) Provisional Orders 
No. 5) eve aun ees ons 

Leal @ Government (Ireland) Provisional Order 
(No. 6) ‘ 

Local Government (Ireland) Provisional Order 
No. 7 

Lesal & Government Provisional Order (Gas) 

Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 2) 

Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 3) . 

Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 4) . 

5) 
6) 


Lancashire 


Local Government Provisional Orders (No. £ 
Local Government Provisional Orders (No. a 
Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 7) ... 
Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 8) ... 
Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 9) ... 
Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 
Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 
Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 
Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 
Loca] Government Provisional Orders (No. 
Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 
Local Government Provisional Order (No. 
Local Government Provisional Order (No. 
Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 
Local 
Law) ae 
Local Government ‘Scotland) Act * (1894) ‘Amend- 
ment ; 


18)... 
Government Provisional Orders (Poor 


Progress. 


... Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 


Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Read 1°, Jan. 22. 
Read 1°, Jan. 22. 
Royal Assent, July 15. 
Royal Assent, July 15. 
Royal Assent, July 15. 


Royal Assent, July 15. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Read 1°, Jan. 25. 
Withdrawn, May 24. 
Read 1°, May 12. 
Read 1°, May 18. 


Second Reading, April 30. 


Read 1°, April 28. 
Withdrawn, June 28. 


Royal Assent, April 8. 
Read 1°, Feb. 12. 
Royal Assent, Feb. 16. 


Royal Assent, June 3. 
Royal Assent, July 15. 
Royal Assent, July 15. 
Royal Assent, July 15. 
Royal Assent, July 15. 
Royal Assent, July 15. 


Royal Assent, July 15. 
Royal Assent, July 15. 
Royal Assent, July 15. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6 
Royal Assent, July 15. 
Royal Assent, July 15 
NRoyal Assent, July 15. 
Royal Assent, July 15. 
Royal Assent, July 15. 
Royal Assent, July 15. 
Royal Assent, July 15. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 


Royal Assent, July 15. 


Read 1°, June 1. 











BILLS DEALT WITH IN SESSION 1897. 


Title of Bill. Progress. 

Local Government (Scotland) Act (1894) Amend- 

ment (No.2) . Read 1°, July 16. 
Lochearnhead, St. Fillans, and Comrie Railway... Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Locomotives on Highways ogi “ .. Read 2°, May 28. 
London Bank of Australia ; Royal Assent, June 3. 
London (Borough Road, Southwark) Provisional 

Order... Royal Assent, Mar. 29. 
London (Chur chway, St. Pancras) Provisional 

Order... Royal Assent, Mar. 29. 
London (Clare Market, Strand) Provisional Order Royal Assent, June 3. 
London County Buildings os oe ... Second Reading Negatived, 

Feb. 18 

London County Council (General Powers) ... Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
London County Council (Improvements) ... Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
London County Council (Money) Royal Assent, Aug. 6 
London (Green Street, Southwark) Provisional 

Order °° ; ai ... Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
London and North “Western Railway ae Royal Assent, June 3. 
London and North Western Railway (Wales) .. Royal Assent, June 3. 
London and South Western Railway (Meon 

Valley Railway) Royal Assent, June 3. 
London’ and South-Western Railway (Various 

Powers) .. : Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
London University Commission ... ood ... Read 3*, and Passed July 27. 
London University Commission [H.L.] ... ... Withdrawn, Aug. 2. 
London Water Companies Amalgamation .. Read 1°, Jan. 22. 
London Water (Purchase) aie tes ... Withdrawn, Mar. 1i. 
Loughborough Corporation ee a ... Royal Assent, June 3. 
Lowestoft Water and Gas a ses --- Royal Assent, July 15. 
Lunacy... ss _ ee vee ... Withdrawn, July 28. 
Luton Water a _— ... Royal Assent, July 15. 
Malvern Link Urban District Gas eit ... Royal Assent, July 15. 
Manchester Corporation ... Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Manchester, Sheffield and Lincolnshire Railway Royal Assent, June 3. 
Manchester Ship Canal... vas “os .- Royal Assent, July 15. 
Manhood Suffrage aman = as ... Read 1°, Jan. 22. 
Marine Insurance .. es dei ... Reported and Re-committed to 


Standing Committee, Feb. 22. 
Market Gardeners’ Compensation (Scotland) ... Royal Assent, July 15. 


Marriage with a Deceased Wife’s Sister .. ; Read 1°, Jan. 22. 
Married Persons Small Industrial Incomes (Tax 
Relief) . hn i ... Read 1°, Feb. 1. 
Married Women (Ireland) oes aa ... Read 1°, May 19. 
Mason’s Orphanage Si _ ..» Royal Assent, June 3. 
Mason University College .. a ... Royal Assent, June 3. 
Members of Parliament | (V. acation of Seats) ... Read 1°, Jan. 22. 
Merchandise Marks Act (1887) Amendment ... Second Reading Negatived, 
Jan. 27. 

Merchant Shipping se ... Read 1°, Feb. 16. 
Merchant Shipping Acts Amendment... Read 1°, Jan. 27. 
Merchant Widen (Exemptions from Pilotage 

{w.u.] ) _ ... Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Merchant Shipping (Undermanning) ove ... Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Mersey Channels ... ove ... Royal Assent, July 15. 
Mersey Dock and Harbour “Board cae ... Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Metropolitan District Railway ... eid ... Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 


Metropolitan and Other Police Courts ... .. Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Metropolitan Police (Borrowing Powers) ... Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 








BILLS DEALT WITH IN SESSION 1897. 


- Title of Bill. 


Metropolitan Police Courts (Holidays) ... 
Metropolitan Police Provisional Order 
Metropolitan Water Companies . 

Midland and Great Northern Railways Joint 


Committee 


Midland and South Ww estern J anction Railway 


Midland Railway .. 
Midwives Registration 


Military Lands Act (189 i icin 


Military Manceuvres 
Military Works Bill 
Militia - oo 
Mines (Eight Hours) Bill 


Mumbles Railway and Pier (Extension of mn 
Municipal Elections (Ireland) (Women)... 


Municipal Elections (Scotland) 
Municipal Franchise (Ireland) 


Municipal Franchise Ireland (No. 2) 
National Monuments in Churches 


National Provident Institution 
Naval Works 


Navy and Marines (Wills) A Act (1865) Amendment 


Neath Corporation Tramways 


Neath Harbour (Extension of Time) 
New Hunstanton Water and Gas 


New River Company sa 
New River Water ( Purchase) 
Newark Corporation Water 


Newburgh and North Fife ne 


Newport. Corporation 
Newry Navigation 
North British Railway 
North Eastern Railway 


North London Commercial Tienes Building 


Society 
North London Railw ay 


North Metropolitan Tramways oe 
North Pembrokeshire and Fishguard Railw ay . 


Norwich Electric Tramways 


Nottingham Corporation Water ... 


Nottingham Improvement 
Occupiers’ Dwellings 


Occupying Tenants’ Enfranchisement (Purchase 


of Fee Simple) .. 
Old Age Provident, Pensions 
Outdoor Provident Relief 
Outdoor Relief (Ireland) .. 
Outlawries . 


Paisley and Barehent District Railway .. 
Paisley Waterworks Provisional Order .. she 
Parish Councils (Scotland) (Casual Vacancies) ... 


Parish Registers 


Parliamentary Elections (Mariner @ Votes) 
Parliamentary Franchise (Extension to Women) 
Parliamentary Franchise (Women) [H.L. } 


Progress, 


Royal Assent, June 3. 
Royal Assent, Mar. 29. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 


Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Royal Assent, July 15. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Second Reading , Feb. 12. 
Royal Assent, ‘April 8. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Royal Assent, April 8. 
Read 1°, Jan. 22. 
Second Reading Negatived, 
May 5 
Royal Assent, June 3. 
Withdrawn, May 5. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Read 1°, Jan. 22. 
Read 1°, Jan. 22. 
Read 1°, July 16. 
Royal Assent, July 15. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Royal Assent, June 3. 
Royal Assent, June 3. 
Royal Assent, June 3. 
Royal Assent, July 15, 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Withdrawn, Mar. 11. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Royal Assent, July 15. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 


Royal Assent, June 
Royal Assent, Aug. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 
Read 14, Mar. 29. 


DADRA HWS 


Read 1°, Feb. }. 
Yead 1°, Jan. 26. 
Read 1°, Jan. 26. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Read 1°, Jan. 19. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Royal Assent, June 3. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Read 1°, Jan 26. 
Withdrawn, July 6. 
Withdrawn, July 14. 
Second Reading Negatived, 
Mar. 8. 











BILLS DEALT WITH IN SESSION 1897. 


Title of Bill. 


Parliamentary Registration Amendment 
Parliamentary Voters (Ireland) Registration 
Patent Office Extension — sp 
Peacocke’s Divorce 

Pensions (Old Age) 

Perth Improvements 


Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders (No. 1) ie 


Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders (No. 2 
Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders (No. 3) 


Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders (No. 4) te 


Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders (No. 5) 
Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders (No. 6) 
Pilotage Provisional Order = 

Places of Worship (Leasehold) Enfranchisement 
Plumbers’ Registration oe ‘ 
Plymouth Corporation 

Police and Stolen Property oa 

Police Appointment and Promotion 

Police Pensions and Service 

Police Property .. 

Police (Scotland) Law Amendment 

Polling Arrangements (County Councils) 
Polling Arrange ments (London) 


Polling Arrangements (Parliamentary Boroughs) 


Poor Law Act. (1889) Amendment 
Poor Law . 
Poor Law Franchise (Ireland) 


Poor Law Officers’ a Act (1896) 


Amendment 


Poor Law Officers’ Secennnanisititn (Ireland) 
Poor Law Relief (Ireland) ves 
Poor Relief (Ireland) 

Post Office Consolidation ... 

Post Office (Sites) .. 


Post Office Telegraphs (Facilities ‘and Pensions) 
Preferential Payments in ee Act sie 


Amendment . 


Preferential Payments in Bankruptey Act (888) 


Amendment (No. 2) .. 


Prisoners’ Personal Cinna Prohibition 
Prison-made Goods enaneiam 

Prisons os sive ee 
Provident Life Office ' sa ea 
Provisional Order (Scotland) — ices 


Public Health Acts Amendment 
Public Health (Scotland) ... 

Public Offices (Whitehall) Site 
Public Works Loans one 
Pwllheli Corporation _ oe 
Quarter Sessions Jurors (Ireland) 


Railway Assessors (Scotland) Superannuation ok 


Railway Clearing House ... 


Railway Clearing System Superannuation Fund... 


Railway Passengers Assurance 
Railway Return Tickets ... 


Progress. 


Withdrawn, Jan. 25. 
Read 1°, May 24. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Royal Assent, July 15. 
Read 1°, Jan. 22. 
Royal Assent, June 3. 
Royal Assent, July 15. 
Royal Assent, July 15. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Royal Assent, J uly 15. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Read 1°, Jan, 22 
Considered as Amended, July 7. 
Royal Assent, June 3. 
Read 1°, May 20. 
Read 1°, Mar. 23. 
Read 1°, Mar, 23. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Read 1°, Jan. 22. 
Read 1°, July 9. 
Withdrawn, May 24. 
Read 1°, July 9. 

Read 1°, July 30. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Read 1°, Jan. 22. 


Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 


Read 1°, Jan. 26. 
Withdrawn, May 24. 
Read 1°, April 8. 
Withdrawn, July 26. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 


Royal Assent, July 15. 


Read 1°, Jan. 22. 


Withdrawn, July 8. 

Read 1°, Feb. 23. 

Withdrawn, June 28. 

Royal Assent, June 3. 

Standing Committee Negatived, 
July 22 

Read 1°, April 30. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 

Royal Assent, J uly 15. 

Royal Assent, June 3. 

Royal Assent, July 15. 

Royal Assent, July 15. 

Royal Assent, June 3. 

Read 1°, Feb. 8. 


PPP 





BILLS DEALT WITH IN SESSION 1897. 


Title of Bill. 


Rathmines and Rathgar Township Tramways 


and Improvement 
Rating of Machinery 


Rating of Machinery § Suspensor y.. 
Rating (Places of Worship and Schools)... 


Registration of Firms 


Registration of Parliamentary Voters 
Regular and Elders’ Widows’ Funds 


Restraint of Evictions (London) 


Retirement of Vestrymen and Auditors (London) 
Rhondda and Swansea Bay Railway 

Rhymney Valley Gas and Water... 

Richmond District Lunatic Asylum 


Rivers Pollution Prevention 
St. Neot’s Water ... 

St. Patrick’s Park, Dublin 
Sale of Distress aac nt 


Sale of Food and Drugs (No. 1) ves 
Sale of Food and Drugs (No. 2) ... was 
Sale of Intoxicating Liquor on Sunday . 


Sale of Intoxicating Liquors (Ireland) 


Salford Corpor ation 


Salmon Fisheries (Irel: and) ‘Acts Amendment 
Salmon Fisheries (Ireland) Acts Amendment 


(No. 2) 


School Board Electorate (Scotland) 


School Boards Expenses 


Schocl Board for London (Election) 


Sea Fisheries (Scotland) ... 
Select Vestries 

Service Franchise ... 
Shettield Corporation 
Shetlield District Railway 
Shop Assistants Half Holiday 
Shops eee 
Shops (Early ‘Closing 2) 
Sinclair’s Divorce ... 
Smaller Dwellings (Scotland) 
Solicitors (Ir eland) 

Solicitors (Magistracy) 


Southampton Corporation Tramways 


South Eastern Railway 


South Eastern Railway (Confirmation ‘of Cator 


Agreement) : si 
South Metropolitan Gas ... 


Southwark and Vauxhall W ater . $03 
Southwark and Vauxhall Water (Purchase) 
South Yorkshire Junction Railway 


Statute Law Revision 


Steam Engines and Boilers (Persons in Charge)... 
Stipendiary Magistrates’ J urisdiction (Scotland)... 
Street Noises 
Stromness Harbour 
Succession (Scotland) 


Progress. 


Royal Assent, July 15. 
Read 1°, Jan. 22. 
Withdrawn, July 5. 
Read 1°, Jan. 22. 

Read 1°, Feb. 5. 

Read 1°, Feb. 5 

Royal Assent, June 3. 
In Committee, May 31. 
Read 3 and Passed, Mar. 12, 

Royal Assent, July 15. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Royal Assent, June 3. 
tead 1°, Jan. 26. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Royal Assent, June 3. 
Read 1°, Mar. 22. 

Read 1°, Jan. 27. 
Withdrawn, Aug. 5. 

Second Reading Negatived, 

Feb. 10. 

Withdrawn, Aug. 2 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Second Re ading, April D. 


Read 1°, Mar. 30. 

Read 1°, Jan. 22. 

Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Second Reading Negatived, 

April 28. 

Read 1°, Feb. 8. 

Read 14, Jan. 19. 

In Committee, May 3. 
Royal Assent, July 15. 

Royal Assent, July 15. 

Read 1°, Feb. 2. 

Read 1°, Jan. 2: 
Read 1°, Jan. 2: 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Read 1°, Feb. 5. 

Read 1°, Feb. 26. 
Read 1°, Mar. 4. 

Royal Assent, July 15. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6 


Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Royal Assent, April 8. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Withdrawn, Mar. 11. 
Royal Assent, April 8. 
Read 2, and Referred to Joint 

Committee, July 22 
Withdrawn, July 12. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Read 1°, Jan. 22. 
Royal Assent, July 15. 
Read 1°, Feb. 3. 














BILLS DEALT WITH IN SESSION 1897. 


Title of Bill. 


Summary Jurisdiction Act _ °) Amendment... 
Sunday [#.1.] ‘ee - ve ove owe 


Sunday Closing... 

Sunday Closing (Wales) Act (1881) Amendment 

Superannuation Allowances (Scotland) . 

Superannuation of Corporation Officials .. 

Supreme Court of Judicature (Ireland 

Supreme Court of Judicature ee Act = 7) 
Amendment 

Survey ors (County Dublin) 

Suttie’s Trust Estate 

Swadlincote District Gas ... : So5 

Swansea ee and Tramways san 

Taff Vale Railway.. 

Taunton Gas 

Teind Court (Scotland) 

Tenant Right in Towns (Ireland) a 

Thames Subway (Greenwich to Millwall) 

Thompson’s Divorce 

Tithe Redemption ... 

Torquay Corporation W ater 

Tower Subway 

Town Holdings (Tenants’ ‘Compens: tion) 

Tramways Orders Confirmation (No. 1) .. 

Tramways Orders Confirmation (No. 2)... 

Tramways Orders Confirmation (No. 3) ... 

Trawlers Licensing 5 wid 

Trout Fishing Close Time 

Truck Acts Amendment ... 

Trusts (Scotland) . . 

Tuxford and District Gas.. 

Tyne Improvement 

Tynemouth Corporation (Water... 

Tynemouth Gas... 

University Education (Ireland) . 

Unlawful Possession 


Vaccination (Calf Lymph) 

Vale of Glamorgan Railway 

Vale of Rheidol Light ait os 
Vanston’s Divorce.. : 

Vehicles (Lights) . 

Verminous Persons 

Victoria Eye and Ear i Hospital (Dublin) 
Voluntary Schools.. ‘ 
Volunteers ... 

Warehousemen’s Certificates 

Water Orders Confirmation 

Watford, Edgware and London Railway... 
Weights and Measures (Metric System)... 
West Middlesex Water (Purchase) 
Weston-super-Mare Grand Pier ... 
Weston super-Mare Tramways 
Weymouth Gas 

Weymouth Water .. : 

Whitechapel and Bow Railway 


Progress. 
Read 1°, June 25. 


Second Reading 
June 29. 
Read 1°, April 9. 
Read 2°, Jan. 27. 
Read 1°, Mar. 22. 


Read 3* and Passed, July 29. 


Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 


In Committee, July 5. 
Royal Assent, Mar. 29. 
Royal Assent, July 15. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 
Royal Assent, June 3. 
Withdrawn, June 30. 
Read 1°, Jen. 27. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Royal Assent, April 8. 
Withdrawn, July 26. 
Royal Assent, June 3, 
Royal Assent, July 15. 
Read 1°, March 15. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Read 1°, April 6. 
Read 1°, Mar. 12. 
Read 1°, Feb. 3. 

Royal Assent, June 3. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Royal Assent, June 3. 


an 


Read 1°, Jan. 22. 
Debate on Second 
Jan. 29. 


Read 1°, June 3. 
Royal Assent, July 15. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
In Committee, June 28. 
Royal Assent, Aug 6. 
Royal Assent, July 15. 
Royal Assent, April 8. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6, 
Read 1°, Feb. 23. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Withdrawn, Mar. 11. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Royal Assent, June 3. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6, 


Negatived, 


Reading, 








BILLS DEALT WITH IN SESSION 1897. 


Title of Bill. 


Whiting’s Patent ... 

Wicklow Harbour (Advances) 

Wigan Junction Railways i 
Wine and Beerhouse Acts Amendment . 
Wocdhouse and Conisbrough Railway 
Working Men’s Dwellings exe 
Working Men’s Dwellings [H.L. ] 
Working Men’s Dwellings (No. 2) 
Workmen (Compensation for Accidents) 
Yorkshire Coroners 

Yorkshire Dales Railway (Skipton to Grassington) 


Progress. 


Royal Assent, June 3. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Royal Assent, June 3. 
Read 1°, April 6. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Withdrawn, April 1. 
Read 3* and Passed, Mar. 19. 
Withdrawn Mar. 31. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 
Royal Assent, Aug. 6. 

















PUBLIC BILLS, 





RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, dated 29th July 1897 ;—/for 


RETURN “of the Number of Puntic Brtrs, distinguishing Government from other Bills 
introduced into this House, or brought from the House of Lords during the Session of 1897, 
showing the Number which received the Royal Assent; the Number which were Passed by 
this House, but not by the House of Lords; the Number Passed by the House of Lords, 
but not by this House; and distinguishing the Stages at which such Bills as did not receive 
the Royal Assent were Dropped or Postponed and Rejected in either House of Parliament 
(in continuation of Perliamentary Paper, No. 0.163, of Session 1896).—(Dr. Farquharson.) 


[SESSION 1897.] 


BILLS 


WHICH RECEIVED THE 


ROYAL ASSENT. 


V.B.—Bills marked thus (*) are Government Bills. 





Titte or Bit1. 





Tirte or Bry. 





*Appeal in Certain Civil Matters (Ireland). 
*Archdeaconry of Cornwall. 
*Archdeaconry of London (Additional Endow- 
ments). 
*Army (Annual). 
*Berriew School. 
*Burials Joint Committees. 
Chaff Cutting Machines Accidents. 
Cleansing of Persons changed from Verminous 
Persons. 
*Congested Districts (Scotland). 
*Consolidated Fund (Appropriation). 
*Consolidated Fund (No. 1). 
*Constabulary (Ireland) [ Lords]. 
*Cotton Cloth Factories. 
*Dangerous Performances. 
*District Councils (Water Supply Facilities). 
*East India Company’s Officers Superannuation. 
*Edinburgh University (Transfer of Patronage). 
*Education (Scotland), 
*Elementary Education Act (1870) Amendment. 
*Expiring Laws Continuance. 
*Extraordinary Tithe. 
*Finance. 
*Foreign Prison-made Goods. 
Infant Life Protection [Lords]. 
*Isle of Man (Church Building Acts) [ Lords]. 
Juries Detention. 
*Land Transfer [ Lords]. 
Licensing (Scotland) Acts Amendment. 
Local Government (Elections). 
Market Gardeners’ Compensation (Scotland). 
ae rr (Exemptions from Pilotage) 
Lords}. 
*Merchant Shipping (Undermanning), 
Mersey Channels. 
*Metropolitan and other Police Courts. 
*Metropolitan Police (Borrowing Powers). 








*Metropolitan Police (Holidays). 

*Metropolitan Water Companies. 

*Military Lands Act (1892) Amendment. 
*Military Manceuv-es. 

*Military Works (Money). 

*Municipal Elections (Scotland) [Lords]. 
*Naval Works. 

*Navy and Marines (Wills) Act (1865) Amend- 


ment. 
*Out-door Relief (Ireland). . 
Parish Councils (Scotland) (Casual Vacancies). 
*Patent Office Extension. 


| *Police Property. 


*Poor Law. 
Poor Law Officers Superannuation Act (1896) 
Amendment. 
*Post Office and Telegraphs (Facilities and Pen- 
sions). 
*Post Office Sites. 
Preferential Paymentsin Bankruptcy Act (1888 
Amendment). 
*Public Health (Scotland). 
*Public Oftices (Whitehall) Site. 
*Public Works Loans. 
*Quarter Sessions Jurors (Ireland). 
Railway Assessors (Scotland) Superannuation. 
*Regular and Elders Widows’ Fund. 
*Schools Boards Expenses. 
*Stipendiary Magistrates Jurisdiction (Scotland). 
*Supreme Court of Judicature (Ireland) (No 2). 
Surveyors (County Dublin). 
*Trusts (Scotland). 
*Voluntary Schools. 
*Volunteers. 
*Weights and Measures (Metric System). 
*Wicklow Harbour (Advances). 
*Workmen (Compensation for Accidents). 
Yorkshire Coroners. 
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PROVISIONAL ORDER BILLS WHICH RECEIVED 
THE ROYAL ASSENT. 





TitLte or Bit. 





*Borrowstounness Water Provisional Order. 


*Clackmannan (Alloa and Tillicoultry) Water 
Supply Provisional Order. 


*Duntocher and Dalmuir Water Provisional 
Order. 


*Education Department Provisional Orders 
Confirmation (East Barnet, &e.) [Lords]. 
*Education Department Provisional Orders 

Contirmation (London) [Lords]. 
‘*Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 
*Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 
*Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 
*Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 
*Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 
*Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 
*Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 

[Lords]. 

*Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 

a. 

*Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 
*Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 1 

[Lords]. 

*Electric Lighting Provisional Orders (No. 11) 


Lords). 
Lords |. 


*Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 
*Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 
*Local Government Provisional Orders (N 

*Local Government Provisional Orders 
*Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 
*Local Government Provisional Orders (No 
*Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 
*Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 
*Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 
*Local Government Provisional Orders 
*Local Government Provisional Orders 
*Local Government Provisional Orders 
*Local Government Provisional Orders 
*Local Government Provisional Orders 
*Local Government Provisional Orders 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 


err DS Swe 


eo 
—aeSelCU Ow 


9 
0 


*Gas Orders Confirmation (No. 1) 
*Gas Orders Confirmation (No. 2) 


No.1 


=a 


Government Bills, 54; Provisional Order Bills, 62; other Bills, 15 





1) 
2) 
3) 
4) 
5). 
. 6). 
7). 
8) 
9) 
0) 


No. 14). 
No. 15). 


No. 11). | 
No. 12). 
No. 18). 
) 
) 


Tite oF BIL. 





*Local Government Provisional Orders (No. 16). 
*Local Government Provisional Order (No. 17). 
*Local Government Provisional Order (No. 18). 
*Local Government Provisional Order (Gas). 
*Local Government Provisional Orders (Poor 
Law). 
*Local Government (Ireland) Provisional Orders 
(No. 1). 
*Local Government (Ireland) Provisional Orders 
(No. 2). 2 
*Local Government (Ireland) Provisional Orders 
No. 3). 
*Local Government (Ireland) Provisional Orders 
(No. 4). 
*Local Government (Ireland) Provisional Orders 
(No. 5). 
*Local Government (Ireland) Provisional Order 
(No. 6). 
*Local Government (Ireland) Provisional_Order 
(No. 7). 
*London (Borough Road, Southwark) Provisional 
Order. 
*London (Churchway, St Pancras) Provisional 
Order. 
*London (Clare Market, Strand) Provisional 
Order. 
*London (Green Street, Southwark) Provisional 
Order. 


*Metropolitan Police Provisional Order. 


*Paisley Waterworks Provisional Order. 
*Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders (No. 
*Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders (No. 2). 
*Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders (No. 3) 
*Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders (No. 4). 
*Pier and Harbour Provisional Orders (No. 5). 
[Lords]. 
Pilotage Provisional Order. 


*Tramways Orders Confirmation (No. 1) [ Lords]. 
*Tramways Orders Confirmation (No. 2) [ Lords] 
*Tramways Orders Confirmation (No. 3). 


*Water Orders Confirmation. [ Lords]. 


Tora 131. 














BILLS WHICH WERE INTRODUCED INTO, BUT 
NOT PASSED BY, THE COMMONS. 





TirLe or B11. 


Stage at which they were 
Drorrep, Postronep or REJECTED, ETC. 





Access to Mountain ner 
Accountants * aa 
Accountants (Scotland) .. 

* Agriculture and Industries (Ireland) . 
Agricultural Holdings ... 
Agricultural Produce (Marks) .. 


Aliens... 
Appointment of High Sheriffs. (Ireland) 
Assistant County ie ors wpitiatadi 
Bakehouses ° aie 
Benefices ... 
Benefices (No. 2 
Betting Act (1853), Repeal 

*Bicycles (Ireland) 
Boards of Guardians and Labourers (Ireland)... 


Boiler Inspection and ——e 

Borough Funds ... 

Borough Justices’ Clerks 

Building Feus and Leases (Scotland) .. 

*Burial Grounds Loan (Scotland) 

Burials __... 

Canals and Nav iguble Rivers (Ireland) 

Canals Protection (London) oes 

Cemeteries Rating ‘ 

Church Patronage Transfer 

Coal Mines Regulation ... 

Colonial Solicitors a8 

Commons (Regulation) ... 

Congested Districts Board 
pulsory Purchase Powers). 

Corn Sales 

Coroners’ Inquest. (Railway Fatalities) 

Cottage Homes ... 

Cotton Cloth and other F: factories 

County Councils Advances ; =e 

County Councils (Qualification of Women) aes 

County Councils (Qualification of Women) 
(Scotland). 

County Courts... 

County Government (Ireland) .. 

County Secretaries Superannuation (Ireland)... 

County Surveyors (Ireland) Amendment 

Court of Criminal Appeal ‘ 


(Ireland) (Com- 


Crofters’ Holdings 
Amendment. 
Education Acts Amendment ae 
Educational Endowments (Ireland) Act (1885) 

Amendment. 

Election Petitions 

Electric Lighting Acts Amendment... 
Elementary Education (Continuation Schools) 
Elementary Education (Permissive Rates Aid) 
Employers’ Liability Act (1880) Amendment 
Employers’ Liability Act (1880) Amendment 

2). 


(Scotland) Act (1886) 


No. 
Employers’ Liability for (Foreign Shipowners) 
Amendment. 
Employers’ Liability for Injuries to Workmen 
Estates Tail : se 
Evicted Tenants (Ireland) 





Second Reading dropped. 

Order for Second Reading discharged. 

Order for Second Reading discharged. 

Order for Second Reading discharged. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Reported from the Select Committee without 
Amendments, 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Order for Second Reading discharged. 

Adjourned Debate on Amendment to Second 
Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Order for Second Reading discharged. 

Order for Committee discharged. 

Second Reading put off for six months, 

Order for Second Reading discharged. 

Order for Second Reading discharged. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 


Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Committee dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Order for Second Reading discharged. 


Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Order for Second Reading discharged. 

Order for Second Reading discharged. 

Adjourned Debate on Motion for committal to a 
Select Committee dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 


Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Committee (Progress) dropped. 


Order for Committee discharged. 
Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Second Reading dropped 

Second Reading dropped. 


Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 


Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 








BILLS WHICH WERE INTRODUCED INTO, BUT NOT PASSED BY, THE 
HOUSE OF COMMONS—continned. 





Titte oF Bi. 


Stage at which they were 
Drorrep, Postronep, oR REJECTED, ETC. 





Factories Acts (Fishing Trade)... = 
Fisheries (Ireland) Acts Amendment. ... 
Franchise and Removal of Women’sDisabilities 
Gold and Silver Plate Licences.. 
Grocers’ Certificates (Scotland) Abolition 
Ground Game Act (Extension to oe holders) 
Highways.. ‘ on 
Honorary Burgesses(Scotland) .. soe 
Idiots’ Institutions (Exemption from Rates) oe 
Inclosure Acts Amendment 
Industrial and Provident and Incorporated 
Building Societies (Purchase of Fee 
Simple). 
Injuries to W orkmen en eaititiaeal 
Jurors’ Expenses.. san ea 
Justices of the Peace... am 
*ingstown Harbour Roads Transfer ... 


Labour Bureaux .. i 
Labourers’ Cottages (Ireland) . * 
Land Law (Ireland) : 
Land Law (Ireland) (No 2) 
Land Tenure : 
Land Tenure (W ales and Monmouthshire) 
Land Values (Towns) Assessment 

*Law of Evidence (Criminal Cases) 
Law of Libel Amendment 
Leaseholders (Purchase of Fee Simple) a 
Leaseholders (Purchase of Fee Simple) (No 2) . 
Licences (Ireland) 
Licensing Exemption (Houses of Parliament) 
Liquor Traffic Local Ve are 
Liquor Traffic Loval Veto (Scotland) as 

Local Authorities (Scotland) Loans 
Local Authorities Officers Superannuation .. 
Local Government Act (1894) Amendment ... 
Local Government Act (1894) Amendment 

(No 2) 
Local Government Act (1888) Amendment ... 
Local Government Act (1888) Amendment 
(No 2) 
*Local Government (Aldershot 
borough) 

Local Government (County Council Clerks) ... 


and Farn- 


Local Government (Scotland) Act (1894) 
Amendment. 
Local Government (Scotland) Act (1894) 


Amendment (No 2). 
Locomotives on Highways 


London Water Companies Amalgamation 

Manhood Suffrage (Ireland)... 

Marriage with a Deceased Wife’s Sister = 

Married Persons’ Small Industrial Incomes (Tax 
Relief). 

Married Women (Ireland) ‘ wa nee 

Members of Parliament (Vacation of Seats). ... 

Merchandise Marks Act (1887) Amendment ... 

Merchant Shipping 

Merchant Shipping Acts ‘Amendment ... 

Midwives’ Registration .. : 

Militia... 

Mines (Eight Hours) “: 

Municipal Elections (Ireland) (Ww omen) 

Municipal Franchise (Treland) 

Municipal Franchise tHreland) (No 2). ‘ 





Committee (Progress) dropped. 
Second Reading dropped 

Second Reading dropped. 

Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Second Reading dropped 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 


Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Order for resuming Adjourned Debate on Motion 
ed Committal to a Select Committee dis- 


rged. 
Onder! for Second Reading SneEenges. 
Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading put off for six months. 
Second Reading dropped. 
Order for Committee discharged. 
Second Reading dropped 
Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 
Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 
Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Second Reading dropped 
Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 


Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 


Order for Second Reading discharged. 


Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 
Consideration, as amended by the Standing 
Committee, dro . 
Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 


Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading negatived. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading put off for six months. 
Order for Second Reading discharged 


Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 











BILLS WHIGH WERE INTRODUCED INTO, BUT NOT PASSED BY, THE 
HOUSE OF COMMONS ~ continued. 





Tite or Rit. 


Stage at which 
Droprep, Postronep, or REJECTED, ETC. 





National Monuments in Churches. 
Occupying Tenants Enfranchisement (Purchase 
of Fee Simple) 

Old Age Provident Pensions 

Outdoor Provident Relief 

Parish Registers .. 

Parliamentary Election (Mariners’ Votes) ees 

Parliamentary Franchise (Extension to 
Women ) ous 

Parliamentary Registration (Amendment) 

Parliamentary Voters (Ireland) Registration... 

Pensions (Old Age) 

Places of Worship(Lonachotd Enfranchisement 

Plumbers’ Registration .. See ‘ah 


Police Appointment and Promotion 
Police Pensions and Service 
Police (Scotland) Law Améndiment 
Polling Arrangements (London) 
Polling Arrangements(Parliamentary Boroughs) 
Polling Districts (County Council) 
Poor Law Act (1889) Amendment 
Poor Law Franchise (Ireland) .. 
Poor Law Officers’ Superannuation (Ireland)... 
*Poor Relief (Ireland) 
Preferential Payments in Bankruptcy 
(1888) Amendment (No. 2) 
Prisoners’ Personal Correction Prohibition ... 
Prison-made Goods (Importation) 
*Prisons |... jv oe 
Public Health Acts Amendment 
Railway Return Tickets ‘ 
Rating of Machinery ... 
Rating of Machinery (Suspensory) = 
Rating (Places of Worship and Schools) 
Registration of Firms : 
Registration of Parliamentary Voters 
Restraint of Evictions (London) 
Rivers Pollution Prevention 
Sale of Distress Amendment ... 
Sale of Food and Drugs 
Sale of Food and Drugs (No. 2) 
Sale of Intoxicating Liquors (Ireland) 
Sale of Intoxicating Liquors on Sundays __... 
Salmon Fisheries ({reland ) Acts Amendment... 
Salmon Fisheries (Iréland) Acts Amendment 
(No. 2 ove ne 
School Board Electorate ‘(Scotland) ‘ 
School Board for London ee 
Sea Fisheries (Scotland) : a 
Service Franchise 
Shop Assistants’ Half- Holiday... 
Shops wee vee 
Shops (Early Closing) 8 
Smallet Dwellings (Scotland) .. 
Solicitors (Ireland) é het 
Solicitors’ Magistracy ... 
Steam Engines and Boilers (Persons i in : Charge) 
Street Noises ca vet 
Succession (Scotland) 
Summary Jurisdiction Act (1879) Amendment 
Sunday Closing ... 
Sunday Closing (Wales) ‘Act (188 ) Amendment 
Supreme Court of Judicature (Ireland) Act 
(1877) Amendment. 
Teind Court (Scotland) ... 


Act 








Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 


Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 
Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Order for Committee (Progress) discharged. 


Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Further chaaiderahton as amended by the 

Standing Committee dropped. 

Order for Second Reading discharged. 

Order for Second Reading discharged. 

Order for Second Reading discharged. 

Order for Second Reading discharged. 

Second Reading dropped 

Second Reading dropped 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Order for Second Reading discharged. 

Second Reading dropped 


Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Second Reading dropped. 

Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Committee (Progress) dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 

Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Committee (Progress) dropped. 
Second Reading negativ ms 

Second Reading dropped. 

Second Reading dropped. 


Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading negatived. 
Second Reading dropped. 
Committee (Progress) dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 
Withdrawn. 

Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 
Second Reading dropped. 
Adjourned Debate on Second Reading dropped. 
Committee (Progress) dropped. 


Order for Second Reading discharged. 








BILLS WHICH WERE INTRODUCED INTO, BUT NOT PASSED BY, THE 
HOUSE OF COMMONS—continued. 





Stage at which 
Trrtz or Brit. Drorrep, Posrronep, or REJECTED, ETC. 








Tenant Right in Towns (Ireland) _... ... | Second Reading dropped. 

Tithe Redemption at ... | Order for Second Reading discharged. 
Town Holdings (Tenants Compensation) ... | Second Reading drop 
Trawlers’ Licensing. ... | Order for Committee discharged. 
Trout Fishing Close Time (Scotland) . ... | Second Reading dropped 
Truck Acts Amendment ; s ..- | Second Reading dropped. 
University Education (Ireland) | 48 ... | Second Reading dropped. 
Unlawful Possession... ... | Adjourned Debate on Second Reading dropped. 
Vaccination (England) (Calf Ly mph) . ... | Second Reading dropped. 
Vehicles (Lights) , 3 ... | Committee (Progress) dropped. 
Warehousemen’s Certificates... ... | Second Reading dropped. 
Wine and Beerhouse Acts Amendment ..- | Second Reading dropped. 
Working Men’s Dwellings ia0 ... | Order for Second Reading dropped. 
Working Men’s Dwellings (No. 2) si ... | Second Reading dropped. 


*Government Bills, 8 ; aa Bills, 176—Torat, 184. 


BILLS WHICH WERE PASSED BY THE LORDS, BUT 
NOT BY THE COMMONS. 











re Stage at which ~~ were 
: Drorrep, PostroneD, or REJECTED, ETC. 

Church Patronage Transfers... Se .-. | Second Reading dropped. 

Copyright (Amendment) es Sia ... | Not read a first time. 
*Fisheries Acts (Amendment) ... ne ... | Order for Second Reading discharged. 
*London University Commission es ... | Order for Second Reading discharged. 
*Lunacy ... es = ... | Order for Second Reading discharged. 
®Post Office Consolidation — ie as .-- | Order for Committee discharged. 





Retirement of Vestrymen and Auditors | Not read a first time. 


(London). 
Working Men’s Dwellings _... By ... | Second Reading dropped. 
Government Bills, 4; other Bills, 4—Torat, 8. 


PROVISIONAL ORDER BILL PASSED BY THE 
COMMONS, BUT NOT BY THE LORDS. 


Tirte or Bru. | Stage at which Drorrgp. 














Industries (Ireland) =F yor — we | Order for Second Reading discharged. 





GENERAL SUMMARY. 








Total Number of Bills which received the iad al Assent : 
(1.) Introduced into this House... ‘ ‘ ae 63 
(2.) Broughtfrom the Lords... en “es cam in 6 
(3.) Provisional Order Bills... on aes oes a 62 
—__—_—_— 131 
Total Number of Bills introduced into, but not passed by, the Commons ae 184 
Total — of Bills brought from the Lords, but’ not — ded the 
Com =e 8 
Total se ‘of Bills passed by the Commons, but not by the Lords .. on 1 
Tora, ... ce — ae 324 








Public Bill Office, 
6 August 1897. 











PRIVATE BILIS. 





RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 27 July 1897 :—/for, 


RETURN “of the Namber of Private Brxts introduced and brought from the Hous or Lorps, 
and of Acts passed in the Session of 1897, classed according to the following Subjects :— 
Railways; Tramways; Tramroads ; Subways; Canals and Navigations; Roads and Bridges ; 
Water; Gas; Gas and Water; Improvement; Police and Sanitary Regulations; 
Corporations, &c. (not relating to Police and Sanitary Regulations ; Ports, Piers, Harbours, 
and Docks; Churches, Chapels, and Burying Grounds ; Markets and Fairs ; Inclosure and 
Drainage ; Estate; Divorce; Naturalization ; and Miscellaneous :” 


“Of all the Private Brits, and Bills for Confirming Provisional Orders, which, in the Session 
of 1897, have been treated as Opposed Bills, specifying those which have been classified 
in Groups by the Committee of Selection, or by the General Committee on Railway and 
Canal Bills; together with the Names of the Selected Members who served on each 
Committee; the First and also the Last Day of the Sitting of each Committee; the 
Number of Days on which each Committee sat; the Number of Days on which each 
Selected Member has served ; the Bills the Preambles of which were reported to have been 
Proved; the Bills the Preambles of which were reported to have been Not Proved; and 
in the case of Bills for confirming Provisional Orders, whether the Provisional Orders 
ought or ought not to be confirmed ; the Bills referred back to the Committee of Selection, 
or to the General Committee on Railway and Canal Bills, as having become Unopposed ; and 
the Bills Withdrawn, or not proceeded with by the Parties :”’ 


“ And of all Private Bits which, in the Session of 1897, have been referred by the Committee of 
Selection, or by the General Committee on Railway and Canal Bills, to the Chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means; together with the Names of the Members who served 
on each Committee ; the Number of Days on which each Committee sat ; and the Number of 
Days on which each Member attended (in continuation of Parliamentary Paper, No. 0,162 
of Session 1896),’’—(Dr. Farquharson.) 


NUMBER OF PRIVATE BILLS WHICH HAVE 
RECEIVED THE ROYAL ASSENT. 














Railways... = av . 68 
Tramways ee = 15 
Tramroads a = _ 
Subways... sike =. 2 
Canals and Navigations Pe 2 
Roads and Bridges ... os — 
Water wae oe . . 23 
Gas ... sie os 11 
Gas and Water ee 4 
Improvement oes oa a <<a os ove 4 
Police and Sanitary Regulations... Be = peta oe ane . 
Corporations, etc. (mot relating to Police and Sanitary Regulaticns)... 21 
Ports, Piers, Harbours and Docks aw: ae 1] 
Churches, Chapels, and Burying Grounds ; eee ove 3 
Markets and Fairs ... “a ass me 5 — 
Gaols and other County Buildings : 1 
Inclosure and Drainage ; 2 
Estate ace “ 2 
Divorce F eas 4 
Miscellaneous ° . 22 

Toran rae a ove . . ° 202 

Private Bill Office, Felix H. Webber. 


7 August 1897. 





GENERAL SUMMARY OF RETURNS RELATING 
PRIVATE BILLS FOR SESSION 1897. 





TO 





(A.)—The Number of Privaie Bills introduced in the House of Commons oe 
(B.\—The Number of Private Bills brought from the House of Lords 
(originating in that House under Standing Order be ‘ 
(C.)—Estate Bills, etc., nl from the Lords ... 

Divorce Bills... it 
Naturalization Bill 


Tora. 


(D.)—The Number of Private Bills which have received the Royal Assent... 

(E.)—The Number of Private Bills which have been treated as Opposed, or 
classified in Groups by the Committee of Selection, or by the General 
Committee on Railway and Canal Bills. 

(F.)—The Number of Private Bills referred to the Chairman of W: ays and 
Means by the Committee of Selection, or by the General Committee on 
Railway and Canal Bills es : ‘ 
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C. E, Austen Leigh, 
Principal Clerk of Committees. 


House of Commons 
August 1897. 














































































































SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE. 
RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 29 July 1897 ;—/for, 
= . the : — of Days on which the House sat in the Session of 1897, stating, 
or eac ay, the Date of the month, and Day of the Week, the Hour of the Meeting, 
and the Hour of Adjournment, and the Total Number of Hours occupied in the Sittings 
of the House, and the Average Time; and showing the Number of Hours on which the 
House Sat each Day, and the Number of Hours after Midnight, and the Number of 
Entries in each Day’s Votes and Proceedings (in continuation of Parliamentary Paper, 
No. 0.160, of Session, 1896).”—(Dr. Farquharson.) 
+3 _.% eg | Ys w . |e 
; | Sigslis./8e/8_] . 3 gies) /% 
2 le| 2 |e) 22/3h eg] 2 is] & | 2d] Flee leg 
ro) s | g 26/38/1838 \25 3S | & B4 25 SS ze ES 
A | 8 |58)S8H]/25 18>] 2 |F | & | 88) 8H | 8s jar 
| i aoa me ie = aed Lalli lial in 
| = " ee | 
| 1897. H, MJH. MH. MH. M, 
1897. Hou. ole. ol, oa. Mar. 1\M. | 3 0/12 20/9 20,0 20 55 
Jan. 19\Tu. | 2 oj1l 459 45)- -| 82 Py =6Tu.| 8 O12 2) 9 BO aa 
» 20/Wd.j12 0/5 35,5 35/- -| 19) 4, 3)Wd)2 O16 25,4 25 - - 16 
2iTh.|3 o12 119 lio 1 36 4'Th.| 3 Ol12 15/9 150 15 60 
» 22iFr. | 3 O11 57|8 57)- -| 169] > lFr.|3 Ol12 35/9 35/0 35 365 
* 26M. |3 o12 0|9 oO - -| 37] > si. [3 of 2 2511 252 25, 50 
» 26Tu.| 3 O12 59 5 0 5 381 ,, 9Tu. | 3 O12 30) 9 30/0 30! 64 
D Td | 4 ss oe € y 6 sO! — al ‘ 
" del. 13 oa ‘89 “io 5 26f 7 iith| 3 o|1 400 4511 45! 50 
» 29\Fr. | 3 0/12 10,9 100 10, 26] ,, 12\Fr.| 3 Of12 10/9 100 10) 43 
| » 1M. | 3 O12 10/9 100 10, 53 
| » 16(Tu.| 3 O80amil2 0.3 0 45 
az » 17/Wdil2 0] 5 355 35, - -| 40 
| » 18/Th.| 3 Oj12 35) 9 35/0 35) 38 
Total...) 9|- -|- -| 75 18,0 21/460] » 19Fr.|3 0/8 20:5 20/- — 29 
| | » 22M. | 3 0/12 20/9 20/0 20, 79 
» 23Tu.| 3 O17 25,4 25)- -| 49 
» 24|Wd.l12 05 55,5 55)- -| 42 
Feb. 11M. | 3 of12 45/9 45/0 45] 40) » 25Th.)3 O 1 O10 O1 OF dd 
alTu.| 3 ol12 40/9 4010 40| sof » 26\Fr. | 3 0/12 35) 9 35 0 35) 63 
. . 29M. | 3 0} 1 50/10 50/1 50 91 
» 3}Wd.l12 O15 55] 5 55) - -| 33] » —-_ , 
* Fr. | 3. oi 6/9 so | 137] » 31Wdjl2_ 0] 5 50) 5 50|- ~| 47 
_» 8M. | 3 012 10/9 10/0 10) 4 | 
"ota. 13 of 7 a4 sl -  -| 2afLotal...) 23] = => =it95- 1213 ~52)1,169 
” yolwali2 of 5 40;5 40/- -| 80 | | | | 
‘ 2 5 5) ; 
” re ag : ote le so ot qapApril tft: | 3 --ol12-- 5] 9 5,0 5! 66 
” iiM. 13 o12 2519 260 a6, say” Er |S O22 15 9-150 15 58 
” 1elTu.| 3 ol12 33/9 33}0 33} 32 » 5M | 3 “010 30 7°30 ~~ -| 78 
” iwaliz of 6 555 55)- -| as} » Oa.) 3 07 55 4 SH- - OO 
” aglth.| 3 ol12 1019 1010 10, 4a) » WJWal2 0 5 85 5 35)- =| 59 
” ior. (3 o12 59 oO. o 26) » Sth) 3 O11 O10 O11 O 
goiM. 13 ol12 2819 2310 25 sol» .%Fr | 3 012 10 9 10) 0 10; 58 
” situ. |3 ol10 ist7 isl - | gof » 12M. | 3 0320ami12 20/3 20) 65 
 sqWihs os 5 wy Jap ee ea. 1 lf} 
” Q5iTh. | 3 ol12 4519 45,0 45] 39) » 27(tu. - += 3 
oer. 13 oo al6 al- | ge] » 28\Wdjl2 0 5 45) 5 45) - -| 85 
: ‘ » 29Th.|3 O12 59 50 5 74 
~ » 930/Fr. | 3 ojo 85,7 35)- -| 56 
ny, Ba * oe - ea ae’ 
Total...| 20 162 a 0 ‘ 994 Protal...| 13 | ‘ a - -[01 5| 4 59 847 
VOL. LIT. (FourtH seErizs) 2D 











SITTINGS OF THE HOUSE—continued. 


































































































; €i3s5si3.| ss |4 , € |3, .| 8 | 
2 fis] 2 |23|te/oeleg| 2 |e] # Fel eslseleg 
€ £| 2 186) S8 |) ee \Es] & |£| ¢ | 88) 38 | Be |ES 
a |"| 2 | 88 | os as Ee] =o |F] 2 | 85 | 8h | 28 le> 
ed eb oc? > mp fee | ee |e 
1897. | H. "ale MJH. M.|H. M. 
May 3M. | 3 0/12 15) 9 15) 0 15) 89} 1897. H. MJH. MJH. MJH. M. 
» 4Tu.] 3 0) 4 50/1 50)- -| 36Muly 1/Th.| 3 0/11 20/8 20/- -| 39 
» 5Wdl12 05 50/5 50/- -| 89 ,, Fr. | 3 O11 55,8 55)- -| 45 
» 6Th.| 3 O12 15,9 15/0 15 7 4, 5M. |3 O11 O10 O11 0} 97 
» 7Fr.| 3 O12 10/9 10/0 10, 41) ,, 6/fu.| 3 O12 10/9 10/0 10) 61 
10/M. 3 ous 8 10} 0 10 ne pa iW. Ms 0] 5 55) 5 55) - : 53 
”" iwah2 os sos so- -| 71” oWe is ong slo slo a 37 
” | ev, hid bai . 0) 
» 13\Th.| 3  Oj12 15]9 15}0 15, 74] 5 191M. | 3 O12 1519 15,0 15 80 
i lair. : of12 a8 5|}0 5| 42) ,, 13{Tu. 3 O12 15)9 15)0 15) 75 
» 17\M. oll: 9 50 5 96 14IwW. {12 015 40/5 40;/- -| 353 
;, 18/Tu.| 3 Oj12 1019 10/0 10| 74) , 15\Th.| 3 ol12 25/9 25) 0 25] 55 
» 19Wdj12 0) 5 50}5 50;/- -| 54 16\Fr.| 3 0) 1 O10 O}1 0} 54 
» 20Th.|3 Oj12 10) 9 10) 0 10} 741 > 191M. | 3 O11 10/10 10/1 10 56 
» 21/Fr./3 O12 5/9 50 5 5] ,, 20/Tu.| 3 O11 5110 5 1 5 48 
» 24M. | 3 O12 15/9 15/0 15 113) ,, 21/W. 12 0/6 45)6 45)/- -| 31 
» 25 Tu.| 3 O12 15 9 15,0 15) 56) 4 22/Th.| 3 0/3 20am/12 20| 3 20) 56 
» 26Wa|12 0) 5 40/5 40,- -| S4] ,, 23/Fr. | 3 Of 1 15/10 15,1 15) 31 
» 27/Th.| 3 012 10/9 100 10 73] ,, 26M. | 3 0} 2 2511 25/2 25) 67 
» 28Fr.|/3 O12 59 5 0 5 70), 27/Tu.}3 0} 1 40/10 40/1 40) 56 
» 31M. |3 O12 15,9 15,0 15] 114) ,, 281W. [12 O17 10/7 10|- -| 68 
Poel l > gece 29/Th.| 3 0/12 35) 9 35/0 35, 88 
Total... 21 | - st Sines -|172 42; 2 42) 1,516, - 30\Fri. | 3 0} 1 40/10 40) 1 40) 84 
31\Sat.|12 0] 6 10/6 10}- -| 33 
| ] ” | 
June 1/Tu.| 3 012 10}9 10/0 10, 75 
» 2W. [12 0] 5 50/5 50)- -| 61 Ladd Sr ie 
» 3(Th.| 3 0/12 35,9 350 35 128 . a 
us 4\Fr. 12 0/130pm} 1 30) - -| Qg4jTotal..| 23) - -| - -|209 30/16 38) 1,342 
» 17Th.| 3 Oll 4518 45/- -! 85 
» 18\Fr.|3 0] 7 50|4 50)/- -| 47 l l 
» 2M, }3 08 155 15 - - SijAug. 2M. | 3 012 559 55,0 55 53 
» 23)W. | 2 15) 4 202 5 - -| 13 4 3Tu.| 3 O11 458 45/- -| 42 
» 24/Th.} 3 O10 5/7 5|- - 41) , 4|Wall2 0/6 15/6 15 -| 44 
» 26Fr. | 3 O12 5/9 50 5 29 ,, 5Th.| 3 O12 50/9 50/0 50 42 
ps 26M. : o7 30) 4 4 - 4 oy » Fr. |10 O|\Prorogation -|- -| 22 
» 29)tu. | | 
” 30lW. [12 0| 5 50/5 501- -| 87 pone | 
Total ... 13 | : 4 ; | 82 40) 1 0 7a0f/ 0%. 5|- | - 7 45) 1 45) 203 
SUMMARY. 
Number Number Number of | Number of 
Mont. of of Hours after Entries 
Days Sitting. |Hours Sitting.) Midnight. | in Votes. 
H. M. H. M. 
January ... . 9 75 18 0 21 460 
February 2 ; en 20 162 28 5 8 994 
March ies bt 23 195 12 1362 1,169 
April ‘ 13 101 5 4 55 847 
May 21 172 42 2 42 1,516 
June 13 82 40 1 0 739 
July 23 209 30 16 35 1,342 
August ... 5 34 45 1 45 203 
Tora, ... 127 1,033 40 46 18 7,270 

















August 1897. 


AveraGE Lenctu or Srrrinc, Dairy, 8 Hours 8,44, Minutes. 


William H. Ley 
' Clerk of the Jobrnals. 

















BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE, 


[SESSION 1897.] 





(DAYS OCCUPIED BY GOVERNMENT AND BY 
PRIVATE MEMBERS.) 


RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 29th July, 1897 ;—/or, 


RETURN “showing, with reference to the Session 1897 :— 


(1.) The Number of Srrrrncs on Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Fridays at which GovERNMENT 
Bustness had Precedence ; 

(2.) The Number of Srirtmves on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Fridays at which Private 
Mempers had Precedence ; 

(3). The Number of OrHer Srrrincs at which, in accordance with the Sranprnc Orpers of 
the Housr, GoveRNMENT Bustness had Precedence ; 

(4.) The Number of Srrrines at which Government Bustvess had Precedence under a 
SpecraL Orper of the House; 

(5.) The Number of Saturpay Srtr1n6Gs ; 

(6.) The Total Number of Sittings at which Government Business had Precedence ; 

(7.) The Total Number of Days on which the Hovse Sat ; 

(8.) The Total Number of Mortons for ApsJourNMENT of the House on a Marrer of Urcent 
Pusitic ImporTANCE ; and 

(9.) The Number of Days in Surrty; 

(In continuation of Parliamentary Paper, No. 353, of Session, 1896).” 


SUMMARY.—{Szssion 1897.] 























| ' | j } 
ay | ay | 6) | (5.) (6) | (7) @) | @ 
| | ie | 
| The Number | Number of | . 
The Number | The Number | _ of other | Sittings at | pe | The Total | The | eee Num- 
af no . | mane s ol —. | posal Number of | = 1 Motions for| ber of 
Ww Mopeayere |. . OF. Saeeeaee | “ot | Sittings | Adjourn. | days in 
ednesdays, | Wednesdays, | cordance w ith | ment Busi- ber of | at which | ber ¢ ot ‘ment of the 
and Peiday4 0s jand Frslays | the Standing | nee ed, | scsar-| covere [CelG* Howse on | Oost 
G — SS | } ment Busi- | %, water of | mittee 
overnment | Private — ‘ House, | — 7 neeehea How Urgen : 
Busiress | bers hac overnment cial ouse oO 
had Precedence.! Precedence, Business had — Led precedence. | = . " 
| Precedence. | of .the | Rae ae 
| ouse, | | 
i] 
Toraus - 54 * 21+ | 51 | 50 1 106 ¢ | 127 § | 7 | 





* 19th January, the first day of Meeting not included, 

+ Of which 1 was an Evening Sitting only. 

t Of which | was a Morning Sitting only. 

§ Sunday, 20th June not included; this being the day on which, in accordance with the Resolution of 
the House of. the 17th June, Mr. Speaker and the Members assembled i in the House and proceeded thence 
to St. Margaret’s Church, Westminster, where, in celebration of the Sixtieth Year of Her Majesty’s Reign, 
a Sermon was preached before the House by the Very Reverend The Dean of Canterbury. 


William H. Ley, 
lst November 1897. Clerk of the Journals, 


DIVISIONS OF THE HOUSE. 


RETURN of the Number of Drvistons of Tue Hovsr in the Sessron of 1897; stating the 
Subject of the Division, and the Number of Members in the Majority and Minority, Tellers 
included; also, the AGGREGATE Number in the House on each Division, distinguishing the 
Divisions on Pustic Business from Private ; am also the Number of. Divisions before and 
after Midnight (in continuation of Parliamentary !.per, No. 0.159, of Session 1896). 


SUMMALY OF DIVISIONS. 





Number of Divisions on Pustic Business before Midnight ... as rea «« S13 
a ms after Midnight ... SK ae a 
‘ a Putvate Business — Midnight ... ae es ne Se 
” ie nt after Midnight ... — we ie 0 





Torat Number of Divisions in Session 1897 ... 





ADJOURNMENT MOTIONS UNDER STANDING 
ORDER No. XVII. 


RETURN “of Mortons for ApsJouRNMENT under StanpinG OrpER No. XVII., showing the 
Date of such Motion, the Name of the Member proposing, the definite Matter of Urgent 
Public Importance, and the Result of any Division taken thereon, during the Session 
of 1897 (in the same Form as, and in continuation of, Parliamentary Paper, No. 351, 
of Session, 1896).” 











SUMMARY. 
Motions ror ADJOURNMENT. 7 
I.—Leave of the House signified without a Call —~ Members to 
rise in their places... ‘ ‘ 3 
II.—Leave of the House signified a not less than tite Members 
ring in their places ... 4 
III.—Leave of the House given on Division ... x _ esi 0 
IV.—Leave of the House refused ini less than eect Members rising 
in their places ... 0 
V.—Motions for Adjournment not allowed by Mr. Hamed to be 
submitted to the House si 0 








NumBer of Times Members asked leave to move the Adjournment of the 
House in each of the following Years :— 


1882 4 1891 il aoe wie Re 
1883 5 1892 _—~Ci«i... ee sais a 
1884 wwe wee 9 a ee. 
1885 wee 4 mie | bd) Sha ia e-a 
ee a — = 

a ee ane 18950 fe { ioe 10 f 3 
RE ae 1896 6 
1889 oes i én wa DB 1897 7 
ee On eae eee eee 





William H. Ley, 
Clerk of the Journals. 


lst November 1897 © 





DEBATE (STANDING ORDER 25). 


CLOSURE OF 
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PUBLIC PETITIONS. 








RETURN to an Order of the Honourable the House of Commons, dated 29 July 1897 ;—for, 


RETURN “of the Number of Puntrc Peritrons Presented and Printed in the Session of 1897, 
with the total Number of Signatures in that Year (in continuation of Parliamentary Paper, 
No. 0.164, of Session 1896).” 





YEAR. 


Number of 
Petitions Presented. 


Number of 


Petitions Printed. 


Total Number of 
Signatures. 

















lst November 1897. 


MEMBERS 


William H. Ley 


Clerk of the Journals. 


ELECTED TO HOUSE OF COMMONS 


SINCE BEGINNING OF SESSION 1897. 





Greville, Captain the Hon. 
Ronald Henry Fulke 


Allhusen, Augustus Henry | 


Eden 
Sinclair, Captain John 


Sinclair, Louis 


Woods, Samuel 


Cameron, Sir Charles 


Leigh - Bennett, 
Currie 
Billson, Alfred 


Henry 


Pease, Alfred Edward 
Nicholson, William Graham 
Hayden, John Patrick 





| Bradford, East 


Salisbury 
Forfarshire 
Essex, Romford 


Essex, Walthamstow 


Glasgow, Bridgeton ... 
Surrey, Chertsey 

Halifax 

Yorkshire, N.R., Cleveland 


Hants, Petersfield 
Roscommon, South 


. | Reed, Henry Byron, deceased. 


. | Hulse, Edward Henry, Manor 
of Northstead. 


| 





... | Shaw, William Rawson, 


White, 


James Martin, Chiltern 


Hundreds. 

Wigram, Alfred Money, Chiltern 
Hundreds. 

Byrne, Edmund Widdrington, Q.C., 
one of the Judges of the High 
Court. 


./U| Trevelyan, Sir George Otto, Manor 


of Northstead. 
... | Combe, Charles Harvey, Chiltern 
Hundreds. 


Manor 


of Northstead. 

... | Pease, Henry Fell, deceased. 
Wickham, William, deceased. 
Hayden, Luke Patrick, deceased. 








